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after 34 years of dedicated service to the chil-
dren of South Florida.

From his days as a volunteer physician with
the National Service Corps to his long tenure
as a private practitioner in West Palm Beach,
Daniel has dedicated his career to improving
the lives of children in our community.

His passion for service goes well beyond his
practice as a doctor. In his limited free time,
Daniel developed the Support Group Network,
a computerized database of medical support
organizations. Additionally, he is a founding
member of the Drowning Prevention Coalition
and both a founding member and former
President of the Palm Beach County Pediatric
Society.

A classical music and piano enthusiast,
Daniel enjoys traveling around the world and
is fluent in Spanish and French. Daniel has
obtained multiple degrees, including a medical
degree from Mount Sinai School of Medicine
and a Masters of Public Health from Johns
Hopkins.

In honor of his invaluable contributions to
the children and families of South Florida and
on behalf of my district, | am pleased to recog-
nize Dr. Kraft for his amazing achievements
and | wish him a long and fulfilling retirement
in the company of his wife and three daugh-
ters.

—————

HONORING LT. COL. MICHELLE R.
BRUNSWICK ON THE OCCASION
OF HER RETIREMENT

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant Colonel Michelle R. “Shelli”
Brunswick for her 29 years of dedicated serv-
ice to our country. In her most recent assign-
ment, she served as the House Budget and
Appropriations Liaison for the United States
Air Force. In this role, Colonel Brunswick was
responsible for Congressional interaction be-
tween the U.S. Air Force and Congressional
Appropriations and Budget committees, Mem-
bers, and staffers. She was the most sea-
soned Air Force liaison on Capitol Hill and an
agent trusted to prepare the Secretary of the
Air Force and Chief of Staff of the Air Force
for Congressional delegation meetings and de-
fense posture hearings with Members of Con-
gress.

In her nearly three decades of active duty
military service, Colonel Brunswick held nu-
merous leadership positions that have helped
shape Air Force acquisitions and ensured the
“tip of the spear” was always sharp. Her du-
ties covered the spectrum of Air Force oper-
ations and ranged from managing the careers
of service members to serving as a direct rep-
resentative of the Air Force charged with re-
solving issues pertaining to the President’s
Budget.

As a native of Clearwater, Florida, Colonel
Brunswick’s career in the Air Force began in
1985 after receiving her enlistment through the
Basic Military Training program at Lackland Air
Force Base, Texas. After earning a Bachelor's
degree in Business Administration and Man-
agement in 1994, Colonel Brunswick received
her commission from the Officer Training
School at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama in
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1997. In 1998, she earned a Master’'s degree
in Business Administration and Management.
While her active duty career had many dif-
ferent facets, Colonel Brunswick excelled in
every assignment. These assignments in-
cluded positions as a personnel specialist,
project officer, project manager, program inte-
grator, professor, and program chief.

Throughout Colonel Brunswick’s 29 years in
the Air Force, she always exemplified the Air
Force core value of excellence in everything
she did. As a testament to this, Colonel Bruns-
wick was a Distinguished Graduate from the
Officer Training School, one of a few hand-
picked program managers selected Air Force-
wide to participate in the Air Force Institute of
Technology’s Education with Industry at The
Boeing Corporation. She was certified in Pro-
gram Management Level Il per the Defense
Acquisition Workforce Improvement Act, a cer-
tified Space Professional Level Il by the U.S.
Air Force Space Professional Functional Au-
thority, and earned the Project Management
Professional certification.

Before joining the Air Staff, she was a Pro-
fessor of Acquisition Management at Defense
Acquisition University, where she co-authored
a book on the future of Project Management.
She served two deployments with Operation
Iragi Freedom in Iraq with the Defense Con-
tract Management Agency and completed a
joint Operation Enduring Freedom tour in
Washington, DC and Cuba with the Office for
the Administrative Review of the Detention of
Enemy Combatants under the authority of the
Deputy Secretary of Defense.

Colonel Brunswick became known for her
exceptional ability to identify real issues and
then move to solve them. As all great leaders
do, she led from the front by setting the exam-
ple for others to follow and has been a stal-
wart advocate for the Department of Defense.
These traits will greatly benefit her and those
with whom she serves now and in the future.

During her final tour at the Pentagon, Colo-
nel Brunswick’s superior leadership orches-
trating and executing Hill appropriations strat-
egy enabled enactment of four Air Force
budgets, totaling $646 billion dollars, from Fis-
cal Year 2011 through Fiscal Year 2014. As
the Air Force acquisition subject matter expert
on Capitol Hill to the United States House of
Representatives, she shaped the fiscal envi-
ronment and executed over 400 Congres-
sional events, resulting in broad support for
the Air Force’s top acquisition priorities includ-
ing the Joint Strike Fighter, KC-46 Air Refuel-
ing Tanker, and Long Range Strike Bomber
programs.

