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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with my colleague, Congressman
JARED HUFFMAN, to honor Ralph Benson upon
his retirement as Executive Director of the
Sonoma Land Trust.

For the past twelve years, Mr. Benson has
worked tirelessly to guide, expand and
strengthen the Sonoma Land Trust, enabling
the organization to better fulfill its goal of pro-
tecting and conserving our lands for genera-
tions to come. During his time as the Execu-
tive Director, Mr. Benson increased the
Sonoma Land Trust's budget from $1 million
to $5 million, doubled its staff and more than
doubled its membership. During his tenure,
the Sonoma Land Trust acquired 5,630 acres
in the Jenner Headlands and opened the
Baylands Center at Sears Point Ranch for use
as an environmental education center. Under
his leadership, Sonoma Land Trust is currently
working on a tidal wetlands restoration project
and trail expansion along San Pablo Bay and
Highway 37.

Mr. Benson’s impressive work to grow his
organization and take on sizable projects has
bestowed tremendous benefits upon our com-
munity. The Sonoma Land Trust now protects
48,000 acres of land, up from 15,000 acres,
and has attracted outside capital to the County
of Sonoma that amounts to more than $80
million.

Mr. Benson’s colleagues credit his success
to his ability to foster enduring and productive
partnerships and connections. A true leader,
Mr. Benson inspired others to believe in his vi-
sion of what the Sonoma Land Trust was ca-
pable of achieving and with hard-work and his
can-do attitude, made his vision a reality.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank Mr. Benson for his in-
valuable contributions to land conservation in
Sonoma County. On behalf of a grateful com-
munity, we wish him a most enjoyable
retirement.

——————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an outstanding citizen,
leader, pastor and inspiration to the Colum-
bus, Georgia community, Colonel (Ret) Roy
George Plummer. Colonel Plummer will be re-
tiring as JROTC Director of Army Instruction of
the Muscogee County School District in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. A retirement dinner in cele-
bration of Colonel Plummer will be held on
Thursday, December 11, 2014 at the National
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning in Columbus,
Georgia.

A native of Jamaica, Colonel Plummer en-
listed in the U.S. Army and served in several
military assignments in the United States and
Germany. He completed his Active Duty Army
career as Chief of Chaplains at Fort Benning.
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He currently serves as the Chaplain for Rotary
International District 6900, The State of Geor-
gia.

As JROTC Director, he was responsible for
eight high school JROTC programs and four
other county JROTC programs. Since 1998,
he has worked to create a successful district-
level JROTC program which has grown from
400 cadets to an outstanding current operating
enrollment of 1200 cadets. Under Colonel
Plummer’s leadership, the Muscogee County
School District JROTC has earned GHSA
State Rifle Championships, state-level awards
in drill team and raider competitions, and hon-
orable recognition in the annual JROTC Aca-
demic Bowl.

Always pressing towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus, to better improve the craft of Christian
ministry and discipleship, Colonel Plummer
has been the Senior Pastor and CEO of Faith
Tabernacle Community Church, Inc. in Colum-
bus, Georgia since he founded the church in
1994.

A shining light in the Columbus community,
Colonel Plummer has played a leading role in
several other religious-affiliated and commu-
nity-based organizations, including the St.
Francis Hospital Foundation, Columbus Hos-
pice, United Way, Boy Scouts of America, and
the Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of
Commerce.

To top off his diverse portfolio of service,
Colonel Plummer served as an Assistant Pro-
fessor at Columbus State University in the De-
partment of Counseling Graduate Studies. He
has earned a baccalaureate in Biblical Lit-
erature, Master of Arts in Human Relations
and Group Process, Master of Science in
Guidance and Counseling, Master of Divinity
in Pastoral Care, and Doctorate in Divinity.
This solid educational background coupled
with his compassion and leadership inspired
Colonel Plummer to create the Plummer
Home for homeless and disenfranchised mili-
tary veterans.

Colonel Plummer has achieved numerous
successes in his life, but none of this would
have been possible without the grace of God
and his four daughters and seven grand-
children. He lives by Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is
my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom
shall | be afraid?”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in honoring Colonel (Ret) Roy George
Plummer on the occasion of his retirement as
JROTC Director of Army Instruction and rec-
ognizing him for his many great contributions
to the people of Columbus, Georgia and the
United States and for his life of selfless serv-
ice to God, the church and to humankind.

———
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to an-
nounce the introduction of H.R. 1, the Tax Re-
form Act of 2014. This bill—which formalizes,
without modifications, the tax reform discus-
sion draft | released publicly on February 26,
2014—reflects the years of work undertaken
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on this critical issue by the Committee on
Ways and Means during my time as chairman.
| want to thank the members of our com-
mittee, on both sides of the aisle, for their tire-
less efforts and for their outstanding contribu-
tions to this legislation and to the transparent,
inclusive process that produced it. While | will
not be returning to the House of Representa-
tives next year, | very much look forward to
watching the ongoing work of our great com-
mittee as the tax reform debate continues to
unfold in the 114th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the urgent need to fix our bro-
ken tax code—and the incredible progress
we've made toward making tax reform a re-
ality for the first time since 1986—has already
been well documented, and | will not seek to
recount all of that background and history here
today. But | do hope that, going forward, Con-
gress will continue to focus on the twin goals
that have guided the tax reform process thus
far—strengthening the economy, and making
the tax code simpler and fairer for all Ameri-
cans.

When | set out to produce a comprehensive
tax reform bill, | wanted to do it the right way.
So, over the last four years, the Ways and
Means Committee held over 30 public hear-
ings, including the first joint hearings with the
Senate Finance Committee on tax policy since
World War Il. Ways and Means Ranking Mem-
ber SANDY LEVIN—my home state colleague—
and | formed 11 bipartisan working groups to
tackle different areas of the tax code. In that
time, | also launched TaxReform.Gov, which
received more than 14,000 public comments
and suggestions, while Sen. Max Baucus (D—
MT) and | left the confines of Washington, DC
to talk with taxpayers all across the country. |
am proud to say that we have done this in the
most open, transparent, and bipartisan way—
getting input from all sides. Now, the debate
about whether to do tax reform is over; the
only debate now is about how.

At its core, the Tax Reform Act of 2014 is
about making the tax code simpler and fairer
for hardworking taxpayers. | believe every tax-
payer should be able to do his or her taxes
without fear that someone with better account-
ants or lawyers is getting a better deal. This
legislation does that by ensuring that virtually
all taxpayers would pay the least amount of
taxes without having to keep track of every re-
ceipt and record and live in fear of an IRS
audit. This legislation makes the Code more
effective and efficient by getting rid of narrowly
targeted provisions to lower tax rates across
the board. This will enable small and large
businesses alike to expand operations, hire
new workers, and increase benefits and take-
home pay.

The proposal flattens the rate structure by
reducing rates and collapsing today’s seven
individual rate brackets into two brackets of 10
and 25 percent for virtually all taxable income,
ensuring that over 99 percent of all taxpayers
face rates no higher than 25 percent. The plan
also reduces the corporate rate to 25 percent.

By making America’s corporate tax rate
more competitive and by modernizing our anti-
competitive international tax rules, which have
not been reformed since the 1960s, we would
encourage companies to keep their head-
quarters in the United States, so they can
grow, invest, and hire here, instead of moving
overseas in search of a better tax environ-
ment. We need a real solution to this growing
problem, and | believe a significantly lower
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