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am humbled to always be welcomed 
with open arms and treated like fam-
ily. The tribes have a cultural sense 
about the need to defend their children. 
But because of the lack of resources, 
the stories are still incredibly jarring. 
I have seen firsthand the obstacles 
tribal governments confront in re-
sponding to the needs of Native chil-
dren. Existing program rules and the 
volume of resources required to access 
current grant opportunities stymie ef-
forts of tribes to tackle the underlying 
issues impacting our Native children. 
At the same time, federal agencies lack 
clear guidance about the direction that 
should be taken to best address the 
needs of Native children to fulfill our 
nation’s treaty and trust responsibility 
to tribal nations. It is clear that Na-
tive children are suffering as a result. 

Too many times I have heard stories 
about Native children in North Dakota 
placed in juvenile detention centers for 
offenses that would likely not result in 
incarceration, except for the fact that 
they are Native American. I heard a 
story about a teenage girl in detention 
because of substance addiction. She 
wants to get the health counseling she 
needs, but hasn’t been given enough 
support, as too often there aren’t 
enough resources available. She wants 
to go to school and get to the correct 
grade level, but is now already two 
grades behind and is continuing to fall 
further back while in detention. With-
out anyone looking to help, she will 
likely fall further back. This is just 
one story. But there are too many like 
it. Unless we act, we are turning our 
backs on Native children throughout 
the country. 

I am determined to work to reverse 
these trends and end these terrible sto-
ries. We need to strive for a day when 
Native children no longer live in third- 
world conditions; where they don’t face 
the threat of abuse on a daily basis; 
where they receive the good health 
care and education that help them 
grow and succeed. I will pledge to work 
to give these to today’s Native children 
and future generations. 

To begin this effort, I am proud to in-
troduce the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children. Since joining the Senate, I 
have talked about the importance of 
working across the aisle to get things 
done. That’s why this is a bipartisan 
bill, as Senator MURKOWSKI from Alas-
ka has joined me in this effort, along 
with 20 of our colleagues. Our bill aims 
to address the sweeping challenges that 
Native Americans face by creating a 
Federal Commission on Native Chil-
dren. It would begin a national con-
versation about the state of American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Ha-
waiian children. It is a conversation 
that is long overdue. 

The commission will be directed to 
complete a comprehensive study on the 
programs, grants, and support avail-
able for Native children, both at the 
federal level and on the ground in Na-
tive communities. Right now, so many 

of these details are lacking, which 
makes it more difficult for the Federal 
Government to determine what kind of 
support is needed. Then, the 11 member 
Commission will issue a report on how 
to address the series of challenges cur-
rently facing Native children. It is my 
hope that the recommendations will 
lead to the development of a sustain-
able system to provide wrap-around 
services and support our Native chil-
dren, and also reverse the troubling 
statistics that have become all too fa-
miliar. 

I believe it is telling that this bill 
has received a great deal of support. I 
want to thank the National Congress of 
American Indians, the National Indian 
Health Board, the National Indian 
Child Welfare Association, the Amer-
ican Indian Higher Education Consor-
tium, and the National Indian Edu-
cation Association, which have en-
dorsed the bill, as has the Great Plains 
Tribal Chairman’s Association, and the 
five tribes in my state of North Da-
kota. 

Additionally, this Commission is 
named in part after my dear friend, the 
late Dr. Alyce Spotted Bear, who 
passed away in 2013 after a hard fought 
battle with cancer—and Walter 
Soboleff from the Tlingit tribe in Alas-
ka. Alyce was a member of the 
Mandan, Hidatsa, and Ankara Nation 
in North Dakota and served as Chair-
woman from November 1982 to March 
1987. She was an inspiration to all who 
knew her and a great leader—in North 
Dakota and throughout the country. 
She was an educator dedicated to ena-
bling Native students to succeed aca-
demically and making sure Native 
American cultures thrive. She was a 
mother, to her children, as well as her 
students and her community. In rec-
ognition of her expertise in the field, 
President Obama appointed her as a 
member to the National Advisory 
Council on Indian Education. And at 
the time of her passing, Alyce served as 
Vice President of Native American 
Studies and Tribal Relations at the 
Fort Berthold Community College in 
New Town, North Dakota. I hope this 
Commission will be able to live up to 
the great legacy she left behind, and 
also help complete some of her work 
for Native children. 

