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the West Chamber serving Jefferson County.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

———

IN SUPPORT OF TEA PARTY AND
LIBERTY

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, | know how
George Washington felt at Valley Forge. His
troops cold and starving, a disillusioned public,
the horizon bleak. He had more failures than
successes in a war against aristocratic tyrants.
He did not have a Constitution to defend, just
a dream of something like it, far off in the
mind’s eye. That “faith” in a dream, of some-
thing better, yet but a concept, blurred, not yet
fully focused. They stayed the course none-
theless, warmed by the untouchable concepts
of freedom; they could see the unseeable;
with empty stomachs were nourished by pros-
pects of economic and individual liberty and in
God'’s grace they fought on, they persevered.

The death of a nation happens with a whis-
per and a nudge, patently and stealthily, rob-
bing its unsuspecting citizens of inalienable
rights and replacing them with government
controls . . . For the good of the people, of
course.

Only when it is too late to turn back the
clock does a nation realize that freedom has
vanished in the blink of an eye.

Harsh and tyrannical treatment will not nour-
ish respect. On the contrary, such treatment is
far more likely to destroy. The breasts of lib-
erty nourish freedom, her voice patiently edu-
cates, her ears listen to the formerly unheard,
her heart offers respect due others. It is this
spirit that can not fail to inspire in people re-
gards for him/or herself and in so doing nour-
ishes others by example.

Patience and perseverance got the snail to
the ark.

So too will those valiant souls dedicated to
freedom’s prospects, individual liberty, and re-
spect for others without the interference of ty-
rannical dictates of a Godless government
overshadowing our every move and choice.

To the Lakes Area Tea Party and liberty
minded folks everywhere. | say persevere.
Your valiant struggle, stout heart, and dedica-
tion to honest and transparent government
has not gone unnoticed. Persevere.

————

HONORING GARY AND JEAN
ALLEN ALES AND THE SAINT
PAUL FRIENDSHIP CLUB

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Gary Ales, Jean Allen Ales, and the
Saint Paul Friendship Club, an organization
Mr. Ales founded 50 years ago.

In 1964, Gary Ales who was then a Saint
Paul Public Schools teacher, organized a
community service organization called the
Friendship Club that set out to improve the
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community without seeking any educational or
financial reward. The group would go wher-
ever they were most needed and include any
and all helpers regardless of age, gender,
race or faith. They volunteered at senior living
facilities, on environmental projects and at the
YMCA, while also teaming up with local busi-
nesses to provide low income families with
holiday parties and gifts. With the simple goals
of inclusion and altruism, the Saint Paul
Friendship Club has touched an astounding
number of lives. Even after his retirement in
2001, Mr. Ales continued his work with the
club along with his wife, Jean.

Now in its 50th year, the Friendship Club
has reached truly remarkable heights under
the guidance of Mr. and Mrs. Ales. All told,
more than 15,000 members of the club have
served over 320,000 members of the commu-
nity. They have completed over 750 trips to
visit with underprivileged and sick seniors,
clean up schools and parks, plant over 500
trees, and give Christmas gifts to over 1,000
students. All of these projects were completed
on volunteers’ own time, without missing any
days of school.

While it is nearly impossible to list all the
contributions of the Saint Paul Friendship Club
during the past 50 years, perhaps the organi-
zation’s greatest achievement was put into
words by a former member of the club in a let-
ter he wrote to Mr. Ales. In his note, the stu-
dent wrote, “Thank you for showing me a new
way to think and see, for opening new doors
and paths for me to explore. What you have
done for me | will never forget. What you have
taught me, | will carry it on and teach it to oth-
ers.”

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay
tribute to the Saint Paul Friendship Club and
its founders, Gary and Jean Ales. | hope ev-
eryone can look towards these remarkable
people, and the organization they have cre-
ated, for inspiration as they continue to pursue
their motto of “We Share, We Care.” Please
join me in rising to honor the 50th anniversary
of the Saint Paul Friendship Club.

