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HONORING MR. JOHN RUMSEY

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize John Rumsey for his lasting
impact in the field of developmental disability
advocacy and his exceptional service to those
in need.

Early in his professional career, Mr. Rumsey
turned his attention to helping those who were
less fortunate than himself. In 1974, he joined
the Contra Costa ARC, a non-profit, public
benefit organization that is dedicated to help-
ing adults with significant disabilities to realize
their full potential and find meaningful employ-
ment.

In addition to his important work at Contra
Costa ARC, Mr. Rumsey was an early active
advocate for the accreditation of disability
services agencies. As a statewide leader in
the developmental disability field, John
Rumsey held several key positions, such as
President of California Disabilities Services
Association. Today, the State of California re-
quires the accreditation of such agencies to
ensure quality service, due in large part to Mr.
Rumsey’s strong advocacy.

In 1984, Mr. Rumsey left Contra Costa ARC
and devoted himself to assisting the develop-
mentally disabled residents of Marin County.
In 1990, Mr. Rumsey worked with other advo-
cates to found Marin Ventures, where he
served as the Executive Director for 21 years
until his retirement in 2011.

Even in retirement, Mr. Rumsey continues
to advocate for those in need and remains a
strong voice for developmentally disabled
adults. Please join me in expressing deep ap-
preciation to John Rumsey for his long and
singularly exceptional career, and for his out-
standing record of service to the people of
Marin County and beyond.

———

ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE
EXPERIENCE ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, our nation encour-
ages personal savings in a number of ways
throughout the tax code and now with the
ABLE Act we are adding one more, specifi-
cally for individuals with disabilities. As we ac-
knowledge through this legislation the impor-
tance of saving for individuals with disabilities
and their families, it is important to place this
policy in context and ensure the public and
policymakers appreciate the continued need
for effective asset tests in means-tested pro-
grams.

The ABLE Act explicitly ignores ABLE ac-
count balances and withdrawals for purposes
of determining eligibility for Medicaid and other
means-tested programs; under the SSI pro-
gram, the first $100,000 in account balances
is not counted as resources and withdrawals,
except for those relating to housing, are not
counted as income. This treatment is designed
to provide generous new incentives to save for
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individuals with disabilities and their families,
which current policy limits.

It would be a mistake for the public and fu-
ture policymakers to argue that similar treat-
ment should be afforded all low-income indi-
viduals under existing means-tested programs.
Indeed, recent advances in administering re-
source limits suggests that such tools should
be used more aggressively in making proper
determinations about whether other individuals
have sufficient personal means of support be-
fore asking taxpayers for government benefits.
These advances rebut recent claims that ad-
ministering resource limits is overly time con-
suming and burdensome, and suggest that
State and Federal agencies are increasingly
able to apply these limits in a cost-effective
and efficient manner. For example, on March
11, 2011, the Ways and Means Human Re-
sources Subcommittee heard testimony from
the Social Security Inspector General about
the use of electronic tools such as the Access
to Financial Institutions (AFI) program, which
allows the Social Security Administration to
automate the process of checking for assets,
limiting the burden on recipients and field of-
fice employees who administer the program.

Another argument for ensuring the use of
effective resource limits for non-disabled indi-
viduals involves program cost. Especially if
able-bodied individuals have significant assets
or other resources on which to depend, they
can and should be expected to use those re-
sources first to support themselves before
turning to taxpayer support. The alternative
would be a significant expansion of taxpayer
spending on able-bodied individuals who have
significant personal resources they can and
should turn to first for support. Recent years
have seen examples of that through significant
degradations in the effectiveness of the re-
source test in the food stamp program.

As of November 2010, thirty-three states
and D.C. excluded the value of all vehicles in
making food stamp eligibility determinations
and in the last five years nearly every state
has chosen to not have an asset test for food
stamp benefits at all. Not surprisingly, due to
these changes and other factors, the food
stamp program has grown from 17 million re-
cipients in the year 2000 to nearly 48 million
recipients today, at four times its former cost
to taxpayers. In July 25, 2012 testimony be-
fore the Ways and Means Human Resources
Subcommittee, Professor Doug Besharov of
the University of Maryland described this phe-
nomenon as “eligibility creep,” or “The proc-
ess through which programs are successively
expanded through a series of small steps,
many of whose impacts are imperceptible at
the time.”

Future policymakers need to protect against
such eligibility creep and continue to ensure
that limited taxpayer dollars are properly tar-
geted to individuals needing assistance. Just
as the ABLE Act allows parents to ensure suf-
ficient resources are available to support their
disabled children after they no longer can do
so, we need to be good stewards of taxpayer-
funded programs to ensure they are sustain-
able in the future. Continuing to effectively and
efficiently administer income and resources
limits, especially with regard to able-bodied in-
dividuals, is critical to achieving that goal.

E1783

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
DINGELL ON HIS RETIREMENT
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OF NEW YORK
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Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend a warm goodbye to the Dean of the
House, JOHN DINGELL, who | am honored to
call my dear friend of over forty years. The
people of Michigan’s 12th congressional dis-
trict as well as the people across the nation
are truly grateful for the devotion and leader-
ship that he has provided over the last half
century in Congress.

JOHN has certainly demonstrated what it
means to be a true American patriot and hero.
A fellow veteran, he is currently one of two
World War Il veterans still serving in Congress
leaving Texas Republican RALPH HALL as the
sole member who served in World War II.

JOHN has made it his life’s work to fight to
protect the health and well-being of both our
people and our planet, and we have all bene-
fited from his hard work and many accom-
plishments during his tenure. JOHN acted as
the driving force behind imperative legislative
initiatives like the Clean Water Act of 1972,
the Clean Air Act of 1990, and the Endan-
gered Species Act.

Through dedication and an everlasting thirst
for public service JOHN has made an indelible
impact in this institution. His charismatic can-
dor will be missed. | will always be thankful
that JOHN fought alongside me in Congress in
times of both good and bad. | know JOHN will
remain a voice of reason in our nation.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE COLUMBUS (GA)
CHAPTER OF THE LINKS, INCOR-
PORATED

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the noble work
of the Columbus (GA) Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated on the eve of its 50th anniver-
sary. The Columbus (GA) Chapter was char-
tered on December 19, 1964. Its members
and supporters will be celebrating this mile-
stone at a luncheon on Saturday, December
13, 2014.

The Links, Incorporated traces its origins
back to 1946. Margaret Roselle Hawkins and
Sarah Strickland Scott gathered seven friends
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to form a group
to respond to the pressing needs of the Afri-
can-American community after World War II.
Today, an esteemed international women’s
service organization, The Links, Incorporated
aims to improve the lives of African Americans
by providing them with essential resources
and services which offer disadvantaged com-
munities new hope for improved lives.

| would like to take this opportunity to spe-
cifically acknowledge the great work of the Co-
lumbus (GA) Chapter of The Links, Incor-
porated. The Columbus (GA) Chapter has im-
plemented and sustained The Links,
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