As Sitting Bull once said ‘‘Let us put 
our minds together to see what we can 
build for our children.’’ That is exactly 
what this Commission will do, and I 
hope my colleagues will join us in sup-
porting this important effort. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 33—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SE-
CURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs; which was referred to 
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration: 

S. RES. 33 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY. 
In carrying out its powers, duties, and 

functions under the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of such rules and S. Res. 445, 
agreed to October 9, 2004 (108th Congress), in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such 
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs (in this resolution referred 
to as the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized from 
March 1, 2015 through February 28, 2017, in 
its discretion, to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 
SEC. 2. EXPENSES. 

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2015.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2015 under this resolution 
shall not exceed $5,591,653, of which 
amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the 
period October 1, 2015 through September 30, 
2016 under this section shall not exceed 
$9,585,691, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 
28, 2017.—The expenses of the committee for 
the period October 1, 2016 through February 
28, 2017 under this section shall not exceed 
$3,994,038, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 
SEC. 3. REPORTING LEGISLATION. 

The committee shall report its findings, 
together with such recommendations for leg-
islation as it deems advisable, to the Senate 
at the earliest practicable date, but not later 
than February 28, 2017. 
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), expenses of the committee 
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under this resolution shall be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of the committee. 

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers 
shall not be required for— 

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate; 

(B) the payment of telecommunications 
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery; 

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the 
Senate; 

(E) the payment of metered charges on 
copying equipment provided by the Office of 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and 
Photographic Services; or 

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper. 

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations 
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may 
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of 
the committee— 

(1) for the period March 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2015; 

(2) for the period October 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2016; and 

(3) for the period October 1, 2016 through 
February 28, 2017. 
SEC. 5. INVESTIGATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The committee, or any 
duly authorized subcommittee of the com-
mittee, is authorized to study or inves-
tigate— 

(1) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches of the Government in-
cluding the possible existence of fraud, mis-
feasance, malfeasance, collusion, mis-
management, incompetence, corruption, or 
unethical practices, waste, extravagance, 
conflicts of interest, and the improper ex-
penditure of Government funds in trans-
actions, contracts, and activities of the Gov-
ernment or of Government officials and em-
ployees and any and all such improper prac-
tices between Government personnel and 
corporations, individuals, companies, or per-
sons affiliated therewith, doing business 
with the Government, and the compliance or 
noncompliance of such corporations, compa-
nies, or individuals or other entities with the 
rules, regulations, and laws governing the 
various governmental agencies and its rela-
tionships with the public; 

(2) the extent to which criminal or other 
improper practices or activities are, or have 
been, engaged in the field of labor-manage-
ment relations or in groups or organizations 
of employees or employers, to the detriment 
of interests of the public, employers, or em-
ployees, and to determine whether any 
changes are required in the laws of the 
United States in order to protect such inter-
ests against the occurrence of such practices 
or activities; 

(3) organized criminal activity which may 
operate in or otherwise utilize the facilities 
of interstate or international commerce in 
furtherance of any transactions and the 
manner and extent to which, and the iden-
tity of the persons, firms, or corporations, or 
other entities by whom such utilization is 
being made, and further, to study and inves-
tigate the manner in which and the extent to 
which persons engaged in organized criminal 
activity have infiltrated lawful business en-
terprise, and to study the adequacy of Fed-
eral laws to prevent the operations of orga-
nized crime in interstate or international 
commerce, and to determine whether any 
changes are required in the laws of the 

United States in order to protect the public 
against such practices or activities; 

(4) all other aspects of crime and lawless-
ness within the United States which have an 
impact upon or affect the national health, 
welfare, and safety, including but not lim-
ited to investment fraud schemes, com-
modity and security fraud, computer fraud, 
and the use of offshore banking and cor-
porate facilities to carry out criminal objec-
tives; 

(5) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches and functions of the 
Government with particular reference to— 

(A) the effectiveness of present national se-
curity methods, staffing, and processes as 
tested against the requirements imposed by 
the rapidly mounting complexity of national 
security problems; 

