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Mary Pennington, and her late great-aunt,
Mary Natonski. Parks comes from her great-
grandfather, Wayman Parks Allen.

She is the first grandchild for grandparents
General and Mrs. Richard Natonski, and Cass
and Cindy Pennington. Proud great-grand-
parents include Sadie Natonski, Mary Pen-
nington, and Wayman and Mary Allen.

Mary Parks Natonski joins a wonderful fam-
ily who are devoted to her well-being and will
empower her for a bright future.

——————

HONORING THE BOTHELL HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 2014 Bothell High School football
team. On December 6, the Cougars won the
4A Washington State football championship,
finishing their outstanding season with a per-
fect record of 14-0. | congratulate them on
this exemplary achievement.

The resounding 24—-14 victory over the de-
fending champions, Chiawana High School,
left no doubt that Bothell is the state’s best
team. This championship win is especially re-
markable for the Cougars, as it is the football
team’s first state title in school history.

| would like to give special recognition to
Caleb Meyer, Damani St. John-Watkins, and
Ross Bowers, for their exceptional perform-
ances in Saturday’s game. Meyer and St.
John-Watkins both capped the season with
over 100 yards rushing, but it was quarterback
Ross Bower’s score with 6 seconds remaining
in the 3rd quarter that grabbed the headlines.
On a scramble from 5 yards out, Bower land-
ed a complete front flip over the Chiawana de-
fenders on his way into the end zone. He also
went 17-19, passing for over 200 yards and a
touchdown.

The Cougars displayed a great deal of char-
acter and determination throughout this sea-
son led by Coach Tom Bainter. His constant
encouragement and training helped guide the
Cougars to this momentous victory.

Again, | congratulate the Bothell football
team on all of their success. Their accomplish-
ments on the field this season are hard-
earned and well-deserved.

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 4, 2014

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today | am vot-
ing against the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA) of Fiscal Year 2015. Although this
bill contains a few positive measures and pro-
visions that | support it unfortunately creates a
two year blank check for the U.S. to wage a
war against the Islamic State of Iraq and Le-
vant (ISIL) in both Syria and Irag.

| am vehemently opposed to this two year
authorization to train and equip as yet un-
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known forces in both Syria and Iraq to combat
ISIL. Tragically, Congress has once again ab-
dicated its constitutional responsibilities under
War Powers. Instead of voting on a vague au-
thorization today, we should wait and pass
judgment on a more detailed assessment on
this operation and vote on a specific author-
ization for use of military force (AUMF). In ad-
dition to the $5 billion already authorized to
continue the fight against ISIL, this bill mistak-
enly allows for the reprogramming of funds as
the President sees fit from the $63.7 billion
overseas contingency operations account,
which has turned into a slush fund to fight un-
authorized wars.

If you turned to any of my colleagues today
and asked the basic question who are the
5,000 fighters that the U.S. will train and equip
in Syria, they could not give you an answer.
Not even our intelligence agencies know who
we can trust. Before granting authorization,
Congress should at least know who it is we
are giving U.S. weapons to and what their ide-
ology and political goals are. This is a com-
plex mess of various actors, many of whom
cannot be considered trustworthy allies. The
Syrian opposition is made up of hundreds of
thousands of fighters from various factions
that are also fighting amongst each other.

In Iraq, the U.S. is looking to form an alli-
ance with a new government whose current
Prime Minister has yet to prove he will bring
Sunnis back into an inclusive society and gov-
ernment. At the moment the Iraqgi army barely
exists on paper. The main Iragi force currently
fighting ISIL, Asaib Ahl al-haq, is incredibly
hostile to the U.S. and was attacking our
troops up to the last day of the U.S. occupa-
tion of Irag. The enemy of our enemy is not
always an ally.

That is why it is so critical that Congress be
presented with a detailed plan of this “train
and equip” operation including who it is that
we are arming before we vote and this author-
ization fails to do that.

Most importantly what we are voting on
today is a small part of President Obama’s
larger strategy to go to war with ISIL. No
President can declare war without Congres-
sional authorization. If the U.S. is going to war
with ISIL as it appears that we are, then my
colleagues need to vote on an AUMF. The
American people did not elect us to punt the
responsibility for matters of war and peace to
the President. The purpose of an AUMF is to
lay out in detail the scope, plan, purpose, and
duration of a military operation and to provide
both classified and non-classified briefings to
Congress and allow them to debate and ex-
press their opinions on the merits of this. Ab-
sent an AUMF from Congress, we are commit-
ting ourselves to an open ended war, declared
by the President about which we have little to
no details.

Despite my disagreements with the Presi-
dent on defense policy, members of our
armed forces must be adequately funded and
get the services they deserve. The bill in-
cludes increased funding for the National
Guard, a 1% pay raise for our troops, and ad-
ditional funding for mental health screenings
and psychological services for those who have
served and suffer from post traumatic stress
disorder. Additionally, this bill prevents the re-
tirement of the A—10 Warthog, a more cost ef-
fective close air-support weapons system than
the F=35 Joint Striker, contains funding for nu-
clear non-proliferation activities, and acquisi-
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tion reform measures that take a small step in
reining in the bloated Pentagon budget. |
strongly support these provisions of the
NDAA.

