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By Mr. HATCH:

S. Res. 34. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on Fi-
nance; from the Committee on Finance; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. KIRK):

S. Res. 35. A resolution commemorating
the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the
Auschwitz extermination camp in Nazi-occu-
pied Poland; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:

S. Res. 36. An original resolution author-
izing expenditures by the Committee on the
Judiciary; from the Committee on the Judi-
ciary; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
MARKEY, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,

Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
UDALL, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
FRANKEN):

S. Res. 37. A resolution supporting wom-
en’s reproductive health care decisions; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. PAUL, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms.
AYOTTE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. ERNST,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH,
Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
McCAIN, Mrs. McCASKILL, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON,
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. ScOTT, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. TiLLIS, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. UDALL, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WARNER,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 38. A resolution relative to the
death of Wendell H. Ford, former United
States Senator for the Commonwealth of
Kentucky:; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 48

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
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Idaho (Mr. RIscH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 48, a bill to prohibit dis-
crimination against the unborn on the
basis of sex or gender, and for other
purposes.

S. 149

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
149, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise
tax on medical devices.

S. 167

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 167, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pro-
vide for the conduct of annual evalua-
tions of mental health care and suicide
prevention programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, to require a
pilot program on loan repayment for
psychiatrists who agree to serve in the
Veterans Health Administration of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) and the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 167, supra.

S. 183

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RISCcH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
183, a bill to repeal the annual fee on
health insurance providers enacted by
the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act.

S. 198

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 198, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
rules relating to inverted corporations.

S. 201

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
201, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit taking minors
across State lines in circumvention of
laws requiring the involvement of par-
ents in abortion decisions.

S. 203

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
203, a bill to restore Americans’ indi-
vidual liberty by striking the Federal
mandate to purchase insurance.

S. 207

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN) and the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CrRAPO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 207, a bill to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to use ex-
isting authorities to furnish health
care at non-Department of Veterans
Affairs facilities to veterans who live
more than 40 miles driving distance
from the closest medical facility of the
Department that furnishes the care

S421

sought by the veteran, and for other
purposes.
S. 210
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 210, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against income tax for amounts paid
by a spouse of a member of the Armed
Forces for a new State license or cer-
tification required by reason of a per-
manent change in the duty station of
such member to another State.
S. 214
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 214, a bill to amend the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to re-
quire shareholder authorization before
a public company may make certain
political expenditures, and for other
purposes.
S. 229
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. 229, a bill to amend
the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971 to provide for additional disclosure
requirements for corporations, labor
organizations, Super PACs and other
entities, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States re-
lating to contributions and expendi-
tures intended to affect elections.
AMENDMENT NO. 27
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 27 proposed to S. 1, a bill to
approve the Keystone XL Pipeline.
AMENDMENT NO. 28
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHA-
HEEN), the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) and the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 28 proposed
to S. 1, a bill to approve the Keystone
XL Pipeline.
AMENDMENT NO. 49
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 49 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1, a bill to approve the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.
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AMENDMENT NO. 74
At the request of Mr. REED, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN) and the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 74 pro-
posed to S. 1, a bill to approve the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.
AMENDMENT NO. 78
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 78 proposed
to S. 1, a bill to approve the Keystone
XL Pipeline.
AMENDMENT NO. 87
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 87 proposed to S. 1, a
bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipe-
line.
AMENDMENT NO. 92
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY),
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN),
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN), the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
92 intended to be proposed to S. 1, a bill
to approve the Keystone XL, Pipeline.
AMENDMENT NO. 96
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 96 intended to be
proposed to S. 1, a bill to approve the
Keystone XL Pipeline.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. BENNET, Mr. GARD-
NER, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr.
DAINES):

S. 235. A bill to provide for wildfire
suppression operations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the
Budget.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
am reintroducing the Wildfire Disaster
Funding Act of 2015 with a bipartisan
group of my colleagues, to ensure that
Federal agencies have the resources
and funding they need to not only fight
the wildfires that erupt yearly in our
Nation’s forests, but to effectively
manage forests to prevent future infer-
nos.

For decades, our country has experi-
enced tragic and costly wildfire sea-
sons. Year after year, communities are
displaced, natural treasures are de-
stroyed, and the brave men and women

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

who fight these fires risk their lives,
and some don’t come home. Due to cli-
mate change, drought, and overstocked
and under-managed forests, the risks
from these infernos continues to grow.

