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championships. Now he can add to that list a 
state championship. 

I want to commend the fine young men who 
make up this championship team at Fyffe. 
They set a goal at the beginning of the season 
to take the Red Devils to the state champion-
ship, and that’s exactly what they did. These 
players worked in the scorching heat of late 
summer and on many cold nights in the late 
fall, but they never lost sight of their goal. 

By beating Elba High School 28–17 in the 
championship game, the Fyffe Red Devils saw 
their goal realized and did much more. The 
win, and the hard work it took to get there, 
taught life-lessons these young men will carry 
with them for the rest of their lives. While the 
winning is certainly an important accomplish-
ment, the struggle to get there will prove to be 
just as valuable. 

Again, I want to congratulate the Fyffe Red 
Devils on this great achievement. They have 
brought pride to their school, community, 
DeKalb County and to the Fourth Congres-
sional District. I wish them continued success 
in the seasons to come. 
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TRANSATLANTIC TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP 

HON. STEVE STOCKMAN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

Mr. STOCKMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to submit today important information regard-
ing the proposed trade deal between the 
United States and the European Union. The 
following article was written for Roll Call by my 
Legislative Assistant Zachary Leshin. During 
his time as my Legislative Assistant, Mr. 
Leshin has conveyed a profound under-
standing of the issue at hand, and has been 
an important asset to my office. 

[From Roll Call, Oct. 22, 2014] 
(By Zachary Leshin) 

SHOULD CONGRESS RECONSIDER TTIP?— 
COMMENTARY 

Recently there has been discussion over 
whether the United States should enter into 
a free trade agreement with the European 
Union known as the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership. There are several 
major issues with TTIP that make it not in 
the interest of the United States to enter 
into the agreement. 

One major issue is non-tariff barriers to 
free trade that are not addressed by TTIP. In 
the European Union there are certain classes 
of product known as Protected Designation 
of Origin and Protected Geographical Indica-
tion. One example of a PDO is Parmigiano- 
Reggiano cheese, which legally can be made 
only in a certain region of northern Italy. 
Currently, American dairy farmers are not 
allowed to sell Parmesan cheese in the Euro-
pean Union because the name sounds too 
similar to Parmigiano-Reggiano. In all of 
the European Union’s trade agreements, 
PDO and PGI protection has been extended 
to include the products in the other coun-
tries who are party to such agreement and 
the European Union has stated its intent to 
include that in TTIP under the guise of ‘‘in-
tellectual property rights.’’ 

There are many examples of how arbitrary 
and nonsensical the designation process is. 
Newcastle Ale had to request that its PDO 
status be revoked so it could move its fac-
tory just across a river. Stilton cheese is not 

allowed to be made in the English village of 
Stilton from which it derives its name, but 
only in three neighboring villages. Feta 
cheese is allowed to be produced only in 
Greece, but not in Cyprus or other areas 
where ethnic Greeks may be living. 

Another major issue with TTIP is that 
automatically having a free trade agreement 
with the United States would provide a 
major incentive for more countries to join 
the European Union. The European Union 
has increasingly become more of a central-
ized government over its member states, es-
pecially since the signing of the Treaty of 
Lisbon in 2009. In some areas (such as rules 
regarding the standardization of driving li-
censes) the European Union government has 
more control over its member states than 
the United States federal government has 
over US states. 

Encouraging further expansion of the Eu-
ropean Union is bad for the people of Europe, 
as the European Union has been eroding the 
sovereignty of its member states. The Euro-
pean Union has been imposing many absurd 
and burdensome regulations. One regulation 
requires all projects that receive funding 
from the European Regional Development 
Fund to fly the flag of the European Union. 
Another regulation states that prepackaged 
products are allowed to be sold only in cer-
tain sized packages, and packages that devi-
ate from the proscribed size dimensions are 
prohibited from sale. 

What also needs to be considered is not 
only what these regulations are, but how 
they are established. In the United States, 
the heads of the federal executive agencies, 
which are responsible for establishing regu-
latory policies, are nominated by an elected 
president and confirmed by elected senators. 
The European Union has no such account-
ability mechanism. 

