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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, ultimate judge of us all, 

provide for the needs of our lawmakers 
from Your boundless resources. Lead 
them along paths that will bring glory 
and honor to Your Name as You sur-
round them with the shield of Your di-
vine favor. Lord, intervene in their 
lives to keep them from becoming 
weary in choosing the harder right and 
lead them in the way everlasting. Keep 
our Senators from presuming that You 
are automatically on their side. In-
stead, let them earnestly seek to be on 
Your side. Enable them to find unity 
with each other because of their con-
nection with You. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 1 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk 
which is due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 1) to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the time 
between 2:15 p.m. and 3:15 p.m. be con-
trolled by Senator HOEVEN and the 
time from 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. be con-
trolled by the Democratic leader or his 
designee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. This morning the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business while we continue to organize 
for the new Congress. We will need to 
pass a resolution making committee 
appointments later today so they can 
begin their work on the Keystone Pipe-
line bill and other important priorities. 

As we announced last month, the bi-
partisan keystone energy bill will be 
on the floor and it will be open for 
amendment next week. The House is 
also sending over a reauthorization of 
the Terrorism Risk Insurance Program 
today, and we will need to take action 
on that quickly as well. 

f 

OPENING THE 114TH SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Yesterday we in-
augurated the 114th Senate of the Con-
gress. We welcomed back many dedi-
cated Members and swore in many new 
ones. I have high hopes for our new col-
leagues. They share the resolve of my 

conference to restore the Senate to a 
place of high purpose, and they are de-
termined to make a positive difference 
in the lives of the people who sent 
them. 

The men and women we have just 
sworn in have inaugurated one signifi-
cant change already; that is, the ma-
jority we seated yesterday. I look to 
this new beginning with optimism and 
a profound sense of purpose, and I look 
to my colleagues with gratitude for 
their trust. Next to serving the people 
of Kentucky, this is the highest of hon-
ors. I recognize the serious expecta-
tions of the American people and I 
know they are counting on us—and I do 
mean all of us—every single Member of 
this body. 

We are in a moment of great anxiety 
as a nation. The people we represent 
have lost faith in their government. 
They no longer trust Washington to do 
the right thing. Many face the reality 
of losing health plans after being told 
otherwise. Many struggle with rising 
medical costs after Washington offi-
cials repeatedly said they would be 
lowered. Confidence in the American 
dream has plunged. Anxiety about the 
type of country we leave to the next 
generation is widespread. For many it 
has never seemed more difficult just to 
get by. 

When Americans look overseas they 
see a world filled with chaos: insta-
bility roiling the Middle East, terror-
ists pressing an aggressive agenda, and 
autocrats scoffing at a superpower that 
doesn’t seem to have a real plan. 

At home they see a government that 
is either uninterested in or incapable of 
addressing their concerns, a govern-
ment that seems to be working for 
itself instead of them. Whether it is 
Washington’s dysfunction or a bureauc-
racy that has grown so Byzantine and 
unaccountable, it tried to muzzle polit-
ical opponents and ignore the needs of 
veterans. 

The American people have simply 
had enough, and this past November 
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