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Brunswick leaves a
legacy of integrity, selfless service, and excel-
lence that is of the highest standard. Her ex-
emplary character and years of service have
resulted in a career of which she and her fam-
ily can be very proud. On behalf of the entire
United States Congress, and along with Colo-
nel Brunswick’s parents, Marshall and Betty
Harris, Doug and Margaret Goodman, and
fiancé, Jerry, it is an honor to recognize the
career and service of Lieutenant Colonel
Michelle R. Brunswick. My wife Libby and |
congratulate her and wish Shelli and her fam-
ily all the best.
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KAZAKHSTAN’S INDEPENDENCE
DAY

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to extend congratulations to the people of
Kazakhstan and President Nursultan
Nazarbayev on the occasion of Kazakhstan’s
national holiday—Independence Day. Under
the leadership of President Nursultan
Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan has reached consid-
erable success in economic development, in-
creased the living standard of its nation and
enjoys authority in the region and in the world
arena. Promoting the ideals of democracy and
progress as well as standing for ensuring
comprehensive security and stability,
Kazakhstan has become an active member of
the global community and America’s strategic
partner. Successfully hosting the OSCE Sum-
mit in Astana, serving as the chair of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation, and Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev’'s personal con-
tribution to promotion of inter-ethnic and reli-
gious tolerance demonstrates that in the last
twenty three years of independence
Kazakhstan has reached great success in its
development as a sovereign, stable and a
prospering state.

Kazakhstan plays an important role in Cen-
tral Asia and by far is a rightful leader in the
region. The United States is grateful for
Kazakhstan’s steadfast friendship and soli-
darity in the Global War on Terrorism, and its
adherence to stabilization and rehabilitation of
Afghanistan. President Obama highly com-
mended Kazakhstan’s efforts in the organiza-
tion and holding of Iran 5+1 nuclear talks in
Almaty in 2013. The dialogue on strategic
partnership between the U.S. and Kazakhstan
continues to demonstrate the common vision
and commitment we share to solve modern
challenges. From Project Sapphire and the
Degelen Mountain to the closure of an anthrax
factory in Stepnogorsk, Kazakhstan has not
just talked but has acted and delivered in
making the world a safer place.

Kazakhstan has become a state with stable
institutions and a dynamic economy. It has be-
come a member of the international commu-
nity, recognizing its responsibilities both at re-
gional and international levels to maintain dia-
logue among religions and cultures.
Kazakhstan is especially a stabilizing influence
in Central Asia.

This holiday is considered a symbol of free-
dom and independence of our state. During
the short historical period the people of
Kazakhstan have managed to construct the
democratic, legal and economically inde-
pendent state.

Kazakhstan has launched an ambitious na-
tional program to make the country one of the
30 most competitive nations in the world by
2050. President Nursultan Nazarbayev an-
nounced the plan on December, 2013 in his
annual state of the nation address and laid out
wide-ranging reforms.

The nation’s new economic strategy, the
Nurly Zhol (Bright Path) announced by Presi-
dent Nazarbayev at a recent state-of-the-na-
tion address on Nov. 11, 2014, serves as a
clear vision for efficient and sustainable devel-
opment in Kazakhstan. In this period of global
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economic instability, the strategy will allow
Kazakhstan to strengthen its already strong
trajectory of sustained growth.

| have every confidence that Kazakhstan will
achieve the objectives of the Kazakhstan 2050
strategy and that the United States will sup-
port these efforts.

————

HONORING THE HALLIE Q. BROWN
COMMUNITY CENTER’S 85TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the volunteers, staff and patrons of
the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, past
and present, on the occasion of its 85th anni-
versary. Since this agency was founded in
1929, it has served as a shining example of
leadership and progressive commitment to ad-
vancing the quality of life for residents of Saint
Paul, Minnesota’s Summit-University neighbor-
hood.

African Americans in Minnesota’s capital city
faced growing social challenges in 1929, lead-
ing the Saint Paul Urban League to formulate
plans for a new community center. The cen-
ter's first Executive Director, Miss I. Myrtle
Carden, chose to name the newly formed cen-
ter after Hallie Quinn Brown, honoring her
work as a prominent suffragette, African Amer-
ican educator, author and elocutionist. The
community center has been thriving ever
since.

After its relocation to the Martin Luther King
Center in 1972, the Hallie Q. Brown Commu-
nity Center has evolved to encompass other
organizations and programs, including the na-
tionally recognized Penumbra Theatre Com-
pany. The Hallie Q. Brown Center is designed
to provide a wide range of services that reflect
the diversity of the community. Providing ac-
cess to critical human services, fostering per-
sonal growth, and developing community lead-
ership is the ongoing work of Early Childhood
Education, Youth Out of School Time, Multi-
Service Hub Center Administration, and the
Emergency Food Shelf and Clothing Closet
among many other programs at the center.

Mr. Speaker, 85 years of supporting the
community at the Hallie Q. Brown Center de-
serves to be commended. Employees, volun-
teers and donors to the center have made val-
uable contributions of time, talent and re-
sources that have made a difference in the
lives of so many in this community. Please
join me in rising to honor the 85th anniversary
of the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
COLONEL MICHAEL L. DAVIDSON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Mi-
chael L. Davidson for his exemplary dedication
to duty and his service to the United States
Army and to our great nation. He has served
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for the last two and a half years as a Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the Secretary of the
Army. On November 25, 2014, he deployed to
Afghanistan where he is serving as the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs for the Commander of
the International Security Assistance Force
and United States Forces—Afghanistan.

