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Similarly, Poplar Neck, the planta-

tion from which she escaped to free-
dom, is still largely intact in Caroline 
County. The properties in Talbot Coun-
ty, immediately across the Choptank 
River from the plantation, are cur-
rently protected by various conserva-
tion easements. Were she alive today, 
Tubman would recognize much of the 
landscape that she knew intimately as 
she secretly led black men, women and 
children to freedom. 

There has never been any doubt that 
Tubman led an extraordinary life. Her 
contributions to American history are 
surpassed by few. Determining the 
most appropriate way to recognize that 
life and her contributions, however, 
has been exceedingly difficult. The Na-
tional Park Service determined that 
designating a Historical Park that 
would include two geographically sepa-
rate units would be an appropriate 
tribute to the life of this extraordinary 
American. The New York unit would 
include the tightly clustered Tubman 
buildings in the town of Auburn. The 
Maryland portion would include large 
sections of landscapes that are evoc-
ative of Tubman’s time and are histori-
cally relevant. 

Harriet Tubman was a true American 
patriot. She was someone for whom lib-
erty and freedom were not just con-
cepts but values she fought tirelessly 
for. She lived those principles and so 
selflessly helped others attain freedom. 
In doing so, she has earned a Nation’s 
respect and honor. 

Harriet Tubman is one of many great 
Americans that we honor and celebrate 
every February during Black History 
Month. In schools across the country, 
American History curriculums teach 
our children about Tubman’s courage, 
conviction, her fight for freedom and 
her contributions to the greatness of 
our Nation during a contentious time 
in U.S. history. Now it is time to add 
to Tubman’s legacy by preserving and 
commemorating the places evocative 
of Harriet Tubman’s extraordinary life. 

Every year, millions of school chil-
dren, as well as millions of adults, visit 
our National Historical Parks gain the 
experience and knowledge about our 
Nation’s history that simply cannot be 
found in history books or on the Inter-
net. Our Nation’s strength and char-
acter comes from the actions of the 
Americans who came before us and the 
significant events that shaped our Na-
tion. The National Park Service is en-
gaged in the important work of pre-
serving the places where American his-
tory was made and providing a tangible 
experience for current and future gen-
erations to experience and understand. 
It is one thing to learn about Harriet 
Tubman from a book, and it is yet a 
completely different and fulfilling ex-
perience to explore, see, listen to and 
feel the places where she worked as a 
slave, where she escaped from and 
where she lived out her life as a free 
American. 

The National Park Service is unique-
ly suited to honor and preserve these 
places of historical significance and I 
urge my colleagues to join me in pre-

serving and growing the legacy of Har-
riet Tubman by establishing the Har-
riet Tubman National Historical Parks 
in her honor. 
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BROWNS CANYON NATIONAL 
MONUMENT BILL 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 
President, I submit this statement for 
the RECORD to clarify several provi-
sions in my Browns Canyon national 
monument and wilderness bill, S. 1794. 
I have asked President Obama to use 
this bill as the model for a designation 
of 22,000 acres of Browns Canyon as a 
national monument under the Antiq-
uities Act because it contains many 
specific provisions that were developed 
in careful consultation with the com-
munity. 

I introduced my bill over a year ago 
after 18 months of working side-by-side 
with Chaffee County residents and 
other stakeholders. I held public listen-
ing sessions, received thousands of 
written comments, and my staff and I 
conducted over 50 meetings. The result-
ing bill was emblematic of how public 
lands bills should be done: from the 
bottom up and based on what the com-
munity wants. 

Browns Canyon is a unique natural 
resource. Hundreds of thousands of 
visitors come to Browns Canyon year 
after year to raft or kayak the can-
yon’s exciting whitewater rapids or to 
fish the Gold Medal trout waters of the 
Arkansas River. But there is a lot more 
to this landscape than just the river. 
The rugged and remote lands to the 
east feature quiet canyons and rock 
formations, outstanding habitat for 
bighorn sheep and elk, and sweeping 
views of the Collegiate Peaks and Ar-
kansas Valley. 

Protecting Browns Canyon has a 
wide base of support, including more 
than 200 local businesses and sports-
men who welcome the area’s Gold 
Medal trout waters and big game hunt-
ing opportunities. Both the town of 
Buena Vista and the city of Salida 
passed resolutions of support, and a 
majority of the Chaffee County com-
missioners support the proposal with 
its carefully crafted conditions. The 
Denver Post and local Salida Mountain 
Mail have editorialized in favor of an 
Executive action. Indeed, I hosted a 
public meeting in Salida last week-
end—attended by senior State and Fed-
eral officials, including U.S. Senator 
MICHAEL BENNET, U.S. Forest Service 
Chief Tom Tidwell and Bureau of Land 
Management Deputy Director Steve 
Ellis—to gauge public support for pro-
tecting this nationally significant 
landmark. The more than 500 attendees 
at the standing-room-only meeting 
overwhelmingly endorsed the idea, not-
ing how a national monument designa-
tion would boost the local economy, 
support Main Street businesses and 
help protect Colorado’s special way of 
life. 

The intent of my Browns Canyon na-
tional monument bill is to preserve 
this special place just as it is now—for 
us and future generations. Therefore, I 

submit this statement to clarify the in-
tent behind several key passages re-
lated to the role of the State of Colo-
rado, water rights, and livestock graz-
ing. 

First, I want to recognize the model 
partnership between the Bureau of 
Land Management and the State of 
Colorado that has been in place since 
1989 to manage the 148 miles of the Ar-
kansas River corridor. This partnership 
is known as the Arkansas Headwaters 
Recreation Area, AHRA, and includes 
Browns Canyon. The intent is that the 
Browns Canyon National Monument 
will have no impact on this partner-
ship. However, it is also the intent that 
the Federal agencies will closely con-
sult with the State of Colorado on the 
development of a comprehensive man-
agement plan for the national monu-
ment, and that the State could be a co-
signatory to the plan. The State of Col-
orado has interests beyond just the 
AHRA because it will manage the wild-
life in the National Monument and has 
a stake in maintaining the economic 
viability of associated industries, such 
as outdoor recreation and agriculture. 

Second, the intent is that the Browns 
Canyon National Monument shall not 
have any impact on the existing water 
rights of any party. It is also the intent 
that the national monument will not 
have any effect on how river flows are 
managed and administered, such as the 
current Voluntary Flow Management 
Program in place for the Arkansas 
River. 

Finally, as I have stated previously 
before the National Parks Sub-
committee, it is critical that local 
ranchers maintain flexibility to run 
livestock in the national monument 
and transfer their grazing allotments 
to future generations. To address this, 
I included legislative language that all 
existing laws continue to apply just as 
they did before the monument was des-
ignated. Colorado’s farms and ranches 
are an important part of my State’s 
economy and identity—and produce 
food and fiber for the world. In par-
ticular, cattlemen and women play a 
critical role in the economy, culture, 
and heritage of the Arkansas River 
Valley. Therefore, Browns Canyon Na-
tional Monument must support that in-
dustry and educate visitors about its 
role. 

Browns Canyon National Monument 
is an idea whose time has come, and I 
am proud to have led this most recent 
effort in a 20-year campaign to protect 
this spectacular and nationally signifi-
cant resource. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 
President, it is humbling to stand here 
to speak one final time with my col-
leagues as a United States Senator. 

As a lifelong mountain climber, I 
have learned far more from the moun-
tains I did not summit, than those I 
did. Every climb, I have found, offers a 
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