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the West Chamber serving Jefferson County. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF TEA PARTY AND 
LIBERTY 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I know how 
George Washington felt at Valley Forge. His 
troops cold and starving, a disillusioned public, 
the horizon bleak. He had more failures than 
successes in a war against aristocratic tyrants. 
He did not have a Constitution to defend, just 
a dream of something like it, far off in the 
mind’s eye. That ‘‘faith’’ in a dream, of some-
thing better, yet but a concept, blurred, not yet 
fully focused. They stayed the course none-
theless, warmed by the untouchable concepts 
of freedom; they could see the unseeable; 
with empty stomachs were nourished by pros-
pects of economic and individual liberty and in 
God’s grace they fought on, they persevered. 

The death of a nation happens with a whis-
per and a nudge, patently and stealthily, rob-
bing its unsuspecting citizens of inalienable 
rights and replacing them with government 
controls . . . For the good of the people, of 
course. 

Only when it is too late to turn back the 
clock does a nation realize that freedom has 
vanished in the blink of an eye. 

Harsh and tyrannical treatment will not nour-
ish respect. On the contrary, such treatment is 
far more likely to destroy. The breasts of lib-
erty nourish freedom, her voice patiently edu-
cates, her ears listen to the formerly unheard, 
her heart offers respect due others. It is this 
spirit that can not fail to inspire in people re-
gards for him/or herself and in so doing nour-
ishes others by example. 

Patience and perseverance got the snail to 
the ark. 

So too will those valiant souls dedicated to 
freedom’s prospects, individual liberty, and re-
spect for others without the interference of ty-
rannical dictates of a Godless government 
overshadowing our every move and choice. 

To the Lakes Area Tea Party and liberty 
minded folks everywhere. I say persevere. 
Your valiant struggle, stout heart, and dedica-
tion to honest and transparent government 
has not gone unnoticed. Persevere. 

f 

HONORING GARY AND JEAN 
ALLEN ALES AND THE SAINT 
PAUL FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Gary Ales, Jean Allen Ales, and the 
Saint Paul Friendship Club, an organization 
Mr. Ales founded 50 years ago. 

In 1964, Gary Ales who was then a Saint 
Paul Public Schools teacher, organized a 
community service organization called the 
Friendship Club that set out to improve the 

community without seeking any educational or 
financial reward. The group would go wher-
ever they were most needed and include any 
and all helpers regardless of age, gender, 
race or faith. They volunteered at senior living 
facilities, on environmental projects and at the 
YMCA, while also teaming up with local busi-
nesses to provide low income families with 
holiday parties and gifts. With the simple goals 
of inclusion and altruism, the Saint Paul 
Friendship Club has touched an astounding 
number of lives. Even after his retirement in 
2001, Mr. Ales continued his work with the 
club along with his wife, Jean. 

Now in its 50th year, the Friendship Club 
has reached truly remarkable heights under 
the guidance of Mr. and Mrs. Ales. All told, 
more than 15,000 members of the club have 
served over 320,000 members of the commu-
nity. They have completed over 750 trips to 
visit with underprivileged and sick seniors, 
clean up schools and parks, plant over 500 
trees, and give Christmas gifts to over 1,000 
students. All of these projects were completed 
on volunteers’ own time, without missing any 
days of school. 

While it is nearly impossible to list all the 
contributions of the Saint Paul Friendship Club 
during the past 50 years, perhaps the organi-
zation’s greatest achievement was put into 
words by a former member of the club in a let-
ter he wrote to Mr. Ales. In his note, the stu-
dent wrote, ‘‘Thank you for showing me a new 
way to think and see, for opening new doors 
and paths for me to explore. What you have 
done for me I will never forget. What you have 
taught me, I will carry it on and teach it to oth-
ers.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay 
tribute to the Saint Paul Friendship Club and 
its founders, Gary and Jean Ales. I hope ev-
eryone can look towards these remarkable 
people, and the organization they have cre-
ated, for inspiration as they continue to pursue 
their motto of ‘‘We Share, We Care.’’ Please 
join me in rising to honor the 50th anniversary 
of the Saint Paul Friendship Club. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S. SEC-
RETARY OF STATE HILLARY 
CLINTON’S STOPOVER IN AMER-
ICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton’s stopover in American Samoa on No-
vember 7, 2010. 

