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that exceeded that of a contemporary pros-
pect—Mickey Mantle—that was later the sub-
ject of joking between the two men.

Shortly after beginning to play for the Class
D Brunswick Pirates in Georgia, the young fu-
ture Governor Cuomo was struck in the head
by a fastball, forcing his retirement from base-
ball. He then returned to St. John’s University,
graduating in 1953. There he met his wife, a
fellow student, Matilda Raffa Cuomo. Together
they had five children: Andrew Cuomo, the
current Governor of New York, Dr. Margaret I.
Cuomo, Maria Cuomo Cole, Madeline Cuomo
O’Donohue and Christopher Cuomo, a jour-
nalist at CNN; and fourteen grandchildren.

Upon graduation, Cuomo enrolled in St.
John’s Law School on scholarship, where he
graduated at the top of his class. Cuomo ex-
perienced success in his law career early on,
often fighting on behalf of many blue-collar
and middle class families like his own.

His success did not go unnoticed, and in
1974 he was the Democratic Party’s choice for
Lieutenant Governor of New York. Although
he lost the primary election, newly elected
Governor Hugh Carey named him New York’s
Secretary of State. In 1978, Governor Carey
asked Cuomo to be his running mate as Lieu-
tenant Governor, and the pair won the election
handily.

In 1982, when Carey did not run for re-elec-
tion, Cuomo sought and won the office of
Governor of New York. In his inaugural
speech, Cuomo called on the state govern-
ment to be “a positive source for good,” es-
pousing an energetic optimism and true belief
in government. An elegant spokesman for lib-
eral politics, his keynote address at the 1984
Democratic National Convention is widely re-
garded as one of the finest political speeches
of our time.

Gov. Cuomo served proudly as New York’s
52nd Governor for three terms, leading the
state with a philosophy of “progressive prag-
matism” that resulted in fiscal and ethics re-
forms for the state, and a broader economic
reach for the state in the global marketplace.
At his lead, New York became renowned for
passing more “first in the nation” types of leg-
islation than any other state. From automobile
safety to education reforms to public safety,
Mario Cuomo’s leadership, more than anyone
else’s, succeeded in ensuring New York’s
rightful place at the Empire State.

On a personal level, | was always an ad-
mirer of Governor Mario Cuomo, from his first
election right up until his unfortunate passing.
Shortly after my initial election to Congress in
2004, | made an appointment to meet with
Gov. Cuomo at his New York law office.
Scheduled as | was for a brief meeting, | was
surprised to spend nearly two hours in the
Governor's office, absorbing his advice and
hearing of his many experiences in govern-
ment and private life. To this day, to gain in-
spiration and to learn more about how to say
what is on my mind, | consult many of Gov.
Cuomo’s writings. His voice still teaches and
his message still resonates all these many
years later.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor the life of Governor
Mario Cuomo. | ask that my colleagues join
me in expressing our deepest condolences to
the Cuomo family, and our most sincere grati-
tude for his dedication to creating a better
state and nation.
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Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 3, | missed the vote yesterday. | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL TONKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 7,
| was absent while attending the funeral of
Governor Mario M. Cuomo in New York.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

s,
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Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor Mr. Jeremy M. Jacobs,
an outstanding businessman and philan-
thropist from East Aurora, New York. Mr. Ja-
cobs will step aside as CEO of Delaware
North, a global food service and hospitality
company headquartered in Buffalo, New York,
where he has worked since 1968.

Mr. Jacobs took over what was then called
Sportservice, at the age of 28, after the death
of his father who helped start the company in
1915. During his time as CEO, Mr. Jacobs
transformed the company from selling popcorn
at local movie theaters into a business with
over $3 billion in annual revenue. Delaware
North currently ranks number 169th on the
Forbes list of largest privately held companies
in the United States.

Mr. Jacobs is also recognized by Forbes for
his philanthropic endeavors working with the
United Way, the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America, and is an active member of the Jere-
miah Milbank Society. In 2008, he generously
donated $10 million to the University at Buffalo
associated with the Gates Vascular Institute to
support research on the causes, treatment,
and prevention of heart and vascular dis-
eases.

Mr. Jacobs’ contributions to Western New
York have had an everlasting impact on the
region and | look forward to seeing what en-
deavors Mr. Jacobs undertakes next.
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McLAUGHLIN ON HIS NINETY-
FIFTH BIRTHDAY
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and accomplishments of
Harry C. McLaughlin, a distinguished member
of the Western New York community, on his
ninety-fifth birthday.

Mr. McLaughlin was born in Salamanca,
New York on December 31st, 1919. After
marrying his beloved wife Marjorie, he enlisted
in the United States Armed Services.

A member of the 17th Airborne Division, he
served as a Cook, a Motor Sergeant, and a
Sergeant Major. His position as a Motor Ser-
geant was especially notable; in charge of a
Motor Pool containing one hundred fifty-four
assorted vehicles, Mr. McLaughlin personally
performed difficult repairs such as engine
overhauls, transmissions, transfer cases, dif-
ferentials, relined brakes, and aligned wheels.
His respectable service and loyalty to the mili-
tary earned him a certificate of thanks from
President Harry S. Truman, citing his “heartfelt
thanks” for McLaughlin’s “fortitude, resource-
fulness and calm judgment.”

Unfortunately his wife Marjorie passed away
at a young age due to an illness. In 1960, Mr.
McLaughlin married Mary, moved to Eden,
New York and adopted eight children: James
J., James H., Dan, Harry Jr., Debby, Judith,
Maria, and Michael. Four were Mary’s, while
the other four were foster children. For over
twenty-five years, the couple continued to take
in and raise foster children. This honorable en-
deavor provided emotional and physical safe-
ty, as well as a loving, stable home for many
children in need.

Mr. McLaughlin joined the East Eden Fire
Department until his retirement in 1981 and
practiced carpentry. He was also an active
member of the American Legion Post 880 in
Eden.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to celebrate the life and numerous ac-
complishments of Harry C. McLaughlin. | ask
you to join me in wishing Mr. McLaughlin a
very happy birthday and congratulate him for
reaching such an exciting milestone.

——

HONORING SPRING AVENUE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate  Spring Avenue Elementary
School for receiving the prestigious 2014 U.S.
Department of Education National Blue Ribbon
School Award.

In 1982, The Department of Education es-
tablished the National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program to recognize public and private
schools boasting high or significantly improved
achievement. The program’s goal is to identify
aspects of thriving American schools in order
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