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able to have meaningful tax reform if we are
just willy-nilly going to rush all these provisions
through.

My colleague, Chairman CAMP, worked for
years to produce a deficit-neutral tax reform,
which had much to commend it, and | com-
mend him for his hard work. All of these provi-
sions of tax extenders were addressed in his
tax reform, but they were dealt with differently.
Not all were extended permanently. Some
were modified and some were repealed, as
part of a deliberative process to evaluate their
impact and to not break the bank. This vote—
like similar unpaid for permanent tax extender
votes—abandons that effort.

This bill is not going to be enacted into law
as the President's veto threat makes clear,
and Congress will pick up where it left off—
and frankly, where Mr. CAMP left off—as we
work with our colleagues in the other body
and our constituents to move forward on the
things that we are all committed to in a way
that is fiscally responsible, is bipartisan and
thoughtful, to get the outcomes we all share.

——

RECOGNIZING 2015 ILLINOIS
TEACHER OF THE YEAR STEVE
ELZA

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Steve Elza, the 2015 lllinois
Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Elza is an Applied Technology teacher
at William Fremd High School in my district
who teaches Automotive Technology classes
and is the sponsor of the school Auto Club.
He has worked in School District 211 and
Fremd High School for over 7 years and
strives to create an educational environment
where students learn real-world skills they can
take with them after graduation.

| think we can all agree that teachers are in
a unique position to mold their students, and
good teachers can guide and inspire students
to achieve. Speaking to his students and
peers, it is clear that Mr. Elza is a great teach-
er. Day in and day out he goes above and be-
yond to create a classroom environment
where students can pursue projects they are
passionate about, an approach that energizes
his students, expands their skillsets, and re-
minds them that learning can be fun. Teaching
students to explore their interests, and con-
sider their career prospects, Mr. Elza has had
an outsized impact on the success of his stu-
dents as they go out into the workforce as
young adults.

Evidence of his unique approach isn't hard
to find. Through the Auto Club, students par-
ticipate in various extracurricular activities like
practicing maintenance repairs on cars of fac-
ulty members and competing in a national
automotive competition held annually in Las
Vegas. By engaging students to enjoy and
apply what they are learning, Mr. Elza has
broken through the bustle of busy young lives
to really leave a mark on students. It's proven
to be a winning formula.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues
please join me in recognizing Mr. Steve Elza
for his outstanding service and congratulate
him on being named the 2015 lllinois Teacher
of the Year.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF KELLY
KNOTT

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Katherine “Kelly” Marjory
Krauser Knott. Kelly fought a courageous bat-
tle against breast cancer, which sadly took her
life on December 3.

As demonstrated at a memorial service ear-
lier this week, Kelly touched many lives. The
gathering held in her memory overflowed with
love and grief shared by her many friends, col-
leagues, and family members.

Kelly was a graduate of New Canaan High
School and St. Mary’s College in Notre Dame,
Indiana. She earned a master's degree from
George Washington University.

She began her career in the nation’s capital
as an aide to our former colleague, Rep. Mel
Hancock of Missouri. She worked in and
around policy with true grace and profes-
sionalism. She held various positions through-
out her distinguished career and was univer-
sally respected and admired.

I met Kelly my first week as a new Member
of Congress and was struck by her knowledge
of both policy and politics. She had a great
understanding of the Hill and worked tirelessly
to advance the goals of her members. | not
only considered her a colleague but a friend.

As important as her professional achieve-
ments were, they do not compare to the suc-
cess she enjoyed in her personal life. Kelly
was a devoted wife to her husband Stewart
and beloved mother to Carson, Halle, and
Kendall.

| ask the House to join me in offering con-
dolences to the Knott family and keep them in
your prayers as they mourn the loss of a re-
markable woman.

—

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,997,912,502,715.74. We've
added $7,371,035,453,802.66 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

HONORING MARVIS HOOD, JR.

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of the Marvis Hood, Jr., who,
after proudly serving his country, passed away
on December 8, 2014, from complications re-
lated to pneumonia.
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Marvis “Big Daddy” Hood, Jr. was born in
Marlin, Texas to Marvis and Jewelene Hood
with one sibling, Graham Hood. In 1960, Mr.
Hood joined the United States Air Force and
later re-enlisted in the United States Army
52nd Sig BN, performing 22 years of military
service. He voluntarily served three tours in
Vietnam and eventually retired on Oct 6, 1984
as a Staff Sergeant. During his service, he
earned five Good Conduct Medals, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam
Service Medal (5 campaigns), the Vietnam
Campaign Medal, the Vietnam Cross of Gal-
lantry w/Palm, and Expert on Rifle and Pistol
awards. He earned the nickname “Big Daddy”
playing football during a duty station assign-
ment in Naples, Italy where he earned MVP
as an Offensive tackle.

