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In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania, my home State, the mining in-
dustry—the coal industry, in par-
ticular—is a vital contributor to the 
State’s economy, with direct, indirect, 
and induced impacts that are respon-
sible for family-sustaining jobs and bil-
lions in economic output. In 2011, 
Pennsylvania produced more than 67 
million tons of coal from close to 500 
mines, making it the fourth-largest 
producer of coal and the second-largest 
producer of electricity among all the 
States. 

Today, coal is used to generate more 
electricity than any other resource in 
Pennsylvania, being responsible for 44 
percent of the State’s electricity gen-
eration. 

On National Miners Day, we com-
memorate the work and sacrifice of 
miners, past and present, and recognize 
the contributions they make to our 
economy, the Nation’s energy security, 
and our shared prosperity. 

f 

THE AMOS HOUSE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to salute the work of Amos House and 
its mission to end hunger and home-
lessness in my home State of Rhode Is-
land. Having just celebrated Thanks-
giving, it is a good reminder of how im-
portant it is to remember those who 
are less fortunate and to give back to 
the communities we live in. 

Led by Eileen Hayes, Amos House 
and its dedicated staff give back to 
Rhode Island every single day and pro-
vide life-giving services to those most 
in need. Since its founding in 1976, 
Amos House has grown from a small 
soup kitchen to a vibrant and essential 
multiservice center. This week I was 
proud to help break ground on a new 
project that will give Amos House a 
new home and help this wonderful or-
ganization further its important work. 

Amos House serves hundreds of meals 
daily to the hungry, provides shelter 
for homeless men and women, sub-
stance abuse counseling, job training, 
and money management classes. I sa-
lute Amos House, Eileen, and her hard-
working staff for the important con-
tributions they make to those most in 
need in my home State of Rhode Is-
land. 

f 

CELEBRATING FORMER REP-
RESENTATIVE RALPH REGULA’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 90th birthday of 
former Representative Ralph Regula. 

Ralph Straus Regula was born in 
Beach City, Ohio, on December 3, 1924. 
Prior to his election to Congress, Mr. 
Regula served in the United States 
Navy; worked as a schoolteacher and a 

principal in Stark County schools; and 
served in the Ohio State House, Senate, 
and on the Ohio State Board of Edu-
cation. In 1973, Mr. Regula was elected 
to Congress and served 18 consecutive 
terms, until his retirement in 2009. 

During his tenure in Congress, Mr. 
Regula served as chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee 
for Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education, where he worked across 
party lines to improve educational op-
portunities, workforce training pro-
grams, and health care. He was a pas-
sionate advocate for research and the 
advancement of science. 

Congressman Regula billed himself a 
‘‘regular’’ guy. He was the son of a 
dairy farmer and part of a high school 
graduating class of only 25, where he 
developed a strong work ethic and love 
of community. Ralph loved serving 
here because he cared about people and 
helping improve the quality of their 
lives. In this House, he was a prag-
matic leader willing to find solutions 
to tough problems. 

I have personally known Ralph for 
over three decades and have many fond 
memories meeting with him both here 
and back in Ohio as my Congressman. 
Like many others, I have learned so 
much from Congressman Ralph Regula 
over the years. To that, I say thank 
you. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the great life and career 
of Mr. Ralph Regula, wishing him a 
very happy 90th birthday. 
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Affordable Care 
Act. One year after implementing the 
health care exchanges, the number of 
uninsured in this country has de-
creased dramatically. North Carolina 
had one of the top five highest enroll-
ments; and in my congressional dis-
trict alone, the number of uninsured 
has declined by 14 percent, not to men-
tion the incredible impact this legisla-
tion has had on the lives of working 
families. 

Through the Affordable Care Act, 
208,000 individuals in my congressional 
district now have access to health in-
surance. Young adults and college stu-
dents can now stay on their parents’ 
plans until age 26, which resulted in 
nearly 10,000 young adults retaining 
health insurance in my congressional 
district. Additionally, seniors in my 
district have received Medicare part D 
prescription drug discounts worth $11.1 
million, and being a woman is no 
longer considered a preexisting condi-
tion. 

The Affordable Care Act has had a 
dramatic effect on unemployment, cre-
ating 9.6 million private sector jobs. 
My congressional district’s unemploy-
ment rate is 13.9 percent. So, for me, 

this is not only about health, but jobs 
and our economy. 

These tangible benefits cannot be ig-
nored. I urge my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to end talks of 
repeal and, instead, work with Demo-
crats to strengthen the law to provide 
even greater access to health insur-
ance. States like North Carolina must 
reconsider their decision to reject the 
Medicaid expansion. This purely polit-
ical decision has had real effects, leav-
ing half a million North Carolinians 
uninsured. As legislators, we should 
make the lives of our constituents bet-
ter; and, Mr. Speaker, the Affordable 
Care Act is making the lives of our 
citizens better. 

So I urge folks in my congressional 
district and around the country to take 
advantage of the open enrollment pe-
riod and get insured. There are 77 new 
insurers offering coverage in 2015, and 
the deadline to sign up is February 15, 
2015. Let’s continue the progress that 
the Affordable Care Act has made and 
get more people covered. 

f 

AIR REFUELING GROUP 
RAINCROSS AWARD 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to congratulate the 931st Air Re-
fueling Group—McConnell Air Force 
Base’s reserve unit—on receiving the 
Raincross Trophy, which recognizes it 
as the best unit in the 4th Air Force. 

I have spent a lot of time with the 
fantastic airmen out of McConnell, and 
I am not surprised, but I am extremely 
pleased to see that they have been 
granted this outstanding award. It is 
only fitting that the 931st has been se-
lected as the first reserve unit in the 
Air Force to fly and maintain Amer-
ica’s new KC–46 tankers. McConnell- 
based tankers flew nearly half of all 
missions of Air Mobility Command’s 
total KC–135 flying hours over the past 
year, and many of this unit’s soldiers 
and airmen were deployed in support of 
operations all around the world. 

This award is a wonderful recogni-
tion of the hard work of Colonel Mark 
Larson, Chief Master Sergeant Kath-
leen E. Lowman, and all the men and 
women of the 931st Air Refueling 
Group. 

I know I speak for all Kansans in say-
ing we are proud of the 931st and the 
entire McConnell family. November 
Kilo Alpha Whiskey Tango Golf. 

f 

NATIONAL 3–D PRINTING DAY 
(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
my resolution to establish December 3 
as National 3–D Printing Day. As an 
entrepreneur, myself, who built a man-
ufacturing company from the ground 
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