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Congressman TOM MARINO said: “l am
deeply saddened by the loss of Jerry Hogan.
He was a close friend and trusted advisor and
we all feel the void of his passing. My condo-
lences go out to his friends and family during
this time of sadness.”

Congressman PETER KING said: “Jerry put
up a terrific fight against his iliness over the
past four years and exemplified the term
Fighting Irish. | admired his dedication and
loyalty and will miss my good friend.”

Former Congressman Dan Lungren said:
“Jerry was a great friend and a special per-
son. Even during his time of need, fighting his
own battle, he heard of a challenge that a
member of my family was once again taking
on and he informed me that he awoke that
morning at 4 AM and said the Rosary in her
honor. That is how he lived his life thinking of
others and giving to others to the very end.
God Bless you Jerry and God Bless your won-
derful family during this sad time.”

——
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Frances “Fran” Roehm, a li-
brarian extraordinaire at the Skokie Public Li-
brary in my district who is retiring after 18
years of remarkable service to our community.

Fran graduated from the University of lllinois
and received a Bachelor's degree in History.
As a single mom, she was awarded a scholar-
ship from the then Secretary of State Jim
Edgar. This scholarship allowed Fran to return
to school and earn her Master’'s Degree in Li-
brary of Sciences, also from the University of
lllinois.

Fran Roehm has worked as the Skokie Net
Librarian and Community Liaison with distinc-
tion and has guided consumers to resources
in the community. Fran is a leader in the li-
brary community who works hard to bring the
best resources to patrons at the Skokie Public
Library. She shines a bright light on our com-
munity and the rich resources available at the
Skokie Library. Her compassion and leader-
ship inspire the people around her to advocate
for others.

She was nominated by State Senate Presi-
dent John Cullerton to serve on the “Eliminate
the Digital Divide Committee” and has proudly
served on that committee, which distributed
$4,000,000 in grants to organizations that
serve low-income populations. This important
grant program seeks to provide access to
computers, telecommunications technologies
and related training to disadvantaged commu-
nities—a major interest of Fran.

Fran also offered a wonderful form of out-
reach to my office. She realized that the Ii-
brary would be a perfect location for neighbor-
hood office hours and from there, we began
bringing our constituent services to the Skokie
Library in the evenings, once a month, for
constituents who cannot meet with our staff
during the day for help. This service also al-
lows the public to become more civically en-
gaged. In addition, Fran helped make our an-
nual Artistic Discovery high school art event,
which we hold every year at the Skokie library,
an extremely successful and welcoming event.
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Fran is masterful at putting resources and
people together. She has been a great advo-
cate and ally to our office.

Fran is the proud mother of son, Chris-
topher, who lives in California and a proud
grandmother to 5-year-old Twyla. Fran is a
warm, kind, generous person who has
touched and enriched countless lives.

| join others in the Skokie area and in Illinois
in offering my deep gratitude and appreciation
of Fran’s decades of work and lifelong com-
mitment to providing equal access to commu-
nity resources. Although she is leaving the
Skokie Library, she will remain a leader in our
community advocating for the underserved. |
wish her well and ask this body to do the
same.

—————

ANTI-SEMITISM AND ETHNIC
CLEANSING

HON. STEVE STOCKMAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 12, 2014

Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to discuss today an issue that continues to
haunt ethnic and religious minorities through-
out our world and in particular, a rise in anti-
Semitism and ethnic cleansing in Armenia. Mr.
Speaker, in other words, Armenia, throughout
its history continues to practice anti-Semitism
and ethnic cleansing of the Azerbaijani minor-
ity. Mr. Speaker, | would like to submit an arti-
cle written by Arye Gut, a board member of
the Israeli-Azerbaijani International Organiza-
tion entitled “Anti-Semitism in Armenia: A
Clear and Present Danger”. Mr. Gut clearly ar-
ticulates the issues of anti-Semitism and eth-
nic cleansing in Armenia.

ANTI-SEMITISM IN ARMENIA: A CLEAR AND

PRESENT DANGER
(By Arye Gut/JNS.org)

The conflict in Syria has forced millions to
leave their homes, among them many of the
country’s Armenian minority. Many have
fled and returned to Armenia, a safe haven
for ethnic Armenians—much as Israel is for
Jews around the world. So it is ironic, given
this shared need for a homeland free of reli-
gious intolerance, that Armenia’s own Jew-
ish community has been pressured and in-
timidated since the country attained inde-
pendence.

Anti-Semitism in Armenia is an unfortu-
nate and little-acknowledged fact. Since the
fall of the Soviet Union, the country’s Jew-
ish minority and Jewish heritage—the prod-
ucts of a more tolerant time—have shrunk
dramatically. The end of Soviet rule re-
moved constraint, and anti-Semitic attacks
rose dramatically. That, and Armenia’s on-
going economic collapse, drive the Jews of
Armenia to flee the country. In just 20 years,
Armenian Jewish population has shrunk
from more than 5,000 to just a few hundred.

