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and women on their achievements. They have 
made the Bronx proud. 

f 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON RES-
OLUTION ‘‘COMMEMORATING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WORLD WAR I CHRISTMAS 
TRUCE OF 1914’’ 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I have 
introduced a resolution commemorating the 
centennial anniversary of the World War I 
Christmas Truce of 1914. 

One hundred years ago this month, soldiers 
on the Western Front came together to unoffi-
cially pause hostilities and celebrate the 
Christmas holiday without regard for country 
lines or battle lines. The truce gave armies on 
both sides an opportunity to bury their fallen 
comrades, as well as share some festive 
cheer while far away from their homes and 
families. 

Reports from soldiers on the front lines were 
that soldiers engaged in singing carols, shar-
ing food and other provisions, and even light-
hearted games. One of the most well-known 
aspects of the Christmas Truce is the im-
promptu football game that took place among 
the men. Many football clubs to this day rec-
ognize the Christmas Truce by holding com-
memorative games, and this year’s historic an-
niversary will feature a number of recognitions 
in the sporting world. 

The Christmas Truce has always inspired 
me as a reminder that it is possible for oppo-
nents to look beyond their differences and see 
each other as people, but I have a more per-
sonal connection as well. My great-grandfather 
was one of the soldiers present during the 
Christmas Truce, and his story and his experi-
ences have been passed down as family lore. 

I’ve also been drawn to this year’s com-
memorations by my good friend Don Mullan, 
an Irish author who has been championing 
worldwide celebrations of this proud moment 
in world history. Don has been developing a 
Christmas Truce and Flanders Peace Field 
Project in Messines, Belgium in partnership 
with the United Nations Office on Sport for De-
velopment and Peace and UNESCO. This 
project has gained the support of Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and 
will help ensure that the Christmas Truce, and 
more importantly, the lessons it has taught us, 
will always be remembered. 

I hope that this holiday season, wherever 
we are, we can all take a moment to remem-
ber the Christmas Truce and to remind our-
selves of a time when soldiers laid down their 
weapons and recognized how essential it is to 
value humanity. The Christmas Truce is a 
symbol of the triumph of the human spirit over 
adversity, and reminds us that even in the 
darkest times, we should always strive toward 
peace. 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
together with my colleagues—the Honorable 
BOB GOODLATTE, Chairman of the House Judi-
ciary Committee; the Honorable SPENCER 
BACHUS, Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust 
Law; and the Honorable HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, JR., Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial 
and Antitrust—to recognize the 50th anniver-
sary of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States. 

Every year, federal agencies issue thou-
sands of regulations that concern the food we 
eat, the air we breathe, and the autos we 
drive. Although regulations play a role in myr-
iad aspects of our daily lives, there is no inde-
pendent, nonpartisan entity—other than the 
Administrative Conference of the United 
States—that exists specifically so that Con-
gress can call upon it to evaluate ways to im-
prove the regulatory process. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Administrative Conference of the United 
States, an independent federal agency tasked 
by Congress to make recommendations in-
tended to improve the administrative process 
and to provide nonpartisan expert advice. 
Over the course of its existence, many of 
these recommendations have been enacted 
into law or voluntarily implemented by federal 
agencies and the federal judiciary. As a result 
of the Conference’s excellent work, our Na-
tion’s federal administrative procedures are 
not only looked to as a standard around the 
world, but constantly in the course of addi-
tional improvement. 

From its inception in 1964, the Conference 
has provided invaluable guidance to all three 
branches of government, including federal 
agencies, Congress, and the federal judici-
ary—about how to make the regulatory proc-
ess more responsive, efficient, and cost-effec-
tive. Members of the Conference are drawn 
from executive and judicial branches of the 
federal government, academia, as well as 
from the private sector. 

