December 12, 2014

We were talking about the elections
not long ago, and I said: I have never
prayed to win an election, and this
election I didn’t either. She said: Well,
I did. That is how she feels about MARK
PRYOR.

I am really honored to have served
with MARK PRYOR, who is such a gen-
uine person, so sincere. He has been an
invaluable asset, his service here in the
Senate. I congratulate MARK on his ex-
emplary service here in the Senate.

MARK will always be my friend.
There is a quote that bears directly on
my feelings about Senator PRYOR: ‘‘A
good friend is hard to find, hard to lose,
and impossible to forget.” I will never
ever forget MARK PRYOR. He is a
unique, one of a kind, kind, thoughtful,
considerate man.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.
———

TRIBUTE TO NANCY ERICKSON

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
morning I would like to wish a fond
farewell to a woman we are all going to
miss: Nancy Erickson, the Secretary of
the Senate.

It is her birthday today. Nancy is the
kind of person you would expect to get
cards from Democrats and Republicans
on a day like this. And it is no secret
why. She is fair, she is honest, she has
always had a warm smile on her face.
And that is no small matter, because
Nancy has a really tough job. The title
doesn’t do it justice. Nancy admits she
had to Google ‘‘Secretary of the Sen-
ate” when the position was offered to
her.

Let me tell you a little more about
what Nancy does. On the one hand,
there is an administrative element to
her position. That is true. We would
run out of printer paper without her.
But she is also the keeper of this insti-
tution.

Nancy respects the Senate. In fact,
she loves the Senate. Her greatest joy
is overseeing preservation of the Sen-
ate’s storied art and history.

I am particularly grateful to her ef-
forts to secure and repair an important
painting of my personal hero, Henry
Clay. I understand it was a painstaking
process, but it was a credit to the Sen-
ate and to our common history as
America.

Here is the point: Nancy may be a
“Secretary,” but only in the way you
would think of John Kerry or
Condoleezza Rice being a ‘‘Secretary.”
In other words, Nancy is pretty impor-
tant.

She presides over the Chamber. She
signs the bills we pass. And, impor-
tantly to the Senate staff, she signs
the checks they receive. So, you see,
Nancy is actually a minor celebrity
around here on payday.

But she is something else entirely on
game day. Nancy is one of the biggest
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Packers fans you will ever meet. There
is no interrupting her when the green
and gold take the field. Fortunately for
Nancy, her home-State Senator JOHN
THUNE feels the same way. So you
often see the two South Dakotans—one
a Democrat, the other a Republican—
debating the finer points of last night’s
game.

There is a reason I say this. Nancy
goes out of her way to build trust
across the aisle, even in unconven-
tional ways. The folks in my office who
work closest with Nancy have nothing
but kind words to say about her. Some
call her a personal friend. In fact, the
remarkable woman I nominated to re-
place Nancy, Julie Adams, is just such
a person. I know Nancy couldn’t be
happier for Julie, and neither could I.

And while Nancy is going to miss the
Senate, I know she is also looking for-
ward to seeing more of her family. I
know how important Nancy’s parents
are to her in particular. We are glad
Nancy will be able to see more of them,
even though we are going to miss her.

TRIBUTE TO SHEILA DWYER

The Senate is also going to miss Nan-
cy’s deputy. Sheila Dwyer is another
Democrat my staff can’t speak highly
enough of. Sheila has had a long run
here in the Senate. She has seen it
from a lot of different angles. She has
been a page, a scheduler, and now As-
sistant Secretary of the Senate. Along
the way, she has worked for members
such as Moynihan, Hollings, and Robb.
It is an impressive career. It makes
you understand why, as Leader REID
mentioned earlier, Sheila is known
around here as the ‘“Mayor of Capitol
Hill.”

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT PAXTON AND MARK TRATOS

We also can’t forget to wish a fond
farewell to Robert Paxton and Mark
Tratos.

Robert, Nancy’s chief of staff, is a
fellow Kentuckian who has worked in
the Senate for more than a quarter
century. And we understand that Mark,
Robert’s No. 2, is expecting his first
child soon.

So we wish both Robert and Mark all
the best, just as we offer Sheila well-
deserved recognition for a job well
done, just as we bid the fondest of fare-
wells to Nancy—and a very happy
birthday as well.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the message to
accompany H.R. 3979, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

S6701

Motion to concur in the House amendment
to the Senate amendment to H.R. 3979, an
act to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to ensure that emergency services vol-
unteers are not taken into account as em-
ployees under the shared responsibility re-
quirements contained in the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act.

Pending:

Reid motion to concur in the amendment
of the House to the amendment of the Senate
to the bill.

Reid motion to concur in the amendment
of the House to the amendment of the Senate
to the bill, with Reid amendment No. 3984 (to
the amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill), to change the
enactment date.

Reid amendment No. 3985 (to amendment
No. 3984), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, after 36
years as a Member of the United States
Senate, this is likely my last oppor-
tunity to address its Members as col-
leagues, and to address the people of
my State as constituents, and to thank
them for placing their trust in me.

The highest honor any citizen of a
democracy can receive is to be elected
to represent his or her fellow Ameri-
cans to be their fiduciary.

To the Senate staff, including the
floor staff, the Capitol Police, and
those throughout the Capitol complex
who work so hard to keep things here
moving, thank you for your service and
support for us through the long days
and nights.

To my staff, thank you for your
strong loyalty to the people of Michi-
gan, to our Nation, and to me. And
thank you for believing in public serv-
ice. I am immensely proud of what the
men and women who have worked on
my staff for the last 36 years have
helped to accomplish.

My staff back in Michigan has helped
make communities across our State
safer and more prosperous. Countless
times they have helped individual con-
stituents resolve an issue, making a
real difference in thousands of lives.

The Armed Services Committee and
Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations—PSI—staffs have worked
tirelessly through long hours and com-
plex issues, sacrificing nights and
weekends and vacations to help address
the pressing issues of our Nation.

My personal office staff has been in-
strumental in addressing a breath-
taking range of issues—from preserving
our American auto industry, to making
our tax system fairer, to protecting our
irreplaceable Great Lakes, to making
medicine available to fight addiction,
and much, much more.

As to my mentor, my big brother
Sandy, Congress is keeping the better
half of “Team Levin,” as I retire to
Michigan while Sandy remains in Con-
gress.

To Barbara, my wife of 53 years, to
our three daughters Kate, Laura, and
Erica; to their husbands Howard, Dan-
iel, and Rick; and to our six grand-
children, Bess and Samantha, Mark,
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