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the Air Force Academy. Of course, it is
a dream that couldn’t happen. He is un-
documented. Instead, he enrolled in Ar-
izona State University.

In 2010 Juan Rios graduated from Ar-
izona State University. What course
did he study? It was a degree in aero-
nautical engineering. He is some stu-
dent.

This is a picture of him at his grad-
uation. But after he graduated with his
degree in engineering, he didn’t know
which way to turn. He couldn’t enlist
in the military like he wanted to. He
couldn’t work as an engineer because
he was undocumented. His talents were
wasted. He sent me a letter at that
time and said:

The United States of America is the coun-
try I want to live my life in, where I want to
flourish as a productive citizen, where I want
to grow old among my lifelong friends and
where I want to one day fall in love and raise
a family.

So what happened to Juan after
DACA, when the Executive order gave
him the opportunity to have temporary
protection and not be deported? In Feb-
ruary 2013, after signing up for DACA,
he interviewed for his first engineering
job. Today Juan is working as a me-
chanical engineer in the semiconductor
industry.

At the age of 27 he learned how to
drive and bought his first car. After
living in Arizona for 17 years, he was fi-
nally able to visit the Grand Canyon
for the first time.

Juan sent a letter to me last week
and said:

I am fortunate to have found the oppor-
tunity to prove myself as a professional and
to work in a place where I feel my contribu-
tions are valued and recognized. The past
two years have changed my life in every way
imaginable. I think DACA is a responsibility,
a privilege, and an opportunity for everyone
who receives it to demonstrate that we as a
community of Dreamers have so much to
contribute to society.

Juan Rios is trying to prove to every-
one that he is worth this investment,
that he is worth this trust. He has done
it. He will continue to do it.

So why in the world do the House Re-
publicans want to deport Juan Rios?
Why do they want to give up on this
young man, with his idealism, his de-
termination, and his record of accom-
plishment? Why do they want him to
leave the United States of America?

Well, it is because he was brought
here as a b5-year-old—undocumented.
For that decision by his parents, the
House Republicans would say: We have
no use for Juan Rios. We don’t want
him to stay.

There are so many other stories simi-
lar to this one. It is clear that DACA
works for America. I have been to Chi-
cago so many times and met with these
DREAMers. I know these young men
and women. I believe in them, and I be-
lieve they are going to make a dif-
ference in this country.

I also want to remind my friends on
the Republican side of the aisle that
America is a nation of immigrants. Our
diversity is our strength. We come to
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this great country from so many dif-
ferent places, and we bring so many
different cultures, languages, religions,
ethnic backgrounds, and cuisines. We
bring it all here, and we make it part
of America’s future.

I know a little bit about this story
because my mother was an immigrant
herself. She was brought here at the
age of 2. Today I stand on the floor of
the Senate representing the great
State of Illinois. That is my story.
That is my family story. That is Amer-
ica’s story.

There is something else I would say
to the critics of immigrants. Immi-
grants bring something special to
America. Each one of these immigrant
families took the greatest risk of their
lives to come to America. Some of
them literally risked their lives to do
it. Others came to this country where
they didn’t speak the language, knew
very few people, and didn’t have any
idea what their future would be. But
they had heard about this America
place, and they believed this was a bet-
ter opportunity for them and for their
kids. I am sure that is what brought
my family to this country—my mother
to this country—and I am sure that is
what has brought a lot of people.

That is part of our DNA. Those immi-
grants, their courage, and their deter-
mination to be part of America and its
future really bring to this country an
energy that just can’t be matched in
many other places in the world.

House Republicans would kill that
dream, and they have showed us that
by this horrible amendment they have
attached to the Department of Home-
land Security appropriations.

They think America is stronger if we
tell Juan Rios to leave. I don’t. It is
shameless to play politics with the life
of this young man and hundreds of
thousands of others. It is just shame-
less to put homeland security funding
at risk, to punish Juan Rios for having
been brought to this country as a child.

The House Republicans feel so
strongly about deporting DREAMers
they are willing to hold up the home-
land security funding bill. The House
Republicans are telling the Senate and
the President: Deport the DREAMers
or we are going to shut down the agen-
cy responsible for protecting America
from terrorism.

I hope the Senate majority leader
will reject this blackmail, and I hope
that in the spirit of the Senate, where
we came together on a bipartisan basis
to pass immigration reform almost 2
years ago, we will reject this hate-
filled message from the House Repub-
licans.

For our part, Senate Democrats will
insist that the Department of Home-
land Security be funded and that the
President have the authority—which
every President has had—to establish
his own immigration policies.

I see there is another colleague on
the floor. I yield the floor.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the Republicans controlling the first
half and the Democrats controlling the
second half.

The Senator from Wyoming.

———

WORKING FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, last
November the American people sent an
unmistakable message to Washington,
DC. Voters across the country said
they were tired of the gridlock and
they were tired of the lack of action by
the Democratic-led Senate.

Well, we are now working again for
the American people because voters
said it was time for a new majority—
the Republican majority—to get the
Senate working again and to get Amer-
ica on a better course. Republicans
heard the message. We heard it loud
and clear, and we have been doing ex-
actly what the American people have
sent us here to do.