Congress has assigned the Conference im-
portant responsibilities in the implementation 
of the Administrative Dispute Resolution Act, 
the Negotiated Rulemaking Act, the Equal Ac-
cess to Justice Act, the Congressional Ac-
countability Act, and the Magnusson-Moss 
Warranty-Federal Trade Commission Improve-
ment Act. In addition, the Conference has fa-
cilitated judicial review of agency decisions 
and helped eliminate various technical impedi-
ments to such review. And, the Conference 
helps save taxpayer dollars. Just one agency 
alone—the Social Security Administration—es-
timated that the Conference’s recommendation 
to change that agency’s appeals process 
would result in approximately $85 million in 
savings. 

In recognition of its many accomplishments, 
the Conference has enjoyed broad bipartisan 
and bicameral support over the years. Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson signed the initial 

legislation creating the Conference into law in 
1964, and President George W. Bush reau-
thorized the Conference in 2008. Similarly, the 
Conference is supported by the private sector 
and advocacy groups across the political 
spectrum. 

United States Supreme Court Justices Ste-
phen Breyer and Antonin Scalia have testified 
before the House Committee on the Judiciary 
in support of the Conference and its work on 
not just one, but two highly historic occasions. 
Justice Breyer, for example, cited the Con-
ference’s ‘‘unique’’ role in identifying ways to 
improve the federal regulatory process. He ex-
plained in 2004, prior to the Conference’s re-
vival in 2010: 

Given the Conference’s rather low cost (a 
small central staff, commissioning academic 
papers, endless amounts of volunteered pri-
vate time, and two general meetings a year), 
it is indeed a pity that by abolishing this 
Conference, we have weakened our federal 
government’s ability to respond effectively, 
in this general way, to the problems of its 
citizens. 

I have not found other institutions readily 
available to perform this same task. Indi-
vidual agencies, while trying to reform 
themselves, sometimes lack the ability to 
make cross-agency comparisons. The Amer-
ican Bar Association’s Administrative Law 
Section, while a fine institution, cannot call 
upon the time and resources of agency staff 
members and agency heads as readily as 
could the Administrative Conference. Con-
gressional staffs cannot as easily conduct 
the technical research necessary to develop 
many of the Conference’s more technical 
proposals. The Office of Management and 
Budget does not normally concern itself with 
general procedural proposals. 

Justice Scalia also described the Con-
ference’s ‘‘unique’’ characteristics. Citing its 
‘‘combination of talents from the academic 
world, from within the executive branch . . . 
and, . . . from the private bar, especially law-
yers particularly familiar with administrative 
law,’’ he observed, ‘‘I did not know another or-
ganization that so effectively combined the 
best talent from each of those areas.’’ In sum, 
Justice Scalia said that ACUS was ‘‘obviously 
. . . a worthwhile organization’’ and that it 
was ‘‘an enormous bargain.’’ 

Accordingly, we are pleased to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Conference and to ex-
press our continued support for its very impor-
tant work. 

f 

FINANCIAL VICTIMIZATION 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, for approxi-
mately the past six years, innocent customers 
of three failed broker-dealers—the securities 
firms of Bernie Madoff, Allan Stanford, and 
McGill, Smith, have been unfairly victimized 
time and time again despite the existence of 
remedial legislation enacted by Congress for 
the specific purpose of protecting such cus-
tomers. 

Initially these customers were victimized by 
the nefarious fraudsters, whose Ponzi 
schemes caused the failure of several securi-
ties firms and resulted in financial devastation 
for so many. Next, these customers were vic-
timized by the Securities Investor Protection 
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Corporation (SIPC) and their henchmen, 
whose antics, behavior, and positions were 
the antithesis of investor protection—financial 
self interest and preservation clearly appeared 
to be their guiding mantra. Finally, when SIPC 
sought the Court’s blessing for its wrongful 
conduct and breach of trust, the court’s bizarre 
deference to SIPC and their blatant 
misapplication of the Securities Investor Pro-
tection Act (SIPA) resulted in a perverted 
process and erroneous interpretations of 
SIPA, which, further victimized these cus-
tomers by depriving them of the financial pro-
tections and benefits mandated by SIPA and 
exposed them to draconian claw-back lawsuits 
seeking to strip them of what few remaining 
assets they might still possess. 