A native of Moore Haven, Florida, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Davidson became a Cadet at the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 1989.
While at West Point, he participated in Corps
Squad Sports and earned a Bachelor of
Science degree. He was commissioned as a
Field Artillery Officer in May 1993. After com-
pleting the Artillery Officer Basic Course, he
served as a Lieutenant for 18 months in the
Republic of Korea as a platoon leader and op-
erations officer in 6th Battalion, 37th Field Ar-
tillery Regiment, a rocket artillery unit. After re-
turning from Korea, Lieutenant Davidson was
assigned to 1st Battalion 321st Airborne Field
Artillery Regiment at Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina. There he served as a platoon leader, bat-
talion adjutant officer, and assistant battalion
operations officer.

After graduating from the Captain’s Career
Course he returned to the Republic of Korea
and the 2nd Infantry Division, where he served
in the 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment
(Manchu) as a Battalion Fire Support Officer,
Battery Commander, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company Commander; and Aide de
Camp to the Commanding General. Following
this assignment, he deployed with the 3rd
Army Coalition Forces Land Component Com-
mand (CFLCC) in 2002, serving as the lead
planner for the Deep Operations Coordination
Cell and later as an effects planner in the
CFLCC Commander's Early Entry Command
Post in Baghdad, Iraq.

Major Michael Davidson returned to the 18th
Airborne Corps and served as a Multi-National
Corps-lraq lead planner before serving as the
3-319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment Bat-
talion Operations and Executive Officer in the
1st Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision during their combat deployment in Iraq.

The Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia gained a compassionate and knowledge-
able resource in 2008 when Major Michael
Davidson was assigned to the Office of the
Chief of Legislative Liaison, where he served
as a Congressional Fellow in my Washington,
D.C. office. Following his promotion to Lieu-
tenant Colonel, he took command of the 3rd
Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 82nd Air-
borne Division where his battalion served as
part of the Army’s Global Response Force for
all world-wide contingency operations.

Lieutenant Colonel Davidson’s leadership
throughout his career has positively impacted
his soldiers, peers, and superiors. As a Con-
gressional and Budget Liaison Officer, he
worked directly with the Senate and House
Appropriations and Armed Services Commit-
tees to educate and inform Members of Con-
gress and staff on the many diverse and im-
portant procurement initiatives of the U.S.
Army.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, my wife, Vivian, the more than
700,000 people in Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, and all Americans, in extending
our sincerest appreciation to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Michael L. Davidson for two decades of
service to our nation. In addition to gratitude
for his selfless service and instrumental role in
supporting operations in Iraq and Afghanistan,
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Lieutenant Colonel Davidson has the respect,
admiration, and affection of many on Capitol
Hill and we wish him all the best in his deploy-
ment to Afghanistan and his upcoming pro-
motion to Colonel.

CYNTHIA JAMES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Cynthia
James for her passion for helping and sup-
porting people.

With two Master Degrees in spiritual psy-
chology and consciousness studies, Cynthia
has become a transformational specialist guid-
ing people as they make lasting changes and
healing in their lives. Cynthia is a speaker, a
coach, a musical performing artist and the
multi-award winning author of What Will Set
You Free and Revealing Your Extraordinary
Essence.

Through her program, Advanced Awareness
Coaching, Cynthia has coached thousands of
people worldwide, including high level busi-
ness leaders. In 2014, Cynthia’s Extraordinary
Living Project was selected to be a Commit-
ment Maker by the Clinton Health Matters Ini-
tiative. In addition to her work and her new
project, she also serves as a minister in Spe-
cial Ministries at Mile Hi Church in Denver,
CO.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Cyn-
thia James for her well-deserved honor and
the positive impact of her leadership, healing,
and dedication on the lives of others across
our community and the world.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF WORLD AIDS DAY
2014

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to acknowledge World AIDS Day,
2014.

Today, more than 35 million people world-
wide are living with HIV/AIDS. Of the 35 mil-
lion, 1.2 million are in the United States and
almost 1 in 7 Americans—that's 14 percent—
are unaware of their infection.

It grieves me to know that Brooklyn has
earned the dubious distinction as an HIV/AIDS
epicenter for African-Americans in NYC. Near-
ly 29,000 Brooklyn residents were living with
HIV/AIDS as of June 30, 2013. Over 30 per-
cent of new HIV diagnoses in the first half of
2013 were made concurrent with AIDS diag-
noses and years after infection, when HIV was
already causing illness. And surveys suggest
that 40 percent of Brooklyn adults have yet to
receive an HIV test.

Though there have been many successes in
the treatment of the disease, given the grim
statistics that | just noted, we cannot rest on
our successes. It is imperative that we con-
tinue to push forth policies, initiatives, and leg-
islation that support HIV/AIDS research and
programs, both domestically and globally. We
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