And the cultural violence has continued.
Anti-Semitic books are published and TV
programs aired, and the Holocaust memorial
in the capital of Yerevan has been repeatedly
defaced. Of course, many countries have suf-
fered such unfortunate incidents, the prod-
uct of an ignorant populace. But in Armenia
such views have been espoused even by main-
stream politicians and media personalities.
In 2004, a pro-government radio presenter ex-
pressed anti-Semitic views for months on
end. A nationalist politician was also al-
lowed to freely make lurid slurs against
Jews before public pressure forced the gov-
ernment to arrest him.
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The dwindling Jewish community in Arme-
nia has complained about these attacks—the
head of the Jewish community expressed her
concern that ‘‘this [anti-Semitism] has the
backing of people in power.” But appeals
have fallen on deaf ears, which is hardly a
surprise when such attitudes are shared by
much of Armenian society. The Anti-Defa-
mation League’s latest survey in June 2014
showed that the rate of anti-Semitism in Ar-
menia (at 58 percent) was the third-highest
in all of Europe, and the highest in all of the
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
Thus, around 1.3 million out of 2.2 million
adults in Armenia expressed anti-Semitic at-
titudes. Armenia’s closest comparisons were
with virulently hostile countries in the Mid-
dle East.

Sixty-three percent of Armenians surveyed
believe that Jews are hated ‘‘because of the
way Jews behave;” 60 percent claimed that
“Jews don’t care what happens to anyone
but their own kind;”’ 45 percent think that
“Jews still talk too much about what hap-
pened to them in the Holocaust;”’ and 38 per-
cent consider that ‘‘Jews are responsible for
most of the world’s wars.”

Also disturbing, and of concern to Jews
around the world, is that in 1988 some 49,928
families (250,000 Azerbaijanis) were forced to
flee their places of origin in 172 Azerbaijani
inhabited villages, 89 villages with mixed
ethnic population, and six cities from Arme-
nia. During the deportation, 226 Azerbaijanis
were Kkilled by Armenians and scores
horrifically injured. Their houses and prop-
erties were burned as well.

The Khojaly massacre, committed by cur-
rent Armenian leadership with incredible
brutality, was one of the worst tragedies of
the 20th century. It is a historical fact that
the Armenian armed forces and gunmen
spared none of the Khojaly residents, who
had not managed to leave the city and its
surroundings. As a result of the atrocities of
the Armenian armed forces, 613 people were
killed, 487 people were crippled, and 1,275
people—the elderly, children, and women
who were captured—were subjected to un-
precedented torture, abuse, and humiliation.

In addition, Armenia, the aggressor, ille-
gally occupied 20 percent of Azerbaijan, in-
cluding Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adja-
cent districts. This caused a refugee crisis
numbering nearly 1 million innocent
Azerbaijanis, as they attempted to eth-
nically cleanse the region. Today, this re-
mains a threat to peace and security in the
South Caucasus region. Encouraged by in-
tense Armenian lobbying efforts in the U.S.
and other key nations, as well as by strong
and ongoing Russian military, economic, and
political aid, Armenia has ignored four
United Nations Security Council resolutions
associated with the occupation of Agzer-
baijani lands and treatment of civilians.

Perhaps this is not so surprising consid-
ering that one of Armenia’s closest allies is
theocratic Iran, which has always opposed
Israel’s right to existence. This strange rela-
tionship has been very beneficial for Iran,
which has used Armenia as a conduit for
smuggling and other illicit activities, often
with serious consequences for U.S. national
security.

The last point also has unnerving over-
tones for Armenia’s Jewish community,
which has never forgotten the participation
of the brutal 20,000-strong Armenian Legion
as part of Wehrmacht in the Second World
War. The Legion, led by the nationalist war-
lord known as General Dro, was tasked with
rounding up Jews and other ‘‘undesirables’
behind the German army as it swept across
Russia, and organized their death marches to
the concentration camps.

In such an environment, it is hardly sur-
prising that most of Armenia’s Jewish popu-
lation has either fled or intermarried to
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avoid attracting attention. Regrettably, the
government of Armenia does almost nothing
to curb the growing anti-Semitism in the
country. Until Armenia realizes that narrow-
minded nationalism and blaming the coun-
try’s economic and political problems on
outsiders will never solve anything, the Jews
of Armenia will continue to suffer.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 12, 2014

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 9, 2014, on Roll Call #552 on the
Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 5781, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On December 9, 2014, on Roll Call #553 on
Passage of H.R. 5781—California Emergency
Drought Relief Act 2014, | am not recorded
because | was absent for medical reasons.
Had | been present, | would have voted NAY.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #554
on H. Res. 775 Providing for consideration of
S. 2244, the Terrorism Risk Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2014; and for
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other purposes, | am not recorded because |
was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #555
on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
S. 1000—Chesapeake Bay Accountability and
Recovery Act of 2014, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for medical reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #557
on Passage of S. 2244—Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Program Reauthorization Act, | am not
recorded because | was absent for medical
reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #558
on Motion to Suspend the Rules and Concur
in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 4681, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-
ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #559
on Motion to Suspend the Rules and Concur
in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 2719, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-
ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On December 10, 2014, on Roll Call #560
on Motion to Suspend the Rules and Concur
in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 1204, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-

December 12, 2014

ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On December 11, 2014, on Roll Call #561
on H. Res. 776, Providing for Consideration of
the Motion to Concur in the Senate Amend-
ment with an Amendment to H.R. 83—Con-
solidated and Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2015, | am not recorded because |
was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY.

On December 11, 2014, on Roll Call #562
on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 5806—Supporting America’s Charities
Act, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On December 11, 2014, on Roll Call #563
on the Motion to Concur in the Senate
Amendment with an Amendment to H.R. 83—
Consolidated and Further Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2015, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for medical reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA.

On December 11, 2014, on Roll Call #564
on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, as Amended H.R. 5699—John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site Expansion Act, | am not re-
corded because | was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-24T17:22:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