Examples abound supporting these conclu-
sions. If someone walked into a securities firm 
and purchased a stock or a bond, who would 
believe that such a person would not be con-
sidered a ‘‘customer’’ and would be denied 
basic Congressionally created customer pro-
tections? Why would a customer of a failed 
securities house, one who had no knowledge 
of a Ponzi scheme operated by the broker- 
dealer, be subjected to costly litigation to de-
fend the returns their account statements told 
them they had earned from their investments? 
Why would a customer of a broker-dealer re-
ceive a monthly ‘‘account statement’’, pur-
porting to evidence their financial position at 
the firm, and later the parties charged with 
protecting the rights of those customers be al-
lowed to disregard those statements and elimi-
nate all stated returns in the account? And 
who could have ever anticipated that this 
same entity would elect to adopt a ‘‘valuation’’ 
methodology patently designed to provide the 
lowest values to the customers in order to 
maximize its own bank accounts and re-
sources? While these results seem fanciful 
and far fetched, they are the realities that in-
nocent customers of these three broker deal-
ers have had to endure. 

While the courts are charged with the re-
sponsibility of interpreting statutes, that func-
tion properly involves determining Congres-
sional intent. If, as here, the Courts have mis-
interpreted that intent, it is then the role of 
Congress to reaffirm what it actually meant 
and to clarify how Congress meant to achieve 
the desired results. Thus the Garrett-Maloney 
bill is not an attempt to rewrite SIPA retro-
actively. Rather it is intended to reaffirm what 
Congress meant all along—the protection of 
innocent customers who have been defrauded 
by a dishonest broker-dealer. 

When Congress reconvenes in January, we 
will expeditiously address these important 
issues—victims have been victimized for too 
long. Victims will receive what they are due. 
Victims who had no actual knowledge of the 
frauds will be extricated from the harassing 
‘‘claw back’’ lawsuits. Much progress was 
made on these issues during the past two 
years—numerous hearings were held and 
support for the Garrett-Maloney bill is now ro-
bust and bipartisan. Addressing these issues, 
and providing appropriate remedies for the vic-
tims, will be a top priority in January, indeed 
an urgent one. 

IN PRAISE OF CONGRESSIONAL 
STAFF 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, throughout my 
tenure in the House of Representatives, I have 
been continually impressed by the legions of 
staffers who eagerly sign up to serve in the 
ranks of Congressional aides. 

Having started my own career of public 
service as a staffer in the U.S. Senate, I know 
a little about laboring behind the scenes, an-
swering the phones, responding to the mail, 
enduring the long hours of sometimes mun-
dane, often utterly thankless tasks that keep 
this place running for the people we were 
elected to serve. These eager, bright minds 
come to this place looking to make a dif-
ference in the world. They sacrifice higher 
paying jobs in the private sector, and precious 
time with their family and friends, in order to 
work without applause for the betterment of 
our Nation. 

These members of our staffs do their work 
anonymously and generally do their work ex-
ceedingly well, putting their heart and soul into 
fighting for the people we were elected to 
serve. Frankly, they put up with a lot and 
Members of Congress ought to do more to de-
fend these loyal employees. When the slings 
and arrows of public anger are aimed at this 
institution, these staffers have demonstrated, 
time and again, a selfless willingness to stand 
silently as their jobs and benefits are slashed 
in some ill-conceived sacrificial exercise. They 
are not our political shields. It is the lot of a 
leader—a true leader—to take the hits. 

Before retiring this year, I want to acknowl-
edge and express my deep gratitude to the 
staff members who have been by my side 
throughout my career. And I take this moment 
to express my undying thanks to those who 
stayed with me until the very end—never wa-
vering in their loyalty to me and the constitu-
ency we served together. These are out-
standing and dedicated individuals who de-
serve the highest praise for their selfless sac-
rifice and service in behalf of the people of 
southern West Virginia. 

