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legalize marriage equality. Now more 
than 70 percent of Americans live in a 
State where sexual orientation does 
not dictate who can be married. 

Our Nation was founded on basic 
principles of freedom and equality, and 
no law should discriminate against in-
dividuals on the basis of who they are. 
We have come a long way since 2004 
when Massachusetts became a pio-
neering State in the fight for marriage 
equality. But the fight is not over. 

I am a proud to be an original co-
sponsor of the Respect for Marriage 
Act, reintroduced in the House yester-
day. This legislation will allow same- 
sex couples to receive equal and fair 
treatment under Federal law regardless 
of their State’s marriage laws. 

As we begin the 114th Congress, I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the House to make sure that 
we have laws in place to end discrimi-
nation toward individuals, regardless 
of their gender, race, religious back-
ground, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity. 

f 

FIRST RESPONDER APPRECIATION 
WEEK 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this 
week is Florida’s First Responder Ap-
preciation Week. Every day, law en-
forcement, firefighters, and EMTs put 
their lives on the line to keep our com-
munities safe. 

Sadly, in my district, Tarpon Springs 
police officer Charles ‘‘Charlie K’’ 
Kondek was shot and killed right be-
fore Christmas as he patrolled the 
streets on the midnight shift while the 
rest of us slept securely in our homes. 

There is no such thing as a typical 
day for first responders. On average, an 
officer dies in the line of duty every 58 
hours—150 deaths per year. 

This week, and every day, we should 
be thankful for the first responders 
serving our communities. Let us never 
forget the sacrifices of Officer Kondek 
and others who have fallen in the line 
of duty. These brave officers and their 
families are in our prayers. They are 
remembered. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, in their first votes of the 114th 
Congress, the majority used their first 
vote to eliminate the vote in the Com-
mittee of the Whole of the residents of 
your Nation’s Capital. That vote on 
some, but certainly not all, matters 
had been approved by the Federal 
courts. The District of Columbia has 
used this vote in three Congresses, but 
not when Republicans controlled. 

With their large majority, Repub-
licans showed themselves to be small 

in principle when they voted to elimi-
nate the vote of D.C. citizens, who pay 
the highest Federal taxes per capita in 
the Nation. 

f 

HONORING DAVID FRANK GEER 

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and honor the 
life of a beloved leader in the Modesto 
community. Former Modesto City 
Council member David ‘‘Dave’’ Frank 
Geer died at the age of 72 on Sunday, 
December 28. 

He followed in his father’s footsteps 
and became a paratrooper in the 
United States Army and served for 
many years in the Reserves after Ac-
tive Duty. For 27 years, Dave worked 
at Lawrence Livermore National Lab-
oratory for the U.S. Department of En-
ergy and the Nuclear Security Admin-
istration. He was a Federal security po-
lice officer with a Q level security 
clearance. 

In 2009, Dave decided to get more ac-
tive in politics and ran for the Modesto 
City Council District Two. He won 
handily. He was a strong advocate for 
his largely Latino district, which in-
cludes some of Modesto’s poorest 
neighborhoods, which he lived in for 
more than a quarter century. He under-
stood politics without being political. 
He did his homework on issues facing 
the city. And while he treated people 
with respect, he did not shy away from 
asking very tough questions. 

In addition to serving on the city 
council, he was involved in many as-
pects of our community. And he was 
very involved with many of us in ad-
dressing all problems, not just from a 
city perspective, but from a county, 
from a State, and from a Federal per-
spective. Dave Geer was a man who was 
very involved in his community and 
wanted to strengthen his Nation. He 
will be missed. We will miss his leader-
ship. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring and recognizing Dave Geer for his 
unwavering leadership and many ac-
complishments and contributions. He 
had a long history of service to his Na-
tion and community, and he had a gen-
uine love for the people, community, 
and Nation he worked so hard for. 

f 

HONORING STEPHANIE RILEY 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor Lieutenant Colonel 
Stephanie Riley of the New Hampshire 
National Guard, a courageous Granite 
Stater who recently passed away after 
a long battle with cancer. In addition 
to her work as an occupational nurse 
for the Army and her dedicated service 
to the National Guard, Steph touched 
so many lives with her energy and 
compassion. 

Steph leaves behind a wonderful hus-
band, Shawn, and two terrific kids, 
Shane and Sammie, as well as count-
less friends and admirers all across 
New Hampshire. She was a tireless ad-
vocate for veterans, serving as sec-
retary of our State’s Veterans Advi-
sory Council. She was devoted to the 
next generation of leaders. 

When Steph was diagnosed with can-
cer, she refused to be discouraged. She 
was open about her disease, fighting on 
behalf of cancer research. I had the 
honor of walking with her on her team, 
Steph Strong, in an event to raise can-
cer awareness. As always, she was kind 
and vivacious, joking with friends and 
family. I consider myself very lucky to 
have been her friend. Steph was a won-
derful, brave Granite Stater. 

f 

STANDING AGAINST CASTRO 
REGIME 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
President Obama’s statement that he 
will reestablish diplomatic relations 
with the communist regime in Cuba 
takes away leverage that could have 
been used once that island nation one 
day begins to move towards democracy 
and freedom. But the Castro brothers 
have taken no such steps, nor will 
they. Raul Castro already stated that 
he will not change anything about his 
regime. That was Castro’s official re-
sponse to President Obama’s unilateral 
concessions. 

The U.S. has given away the store, 
and it has not helped the Cuban opposi-
tion at all. 

Is there freedom of expression in 
Cuba now? No. 

Are there political parties in Cuba? 
No, just one party, the Communist 
Party. 

Is there freedom of assembly, free-
dom of the press, respect for human 
rights? No, no, and no. 

Will President Obama’s sellout help 
bring about such freedoms? No. Quite 
the opposite, Mr. Speaker. It will pro-
vide an economic lifeline to the de-
crepit regime. 

The President has stated that he has 
asked for an official U.S. Embassy and 
a U.S. Ambassador to Cuba. This would 
lend legitimacy to a dictatorship that 
continues to pose a threat to U.S. na-
tional security. 

Let’s work to stop this reckless and 
unwarranted action. Let’s stand with 
the Cuban opposition and not with the 
Castro regime. 

f 

CRAIG BIGGIO VOTED INTO 
BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, Houstonians and baseball fans 
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