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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we acknowledge today
that without Your protection, we labor
in vain. Give rest to the weary and joy
to those who work for liberty.

Lord, use our Senators to join You in
bringing deliverance to captives and
sight to the morally and ethically
blind. Grant that our lawmakers will
focus more on donation than duration
as You remind them of their account-
ability to You. May looking to You for
help become their first option.

We pray in Your marvelous Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

———————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENTS—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 3:00 p.m. today,
the Senate proceed to executive session
and vote on cloture on Executive Cal-
endar Nos. 928, 930, 1032, 1033, 1034; fur-
ther, that if cloture is invoked on any
of those nominations, that on Thurs-
day, November 20, at 2:00 p.m., all
postcloture time be expired and the
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation
of the nominations in the order above.

Senate

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY).

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that—we had
some nominations on which cloture
was filed last night—there be 2 minutes
for debate prior to each vote and that
all rollcall votes after the first vote in
each sequence be 10 minutes in length;
further, with respect to the nomina-
tions in this agreement, that if any
nomination is confirmed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent that following the cloture vote on
Executive Calendar No. 1034, the Sen-
ate consider Executive Calendar Nos.
596, 699, 957, 1044, 1045, and 1056; that
there be 2 minutes for debate equally
divided between the two leaders or
their designees prior to each vote; that
upon the use or yielding back of time,
the Senate proceed to vote without in-
tervening action or debate on the
nominations in the order listed; that
any rollcall votes following the first in
the series be 10 minutes in length; that
if any nomination is confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order to the nom-
ination; that any statements related to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we expect
these nominations I just listed to be
confirmed by voice vote.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak for up to 10 min-
utes each. The time from 1:00 p.m. to
2:00 p.m. will be under the control of
the Republicans, and the majority will
control from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

As a reminder, there will be an all-
Senators briefing on ISIS at 4:30 p.m.
this afternoon in the regular location.

————

LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am glad
that for a few minutes the President
pro tem is here in this body and pre-
siding over the Senate.

For years I have heard from Senate
Republicans that they simply wanted
to do some legislating; they were tired
of being shut out of the legislative
process; they were not able to debate
legislation and amendments. They
have assured the American people they
want to be wholly dedicated to open
and robust debate on legislation on the
Senate floor.

Yesterday a bill that was bipartisan
in nature and came out under the aus-
pices of the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, after actually years of con-
sternation, debate, and work by so
many different people, came to the
floor. That was blocked yesterday,
blocked from even having a hearing
here on the Senate floor. That is
wrong. This is a very important piece
of legislation. It protects Americans’
rights to privacy without sacrificing
the U.S. intelligence community’s abil-
ity to gather information.

I also say through the Chair to my
friend the President pro tem of the
Senate that it does not matter if you
agree with the statement I just made.
Maybe some people disagree with this
legislation. Certainly there are people
who disagree with it. But shouldn’t we
at least be able to debate the issue here
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