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independent souls act in concert under
rules that encourage polite anarchy.”
Yet he also reminded us that ‘it
doesn’t take Clays and Websters and
Calhouns to make the Senate work.” It
simply takes men and women of honor
working in a spirit of good faith.

It may be difficult, but it has been
done before and it can be done again,
and if we are going to get there, it
helps to recall in whose footsteps we
walk today. This is the same Chamber
where Dirksen and Mansfield allied for
historic progress. This is where Byrd
drew from antiquity to rouse col-
leagues to present challenges and
where in later years he would critique
successors on the finer points of proce-
dure. This is where Mitchell honed the
skills he needed to help bring warring
communities together, enemies who re-
sponded to critics not just with floor
speeches or press conferences but actu-
ally live ammunition. This is where
Dole shared war stories with Inouye,
and with a fateful tap on the shoulder,
he would partner with Moynihan in
their effort to reform Social Security.

The names of many Senators who
came before us are etched into the
desks we sit at today. The men and
women who precede us include future
Presidents and Vice Presidents. They
include former athletes, veterans, and
astronauts. We have forgotten some,
we remember others, but their legacies
live on.

Here is how Senator Claude Pepper
put it:

The Senate is inefficient, unwieldy [and]
inconsistent; it has foibles, its vanities, its
members who are great . .. and those who
think they are great. But like democracy

. it is strong . . . it has survived many
changes, it has saved the country [from]
many catastrophes, [and] it is a safeguard
against any form of tyranny.

In the last analysis, Pepper noted,
the Senate ‘‘is probably the price we in
America have to pay for liberty.” For
everything Senator Pepper and I may
not have agreed on, we certainly
agreed on that.

In the same way, each of us here may
not agree on every issue. We may be
Republican, we may be Democrat, but
we are all Americans. We each have a
responsibility to make the Senate
function, and we each have a duty to
work for the people who sent us here in
serious times to get serious results.

Let’s restore the Senate we love.
Let’s look for areas of agreement when
we can. Above all, let’s make Wash-
ington work again for the people we
serve.

I yield the floor.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00zZMAN). The Senator from Illinois is
recognized.

———

PRESERVING THE SENATE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, before I
read a statement into the RECORD

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

which was written by the minority
leader, Senator REID, I have to say that
the Senators who serve on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle are committed
to the traditions, precedents, and the
rules of the Senate. We, of course, will
work to preserve this great institution
and protect our own individual rights
and responsibilities in the Senate.

I welcome what Senator MCCONNELL,
our new majority leader, has envi-
sioned as a more active floor in the
Senate where we do not run into
lengthy and repeated filibusters but
bring amendments to the floor, debate
them, vote on them, and ultimately
pass legislation. That is the procedure
of the Senate which historically had
been honored but fell, sadly, into dis-
repair over the last several years.

Although we hope our minority sta-
tus in the Senate is short-lived, I think
we will establish that the Democrats
are a much better minority when it
comes to the Senate than perhaps
those on the other side of the aisle, but
only time will tell.

————
NEW CONGRESS

Mr. DURBIN. I have the opening re-
marks from the Democratic leader,
HARRY REID, which I wish to read into
the RECORD.

Senator REID states:

As some already know, I had a mishap in
my home last week while exercising. As a re-
sult, I sustained several broken bones in my
face and ribs. As bad as that sounds, I am
doing well and recovering quickly.

I regret I am not on the Senate floor to
make these remarks in person, but my doc-
tors have urged caution and ordered me to
stay home while I recuperate.

I thank my friend, the Assistant Demo-
cratic Leader, for delivering my remarks
today.

A Greek philosopher once wrote: ‘“There is
nothing permanent except change.”” Our na-
tion’s elections prove that theory every two
yvears. This is one of those times of change—
for the Senate and for our country.

The desks in this Chamber have been rear-
ranged, committee assignments adjusted,
and a new majority assumes control for the
next two years. Or in other words, it’s just
another Wednesday in January at the start
of a new Congress.

For all of the changes, our duties as United
States Senators remain the same: We are
here to help working Americans and ensure
our government has all it needs to serve the
people.

In spite of almost no Republican coopera-
tion over the last six years, we’ve made sig-
nificant strides in many regards. The new
Majority Leader claims the Senate hasn’t
achieved, in his words, ‘‘squat’ in recent
years. The numbers, however, tell a different
story. Today the U.S. unemployment rate
stands at 5.8 percent. Over the last six years
the American economy has added 10 million
jobs. The stock market has reached all-time
highs. Our nation’s manufacturers are thriv-
ing. The American automobile industry was
brought back from the brink of collapse in
spite of Republican opposition. And let’s not
forget that there are more than 10 million
Americans newly insured with health care
coverage.

While some here in Washington may see
that as ‘‘squat,” the economic recovery has
been very real to American families. I know
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how important it has been to working Ne-
vadans.

And while we worked to improve the econ-
omy without Republicans’ help, we also
worked to fulfill our constitutional obliga-
tion to offer advice and consent on Presi-
dential nominations.

Just last Congress we confirmed 132
judges—the most since the Carter Adminis-
tration. Overall, we confirmed 611 of the
President’s nominees last Congress in spite
of Republican opposition. As we speak, we
have an Attorney General and a Secretary of
Defense waiting to be confirmed. I remind
everyone that last Congress the Republicans
mounted an unprecedented filibuster for a
nominee for Secretary of Defense [a former
Republican Senator].

I challenge my friend, the Majority Leader,
to change course and work with Senate
Democrats in confirming the President’s
nominees in the 114th Congress. Working to-
gether, we can easily meet and surpass last
Congress’s benchmark of 611 confirmations.

My Republican colleagues, and especially
the Majority Leader, should also know that
Senate Democrats are especially eager to
continue to help American families.

Working together, we can send meaningful,
bipartisan legislation to the President for
his signature.

The mistakes of the past, the gratuitous
obstruction and wanton filibustering will not
be a hallmark of the Democratic minority in
the 114th Congress. The filibuster is an indis-
pensable tool of the minority, but Repub-
licans’ abuse of it last Congress has come to
epitomize the gridlock here in the United
States Capitol.

To be clear, I have no intention of just
rolling over. I can’t. Not when the middle
class is teetering on the verge of extinction.

Any attempt to erode protections for
working American families—the dismantling
of Dodd-Frank, the weakening of net neu-
trality rules, or the Republicans’ never-end-
ing quest to repeal the Affordable Care Act,
known as ObamaCare—will be met with swift
and unified Democratic opposition.

But we’d rather legislate together. And
there’s plenty of common ground for bipar-
tisan compromise if Republicans are willing.

That is the end of the statement
from Senator REID.

TERRORIST ATTACK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, through-
out the history of the United States of
America, we have had a remarkable al-
liance with the nation of France. It
bears remembering and repeating that
the French stood by our side when
America was fighting for its independ-
ence from Great Britain. The French
were honored in many ways for that al-
liance and help, including, as I recall, a
portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette
which hangs in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to this day.

That was not the only time by any
means that the French have stood with
us and we have stood by their side. It
happened during World War I, World
War II, and many times after that.
Through the NATO alliance and in
many other ways, we have worked with
the people of France for common goals
and common purpose, and that is why
we were so saddened this morning to
learn of the news that was reported by
the Tribune:
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