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voice their experiences and educate policy-
makers. Specifically, this bill will create a sur-
vivors-led U.S. Advisory Council on Human 
Trafficking to review federal government policy 
and programs on human trafficking. This coun-
cil will advise, formulate assessments and rec-
ommendations, and submit reports to the Sen-
ior Policy Operating Group and the President’s 
Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
Persons. 

Directly hearing and learning from those 
who fell victim to this heinous crime is the best 
tool to eliminate human trafficking. Ultimately, 
this legislation values survivors, beyond just 
their stories. I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to pass this crucial bill, so that we 
may finally rid of human trafficking—once and 
for all. 

Mr. Speaker, be it labor or sex trafficking, 
human trafficking is the worst kind of atrocity. 
Each day, this scourge continues to endanger, 
exploit, and enslave lives. Even as we bring 
further awareness to this crime this month of 
January, we must sustain the fight each and 
every day. 
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, community part-
ners who are truly dedicated to serving the 
public good are an invaluable asset to any 
elected official in government. As the Rep-
resentative of New York’s 16th district I have 
had the pleasure of working with some truly 
remarkable community leaders, none more re-
markable than my dear friend, Westchester 
Jewish Council Executive Director Elliot 
Forchheimer. 

Raised in Kew Gardens, Queens, Elliot’s 
love affair with Jewish communal life started at 
the legendary Cejwin Camps, where he was 
inspired to pursue a career in the Jewish com-
munity. He became an Administrator at Camp 
Ramah and went on the join the Young Israel 
of Scarsdale, where he was a Youth Director 
for six years under the mentorship of the late 
Rabbi Jacob Rubenstein. 

In 1996 Elliot joined the UJA-Federation of 
New York in the Program Services depart-
ment, serving in a position focused on camps 
and JCC’s. Shortly thereafter he became the 
very first Director of Westchester Program 
Services and Agency Relations for UJA-Fed-
eration’s Westchester Office. After a stint at 
Synagogue 2000, Elliot returned to UJA-Fed-
eration’s Commission on Jewish Identity and 
Renewal, focusing on synagogue relations. 

Elliot’s greatest professional privilege how-
ever has been serving for the last 10 years as 
the Executive Director of the Westchester 
Jewish Council. In this role he has steered the 
proverbial ship at WJC, working with elected 
officials, community groups, and over 150 
Jewish organizations that span the breadth of 
Jewish expression. Elliot has helped ensure 
that Westchester remains a bastion of mutual 
respect and cooperation amongst all commu-
nity members. 

In addition to his phenomenal career 
achievements, Elliot has created an incredible 
legacy at home, with his beloved wife, Joan, 
and their two children, Ilana and Jacob. They 
are his true pride and joy. 

This year, the WJC is honoring Elliot at their 
39th Anniversary Gala for all he has done to 
better the Westchester community. I am hon-
ored to be able to congratulate Elliot on this 
incredible achievement, and I am even more 
honored to be able to call this incredible com-
munity partner my friend. 
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Blaise Alan Dente, who has been 
named the 2014 UNICAN of the Year for the 
Scranton Chapter of UNICO. UNICO is the 
largest Italian American service and volunteer 
organization in the United States, and many of 
my constituents, especially those living in the 
Wyoming Valley, have come to know Mr. 
Dente well through the Scranton Chapter. 

Mr. Dente is a lifelong resident of Pittston, 
PA, having graduated from Seton Catholic 
High School before matriculating to East 
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania. 
There, he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Hotel, Restaurant, and Tourism Management; 
a degree that he has put to commendable use 
in his ownership and operation of Dente’s Ca-
tering and Rental. 

As a member of the American Culinary Fed-
eration (ACF), Mr. Dente obtained his certifi-
cation as a Certified Chef de Cuisine, and in 
2011, was inducted as an ‘‘honorary fellow’’ in 
the American Academy of Chefs, a prestigious 
subset within the ACF. Mr. Dente has earned 
a slew of other esteemed decorations, includ-
ing medals, ribbons, and certificates for his 
work in both hot and cold food competitions. 
He was subsequently named the ACF Chapter 
Chef of the Year in 2008. 

As an active member of the Scranton Chap-
ter of UNICO since 2004, Mr. Dente and his 
staff host an annual dinner meeting for the 
chapter’s membership. However, his service to 
the community extends beyond the kitchen. 
Mr. Dente is a member of both the Wilkes- 
Barre and Greater Scranton Chambers of 
Commerce. Additionally, he actively volunteers 
for the Pittston Tomato Festival Committee 
and is a Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus 
Council 372 & Assembly 948. Such diverse 
and committed involvement certainly contrib-
uted to Mr. Dente being named one of the 
‘‘Top 40 under 40’’ Business Professionals in 
2010. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Mr. Blaise Alan 
Dente for his proven commitment to bettering 
the lives of those within the Scranton Chapter 
of UNICO, as well as the lives of those individ-
uals within my own district. I congratulate him 
for the distinguished honor in being named the 
2014 UNICAN of the Year, and know that he 
will continue to pursue bright endeavors in the 
future. 
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, Wednes-
day marked the seventieth anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz concentration camp on 
January 27, 1945. An estimated 1.1 million 
people, mostly of Jewish descent, lost their 
lives there between 1940–1945. 

The seventieth anniversary occurs at a piv-
otal time. The recent terrorist attacks carried 
out in France demonstrated that anti-Semitism 
still exists as the world witnessed the sense-
less killing of people solely based on their reli-
gion. The senseless attacks in France remind 
us of the dark days of World War II when so 
many lost their lives because of their religion 
or ethnicity. 

We must never forget the atrocities that oc-
curred at Auschwitz and elsewhere during the 
Holocaust. The human race must never again 
let such unspeakable events take place. Rac-
ism, prejudice, and anti-Semitism must not be 
allowed in our societies and must be stopped 
wherever they occur. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembrance of the lives lost at Auschwitz. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the magnitude of this anniversary and the sig-
nificance that it plays in our world today. 
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Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to reintroduce legislation to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Muhammad Ali 
in recognition of his contributions to our na-
tion. I believe it is long past time to recognize 
and honor an American civil rights activist and 
sporting legend with Congress’ highest honor. 
Over the course of his illustrious career, Mu-
hammad Ali has produced some of our na-
tion’s most lasting sports memories. From win-
ning a Gold Medal at the 1960 Summer Olym-
pics to lighting the Olympic torch at the 1996 
Summer Olympics, his influence as an athlete 
and a humanitarian has spanned over fifty 
years. 

Despite having been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s disease in the 1980s, Ali has devoted 
his life to charitable organizations. Ali and his 
wife, Lonnie, are founding directors of the Mu-
hammad Ali Parkinson Center and Movement 
Disorders Clinic in Phoenix, AZ and have 
helped raise over $50 million for Parkinson’s 
research. In addition to helping families cope 
with illness, Ali has led efforts to provide 
meals for the hungry and has helped count-
less organizations such as the Make-A-Wish- 
Foundation and the Special Olympics. 

Muhammad Ali’s humanitarian efforts go be-
yond his charitable activities in the United 
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