December 12, 2014

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr. for his
dedication in being a respected community
leader.

———

MOTOR TRANSPORTATION
COMPANY 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
the Motor Transportation Company as they
celebrate their 100th anniversary.

The Motor Transportation Company, found-
ed in 1914 by Leon Dotter, began with a mail
route from Lehighton to Stroudsburg. Leon
also hauled coal from the Harwood Mines to
bins in the Hazleton Steam Heating Co. and
transported coal miners throughout local coal
mining villages. Following the economic dev-
astation of the Depression and the decline of
the coal industry, Herman Dotter, a veteran
who served in the U.S. Marine Corps, shifted
the company’s focus to school busing while
still ensuring residents of the Hazleton area
had access to first-class transportation. In
1959, Motor Transportation achieved national
recognition by winning Fleet Owner Maga-
zine’s color design award, no doubt due in
part to the company’s signature ‘“orange
wheels.” In 1978, Herman developed Hazleton
Area Transit, providing service from Hazleton
to the surrounding areas, and he also pro-
moted tourism into the region’s historic coal
mining area. Currently, third generation Lee
Dotter and Lori Dotter Yanuzzi run the com-
pany and maintain the organization’s commit-
ment to providing quality service, mainly fo-
cusing on tourism.

Mr. Speaker, on the 100th anniversary of its
founding, | thank all of the members of the
Motor Transportation Company, past and
present, for their hard work and continued ef-
forts to provide quality transportation services
and tours for the people of Northeast Pennsyl-
vania, and | wish the organization many more
years of successful service.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE VICKI BARNETT
FOR TWENTY YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE PEOPLE OF FARM-
INGTON HILLS AND MICHIGAN
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Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize a valued public servant
to the people of Michigan, my dear friend,
State Representative Vicki Barnett. After twen-
ty years of service to the residents of the
Greater Farmington area at both the local and
state level, Vicki is preparing to embark upon
new endeavors.

Prior to her embarking upon her journey of
public service, Vicki worked as a financial
planner, helping her clients realize their goals
through making sound investments, a profes-
sion she has continued during her tenure as
an elected official. Vicki is also a licensed ac-
cident, life and health insurance agent.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

As a person who cares deeply for the well-
being and vitality of her community, Vicki
sought to make a difference in Farmington
Hills, one of Oakland County’s most populous
and diverse cities, and was elected to the
Farmington Hills City Council in 1995. She
went on to serve as a Councilwoman for eight
years before the voters of Farmington Hills
elected her their mayor in 2003. While serving
as mayor, Vicki worked to revitalize her com-
munity by creating a long-term economic mas-
ter plan that focused on encouraging mixed-
use developments and increasing commercial
density—plans which put Farmington Hills at
the forefront of these efforts. In recognition of
her strong record of service and results, she
was named the President of the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League from 2006 to 2007 and was
named one of Detroit's most influential women
by Crain’s Magazine in 2007.

Following her time in city government, Vicki
went on to continue the legacy of another
great Farmington Hills Mayor in Lansing and
public servant, Aldo Vagnozzi, a man who
also served as her mentor. | know it was a
great honor for Vicki to be entrusted to suc-
ceed Aldo both as Mayor and later as Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills’ voice in Michi-
gan’s House of Representatives in Lansing. In
that role, she has continued her exemplary
commitment to public service, working across
the aisle as an advocate for strengthening
public schools, leveraging Michigan’s re-
sources to draw new industries to the state,
and protecting communities’ abilities to provide
essential services to their residents. In rec-
ognition of her outstanding leadership, she
was named the 2012 Legislator of the Year by
the Police Officers Association of Michigan.

| have been so fortunate to have a partner
at the state level like Vicki, who has been a
strong voice and valuable resource for the
people of Michigan. With experience that tran-
scends multiple levels of government, her ad-
vice on the issues affecting the state of Michi-
gan has been invaluable.

Mr. Speaker, as a public servant, | know
that our local elected officials are dedicated to
the communities they serve. Vicki has dem-
onstrated this throughout her tenure of service
to the people of the Greater Farmington area
and Michigan. | know her passion and reason
will be greatly missed by her colleagues in the
Michigan Legislature, but as someone who
cares deeply for her community, | know Vicki
will continue to be involved in endeavors that
seek to strengthen the City of Farmington Hills
and other municipalities across Michigan. |
wish her success in her new endeavors and
look forward to continuing to work with her for
the people of Michigan.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN RUSH
HOLT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the career of Congressman
RUSH HOLT.

During his time in the House, Congressman
HOLT has been a leader on protecting the en-
vironment and his voice on this important
issue will be sorely missed. A research physi-
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cist by training, his constituents are known to
boast bumper stickers proclaiming “My Con-
gressman IS a Rocket Scientist.” | know we
have all benefited from RuUSH’'s intelligence
and wisdom during his time in office.

| was fortunate to have the opportunity to
work with RUSH on protecting our environ-
ment. His perspective as a scientist has en-
riched the debate over conserving our natural
resources and seeking clean sources of alter-
native energy. | wish him the best in his new
role as CEO of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, a cause that is
close to his heart.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
service of Congressman RUSH HOLT in the
United States House of Representatives.

————

HONORING CHARLES MCcLIMANS
AND LOAVES AND FISHES COM-
MUNITY SERVICES

HON. BILL FOSTER
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Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Charles McLimans, the President and
CEO of Loaves & Fishes Community Services
in Naperville, lllinois.

Loaves & Fishes is a nonprofit community
organization that has become an institution for
Naperville and DuPage County for both the
population it serves and the over 1,500 volun-
teers that help every year. The Loaves &
Fishes Community Pantry provided aid to over
18,000 people in 2012-2013, handling over 3
million pounds of groceries. Additionally, the
organization’s Pathways to Empowerment pro-
gram assists people in accessing vital commu-
nity services and training courses.

Mr. McLimans is stepping down as Presi-
dent and CEO on January 9, 2014 after seven
years leading the organization. Under his lead-
ership, Loaves & Fishes has moved to a new
home, added additional services such as
healthcare counseling and computer classes,
and expanded its coverage to serve all of
DuPage County.

| would like to thank Charles McLimans for
his service to our community and for his tire-
less efforts in the fight against hunger.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN KNOCHEL

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 11, 2014

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and salute a notable Hoosier, Mr.
John Knochel, who after years of service to
Tippecanoe County, Indiana, will be retiring on
December 31, 2014. On behalf of the citizens
of Tippecanoe County, | wish to express our
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for his
leadership and service to our community,
state, and country.

John is a lifelong Hoosier and Tippecanoe
County resident. He served as District 1 Tip-
pecanoe County Commissioner since 1997.
During those 17 years, he oversaw the con-
struction of the County Parking Garage and
organized the development of the Tippecanoe
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