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As this chapter of his career draws to a
close, | hope he enjoys a joyous and restful
break in the company of good friends and
family, and wish him the best of luck in all his
future endeavors.

HONORING MS. SHEILA JORDAN

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the extraordinary career of Ms.
Sheila Jordan on the occasion of her retire-
ment. Ms. Jordan is retiring after serving for
fifteen years as the Alameda County Super-
intendent of Schools.

A proud native of the Bronx, Ms. Jordan
graduated from Rutgers University with a B.A.
in English. She went on to get her M.A. in
Special Education from San Francisco State
University, and is the holder of a lifetime
teaching credential, a credential for teaching
the learning handicapped, an Administrative
Credential from California State University
East Bay, and a Certificate in Executive Man-
agement from the Graduate School of Public
Policy at UC Berkeley.

Prior to her service as Superintendent of
Schools, Ms. Jordan served on the Oakland
City Council and the Oakland Unified School
District Board of Education, and was a teacher
for 20 years.

During her time as Superintendent of
Schools for Alameda County, Ms. Jordan has
overseen the implementation of numerous pro-
grams designed to promote civic engagement
and service, environmental education, arts and
technology integration, math, language arts,
and science. Her leadership has clarified and
solidified the role of county offices of edu-
cation and influenced new statewide policies.
Her efforts to create a regional model have
deepened the ties and accountability between
school districts and county offices and inspired
student success. For instance, she helped to
forge a closer alliance with Chabot Space &
Science Center's education department in
order to provide county and regional schools
with training and support of STEM and
STEAM opportunities.

Ms. Jordan has also served in numerous
community service positions, including the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Economic Develop-
ment Alliance for Business; and the boards of
the Chabot Space & Science Center, the
Workforce Investment Board, United Way, and
the Interagency Children’s Policy Council. She
is also a former member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the East Bay Leadership Founda-
tion, a past co-chair of the Alameda County
Superior Court Children’s Waiting Room
Project, and a former Fellow of the Bay Area
Writing Project.

Among other honors, Ms. Jordan has re-
ceived the Outstanding Educator of the Year
Award from the Peralta Presidential Council of
the Alpha Delta Kappa educational sorority,
the Educator of Excellence Award from
Hispanos Saludos, the Programs of Excel-
lence Award from the Association of Contra
Costa County Administrators, and has been
named Alumnus of the Year by California
State University Hayward.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Ms. Sheila Jor-
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dan, | salute you. | thank you for a lifetime of
service and congratulate you on your many
achievements. | wish you and your loved ones
the very best as you transition to this exciting
new chapter of life.

—
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Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, in response
to the Ebola epidemic, our government must
take decisive action to combat and prevent the
spread of this disease. We should also build
up a concerted international effort to stem this
epidemic.

There still exist critical needs in containing
Ebola’s spread. We, and several other na-
tions, have made available limited resources;
but it's not enough. Taiwan, though not di-
rectly affected, once again has risen to the
challenge of helping other people in need.

On December 4th, Taiwan’s Representative
to the United States, Ambassador Shen, offi-
cialy announced the contribution of
$1,000,000 to the Global Distribution Fund of
the Centers for Disease Control. This is in ad-
dition to 100,000 personal protection suits that
Taiwan has donated to the medical authorities.
This donation will help prevent deaths and al-
leviate some of the pain and suffering of vic-
tims, as well as offer hope where hope is
scarce.

In crisis after crisis we have seen our old
and reliable friend Taiwan respond. For exam-
ple, over the past few years Taiwan imme-
diately responded with aid to Japan’s earth-
quake and tsunami in 2011, the Philippines
Typhoon in 2013 and even donated over
$1,000,000 to the United States in the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy.

In times of crisis it is important to know on
whom you can depend. Taiwan and its people
remain dedicated to the same principles that
guide our nation, and they can be counted
upon in times of crisis. We are very grateful to
Taiwan for this major contribution.

——————
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Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my constituent, Dr. Michael B.
McCall. Dr. McCall is the Founding President
and Chief Executive Officer of the Kentucky
Community and Technical College System
(KCTCS). Since his appointment in 1998, Dr.
McCall has honorably served as the head of
a system made up of 16 colleges located on
more than 70 campuses across the state,
serving over 92,000 students. He recently an-
nounced his retirement, effective January
2015.

KCTCS is the largest provider of workforce
training in Kentucky, serving more than 5,300
businesses and training more than 52,000 em-
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ployees annually. Among his many achieve-
ments, Dr. McCall has led the KCTCS Board
of Regents’ ratification or approval of more
than 700 credit program options that resulted
in certificates, diplomas or associate degrees.
Under Dr. McCall's leadership, KCTCS be-
came the state’s largest provider of online
learning, offering more than 77 online creden-
tials. Other KCTCS accomplishments spear-
headed by Dr. McCall include the creation of
the North American Racing Academy (first col-
lege-affiliated horseracing academy in the
United States), the Kentucky Coal Academy,
the Kentucky Fire Commission, and the Ken-
tucky Board of Emergency Medical Services.

Dr. McCall has also personally received nu-
merous awards and honors, including the Phi
Theta Kappa’s prestigious State Community
College Director Award of Distinction and the
2005 National Council for Continuing Edu-
cation and Training’s National Leadership
Award. In addition, the National Institute for
Staff and Organizational Development hon-
ored Dr. McCall with its 2005 International
Leadership Award. Dr. McCall also received
the prestigious honor of selection by the Ken-
tucky Monthly Magazine as the 2004 Ken-
tuckian of the Year, and on June 30, 2006, Dr.
McCall completed his tenure as Board Chair
of the American Association of Community
Colleges (AACC). This marked the first time
ever that a system-level president was elected
chair of the AACC board.

A recent study by the National Center for
Higher Education Management Systems high-
lighted many KCTCS accomplishments
achieved under Dr. McCall's leadership. For
example, KCTCS ranks 5th among the na-
tion’s community and technical college sys-
tems in the category of “improvement over
time in its outreach to younger working-aged
adults without college degrees.” In addition,
from 2000 to 2012, KCTCS experienced a 63
percent increase in enroliment, while at the
same time, the population of KY citizens aged
18 to 34 only increased by 2%. Finally, at
least one of KCTCS’s colleges has been
awarded a “top-ten” finish in each of the three
rounds of the Aspen Prize for Community Col-
lege Excellence.

| salute Dr. McCall for his exemplary service
to KCTCS, the state of Kentucky, and the na-
tion.

———
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RIAL HIGHWAY” AND THE
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | applaud
the unanimous passage today of H.R. 4926,
which names a segment of Interstate 35 the
“James L. Oberstar Memorial Highway.”

Jim Oberstar was an infrastructure partisan,
a transportation expert, and had more influ-
ence over the House Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee—a committee he served
as staffer, member, ranking member, and
chairman—than anyone in the last 50 years.
And he was like an uncle to me.

Jim was a man of remarkable memory and
learning. He spoke a half-dozen languages.
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