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law to develop policies and legislation that em-
power tribal nations to protect Native Amer-
ican women from sexual and domestic vio-
lence. 

Ms. Deer is a nationally recognized activist 
and expert in the movement to end violence 
against Native American women, a professor 
of law, and co-director of the Indian Law Clinic 
at William Mitchell College of Law. As a mem-
ber of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, she 
works with grassroots and national organiza-
tions to protect Native American victims of vio-
lence. 

Receiving the MacArthur Foundation Fellow-
ship is a testament to Ms. Deer’s outstanding 
work. This includes membership on the Amer-
ican Bar Association (ABA) Commission on 
Domestic Violence and the board of the Na-
tional Alliance to End Sexual Violence. In 
2007, Ms. Deer led Amnesty International’s re-
port, Maze of Injustice, which cast domestic vi-
olence as an international human rights prob-
lem. Her efforts were instrumental in passing 
the 2013 Violence Against Women Act, giving 
tribal courts the power to prosecute non-Na-
tive Americans who assault Native American 
spouses or dating partners, or violate a pro-
tection order on tribal lands. 

Ms. Deer has exhibited exceptional devotion 
to a worthy cause and continues to improve 
countless lives. I appreciate all that she has 
done to serve our nation, and I thank her for 
her exemplary work. She deserves this honor. 
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Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of Philadelphia’s greatest lu-
minaries, Ms. Dorothy Johnson-Speight, 
Founder and Executive Director of Mothers In 
Charge, Inc. She is a respected leader, solid 
advocate and inspirational speaker against the 
war to end senseless acts of violent crime. 
Her work, though rooted in Philadelphia, has 
led to national appearances and presentations 
across the United States and abroad. 

A licensed family therapist, Dorothy actively 
engages in championing the rights of children 
and families. She has a distinguished career 
in victim advocacy. In 2001, her life was for-
ever changed following the tragic murder of 
her son Khaaliq Jabbar Johnson over a park-
ing space dispute. That tragic incident left Mrs. 
Johnson-Speight needing the support of oth-
ers. She reached out to other grieving mothers 
and together they founded the non-profit orga-
nization Mothers In Charge, Inc., a grassroots 
organization whose mission is violence pre-
vention through education. Mothers In Charge 
engages in proactive intervention with chil-
dren, young adults, families and community 
organizations. 

The work of Mothers In Charge under the 
direction of Mrs. Johnson-Speight has moti-
vated mothers from around the country who 
have suffered the indescribable loss of a child. 
Chapters of this extraordinary organization 
have been founded in Wilmington, DE, San 
Francisco, CA, Los Angeles, CA, Kansas City, 
MO, Atlantic City, NJ, Brooklyn, NY and Har-
risburg, PA. 

The extraordinary work of Dorothy Johnson- 
Speight and Mothers In Charge has been ap-
preciated and acknowledged by some of the 
nation’s most influential publications and orga-
nizations. Dorothy has been the recipient of 
numerous awards, including the Best Philadel-
phia Award from the Philadelphia Magazine; 
the Philadelphia Eagles identified her as one 
of the 75 Greatest Living Philadelphians; in 
2012, the Philadelphia Tribune chose her as 
one of Philadelphia’s Most Influential African 
American Leaders, and the Philadelphia In-
quirer named her Citizen of the Year in 2013. 
The recognition doesn’t stop there as Mothers 
In Charge has also received numerous organi-
zational awards and recognitions. The organi-
zation was the focus of a special feature on 
the OWN Network’s ‘‘Our America’’ with Lisa 
Ling. Villanova University produced a docu-
mentary, No Greater Pain which journal’s 
Dorothy’s unspeakable loss and her arduous 
and unexpected journey to victim advocacy. 

Organizational awards include the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s Director of Commu-
nity Service Award, the Wells/Fargo/Wachovia 
Community Service Award, and the School 
District of Philadelphia Humanitarian Award. 