[Press Release, Oct. 26, 2010] 
U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE HILLARY CLINTON 

TO STOPOVER IN AMERICAN SAMOA ON NO-
VEMBER 7, 2010 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

that at approximately 1:20 pm on Friday, Oc-
tober 22, 2010, the Honorable Kurt Campbell, 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs, called 
Faleomavaega to inform him that U.S. Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton would be 
stopping over in American Samoa on Novem-
ber 7, 2010, at the Congressman’s request. 

‘‘This stopover has been a long-time in the 
making,’’ Faleomavaega said, ‘‘and I appre-

ciate that Secretary Clinton has chosen to 
refuel in American Samoa. On February 2, 
2010, I wrote to President Obama asking him 
to stopover during his scheduled trip to Indo-
nesia to say thank you to the thousands of 
Samoan men and women who currently serve 
in the U.S. Armed Forces, especially since 
the Iraq war death rate per 1 million popu-
lation is higher for American Samoa than 
any other State or Territory, as reported by 
USA Today which commended American 
Samoa for its outsized sacrifice.’’ 

‘‘When the President’s trip was postponed, 
I had the opportunity to raise the issue again 
with Secretary Clinton when she testified be-
fore the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
on February 25, 2010. At our hearing, I in-
formed Secretary Clinton that on February 
23, 2010, I met with Assistant Secretary 
Campbell and that he let me know that she 
might be considering a stopover in American 
Samoa. ‘I can assure you,’ I said, ‘that our 
people will extend to you the same warm 
welcome that they would extend to Presi-
dent Obama, and we would be honored by 
your visit. Your presence in the Territory 
would be historic and, on behalf of our peo-
ple, I would like to personally extend an in-
vitation to you to make a brief visit as 
American Samoa is well-positioned to be a 
regional leader in our effort to strengthen 
U.S.-Pacific Island relations.’’ 

‘‘On March 3, 2010, when Assistant Sec-
retary Campbell testified before my Sub-
committee at a hearing on a regional over-
view of East Asia and the Pacific, I reminded 
him of the invitation that I extended to Sec-
retary Clinton and again stated that I be-
lieved her visit would give her the chance to 
thank the thousands of Samoans who serve 
in the U.S. Armed Forces and honor the 
many who have fallen in the line of duty, as 
well as support our efforts to strengthen U.S. 
interests in the region.’’ 

‘‘Last month, on September 29, 2010, when 
Assistant Secretary Campbell again testified 
before my Subcommittee at a hearing on re-
newed engagement and U.S. policy towards 
Pacific Island nations, I informed him that 
my invitation to Secretary Clinton still 
stands.’’ 

‘‘As a result of these repeated and contin-
ued discussions with the U.S. Department of 
State, I am pleased that Secretary Clinton 
made this request a high priority and that 
she will be stopping over to pay tribute to 
our veterans and our people. Though her 
visit will be brief and her arrival will be late 
at night, it is an honor for our Territory to 
receive her in conjunction with her travels 
to Hawaii, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, 
Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, and Aus-
tralia from October 27–November 8.’’ 

‘‘Secretary Clinton has been a good friend 
of American Samoa and Samoa, and more 
than anyone she stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with us to provide aid in the aftermath of 
the tsunami that left untold damage in its 
wake.’’ 

‘‘I am appreciative that Secretary Clinton 
authorized an airlift of supplies gathered by 
our Samoan communities in LA and Utah, 
and that she worked closely with Congress-
woman Laura Richardson and me to see that 
these necessary goods were provided to our 
families and friends in the neighboring is-
lands of Samoa at a time when they needed 
these critical supplies the most.’’ 

