
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6396 December 8, 2014 
Houston, Texas, as the ‘‘George Thom-
as ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office Build-
ing,’’ was ordered to a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

f 

NATIONAL CLANDESTINE SERVICE 
OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY NCS OFFICER GREGG 
DAVID WENZEL MEMORIAL POST 
OFFICE 

The bill (H.R. 2112) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 787 State Route 17M 
in Monroe, New York, as the ‘‘National 
Clandestine Service of the Central In-
telligence Agency NCS Officer Gregg 
David Wenzel Memorial Post Office,’’ 
was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

f 

ELIZABETH L. KINNUNEN POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 2223) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 220 Elm Avenue in 
Munising, Michigan, as the ‘‘Elizabeth 
L. Kinnunen Post Office Building,’’ was 
ordered to a third reading, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

f 

LARCENIA J. BULLARD POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 2678) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 10360 Southwest 
186th Street in Miami, Florida, as the 
‘‘Larcenia J. Bullard Post Office Build-
ing,’’ was ordered to a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

f 

OFFICER JAMES BONNEAU 
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE 

The bill (H.R. 3534) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 113 West Michigan 
Avenue in Jackson, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Officer James Bonneau Memorial 
Post Office,’’ was ordered to a third 
reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

CORPORAL CHRISTIAN A. GUZMAN 
RIVERA POST OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 5030) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 13500 SW 250 Street 
in Princeton, Florida, as the ‘‘Corporal 
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Of-
fice Building,’’ was ordered to a third 
reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 5759 AND H.R. 5771 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk, 
and I ask for their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
first time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5759) to establish a rule of con-

struction clarifying the limitations on exec-
utive authority to provide certain forms of 
immigration relief. 

A bill (H.R. 5771) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions and make technical correc-
tions, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide for the tax treatment of 
ABLE accounts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members with 
disabilities, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. I now ask for a second 
reading on both of these measures but 
object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

VENEZUELA DEFENSE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ACT 
OF 2014 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Calendar No. 401, 
S. 2142. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2142) to impose targeted sanc-

tions on persons responsible for violations of 
human rights of antigovernment protesters 
in Venezuela, to strengthen civil society in 
Venezuela, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with amend-
ments; as follows: 

(The part of the bill intended to be 
stricken is shown in boldface brackets 
and the parts of the bill intended to be 
inserted are shown in italic.) 

S. 2142 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Venezuela 
Defense of Human Rights and Civil Society 
Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The Central Bank of Venezuela and the 

National Statistical Institute of Venezuela 
have stated that the inflation rate in Ven-
ezuela was 56.30 percent in 2013, the highest 
level of inflation in the Western Hemisphere 
and the third highest level of inflation in the 
world behind South Sudan and Syria. 

(2) The Central Bank of Venezuela and the 
Government of Venezuela have imposed a se-
ries of currency controls that has exacer-
bated economic problems and, according to 
the World Economic Forum, has become the 
most problematic factor for doing business 
in Venezuela. 

(3) The Central Bank of Venezuela and the 
National Statistical Institute of Venezuela 

have declared that the scarcity index of Ven-
ezuela reached 28 percent in December 2013, 
which signifies that one in 4 basic goods is 
unavailable at any given time. 

(4) Since 1999, violent crime in Venezuela 
has risen sharply and the Venezuelan Vio-
lence Observatory, an independent non-
governmental organization, found the na-
tional per capita murder rate to be 79 per 
100,000 people in 2013. 

(5) The international nongovernmental or-
ganization Human Rights Watch recently 
stated, ‘‘Under the leadership of President 
Chàvez and now President Maduro, the accu-
mulation of power in the executive branch 
and the erosion of human rights guarantees 
have enabled the government to intimidate, 
censor, and prosecute its critics.’’. 

(6) The Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2013 of the Department of State 
maintained that in Venezuela ‘‘the govern-
ment did not respect judicial independence 
or permit judges to act according to the law 
without fear of retaliation’’ and ‘‘the govern-
ment used the judiciary to intimidate and 
selectively prosecute political, union, busi-
ness, and civil society leaders who were crit-
ical of government policies or actions’’. 

(7) The Government of Venezuela has de-
tained foreign journalists and threatened 
and expelled international media outlets op-
erating in Venezuela, and the international 
nongovernmental organization Freedom 
House declared that Venezuela’s ‘‘media cli-
mate is permeated by intimidation, some-
times including physical attacks, and strong 
antimedia rhetoric by the government is 
common’’. 

(8) Since February 4, 2014, the Government 
of Venezuela has responded to 
antigovernment protests with violence and 
killings perpetrated by public security 
forces, and by arresting and unjustly charg-
ing opposition leader Leopoldo Lopes with 
criminal incitement, conspiracy, arson, and 
intent to damage property. 

(9) As of March 13, 2014, 23 people had been 
killed, more than 100 people had been in-
jured, and dozens had been unjustly detained 
as a result of antigovernment demonstra-
tions throughout Venezuela. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

ANTIGOVERNMENT PROTESTS IN 
VENEZUELA AND THE NEED TO PRE-
VENT FURTHER VIOLENCE IN VEN-
EZUELA. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States aspires to a mutually 

beneficial relationship with Venezuela based 
on respect for human rights and the rule of 
law and a functional and productive relation-
ship on issues of public security, including 
counternarcotics and counterterrorism; 

(2) the United States supports the people of 
Venezuela in their efforts to realize their full 
economic potential and to advance rep-
resentative democracy, human rights, and 
the rule of law within their country; 

(3) the chronic mismanagement by the 
Government of Venezuela of its economy has 
produced conditions of economic hardship 
and scarcity of basic goods and foodstuffs for 
the people of Venezuela; 

(4) the failure of the Government of Ven-
ezuela to guarantee minimal standards of 
public security for its citizens has led the 
country to become one of the most violent in 
the world; 

(5) the Government of Venezuela continues 
to take steps to remove checks and balances 
on the executive, politicize the judiciary, un-
dermine the independence of the legislature 
through use of executive decree powers, per-
secute and prosecute its political opponents, 
curtail freedom of the press, and limit the 
free expression of its citizens; 

(6) the people of Venezuela, responding to 
ongoing economic hardship, high levels of 
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