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Neighbors helping neighbors shovel and 
dig out are common sights around 
western New York. The city of Buffalo 
once again proved itself to be The City 
of Good Neighbors. 

f 

TARPON SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL 
OUTDOOR ENSEMBLE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize my alma mater, Tarpon 
Springs High School, and its outdoor 
ensemble for winning the 2014 Bands of 
America championship. 

This is their sixth championship in 14 
years, Mr. Speaker. They have won a 
total of 11 grand championships in 
Bands of America regionals in Georgia 
and Florida. The Tarpon Springs 
marching band has also been dubbed 
Grand Champions at the Seminole 
Sound Spectacular for the past 13 con-
secutive years. 

The Sponger band, named for the 
early 20th century sponge divers who 
migrated from Greece to Tarpon 
Springs, Florida, are the single most 
dominant and accomplished marching 
band in Florida. 

Congratulations to the students; the 
band leader, Kevin Ford; and the par-
ents involved in this year’s champion-
ship. ‘‘Go, Spongers!’’ Mr. Speaker, I 
am so proud. 

f 

ACA OPEN ENROLLMENT 
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the 
Affordable Care Act. Over 8 million 
Americans have signed up for private 
health insurance plans for 2014, almost 
20,000 in the district I represent. 

Overall, the number of uninsured 
residents in our district has declined 
by 8 percent. 33,000 people in the dis-
trict purchased quality, affordable care 
through the new health insurance mar-
ketplace. 11,000 young adults were able 
to continue coverage through their 
parents’ plans. For 84 percent of those 
enrolled in the health insurance mar-
ketplace, the cost of the average plan 
was reduced to $72 a month. 

Unfortunately, 52,000 individuals who 
would otherwise have health insurance 
remain uninsured in our district be-
cause Texas did not expand Medicaid. 

The open enrollment period for 2015 
through the marketplace began Satur-
day, November 15. I encourage all 
Americans to take advantage of the op-
portunity to access quality, affordable 
coverage and enroll. 

Please, for your family and for our 
community, we need more people in-
sured so they have that certainty. 

f 

JONATHAN GRUBER GRANT 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Jonathan 
Gruber, ‘‘smart’’ MIT professor, 
ObamaCare architect, who has had to 
apologize for repeatedly calling the 
American voters stupid, has received 
millions of taxpayer dollars from Fed-
eral and State governments. 

He now has an NIH—National Insti-
tutes of Health—grant that adds up to 
$2 million. This grant is for an analysis 
to determine how people choose their 
Medicare part D prescription drug plan. 
That might be something good for CMS 
and HHS to know, but it is far from the 
real kind of medical research we expect 
NIH to be doing. 

Just a few weeks ago, the Director 
was saying they lacked enough money 
to fund Ebola vaccines. That was be-
fore it became widely known that they 
were funding a grant for Swedish mas-
sage for rabbits and other outrageous 
grants. 

We expect NIH to fund 
groundbreaking medical research to 
prolong life, develop medicines, to cure 
and treat diseases, not economic re-
search by a man who is now infamous 
for insulting the American public. 

Dr. ANDY HARRIS and I wrote the Di-
rector with questions about this grant. 
I hope we hear soon before another 
check goes out the door. 

f 

AURORA STAFF WENT ABOVE 
CALL OF DUTY DURING EMER-
GENCY OUTAGE 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to praise the air traffic control-
lers and FAA safety and technical em-
ployees who went above and beyond the 
call of duty surrounding the recent 
emergency situation in Aurora, Illi-
nois. 

Following unprecedented cir-
cumstances, the Chicago center staff 
kept the surrounding air space oper-
ational, safe, and efficient during the 
17-day outage. On several different 
days during the outage, Chicago 
O’Hare, which serves my constituents 
in the 14th District, was the Nation’s 
busiest airport. 

Controllers from two dozen facilities 
around the Midwest and also the FAA 
Command Center worked together to 
keep the flying public safe and the sys-
tem operating at close to capacity. 

The air traffic controllers, technical 
operations personnel, and management 
at Chicago center and in all facilities 
throughout the Midwest and the Na-
tional Airspace System have proven 
why the United States has the safest, 
busiest, and most efficient system in 
the world. 

The public should be proud of the 
teamwork and professionalism that 
they demonstrated as they met a dif-
ficult challenge and kept America safe. 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EXECUTIVE 
OVERREACH 

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, when it 
comes to illegal immigration, Presi-
dent Obama has long said that he has 
no legal authority to extend executive 
amnesty. Now, I don’t say this very 
often, but you know what? I agree with 
him. 

His job as President is to enforce the 
laws that Congress has passed, but 
now, President Obama seems to have 
forgotten that he is not a king. Presi-
dent Obama’s plan to extend executive 
amnesty to millions of illegal immi-
grants is an unacceptable abuse of 
power that goes against the will of the 
American people. As the President said 
himself, ‘‘That’s not how our democ-
racy works. That’s not how our Con-
stitution is written.’’ 

President Obama should abandon this 
planned executive overreach and work 
with Congress to secure our borders 
and strengthen enforcement of the ex-
isting immigration laws. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind Members to refrain 
from engaging in personalities toward 
the President. 

f 

STANDING WITH PRESIDENT 
OBAMA ON EXECUTIVE AUTHOR-
ITY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
this is not the first year or the second 
year or the third year of the adminis-
tration. In actuality, we are going to-
wards the end of the term of this ad-
ministration. 

From my perspective as a member of 
the Committee on Homeland Security 
Committee and the Subcommittee on 
Immigration and Border Security on 
the Committee on the Judiciary, every 
single year, this administration has ex-
tended its hand of collaboration to this 
Congress to intervene in the desperate 
lives of those who have been stolen 
from their children, deported, or fami-
lies that have been disunited, if you 
will, wanting to be reunited. 

I stand with the President tonight as 
he gives his message to America that 
we are a humanitarian country and 
that ‘‘under my constitutional author-
ity, as can be documented by scholars 
across this Nation, I have the author-
ity to be merciful to give humanitarian 
relief,’’ citing the U.S. v. Arizona case 
in 2012, when Justice Roberts said that 
the President has the authority for hu-
manitarian relief. 

Every difficult decision, unfortu-
nately, in this Nation, from freeing the 
slaves to making the armies or the 
militaries integrated, took courage 
from Presidents. Lyndon Baines John-
son had courage when he signed the 
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