(B) the capacity of present national secu-
rity staffing, methods, and processes to 
make full use of the Nation’s resources of 
knowledge and talents; 

(C) the adequacy of present intergovern-
mental relations between the United States 
and international organizations principally 
concerned with national security of which 
the United States is a member; and 

(D) legislative and other proposals to im-
prove these methods, processes, and relation-
ships; 

(6) the efficiency, economy, and effective-
ness of all agencies and departments of the 
Government involved in the control and 
management of energy shortages including, 
but not limited to, their performance with 
respect to— 

(A) the collection and dissemination of ac-
curate statistics on fuel demand and supply; 

(B) the implementation of effective energy 
conservation measures; 

(C) the pricing of energy in all forms; 
(D) coordination of energy programs with 

State and local government; 
(E) control of exports of scarce fuels; 
(F) the management of tax, import, pric-

ing, and other policies affecting energy sup-
plies; 

(G) maintenance of the independent sector 
of the petroleum industry as a strong com-
petitive force; 

(H) the allocation of fuels in short supply 
by public and private entities; 

(I) the management of energy supplies 
owned or controlled by the Government; 

(J) relations with other oil producing and 
consuming countries; 

(K) the monitoring of compliance by gov-
ernments, corporations, or individuals with 
the laws and regulations governing the allo-
cation, conservation, or pricing of energy 
supplies; and 

(L) research into the discovery and devel-
opment of alternative energy supplies; and 

(7) the efficiency and economy of all 
branches and functions of Government with 
particular references to the operations and 
management of Federal regulatory policies 
and programs. 

(b) EXTENT OF INQUIRIES.—In carrying out 
the duties provided in subsection (a), the in-
quiries of this committee or any sub-
committee of the committee shall not be 
construed to be limited to the records, func-
tions, and operations of any particular 
branch of the Government and may extend 
to the records and activities of any persons, 
corporation, or other entity. 

(c) SPECIAL COMMITTEE AUTHORITY.—For 
the purposes of this subsection, the com-
mittee, or any duly authorized sub-
committee of the committee, or its chair-
man, or any other member of the committee 
or subcommittee designated by the chairman 
is authorized, in its, his, her, or their discre-
tion— 

(1) to require by subpoena or otherwise the 
attendance of witnesses and production of 

correspondence, books, papers, and docu-
ments; 

(2) to hold hearings; 
(3) to sit and act at any time or place dur-

ing the sessions, recess, and adjournment pe-
riods of the Senate; 

(4) to administer oaths; and 
(5) to take testimony, either orally or by 

sworn statement, or, in the case of staff 
members of the Committee and the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations, by 
deposition in accordance with the Com-
mittee Rules of Procedure. 

(d) AUTHORITY OF OTHER COMMITTEES.— 
Nothing contained in this section shall affect 
or impair the exercise of any other standing 
committee of the Senate of any power, or the 
discharge by such committee of any duty, 
conferred or imposed upon it by the Standing 
Rules of the Senate or by the Legislative Re-
organization Act of 1946. 

(e) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—All subpoenas 
and related legal processes of the committee 
and any duly authorized subcommittee of 
the committee authorized under S. Res. 253, 
agreed to October 3, 2013 (113th Congress) are 
authorized to continue. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 34—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. HATCH submitted the following 
resolution; from the Committee on Fi-
nance; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 34 
Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers, 

duties, and functions under the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its 
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such 
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Committee on Finance is authorized from 
March 1, 2015, through September 30, 2015; 
October 1, 2015, through September 30, 2016; 
and October 1, 2016, through February 28, 
2017, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the 
prior consent of the Government department 
or agency concerned and the Committee on 
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or 
agency. 

SEC. 2a. The expenses of the committee for 
the period March 1, 2015, through September 
30, 2015, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $4,710,670, of which amount (1) not to ex-
ceed $17,500 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized 
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not 
to exceed $5,833 may be expended for the 
training of the professional staff of such 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946). 

(b) For the period October 1, 2015, through 
September 30, 2016, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed 
$8,075,434, of which amount (1) not to exceed 
$30,000 may be expended for the procurement 
of the services of individual consultants, or 
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $10,000 may be expended for the training 
of the professional staff of such committee 
(under procedures specified by section 202(j) 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 
1946). 
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