While in the military, he married Vera Mae
Touchstone, a childhood friend. They had
three sons, Roderick, Marcus, and Marvis Il
Mr. Hood remarried on March 18th, 1977, to
the love of his life Dora Jean Taylor. Having
moved to Modesto for the remainder of his
military career, he also served as a Reserve
Officer with the Stanislaus County Sheriff De-
partment.

Being a resident of Modesto for 37 years,
Mr. Hood was involved in many charitable en-
deavors that benefited many in and outside
the community of Modesto. Because of his ap-
preciation for the opportunities his military ca-
reer provided, which helped shape the man he
became, Mr. Hood was deeply concerned
about veteran issues; especially the health
and welfare of homeless veterans. He estab-
lished a yearly “Standown” for homeless vet-
erans, that was modeled after the concept es-
tablished during the Vietnam War, to help pro-
vide health services, winter clothing, food, and
a warm safe place for the night.

Wanting to provide service for more than a
few days a year, Mr. Hood was looking for a
long term solution that led him to establish the
Central Valley Homeless Veterans home. He
provided a support system to aid many vet-
erans in getting back on their feet. The
Stanislaus County chapter of the American
Red Cross awarded the Good Samaritan Sen-
ior Hero award to Marvis Hood, Jr. for his
work helping veterans

Mr. Marvis Hood Jr. is survived by his wife
Dora; his three sons Roderick Hood, Marcus
Hood and Marvis Hood lll; his brother Graham
Hood; and half-brothers Dwight Hood and
Mike Wallace. He is loved and remembered
by a host of family, friends, and the many he
helped.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
the life of Marvis “Big Daddy” Hood, Jr. and
all of his excellent contributions to veterans
and the community. Anyone who knew Marvis
saw a gregarious and sometimes larger than
life personality which at times hid a teddy bear
heart of gold which was always willing to lend
a helping hand or timely words of wisdom.

HONORING TRINA GEORGE
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 11, 2014
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-

er, | rise today to honor Trina George, who is
a Director, Leader and Public Servant.
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Trina George was appointed on June 29,
2009, by President Barack Obama to serve as
Mississippi’s Director of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Rural Development. She has
made history by being the first woman ap-
pointed in this position for the State of Mis-
sissippi. In her new role, she is charged with
assisting residents of rural Mississippi with a
range of programs such as: Affordable Hous-
ing, Water Systems Upgrades, and Economic
Development Efforts. Rural development also
provides grant and loan assistance to local
governments and non-profit organizations for
fire and police protection as well as health
clinics, libraries and other facilities for public
use. She is an advocate for rural communities
throughout the state to assist with their
growth, development and sustainability.

Prior to this appointment, Mrs. George
served for 15 years as a Special Project Coor-
dinator for Congressman BENNIE THOMPSON
where she resolved community and constitu-
ency issues by thinking inside, outside and
around the box. Her hands-on experience in
the Congressional Office served as an ideal
prerequisite for her role in rural economic de-
velopment and community participation for the
State of Mississippi.

Mrs. George served on many civic organiza-
tions, including education and volunteer
groups. She is actively involved in the commu-
nity where she is: a Board Member for the
Heart of the South Girl Scouts Council, which
serves Northern Mississippi and Southern
Tennessee; and a Member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc, and Pl Alpha Alpha Honor
Society. She holds a Bachelor's Degree from
Mississippi Valley State University and a Mas-
ter's Degree from Mississippi State University.
She is currently a Ph.D. Candidate in Public
Policy and Administration at Walden Univer-
sity. Also, she holds a Professional Certificate
in Management and Leadership from the
NeighborWorks Training Institute of America in
Washington, DC.

Mrs. George is an important advocate for
rural communities throughout the state. She
administers and manages over 40 programs
which include: housing; business and coopera-
tive programs; community programs; and com-
munity facilities which are designed to improve
the quality of life in rural America. Rural De-
velopment is an agency that the Obama Ad-
ministration wants to see in the forefront of ef-
forts to promote renewable energy and con-
servation of natural resources while ensuring a
safe, sustainable, nutritious food supply
through the Agency’s cooperatives for present
and future users.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Trina George, a director, leader
and advocate, who is improving the quality of
life for rural America.

————

CONGRATULATING SARAH KAPLAN

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to thank
Sarah Kaplan for her many contributions to
the New Democrat Coalition. At the end of this
year, Sarah will be leaving the New Dem staff
to continue graduate school full-time.