‘‘The U.S. Department of State informed 
my office that they contacted Governor 
Togiola’s office on Monday, October 25, 2010 
to inform ASG of Secretary Clinton’s upcom-
ing visit, and I have every confidence that 
our local leaders will do their part in wel-
coming the former First Lady of the United 
States to American Samoa.’’ 
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SUSAN TAYLOR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Susan Taylor 
for sharing her energy and passion with her 
community. 

Susan Taylor is the Executive Director of 
Villa Manor Care Center where she brings ex-
tensive experience and leadership to her 
team. Susan mentors and encourages her 
Villa Manor team to explore educational and 
professional workshops which creates an envi-
ronment that brings the best possible experi-
ence for patients with complex medical condi-
tions. 

Susan was proud to be recognized with the 
2014 America Health Care Association/Na-
tional Center for Assisted Living National 
Quality Award. Susan is the only person to re-
ceive this award in the national Life Care Cen-
ters of America organization. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Susan Taylor for being honored by the West 
Chamber serving Jefferson County. I have no 
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and 
character in all her future accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED 
SERVICE OF NORTHWEST FLOR-
IDA’S JOHN HUTCHINSON 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
privileged to recognize Mr. John Hutchinson 
upon the occasion of his retirement from Gulf 
Power Company, a Southern Company, as the 
Director of Community and Economic Devel-
opment. For more than two decades, Mr. 
Hutchinson has served the Northwest Florida 
community, and I am pleased to honor his 
achievements. 

A graduate of Louisiana State University, 
Mr. Hutchinson held various roles throughout 
his career in the utility industry, which 
spanned 32 years, and included Mississippi 
and Southern Company Services. As part of 
Gulf Power, he worked tirelessly with local, re-
gional, and state economic development orga-
nizations to help grow the company into what 
it is today. Without question, when one looks 
at the success of Gulf Power, one does not 
have to look too far to learn of the impact Mr. 
Hutchinson has made on the company. 

Through his dedicated efforts, Mr. Hutch-
inson helped bolster the company’s job cre-
ation, strengthen community relationships and 
support charitable and civic programs. As Di-
rector of Corporate Communications for 22 
years, Mr. Hutchinson ensured that Gulf 
Power stayed connected with the community 
that it served. His unwavering commitment 
was particularly important during some of the 
most challenging times, including Hurricane 
Ivan, which devastated the Gulf Coast, and, in 
2009, he was recognized for his success 
when he was named the Communicator of the 
Year by the Florida Public Relations Associa-
tion. 

In addition to serving the needs of Gulf 
Power’s consumers, Mr. Hutchinson helped 
promote economic growth and opportunity for 
Northwest Floridians through his work with En-
terprise Florida and Florida’s Great Northwest, 
where he worked with economic development 
organizations to help bring new businesses to 
the area and help local businesses expand 
and hire new employees. 

In addition to his myriad professional ac-
complishments, Mr. Hutchinson also serves an 
integral role in the success of the Gulf Coast’s 
civic community through his leadership and 
volunteer work. Mr. Hutchinson currently 
serves as the Community Economic Develop-
ment Association President, Chairman of the 
University of West Florida Foundation, and he 
is a member of the executive committee for 
Florida’s Great Northwest. As a result of his 
work in the community, Mr. Hutchinson has 
achieved numerous awards, including the 
Pensacola Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
Community Leader of the Year, as well as its 
Volunteer of the Year. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am proud to recognize Mr. John Hutchinson 
for his achievements and service to the Gulf 
Coast community. My wife Vicki and I wish 
John and his wife Nancy all the best in his re-
tirement. 

f 

HONORING MARION S. BARRY, JR. 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring Marion S. Barry, Jr., the four-term 
Mayor of the District of Columbia and Ward 8 
Council Member, who is remembered for his 
work as a national civil rights leader and as a 
creator of post-home-rule D.C. Barry passed 
away on November 23, 2014. 