————

HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S. SEC-
RETARY OF STATE HILLARY
CLINTON’S STOPOVER IN AMER-
ICAN SAMOA

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 1, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s stopover in American Samoa on No-
vember 7, 2010.

[Press Release, Oct. 26, 2010]
U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE HILLARY CLINTON

TO STOPOVER IN AMERICAN SAMOA ON NoO-

VEMBER 7, 2010

Congressman Faleomavaega announced
that at approximately 1:20 pm on Friday, Oc-
tober 22, 2010, the Honorable Kurt Campbell,
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, called
Faleomavaega to inform him that U.S. Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton would be
stopping over in American Samoa on Novem-
ber 7, 2010, at the Congressman’s request.

““This stopover has been a long-time in the
making,”” Faleomavaega said, ‘‘and I appre-
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ciate that Secretary Clinton has chosen to
refuel in American Samoa. On February 2,
2010, I wrote to President Obama asking him
to stopover during his scheduled trip to Indo-
nesia to say thank you to the thousands of
Samoan men and women who currently serve
in the U.S. Armed Forces, especially since
the Iraq war death rate per 1 million popu-
lation is higher for American Samoa than
any other State or Territory, as reported by
USA Today which commended American
Samoa for its outsized sacrifice.”

“When the President’s trip was postponed,
I had the opportunity to raise the issue again
with Secretary Clinton when she testified be-
fore the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
on February 25, 2010. At our hearing, I in-
formed Secretary Clinton that on February
23, 2010, I met with Assistant Secretary
Campbell and that he let me know that she
might be considering a stopover in American
Samoa. ‘I can assure you,” I said, ‘that our
people will extend to you the same warm
welcome that they would extend to Presi-
dent Obama, and we would be honored by
your visit. Your presence in the Territory
would be historic and, on behalf of our peo-
ple, I would like to personally extend an in-
vitation to you to make a brief visit as
American Samoa is well-positioned to be a
regional leader in our effort to strengthen
U.S.-Pacific Island relations.”

“On March 3, 2010, when Assistant Sec-
retary Campbell testified before my Sub-
committee at a hearing on a regional over-
view of East Asia and the Pacific, I reminded
him of the invitation that I extended to Sec-
retary Clinton and again stated that I be-
lieved her visit would give her the chance to
thank the thousands of Samoans who serve
in the U.S. Armed Forces and honor the
many who have fallen in the line of duty, as
well as support our efforts to strengthen U.S.
interests in the region.”

“Last month, on September 29, 2010, when
Assistant Secretary Campbell again testified
before my Subcommittee at a hearing on re-
newed engagement and U.S. policy towards
Pacific Island nations, I informed him that
my invitation to Secretary Clinton still
stands.”

““As a result of these repeated and contin-
ued discussions with the U.S. Department of
State, I am pleased that Secretary Clinton
made this request a high priority and that
she will be stopping over to pay tribute to
our veterans and our people. Though her
visit will be brief and her arrival will be late
at night, it is an honor for our Territory to
receive her in conjunction with her travels
to Hawaii, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, and Aus-
tralia from October 27-November 8.”

‘“‘Secretary Clinton has been a good friend
of American Samoa and Samoa, and more
than anyone she stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with us to provide aid in the aftermath of
the tsunami that left untold damage in its
wake.”

“I am appreciative that Secretary Clinton
authorized an airlift of supplies gathered by
our Samoan communities in LA and Utah,
and that she worked closely with Congress-
woman Laura Richardson and me to see that
these necessary goods were provided to our
families and friends in the neighboring is-
lands of Samoa at a time when they needed
these critical supplies the most.”

“The U.S. Department of State informed
my office that they contacted Governor
Togiola’s office on Monday, October 25, 2010
to inform ASG of Secretary Clinton’s upcom-
ing visit, and I have every confidence that
our local leaders will do their part in wel-
coming the former First Lady of the United
States to American Samoa.”
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