As the Forest Service needs to direct
more and more resources to fighting
fires, and less to managing the forests,
it is transforming itself into the ‘‘Fire
Service.”” Over the past 20 years, sub-
stantial spending on Federal wildfire
suppression activities has grown. In
2013, the Forest Service devoted 41 per-
cent of its total budget to wildfire
management, compared to just 13 per-
cent of its total budget in 1991. In 8 of
the past 10 years, the Forest Service
has exceeded its budget for wildfire
suppression, requiring the Agency to
conduct what’s known as ‘‘fire bor-
rowing”’ to cover wildfire suppression
costs. The funds being borrowed come
from accounts that should be used for
hazardous fuels treatment and other
forest management activities, and are
unfortunately rarely, if ever, paid
back.

This ‘‘fire robbery’’ is disruptive, un-
productive, and undermines the core
mission of the Forest Service, particu-
larly as forest management program
budgets continue to get slashed. Haz-
ardous fuels treatments have been
proven to reduce fire risk, yet Federal
agencies don’t even have the oppor-
tunity or the funding to conduct these
treatments when fires are breaking out
and threatening lives and property for
months on end.

Today I am reintroducing the Wild-
fire Disaster Funding Act, to help our
Nation find a better way to manage our
forests, prevent future wildfires, and
fund wildfire fighting activities, both
small and catastrophic. Major wildfire
events should be treated as the natural
disasters that they are, and should be
funded as such. This bill establishes
parity for wildfire funding, putting it
on equal footing with other natural
disasters like floods and hurricanes.
Whether it’s water, wind, earth, or fire,
the earth’s natural disasters can all
cause devastation and should be ad-
dressed equally.

A Department of the Interior and De-
partment of Agriculture analysis shows
that 1 percent of wildfires represent 30
percent of agency costs. To ensure that
fighting the largest infernos doesn’t
cripple agency budgets, the bill would
fund the largest fire even under dis-
aster programs, leaving funds available
for routine wildfire fighting and forest
management activities. It does this by
moving any spending above 70 percent
of the 10-year rolling average for fire
suppression outside of the agencies’
baseline budget and makes these addi-
tional costs eligible to be funded under
a separate disaster account. This
should free up discretionary funds that
can now go toward hazardous fuels
projects that will improve the health of
our forests and ultimately prevent fu-
ture wildfires.

I am pleased to be joined again by
Senator CRAPO in introducing the bill
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today, as well as Senators CANTWELL,
RISCH, BENNET, GARDNER, BALDWIN, and
DAINES. I look forward to working with
my colleagues toward enactment of the
Wildfire Disaster Funding Act in the
114th Congress.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. TESTER,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. UpALL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
THUNE, Ms. WARREN, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. MORAN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms.
COLLINS, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs.
FISCHER, Ms. STABENOW, Ms.
CANTWELL, Ms. BALDWIN, and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 246. A bill to establish the Alyce
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Com-
mission on Native Children, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, for
those of us who are parents, we should
want to make sure all of our children
have the same opportunities as other
children. This starts with a quality
education, a safe and secure home, ac-
cess to quality health care, and a com-
munity free of violence. These are
deeply important issues. But too often,
talk about protecting our Native chil-
dren is left out of the conversation. Na-
tive children are too often considered
“them” and not part of ‘‘us.” That
needs to change—in fact, it must
change. Unfortunately, for children in
our nation’s tribal communities, oppor-
tunities for success are often out of
reach. As a result, Native children are
sadly the most at-risk population in
the country and face serious dispari-
ties.

The Federal Government has a trust
responsibility to provide for the edu-
cation, health, and safety of Native
children. But for far too long, we have
failed to live up to this promise. We are
failing by not Kkeeping them safe,
healthy, or providing them with edu-
cational opportunities necessary to
reach their full potential.

Native children have the third high-
est rate of being abused. They are over-
represented in foster care, more than
2.1 times the general population. Child
mortality has increased 15 percent
among Native children, while the rate
among all American children has de-
creased by 9 percent since 2000. Suicide
is the second leading cause of death
among Native young adults ages 15 to
24 years old, 2.5 times the national av-
erage. The graduation rate for Native
high school students hovers around 50
percent compared to 75 percent for
white students. These numbers are
simply staggering arid they are the di-
rect result of growing up in commu-
nities that face significant challenges,
high rates of poverty, staggering unem-
ployment, child abuse and domestic vi-
olence, crime, substance abuse, and few
economic opportunities.

I have spent a great deal of time on
Indian reservations in North Dakota. I
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