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Senate. I know I am not alone in say-
ing that we will miss having her here.
I also know I am not alone in saying
that I am sure her work is not done. I
wish her luck in this next chapter of
her life and look forward to seeing the
tremendous work she will accomplish
outside of this Chamber.

MARK PRYOR

Madam President, I also wish to
honor my colleague, Senator MARK
PRYOR, who will be leaving the Senate
at the end of this Congress. Senator
PRYOR has been a tireless champion for
the people of Arkansas for 12 years in
this legislative body. However, his
commitment and dedication to the
State of Arkansas is reflected not only
in his work here, but in the public serv-
ice he and his family have given for
decades.

As the son of the former Governor
and U.S. Senator, Senator MARK PRYOR
grew up in a family which embodied
public service, instilling his interest
and desire to do the same in his career.
After attending the University of Ar-
kansas and working in the private sec-
tor as an attorney, he turned his sights
to public service. While serving as a
member of the Arkansas House of Rep-
resentatives and then as attorney gen-
eral for the State of Arkansas, Senator
PRYOR honed his understanding of the
needs of the State and developed strong
connections through its institutions
which served him well throughout his
career. It was here that I first met
Mark. He was serving as attorney gen-
eral in Arkansas at the same time I
was serving as attorney general in
North Dakota. I was immediately im-
pressed with this young public servant
and grew to understand that he is in-
telligent and principled in how he ap-
proaches his life and career. In 2003,
Senator PRYOR was elected U.S. Sen-
ator from Arkansas, reclaiming the
seat his father once held.

As a Senator, he served on various
committees which allowed him to fight
for the priorities of Arkansas, pass leg-
islation and champion initiatives
which helped this Nation. During his
tenure on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, Senator PRYOR protected the
interests of Arkansas servicemembers
and their families. His work on the Ap-
propriations and Commerce Commit-
tees created opportunities for growth
in transportation, rural broadband, en-
ergy, and agriculture, all critical inter-
ests for Arkansas. Leading these issues
with bipartisan proposals and working
closely with his colleagues on marshal-
ling these efforts Congress after Con-
gress, Senator PRYOR earned the re-
spect of his colleagues for his quiet de-
votion and steadfast commitment.

MARK is a Senator who promotes
common sense solutions—solutions
that seek strong support and address
some of the more important needs of
this Nation’s citizenry. During my
short time in the Senate, we served to-
gether on the Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and Small Busi-
ness Committees. I very much enjoyed
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working with him and serving together
for the benefit of others. I continue to
find him to be a man of great honesty
and integrity. This type of stewardship
is to be admired and appreciated by
those inspired to serve on the local,
State or Federal level.

I applaud my colleague for his years
of tireless commitment in defense of
his home State, for his service in the
Senate and this Country. I wish the
very best to him and his family in the
years to come.

MARK BEGICH

Madam President, finally I pay trib-
ute and recognize the accomplishments
of a trusted ally and dear friend, Sen-
ator MARK BEGICH, who will be leaving
the Senate at the end of the term.
Mark has been a tenacious and stead-
fast advocate for his constituents and
the State of Alaska and a strong mod-
erate voice during his years in the Sen-
ate.

I have had the honor and privilege to
work with Senator BEGICH on both the
Indian Affairs and Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Committees.
As someone who represents one of the
most rural States in America, he has
an impressive understanding and com-
passion for the unique challenges rural
communities face.

As a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, he played a major role
in postal reform negotiations. He un-
derstood rural citizens rely most on
the Postal Service for critical deliv-
eries of prescription medicines, time
sensitive bills, and other important
communications. He knew that with-
out a rural post office, many small,
rural communities would cease to
exist.

During his tenure on the Indian Af-
fairs Committee, he was dedicated to
confronting and addressing the un-
pleasant truths about the Federal Gov-
ernment’s treatment of Native people
in our country. He understood the
threats facing subsistence rights, na-
tive languages, and rich cultural tradi-
tions, and fought to ensure they were
given parity and respect. Senator
BEGICH also knew far too many Native
women today experience violence and
sexual assault, particularly in remote
areas, and so he fought for the tribal
provisions in the reauthorization of the
Violence Against Woman Act—
VAWA—and advanced his Safe Fami-
lies and Villages Act to extend those
protections to Native women in Alas-
ka. He has also been a fighter for
American Indian and Alaska Native
veterans and worked hard to increase
their access to care at both Indian
Health Service and Veteran Affairs fa-
cilities. His compassion for indigenous
issues extended to tribes in the lower
48 States and Native Hawaiians, and I
know Native people across the country
feel they have lost a true champion
with his departure.

Anyone who knows Senator BEGICH
knows he is an intellectually curious
and energetic person. He always ap-
proached issues from a solutions-ori-

S6781

ented mindset, which meant he was
more tied to outcomes than to rhet-
oric, and the Senate was well-served by
his presence. Senator BEGICH is also a
devoted family man to his wife Debo-
rah and young son Jacob. I remind my-
self that our loss is their gain, as I am
sure they are excited to have him home
more. I truly enjoyed working along-
side him and look forward to when our
paths cross again. I wish him incredible
happiness and success in the next chap-
ter.

——————

TRIBUTE TO NANCY ERICKSON

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I recognize Nancy Erickson for her 26
years of honorable service to the
United States Senate.

Nancy is a native of Brandon, SD,
and is a graduate of Augustana College
and American University, where she
earned her M.A. in public policy. Nancy
began working for the Senate in 1989,
when she accepted a position working
for Senator Daschle. In 2005, Nancy
began serving as the Democratic rep-
resentative for the Senate’s Sergeant
at Arms. Then in 2007, Nancy became
the 32nd person and the 6th woman to
serve as Secretary of the Senate.
Nancy has been a constant professional
in the way she conducts herself and
goes about her work.

Nancy has played a pivotal role in
the function of the Senate, and I want
to extend my thanks and appreciation
to her and wish her continued success
in the years to come.

REMEMBERING JOHN KREBS

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to the life and extraordinary
accomplishments of former Congress-
man John Krebs, who recently passed
away at the age of 87 in Fresno, CA.

John was born on December 17, 1926,
in Berlin, Germany. After Hitler came
to power, he escaped with his family to
Tel Aviv. There, he became a diamond
cutter and joined the Haganah, a Jew-
ish underground organization that sup-
ported independence from Britain and
the establishment of an independent
Jewish state.

John moved to California in 1946 to
attend the University of California at
Berkeley and after graduating in 1950,
he became a United States citizen in
1952. Following two years in the U.S.
Army, John graduated from the Uni-
versity of California Hastings College
of Law and practiced law for three dec-
ades.

Throughout his remarkable life, John
Krebs sustained a strong commitment
to public service. He worked on numer-
ous state and local campaigns and was
a respected Democratic activist and
community leader before his 1970 elec-
tion to the Fresno County Board of Su-
pervisors, where he was a courageous
and eloquent advocate for his constitu-
ents.

In 1974, he was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives, where he
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