The New Democrat Coalition, which | have
the pleasure to lead as Chair, is a group of 55
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pro-growth, innovative solutions oriented Mem-
bers of the House Democratic Caucus. The
New Dems are committed to a growth agenda
that speaks to Americans’ hopes for a brighter
economic future. Whether it's revolutionizing
the ways we prepare people for the jobs of the
future, encourage a spirit of innovation and
entrepreneurship, or maintaining America’s
competitiveness in a rapidly-shifting global
economy, the New Dems continue to work to
advocate these priorities and modernize the
policy and messaging of the Democratic Cau-
cus.

Sarah joined the New Dem staff in May
2013 as a staff assistant and research asso-
ciate. She hit the ground rolling and was valu-
able at the start to the Members and staff of
the Coalition. Recognizing her growth in the
office, she was promoted to Policy & Member
Services Aide where she assisted the New
Dem Leadership Team and the Executive Di-
rector in strengthening the cohesion of the Co-
alition and advancing our policy priorities.
Sarah was particularly valuable in working on
the Coalition’s innovation, education, national
security, and trade policy priorities.

Next year, Sarah expects to earn a Masters
in Security Studies with a focus on Terrorism
and Substance Violence from Georgetown
University. After earning her graduate degree,
she plans to continue serving our nation by re-
joining government in national security policy.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Members of
the New Democrat Coalition, thank you Sarah.

TRIBUTE TO KAREN L. DAILY
HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a truly amazing Hoosier,
Mrs. Karen L. Daily, who passed from this
world to the next on December 7, 2014. | wish
to express my heartfelt gratitude and apprecia-
tion for her leadership and service to our com-
munity, state, and country.

Karen served for many years as Deputy
Clerk before her election by the people of
Benton County to three non-consecutive terms
as Clerk of the Circuit Court. As a member of
the Association of Clerks of the Circuit Courts
of Indiana, Karen was chosen several times
by her peers to serve as Treasurer. She was
actively involved in the organization, devoting
time to advocate on behalf of her profession
while also serving on the Legislative Com-
mittee.

Though | had known Karen for many years,
it was not until after my election as Secretary
of State that | realized how truly blessed the
people of Indiana were to have such a tireless
and professional public servant. She used her
talents as a voice for rural communities on the
Statewide Voter Registration System Steering
Committee, a group tasked with the responsi-
bility to develop and implement a single voter
file for the State of Indiana. Each month, her
leadership was evident in the actions taken by
the committee to integrate the system state-
wide. Through her leadership, the system
came online on time, worked well from the be-
ginning, and saved Indiana millions of dollars.

Karen leaves four children, seven grand-
children and ten great-grandchildren to carry
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on her legacy of community service and joins
her late husband Larry, in eternity. | am a bet-
ter leader and public servant because of the
lessons learned and advice received from
Karen. She was a true friend and mentor.

On behalf of all Hoosiers, | am humbled to
honor Karen here today. She will be missed
for her friendship, leadership and most of all,
her character. God bless you, Karen.

———
SPEECH OF

HONORING CONGRESSMAN HENRY
WAXMAN AND CONGRESSMAN
GEORGE MILLER ON THEIR RE-
TIREMENT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the long and distinguished ca-
reer of Congressman HENRY WAXMAN.

Congressman WAXMAN'’s career speaks for
itself. He has been at the forefront of many of
the most important legislative and policy bat-
tles of the past four decades. From combating
Big Tobacco to championing the Affordable
Care Act, HENRY has been an indispensable
voice in the House. It was an honor to serve
with him and | commend his long and storied
career.

| had the privilege of serving alongside Con-
gressman WAXMAN on the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform. During
our time together on the Oversight Committee,
we focused on investigations into cost over-
runs and money wasted on reconstruction in
Iraq.

I\C}Ir. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
service of Congressman HENRY WAXMAN in
the United States House of Representatives.

—————

HONORING SHERIFF PATRICK B
PEREZ

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Patrick B Perez and his tenure as the
Sheriff of Kane County.

Sheriff Perez retired on Sunday, November
30th, 2014 after over 22 years of service to
Kane County. Since becoming the first His-
panic sheriff of Kane County in 2006, Sheriff
Perez had many successes, including his ef-
forts to combat gang violence, heroin and
other substance abuse problems in Kane
County. During his tenure, the city of Aurora
saw a 13-month period from 2012-2013 of no
reported murders. Sherriff Perez oversaw the
creation of the agency’s website, which sees
more than one million visitors a year, and the
construction of a new shooting range for the
244 officers who must show competence with
their weapons twice a year. He also led suc-
cessful charitable efforts and community out-
reach programs, such as the citizens’ police
academy and the annual car show.

He served with professionalism, a strong
work ethic, and a sense of duty to the officers
under his command and the community they
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