Lastly, there was a public lands package at-
tached to this bill that include provisions that
are critical to the West Coast and Oregon.
The REFI Act will save West Coast fishermen
millions of dollars by refinancing expensive,
unfair high-interest federal loans. The expan-
sion of the Oregon Caves National Monument
will boost the local economy and create need-
ed jobs in southern Oregon, protect the unique
cave system for hiking and other recreational
opportunities, and it designates the River
Styx—the  underground stream  running
through Oregon Caves—as the first subterra-
nean Wild and Scenic River in the nation. The
package wasn’t perfect, but it was the result of
a multi-year negotiation to clear the backlog of
mostly non-controversial, locally supported
lands bills that have languished in this dys-
functional Congress. | didn’t pick the vehicle to
move these bills, and unfortunately it was at-
tached to the NDAA.

Again, | will ultimately vote no on this legis-
lation because it contains a two-year blank
check to fight an unauthorized war in Iraq and
Syria. Congress shouldn’t duck its responsi-
bility to thoroughly debate and discuss the au-
thorization of use of force.

———

IN HONOR OF NEW MEXICO HOUSE
CHIEF CLERK STEPHEN ARIAS

HON. BEN RAY LUJAN

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the distin-
guished career of New Mexico House Chief
Clerk Stephen Arias, who is retiring at the end
of the year.

Mr. Arias began his career with the New
Mexico Legislature in 1966 and worked his
way through the ranks of the House, starting
as a clerk reading legislation, a payroll officer,
and even a coat checker. In 1983 he was
elected House Chief Clerk by the majority cau-
cus and has served in that position for the
past 31 years. In that time, Mr. Arias became
the third-longest serving legislative clerk in the
country. Originally elected Chief Clerk under
Speaker of the House Raymond Sanchez, Mr.
Arias went on to serve under four subsequent
speakers as he was re-elected time and again
by the members of the House—a testament to
the tremendous job he did over three dec-
ades.

Although they may not receive a lot of atten-
tion, Chief Clerks are essential to the smooth
functioning of the legislature. Chief Clerks are
in charge of hiring seasonal staff, tracking and
filing bills, maintaining and setting the House
budget, keeping communication between the
House and Senate chambers flowing smooth-
ly, and helping incoming lawmakers and com-
mittees address constituent issues. Mr. Arias
has done all these things and more during his
tenure as Chief Clerk, and | applaud his tire-
less work ethic. | congratulate Stephen Arias
on his remarkable career, and | wish him the
best in his future endeavors.
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HONORING MOUNT ZION
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mount Zion Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Canton, Mississippi.

The population of Madison County, Mis-
sissippi has been predominantly African-Amer-
ican since 1840. Prior to 1865, some mem-
bers of the African-American population, most
of whom had arrived in the county as slaves,
were permitted to attend worship services, to
be baptized and to be married in the area
churches. They were also allowed to join es-
tablished white congregations.

Early county records indicate that slaves
were a part of the church communities. The
Old Madison Presbyterian Church, the First
Presbyterian, and the First Baptist listed a
total membership of one hundred and thirty-
four. One hundred were slaves and the other
thirty-four were whites.

After the Civil War and freedom, African-
Americans naturally desired to establish their
own houses of worship. In 1865, the newly
freed members of the congregation of First
Baptist, with encouragement and financial as-
sistance from their white counterparts, orga-
nized Mount Zion Baptist Church. Rev. T. J.
Drane, pastor of the white church, served as
minister receiving for his services a monthly
salary of one dollar.

In 1870, Drane and R. B. Johnson donated
two acres of land on the northern boundary of
the plantation to Mount Zion. The first church
was erected on Freedman Hill, located at the
corner of North Railroad and Bowman Streets,
according to the 1898 George and Dunlap
map of Canton. Rev. Drane called for a meet-
ing with council along with Mr. Will Powell
from the white Baptist Church to help establish
the church.

In addition to serving as pastor, Rev. Drane
ran a day school and was assisted by Lillian
Highgate, a white female. Rev. Drane received
an additional $1.50 a month for his services.
He also organized and maintained the first
Sunday school class. All other organizations
came into existence after Rev. Drane’s res-
ignation. Rev. Jordan Williams replaced him.

Newspapers frequently carried announce-
ments concerning Mount Zion’s activities. For
example, “Several converts at the Colored
Baptist Church were baptized at the railroad
culvert,” or “Rev. Williams, pastor of the Col-
ored Baptist Church, immersed ten converts
last Sunday night”. The second church site
was across the street where the TWL parking
lot is now located.

The third and fourth pastors were Rev-
erends Mass and Davis. The fifth pastor, Rev.
R.T. Sims, served for eighteen years and Rev.
W. L. Varnado for seven. The seventh through
the tenth pastors were as follows: Rev. Brad-
ley, Rev. Morris, Rev. Drew, and Rev. A. D.
Purnell.