David McMaster, my Chief of Staff 
Kent Keyser, my longtime aide and trusted 

advisor 
Kate Denman, my Deputy Chief of Staff 
Diane Luensmann, my Communications Di-

rector 
Carol Wallace, my Projects Director 
Josh Sutherland, my Legislative Cor-

respondent 
Megan Price, my Staff Assistant 
Andy Mollohan and Rachel Meyer, my Leg-

islative Assistants, 
Kelly Dyke, my District Director, and Greg 

Crist, Kim McMillion, and Larone Alexander, 
who worked in the Congressional Office in 
Beckley 

Debrina Workman, Teri Booth, and Debbie 
Stevens—my longtime district aides who 
staffed the Congressional Offices in Logan, 
Huntington, and Bluefield 

Jim Zoia, Ann Adler, Ward McCarragher, Ed 
Gilman, Lisa James, and Luke Strimer on my 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
staff. 

HONORING SHERIFF OLIVER 
PARKER, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraordinary com-
munity leader, Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr. 

Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr.’s life began in Dun-
can, MS. Sheriff Parker’s mother, Mrs. Eddie 
Mae Parker, relocated to Hinchcliff, MS when 
he was 10 years old. Sheriff Parker has re-
sided in Quitman County for over 50 years. He 
is a graduate of Quitman County High School, 
Northwest Junior College, and the Mississippi 
Law Enforcement Training Academy. Parker 
completed the Mississippi Fire Investigation 
Training Academy as a requirement to be-
come an Arson Investigator. He has one 
daughter, Fatina Parker Elliott; one grand-
daughter, Ashley-Faith Elliott; and one god- 
daughter, Detra Foster-Webb. 

Sheriff Parker has never been a stranger to 
hard work. He worked assiduously as a teen-
ager to help his single mother provide for his 
siblings. He has always had a desire to help 
others. He knew at an early age that he want-
ed to make a difference in the lives of the citi-
zens of Quitman County. He pursued his 
dreams of helping the citizens of Quitman 
County by beginning a career in law enforce-
ment. He served in the capacity of Deputy 
Sheriff for the Quitman County Sheriff’s De-
partment for 23 years. In 1999 he pursued his 
life-long dream of becoming the Sheriff of 
Quitman County. He was elected the first Afri-
can-American Sheriff of Quitman County in 
November of 1999 and took the Oath of Office 
on December 9, 1999. He began his respon-
sibilities as Sheriff of Quitman County on Jan-
uary 1, 2000. He has humbly served as Sheriff 
of Quitman County for 14 years. 

Since the beginning of his career as Sheriff 
of Quitman County, Sheriff Parker has insti-
tuted change in a variety of ways and made 
major contributions to the Quitman County 
Sheriff’s Department. Jailed youth are offered 
a variety of programs designed to help them 
avoid returning to jail, as well as GED tutoring 
and testing. The elderly are assisted via the 
TRIAD Program. Sheriff Parker also initiated 
the employment of a full-time School Re-
source Officer at Madison Shannon Palmer 
High School. Under Sheriff Parker’s leader-
ship, a full-time detective and additional depu-
ties and dispatchers were hired to assist with 
protecting and serving the citizens of Quitman 
County. Sheriff Parker’s leadership has proven 
to be successful, as there were no unsolved 
murders in Quitman County until February 8, 
2013. 

Sheriff Parker was present at a major mile-
stone in the history of Quitman County which 
was the unveiling of the Mule Train sign at the 
city limits of Marks, Mississippi. 

Sheriff Parker possesses sound judgment; 
he has a great sense of accountability to the 
citizens of Quitman County; and he has an ir-
reproachable professionalism. Sheriff Parker 
constantly seeks to establish relationships with 
the community that ensures continued trust 
and dependability. He is a God-fearing indi-
vidual who seeks to serve the citizens of 
Quitman County with the utmost respect, dig-
nity and honesty. 
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