I am pleased to lead the Congress in hon-
oring Dorothy Johnson-Speight—founder of 
Mothers In Charge—for her unceasing efforts 
and outstanding progress in victim advocacy. 
Her legacy in Philadelphia and her mark on 
the national stage for victim advocacy will 
leave a legacy on generations to come. 

f 

HONORING PASTOR E.L. KING 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Pastor E.L. King, who 
is a former Educator in the Greenwood Public 
School District, Extraordinary and public serv-
ant. 

Mrs. Ethel King was born in Leflore County 
on June 8, 1959 to Robert and Ethel L. Law-
rence. At the age of thirteen, her mother died 
and she was nurtured by her grandfather, Mr. 
Willie James Lawrence, along with her seven 
siblings. 

Mrs. King attended Greenwood Public 
School. She dropped out of school in the 
twelfth grade in 1976 because she had her 
first child. She was very independent and de-
termined to make an easier life for her child. 
She immediately went to work at Rocky Manu-
factory at the age of eighteen. She remained 
there 31⁄2 years. She left Rocky Manufactory 
to work for Irvin Industry Automobile & Parts 
for 31⁄2 years. After seven years of working in 
a factory environment, she felt life had more to 
offer her. She went on to take her GED and 
attended Mississippi Valley State University in 
1986. Before completing college in November, 
1989, her daughter fell ill and later died with 
Leukemia in December, 1990. While at the 
University Hospital, she volunteered as a coor-
dinator to help parents cope with their chil-
dren’s illness. She later volunteered with a 
candidate for a supervisor position in the 2nd 
District in Greenwood. 

Mrs. King was called into the Ministry in 
1992. She completed her Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Criminal Justice in 1993. After com-

pleting her degree, her health failed. She con-
tinued to fight on in 1996. She went to work 
as a volunteer permanent substitute teacher at 
Dickerson Elementary School under the lead-
ership of Mrs. Vivian Redmond. Later she was 
hired as a full-time substitute teacher. Mrs 
King was very dedicated to educating children. 

In 1998 she was hired at Bankston Elemen-
tary School as an assistant teacher until her 
health failed again. She retired in 2006. After 
retiring from the school system, Mrs. King 
worked as a Notary Public of the State of Mis-
sissippi under Governor Haley Barbour. She 
also volunteered with the Fannie Lou Hamer 
Foundation in Leflore County. Later, she be-
came Pastor of Monument of Grace Church II 
in Lexington, MS for three years under the 
leadership of Bishop L.J. Johnson. 

Pastor Ethel L. King has made an impact on 
the lives of many children and adults alike, en-
couraging them through the scripture, ‘‘. . . 
but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all things shall be added 
unto you.’’ 

Pastor Ethel L. King is married to Edward E. 
King and they are the proud parents of two 
beautiful daughters and eight precious grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pastor Ethel L. King, a Former 
Educator, a Pastor who is yet inspiring others 
and often giving of herself to make many lives 
better. 

f 

SUPPORTING AMERICA’S 
CHARITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
some degree of frustration that I voted no on 
H.R. 5806. I strongly support some of the indi-
vidual provisions; indeed, I am the leading 
Democratic cosponsor of the provisions relat-
ing to charitable contributions from individual 
retirement accounts. 

I have been a leading supporter of land 
trusts, working closely with them to fix chal-
lenges raised by application of the estate tax 
for instance, and broadly supporting their work 
across the country to protect and preserve our 
nation’s heritage and open spaces. I have 
worked hard to improve resources for Or-
egon’s food banks and to end hunger both at 
home and abroad. 

Today, we are abandoning any semblance 
that this Congress is going to work on major 
accomplishments before we adjourn. 

With this and similar tax extender votes, 
Congress appears to have given up on deficit 
reduction, despite my colleagues otherwise 
voracious appetite for it—an appetite that led 
to House Republicans attempting to cut nutri-
tion assistance to poor Americans by $39 bil-
lion last year. Section five of this bill, in fact, 
specifically strikes the Republican’s own PAY- 
GO rules. Budget-busting proposals are roar-
ing through here with no semblance of hon-
oring the Republicans’ own budget rules or 
their budget resolution. 

With this and similar tax extender votes, 
Congress appears also to have given up on 
tax reform because we are not going to be 
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