By the 1920’s, the congregation had out-
grown the church and Rev. Purnell, along with
members, began raising money for a larger
building. The new lot for our present church
was purchased from Jack Warren. Rev.
Purnell asked Mr. S. M. Reddrick, Vice Presi-
dent of Madison County Bank, to serve as
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custodian over the church’s building funds. He
also asked if he would direct the building of
the church and issue bonds to underwrite con-
struction costs.

The bank issue $14,000 in bonds. Raymond
H. Spencer was the architect of the neoclas-
sical brick structure. He also designed the
First Methodist Church of which Reddrick was
a member. The building was erected in 1929
at the cost of $35,000. The congregation
moved into the new structure February 1930.

Rev. P. F. Parker, the eleventh pastor, with
the help of God and members, burned the
mortgage. Under his leadership the church
grew. For example, the following organizations
played an active role in missionary work: Sen-
ior Missionary Society, Junior Matrons, Young
Woman'’s Auxiliary, Red Circle/Sunshine Band,
Sunday school, Baptist Training Union, Senior
Choir, Gospel Chorus, Junior/Beginner's
Choir, New Membership Club, Pastor's Aide,
Boys’ Bible Club and Usher Board. Rev.
Parker served until his death in 1970.

Mount Zion continued to serve the African-
American community religiously and socially.
During the summer of 1964, Mount Zion was
the location of a pivotal moment in our state’s
civil rights struggle. In her autobiography,
Coming of Age in Mississippi, Ann Moody
notes that Mount Zion was the biggest Negro
church in Canton and the center of the local
marches.

On Friday, May 29, 1964, on the church
lawn, six hundred community and church
members witnessed the near death beating of
McKinley Hamilton, a young African-American
man. As a result, eighty church members
marched on the Madison County jail in one of
the first protest marches in Canton. Mount
Zion became known as the “Church of Ref-
uge”. In 1968, twelve hundred students from
Rogers High School marched because they
were outraged over the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. A group of parents led them
to Mount Zion. Rev. Parker opened the doors
of the church to them, thus saving them from
injury by law enforcement officers waiting for
them on Hickory Street in front of High’s Fu-
neral Home.

Dr. W. L. Johnson, our twelfth and present
pastor, has served for twenty-nine years. His
words have power through the Holy Spirit.
Under Dr. Johnson’s leadership, the church
has continued its growth. For example, the
church has been air-conditioned, carpeted
throughout, a fellowship hall and recreation
center built and equipped, four parking lots
purchased and surfaced, restrooms were re-
modeled, a lounge installed, pews padded, a
new intercom system purchased, speakers in-
stalled in the pulpit and choir loft, additional
chairs purchased for the choir and seating
areas in the wings, two new copiers, a com-
puter, storage room, and a fifteen passenger
van and twenty-seven passenger bus were
also purchased. The stained glass windows
were repaired, and the pastor study was
moved upstairs.

We now have a summer recreation pro-
gram. Our membership is approximately 500
and still growing. The church is one of the
most monumental, intact, and historic re-
sources associated with the Canton African-
American Community. As a result of this, the
church was recently placed on the registry of
Historical Buildings.

Our aim is to give every God-seeking per-
son an opportunity to receive salvation. The
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church clearly reflects the importance of the
social and religious life of the African-Amer-
ican community from its birth in 1865 up to the
present. Let us resolve to make service to
Christ a priority in our lives.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MARIE E. THOMP-
SON, AUDREY B. LESESNE, WIL-
LIAM J. “BILLY” BARKER AND
THE STAFF OF THE SEVENTH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Marie E. Thompson, Audrey B.
Lesesne, and William J. “Billy” Barker, my
most senior staff, for their steadfast service,
longevity of commitment and passionate per-
formance in serving the constituents of the
Seventh Congressional District of North Caro-
lina.

These individuals have served faithfully with
me throughout my entire Congressional ca-
reer, and their exemplary service has truly
made a difference in the many lives which
they have impacted by their professional,
prompt, and persistent service.

Marie Thompson’s work on constituent serv-
ices is unparalleled and has inspired other
Congressional Offices to emulate her distin-
guished service.

Audrey Lesense’s mastery of multiple re-
sponsibilities, sharp insight, and valuable insti-
tutional knowledge have been greatly admired.

Billy Barker’'s practical working knowledge
and unfailing work ethic have been integral to
the respect he has earned throughout our dis-
trict by citizens everywhere.

These three individuals have proudly and
graciously given their very best in the service
of their country and our district, and | am
grateful for their work and their friendship. In-
deed, they—along with the many others who
have served in our Congressional office over
these past 18 years—have proven that team-
work and loyalty demonstrate the true dedica-
tion and determination they possess and the
devotion to the people that they have given.

May God bless them and all of our staff,
both past and present, for their strong, distin-
guished service to the people with purpose
and passion—and for which our country, the
people of our district, and | will forever be
grateful.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
CONGRESSMAN HERMAN BADILLO

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
grief to honor the passing of Herman Badillo,
a great New Yorker, a great friend and a man
that worked honorably for this country. | fondly
remember walking down 116th street, the bor-
derline of Harlem and East Harlem, as we
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