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United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Fiji, and to serve concurrently
and without additional compensation
as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Kiribati,
the Republic of Nauru, the Kingdom of
Tonga, and Tuvalu?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON YAMATE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Robert T. Yamate, of
California, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Madagascar, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Union
of the Comoros?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON SISON NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Michele Jeanne Sison, of
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Career
Minister, to be Deputy Representative
of the United States of America to the
United Nations, with the rank and sta-
tus of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, and the Deputy Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America in the Security Council of the
United Nations?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON SISON NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Michele Jeanne Sison, of
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Career
Minister, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Ses-
sions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, during her tenure of
service as Deputy Representative of
the United States of America to the
United Nations?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
LEGISLATION SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

Mr. REID. I express my appreciation
to the Senator from Iowa for joining
me.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that following the vote
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on confirmation of Executive Calendar
No. 1034, the Senate consider Calendar
Nos. 955, 1054, 639, 641, 999, 998, 1028, 953,
696, 540, and 962; that there be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees,
prior to each vote; that upon the use or
yielding back of time the Senate pro-
ceed to vote without intervening ac-
tion or debate on the nominations in
the order listed; that any rollcall
votes, following the first in the series,
be 10 minutes in length; that if any
nomination is confirmed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
be in order to the nomination; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. For the information of all
Senators, we expect these votes to be
such that we can confirm them by
voice vote.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO BILL SCHWERI

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a friend of
mine and a great friend to the Blue-
grass State and the University of Ken-
tucky, Mr. Bill Schweri. Bill recently
retired from the University of Ken-
tucky after dedicating over 40 years to
working at the university, the last two
decades of which were spent as the di-
rector of Federal relations.

It has been Bill’s job to serve as a li-
aison between the university and its
faculty and the executive and legisla-
tive branches of State and Federal
Government. I am a proud graduate of
UK’s College of Law, and Bill has rep-
resented my alma mater exceedingly
well over the years.

Bill has been a staunch advocate for
new research initiatives at the univer-
sity in fields as varied as agriculture,
biotechnology, clean coal technology,
energy, engineering, and transpor-
tation. He has helped transform UK
into one of the most prominent eco-
nomic drivers in the State.

He has been instrumental in bringing
about such UK achievements as the
Marty Driesler Cancer Project, the ex-
pansion of a teaching space in the Col-
lege of Nursing, the creation of a
bioinformatics core in the university’s
medical center, and Fedtrak, a project
with the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to track sensitive mate-
rial shipments.
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Bill also played a key role in UK’s
Markey Cancer Center being awarded a
National Cancer Institute designation.
With NCI designation, UK is better po-
sitioned to recruit researchers, receive
grants, and to develop new break-
through treatments to lead the fight
against cancer. This means that fewer
Kentuckians will have to travel out of
State to find the most advanced care
and clinical trials, and instead will be
able to find it within the Common-
wealth, which is critical as Kentucky
suffers from the highest combined can-
cer mortality rate in the country.

Bill has worked actively to help
maintain congressional support for stu-
dent financial aid, which is so impor-
tant to many Kentucky students. He
has worked tirelessly to ensure his
school’s visibility here in Washington,
DC and to fight for legislation that is
important to UK. And he is fiercely
loyal to the University of Kentucky.

Bill is not just an employee of UK,
he’s also an alumnus. Bill earned his
bachelor’s degree in anthropology from
the University of Kentucky in 1969 and
his master’s degree, also in anthro-
pology, from UK in 1978.

In his youth he served in the Peace
Corps in Guatemala, and he also served
as the past president of the Society of
Research Administrators, Inter-
national from 1997 to 1998. Bill pre-
viously served as UK’s director of spon-
sored program development in the 1980s
and ’90s before becoming the director of
Federal relations in July of 1994.

Bill has been a leader in the Science
Coalition, a nonprofit, nonpartisan or-
ganization of more than 50 of the Na-
tion’s leading research universities
dedicated to sustaining the Federal
Government’s investment in scientific
research. He has also been actively in-
volved in the Council on Governmental
Affairs of the Association of Public and
Land Grant Universities.

Bill is well known and highly re-
spected among his colleagues in Fed-
eral relations at other research univer-
sities, just as he is throughout the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. I wish to
personally thank Bill for his service to
the University of Kentucky and to our
State. Although his retirement is well
earned, he will certainly be missed, by
me, by my staff, and by the many peo-
ple across Kentucky who have bene-
fited from his efforts. I ask my U.S.
Senate colleagues to join me in bidding
a fond farewell to Mr. Bill Schweri.

LETTERS IN RELATION TO
RESIGNATION

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the RECORD letters related to my res-
ignation as a Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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