Born in Itta Bena, Mississippi in 1936, one 
of 10 children in a family of sharecroppers and 
one of Tennessee’s first black Eagle Scouts, 
Marion brought his prodigious work ethic to 
the civil rights movement before coming to the 
District of Columbia. He left his PhD program 
in chemistry at Fisk University to help form the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), became its first national chairman, 
and continued to work for civil rights in the 
District and nationally. 

In 1965, Barry moved to the District of Co-
lumbia, and was quickly adopted by the city 
and its voteless residents. Barry used his polit-
ical gifts and brilliant skills as a community or-
ganizer not only in the fight of its residents for 
jobs, equal rights, home rule, and statehood, 
but also applied them to the political process 
to become mayor of the city. He established 
Pride Inc., which received federal funding as it 
trained and found jobs for residents. Marion 
Barry was elected first as a member of the 
D.C. School Board. He went on to be elected 
as an at-large Member of the D.C. Council 
and then became the second home-rule 
mayor of the District of Columbia, in 1979. 

As mayor of the District of Columbia in the 
first years of home rule, Barry began the work 
to make home rule work. In his first term in of-
fice, Barry, who inherited a $100 million deficit, 
ordered the first audit in a century. He re-

duced the city’s debt and balanced its budget. 
He opened employment and business contract 
opportunities to African Americans for the first 
time and established a summer jobs program 
that was to become his signature program. It 
gave many young people their first work expe-
rience, for which thousands still remain grate-
ful. During his four terms as mayor, Barry 
never forgot his own roots in poverty, becom-
ing an iconic figure, especially to the city’s 
poor even as he worked to build an African 
American middle class. After his years as 
mayor, Barry became council member for 
Ward 8, the lowest-income ward in the city, 
where he also lived and was continually re-
elected. In his role as Ward 8 Council Mem-
ber, Barry strongly supported congressional 
legislation that transferred valuable federal 
land, including Poplar Point in Ward 8, to the 
District of Columbia, and the congressional 
legislation that established the Department of 
Homeland Security headquarters, now being 
built on the St. Elizabeths property located in 
Ward 8, the first federal complex east of the 
Anacostia River. 

Marion Barry, who blazed his own path of 
ups and downs, published his autobiography, 
‘‘Mayor for Life: The Incredible Story of Marion 
Barry, Jr.’’, this year. He was loved for his in-
domitable capacity to keep getting up and rise 
above controversy and criticism to work for 
residents of the District of Columbia until his 
last days. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
honoring Marion S. Barry, Jr., for his many ac-
complishments for the District of Columbia and 
for a lifetime of fighting for the oppressed and 
underserved. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BEN WICKE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 1, 2014 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Riverside County, California are excep-
tional. Riverside County has been fortunate to 
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time 
and talent to make their communities a better 
place to live and work. Ben Wicke is one of 
these individuals. On Tuesday, November 25, 
2014, Ben was honored for his service with 
the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 
Board of Directors. 

For twenty years, Ben has faithfully served 
his community. After being first elected to the 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District Board 
of Directors in 1994, Ben ran unopposed in 
1998 and was selected by the County Board 
of Supervisors to fulfill a four year term. In 
2002, Ben again ran unopposed, and was ap-
pointed to carry out another four year term. 
Throughout his tenure on the Board, Ben’s 
heralded leadership was often called upon, 
serving as President in 1997, 2000, 2004, 
2007 and finally, in 2011. In addition, Ben also 
represented the Elsinore Valley Municipal 
Water District Board of Directors to several 
community organizations. These include West-
ern Municipal Water District, the Eastern Mu-
nicipal Water District, the Canyon Lake Water 
Sub-Committee and the Quail Valley Coalition 
Corporation. 
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