Another issue that needs to be considered 
is discriminatory trade policies imposed by 
the European Union. In May 2014, the Euro-
pean Union put in place a ban on the import 
of poultry and eggs raised by Jews in Judea 
and Samaria, but still permits import of 
poultry and eggs raised by Arabs in that 
same region. The European Union has also 
been considering implementation of dis-
criminatory meat labeling policies where 
meat products slaughtered using religious 
methods are required to label the method, 
but meat products slaughtered using other 
methods are not. 

Supporting TTIP may impact the proposed 
referendum on United Kingdom membership 
of the European Union that is planned for 
2015, skewing the outcome in favor of main-
taining membership in the European Union. 
Instead, the United States should seek to es-
tablish a free trade agreement with a free 
and independent Britain. This will encourage 
other European Union member states to 
leave the European Union as well and will 
hopefully serve as a catalyst for the dissolu-
tion of the European Union. It is not in the 
strategic interests of the United States, nor 
in the interests of the people of Europe, for 
the European Union to become a more cen-
tralized institution. 
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BATTLES WORTH FIGHTING 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, a war is 
raging for the soul of America. It is not a war 
of steel and cartridge. It is a conflict of ideas, 
fought not in trenches, jungles or a desert; in-

stead, it is played out in town halls, 
roundtables, tea party and Liberty groups all 
across the nation. Instead of cannonades, 
there are editorials; instead of bombs, there 
are speeches; instead of rifle volleys, there is 
education on the benefits of Liberty ordained 
by God protected by a United States Constitu-
tion. 

There is a genuine feeling today, especially 
among people who attend the various Tea 
Party and Liberty Groups that we, our country 
more specifically, may not make it. Many peo-
ple consider these folks, the common every-
day people who attend the Tea Party meet-
ings ‘fringe, ring wing nut cases and extrem-
ists’. Many of the people who attend the Tea 
Party meetings, sometimes weekly, most com-
monly monthly, and more attend intermittently, 
sense something is drastically wrong. For the 
most part, they sense it and yet cannot firmly 
point their finger and claim what exactly is the 
cause of their discontent, the uneasiness; the 
fear danger is lurking just around the corner. 
It is not necessarily a feeling of doom from a 
nuclear, biological or chemical attack on our 
country from some foreign enemy or terrorism 
either. It is more serious than any violence a 
bad actor can bring. It is something more in-
nate, a sense that they somehow lost some-
thing but can’t remember what it was, like 
when you know you lost something important, 
an item you need to accomplish a task but 
can’t remember what it is and where you 
placed it. You know it’s around somewhere 
and if you looked hard enough you’ll see it 
and you can continue with your task. 

What is missing, what they are looking for, 
is our capacity for governing. Today, in Wash-
ington, D.C. we have a President inept in of-
fering any sort of cooperative government. Ac-
cording to the President the House of Rep-
resentatives is a non-entity. As President he 
has a pen and a phone to make the changes 
he sees as necessary to move his political 
agenda and the People’s house has no say in 
the matter. But, the great threat to our country, 
our Constitutional government, is not entirely 
the President. It is easy to blame him for our 
dysfunctional government. Rather, the blame 
lies entirely with the system itself. We have 
created by our apathy a system that has nor-
malized a process that distorts the will of the 
people by an economy of influence. A system 
designed to make those most connected rich. 
Our system of government created a class of 
rich whose wealth does not come from innova-
tion, creativity or hard work, instead a new 
class of rich who secured their wealth through 
the manipulation of politicians and government 
agencies. The great new classes of wealth are 
a breed of financial politicians who could not 
secure their power by traditional methods that 
instead turned to the massive wealth directed 
by our government as the means to secure 
wealth and power for themselves and their cir-
cle of supporters. 

Our enemy is not simply a Democrat or a 
Republican; it is a new breed in thousand dol-
lar suits. They have changed laws agreeable 
to their business interests, bought and paid for 
politicians, judges, the media and skirted 
criminal laws and for the most part they are 
engaged in bad government and fail to ac-
tively track the will of the people. To them De-
mocracy is a charade, only rhetoric for political 
messaging of a lost ideal to placate the 
masses still engaged in the political process- 
while they make money for themselves and 
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