January 7, 2015

aspects of thriving American schools in order
to replicate their success. | am proud that
Ogden Avenue Elementary School in La
Grange has been honored as one of those ex-
ceptional schools.

Ogden Avenue School’'s mission statement
is “we build bridges to the future by inspiring
one another to succeed.” Principal Pattii
Waldo does an outstanding job perpetuating
this motto by encouraging students to help
one another and building a foundation of re-
spectful relationships.

The school features a nurturing environment
with a social-emotional learning curriculum
which provides for high academic standards.
The school’'s belief is that social-emotional
growth is interwoven into academic learning.
Also, partnering with parents and the commu-
nity are essential to the growth of students
and the school as a whole.

Ogden Avenue School hosts a cross-grade
Buddy program as well as various other pro-
grams to enrich students’ lives and provide for
a better school experience. | commend the
school for going above and beyond with their
offerings for students and hope that other
schools use Ogden Avenue School as an out-
standing example to follow.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ogden Avenue Elementary
School for this significant achievement and
congratulating the staff, parents, students, and
community.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN
OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-

fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.
Today, it is $18,091,316,602.62. We've

added $7,464,332,689.54 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | remained in
New York yesterday to attend the funeral of
former Governor Mario Cuomo. Had | been
present, | would have voted for The Honorable
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker of the House.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on January 6,
2015 | missed recorded votes #1-7 as | was
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attending the funeral of Governor Mario
Cuomo in New York.

| would like to submit how | would have
voted if | were here and sworn into office:

On Roll Call #1 | would have voted present
(Quorum Call).

On Roll Call #2 | would have voted for
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker.

On Roll Call #3 | would have voted no.

On Roll Call #4 | would have voted no.

On Roll Call #5 | would have voted yes.

On Roll Call #6 | would have voted no.

On Roll Call #7 | would have voted yes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL TONKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 3.
| was absent while attending the funeral of
Governor Mario M. Cuomo in New York. Had
| been present, | would have voted nay.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE RANDOLPH
HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY FOOT-
BALL TEAM

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate the Randolph High
School varsity football team on winning the
2014 New York State Public High School Ath-
letic Association championship.

Led by head coach Brent Brown, Randolph
claimed the Class D title by defeating Chester
Academy 48-41 in front of a raucous crowd at
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse, New York.
Randolph won the state championship for the
third straight year, becoming the first school
from Section 6 to ever win three consecutive
state titles.

The Cardinals put on an impressive offen-
sive performance on the strength of their
ground game. Quarterback Bryce Morrison
rushed for 175 yards and five touchdowns;
running back Devyn Nelsen rushed for 289
yards and one touchdown. Before hoisting the
championship trophy, Randolph had to over-
come a large deficit. The team trailed 27-6 at
halftime before scoring on all of their second-
half possessions, including 28 consecutive
points. In a game that featured two high-pow-
ered offenses and 89 total points, the defining
moment was an outstanding defensive play.
With less than 30 seconds remaining in the
game, Bryce Morrison intercepted a pass to
complete the comeback and secure Ran-
dolph’s third straight state championship.

Although football is a team game, | would
like to recognize a few notable accomplish-
ments by individual Randolph players. Bryce
Morrison was named Section 6 Class D Co-
Offensive Player of the Year. In addition, Mor-
rison, Devyn Nelsen, Mason Bosley, Michael
Bowers, Jeff Andrews, and Tyler Stahley were
named “First Team All-Stars.”

The hard work and dedication displayed by
these young men is truly inspiring. The team
is a source of pride within Cattaraugus County
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and across New York’s 23rd Congressional
District.

HONORING ST. CLETUS SCHOOL
FOR RECEIVING THE NATIONAL
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL AWARD

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor St. Cletus Elementary School, an exem-
plary Catholic school in La Grange, lllinois, for
receiving the prestigious 2014 U.S. Depart-
ment of Education National Blue Ribbon
School Award.

In 1982, The Department of Education es-
tablished the National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program to recognize public and private
schools boasting high or significantly improved
achievement. The program’s goal is to identify
aspects of thriving American schools in order
to replicate their success. Only 50 private
schools across the country were awarded Blue
Ribbons in 2014.

Led by Principal Margaret Hayes, the mis-
sion of St. Cletus School is “to focus on faith,
family, and future.” In addition, “The Catholic
formation of students is strengthened through
academic excellence. Self-worth and individ-
uality are respected.” Since September 1953,
the school has offered a rigorous and engag-
ing curriculum. The core academic program is
supplemented with instruction in art, music,
physical education, hands-on science lab ac-
tivities, technology, and Spanish classes. This
prestigious elementary school offers an inte-
grated curriculum to motivate students to un-
derstand the connection between the class-
room and the student’s call to faith. St Cletus
School has made a rigorous effort to improve
student performance, while also creating a
strong partnership between parents and teach-
ers.

| am delighted that the exemplary work of
the teachers and support staff at St. Cletus
School, as well as that of the parents and stu-
dents, has been acknowledged on a national
stage. | also want to congratulate and ac-
knowledge the work of the priests of St. Cletus
Parish, Pastor Bob Clark and Associate Pas-
tors Ken Baker and Edgar Rodriguez.

Please join me in celebrating the accom-
plishments of St. Cletus School. Their pursuit
of academic excellence is inspiring, and |
hope that their success can be replicated
across the nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on January
6, 2015 | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted on rolicall
No. 2 for the Honorable NANCY PELOSI.
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