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lots in Maryville, SC directly across the Ashley
river from the Citadel, South Carolina’s Military
College.

During this time in Charleston’s history,
banks did not lend money to African Ameri-
cans to construct buildings, consequently the
membership created a building fund. Each
member was assessed a proportionate share
of the cost of constructing the building now
known as the Owls’ Roost.

The historical impact of this organization
was proven throughout the 20th century as
this group of African American men overcame
the racial nature of South Carolina. During its
founding and throughout its development, the
Owls’ Whist Club members experienced nu-
merous indignities and adversities, including
numerous lynchings by vigilantes and several
legislative actions by the SC House of Rep-
resentatives that relegated African American
citizens to a second-class existence.

This club has given African American men
of Charleston a place to socialize and
strategize for 100 years. lts membership has
always included a variety of occupations and
when they meet on November 26 to celebrate
this milestone they will do so with members
and guests from every background and sets of
experiences that is possible to gather under
one roof, and holding fast to history and tradi-
tion, among their membership will be one bar-
ber.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Owls’
Whist Club on the celebration of their 100th
Anniversary. | commend its members for con-
tinuing a much-needed tradition. Their perse-
verance and tenacity are appreciated by a
grateful community.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Daniel J. Rider.
Daniel is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1261, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Daniel has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Daniel has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Dan-
iel has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in com-
mending Daniel J. Rider for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor one of my constituents, Darrell Stark,
92, of Stafford Springs, Connecticut. Mr. Stark,
a veteran of the Army’s 31st Infantry Regiment
and former prisoner of war of the Empire of
Japan in World War I, recently returned from
a historic trip to Japan he and six other former
POWSs, accompanied by their family members,
were guests of the Japanese government last
month on a trip of reconciliation and remem-
brance.

Mr. Stark was 17 when he joined the Army
in 1941, and was immediately sent to the Phil-
ippines where he was assigned to a heavy
weapons company as a weapons carrier and
runner. He participated in the defense of the
Bataan peninsula, where despite disease, lack
of supplies and obsolete weapons, he and his
fellow defenders were able to fight the Japa-
nese to a four-month standstill. Despite their
efforts, however, Bataan was surrendered on
April 9, 1942. Mr. Stark was taken prisoner
and over the course of the next three years
was held in various prisons and camps in the
Philippines, forced into labor and suffering ex-
tremely harsh and difficult conditions. After
being liberated in September 1945, Mr. Stark
returned home for treatment, eventually set-
tling in Connecticut where he worked for the
Department of Corrections and spoke often to
students about his role in in the defense of the
Philippines.

Between October 11 to 20, Mr. Stark and
six of his fellow POWs were guests of the
Government of Japan as part of the fifth
American POW Friendship delegation to visit
Japan. This delegation included members of
the Army, Army Air Corps, Navy, and Marines
who fought in the Pacific Theater of World
War Il. Their trip was part of an ongoing rec-
onciliation process that began in 2010 when
the Japanese government delivered to the first
American POW delegation an official Cabinet-
approved apology for the damage and suf-
fering these men endured.

As part of the delegation, Mr. Stark was
able to travel to his former POW camp in
Yokkaichi near Kyoto. The managers of
Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha (ISK), the company
that controlled the camp, not only received
him warmly, but honored him. ISK is now a
multi-national chemical company with oper-
ations in the United States and one of only a
handful of companies that have apologized to
POWs forced into labor.

This once in a lifetime trip for Mr. Stark was
made possible through the hard work of many
people, including the U.S. State Department
and the Government of Japan. While coming
to terms with the past is undoubtedly difficult
for our American survivors and the Japanese
people, it is my hope that our two nations will
continue to work together to sustain and im-
prove efforts such as this to provide reconcili-
ation with our shared history, provide closure
to our POWs and their families, and build
stronger relations for the future.
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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the Crohn’s and Colitis patient com-
munity in observance of National Inflammatory
Bowel Disease (IBD) Awareness Week. As the
Co-Chair of the Crohn’s and Colitis Caucus, |
have enjoyed working with my colleague
ANDER CRENSHAW to raise awareness of and
improve access to treatments for IBD.

Our caucus has worked to champion fund-
ing for IBD research at the National Institutes
of Health (NIH). This has led to accomplish-
ments like the identification of the first gene
linked to Crohn’s Disease (NOD/CARD15),
which will lead to better treatments and a cure
for IBD, and the discovery of Remicade, the
only biologic drug for treatment of both
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis.

We have also been strong advocates for the
IBD Epidemiology program at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This
program yields invaluable information about
the prevalence of IBD in the US and expands
our knowledge about the demographic charac-
teristics of this vulnerable population. The data
derived from this study will not only provide an
analysis of the etiology of the disease, but
could also explain why the course of illness
varies among individuals and what environ-
mental or treatment factors improve patient
outcomes.

While there is currently no known cure for
IBD, we can already see the importance of
Congress’s continued support of IBD research.
National IBD Awareness Week offers the op-
portunity to build upon our efforts for the
Crohn’s and Colitis patient community.

| have been honored by the opportunity to
lead the Crohn’s and Colitis Caucus, and |
urge my colleagues to speak out in support of
IBD research efforts and to raise awareness
for IBD.

———
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure and admiration that | stand before
you today to honor Sheikh Moussa Drammeh
for his many years of selfless and compas-
sionate service to the African community, and
all of our community’s residents.

Though Sheikh Drammeh has a varied pro-
fessional portfolio ranging from entrepreneurial
development to ecommerce, his dedication to
improving the access and opportunities avail-
able for members of the African community
can be seen in all of his endeavors. Most no-
tably, Sheikh Drammeh founded
HalalFinder.com, which is the first online halal
auction market of its kind. This platform was
established in order to ensure that providers
and consumers alike would have an inter-
active service market space that would allow
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