Under Republican leadership the Sen-
ate is working again for the American
people, and the best example of that is
the bill we are considering now in the
Senate on the Keystone XL Pipeline
project. The Obama administration has
blocked and delayed this job-creating
project for 6 years. Now Republicans
are moving forward. We are moving it
forward as well. We have had an open
debate on the bill, and we have allowed
amendments to the bill.

Imagine that. We are actually debat-
ing legislation on the floor of the Sen-
ate, and Senators are actually offering
amendments to that bill.

We are all familiar with the mile-
stone the Senate reached last week.
Last year, under the Democratic lead-
ership, there were a total of 15 up-or-
down votes on amendments—15 for the
entire year under HARRY REID. That is
all the Democratic leader allowed.

But by the end of the day last Thurs-
day, we completed our 25th amendment
vote. Just 22 days into the year, the
Senate had already been more produc-
tive on amendments than it was on 365
days under Democratic leadership.

We didn’t stop there. Today the Sen-
ate will vote on up to 18 more amend-
ments to the Keystone jobs bill and
then another 12 after that.

Several Democratic Senators com-
plained the other day about what they
said was a lack of amendment votes on
this bill. Well, where were they last
year when the Democratic leader al-
lowed only 15 votes to get an up-or-
down vote on an amendment for an en-
tire year?
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Senator SCHATZ and Senator MAR-
KEY, two Democrats, had never had a
vote on one of their amendments in the
Senate before Republicans gave them a
vote last week. Senator COONS will get
his first vote on an amendment today.

All of these amendments aren’t the
only way again the Senate is working
for the American people. Another is
going to happen on Thursday. The En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee
is going to hold a hearing on a bill that
I introduced earlier this month.

We have four Republican sponsors on
that bill and four Democratic sponsors:
Senators HEINRICH, BENNET, HEITKAMP,
and KAINE. It is the LNG Permitting
Certainty and Transparency Act. Now
Senator TOOMEY, a Republican, was
added as cosponsor, and Senator
UpALL, a Democrat, was added as co-
sponsor. So there are five Republican
and five Democratic cosponsors.

This is an idea that the House consid-
ered last year, and it passed with bipar-
tisan support. Forty-six Democrats
voted in favor of increasing America’s
exports of liquefied natural gas. The
House is expected to vote again and
pass a bill like this one this week. This
is an idea that has bipartisan support
in the Senate as well. So it should be a
no-brainer. Plans to send American en-
ergy overseas are wrapped up in Wash-
ington redtape, and Americans who are
eager for the jobs on these projects
continue to wait.

This bipartisan bill will do a lot to
fix that problem. It would set clear
deadlines for Washington to make
timely decisions on these import per-
mits—export permits, important per-
mits to export liquefied natural gas.

Once there has been an agreement
and an appropriate environmental re-
view, the Secretary of Energy will have
only 45 days to act on a permit applica-
tion. Increasing American natural gas
exports would do three important
things.

No. 1, it would create jobs. That is, of
course, most important. These are
American jobs, jobs for Americans. The
private sector wants to create these
jobs—not government jobs but private
sector jobs.

No. 2, it would help to reduce our Na-
tion’s trade deficit. The trade deficit
currently stands at $39 billion.

No. 3, these exports would support
our American allies. Last year Russia
invaded Ukraine and seized control of
Crimea. Why? Largely because of the
natural gas facilities there.

There was a group of Senators who
were actually in Ukraine. I was one of
them the day the Russian helicopters
landed just north of the gas plants
there. This was about the gas. Well, we
could help reduce the threat Russia
poses to Europe by offering more op-
tions for our allies to buy American
natural gas.

There is no good reason for the end-
less delays on these export permits.
Our bill would speed up the process.
These export projects are job creators
with bipartisan support. They have
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been stuck in Washington’s bureaucrat
gridlock.

The Senate is going to be acting to
get these projects moving. That is why
the American people sent us to the
Senate. It is how the Senate is sup-
posed to work. Committees consider
the ideas on both sides, the bills get de-
bated in committee and on the floor,
and every Senator has a chance to talk
about it and then to offer amendments
that might improve legislation. That is
how it has always worked before. It is
a slow process. It was meant to produce
consensus.

The majority leader, HARRY REID,
changed all of that. The Democratic
majority leader did everything he
could to block amendments and to by-
pass and to skip committees. Did he do
it to make better laws? No, not at all.
Did he do it to speed up action so the
Senate could be more productive? Of
course not.

It was a transparent campaign tactic
to keep vulnerable Democratic Sen-
ators from having to take tough votes.
Even Democrats couldn’t get votes on
their amendments. Well, that gimmick
by HARRY REID—the campaign tricks—
failed, and the American people were
not fooled.

That is one of the reasons voters
across the country chose Republicans
to lead both Houses of Congress. The
American people said they deserve bet-
ter, and the American people are abso-
lutely right. The American people want
Democrats to start working with Re-
publicans to get things done.

That is what Senator HEINRICH and
I—and others who are cosponsoring
this measure today—are doing with our
bill. The American people want an hon-
est debate on important issues such as
the Keystone jobs bill, as well. The
American people want their represent-
atives in the Senate to be able to offer
amendments to bills such as this one.

That is how the Senate should work.
That is how the Senate is working
under Republican leadership, and that
is how it is going to continue to work.

So I am pleased to see the votes are
going to be held on these amendments.
I am pleased to stand and cast my vote
on behalf of the people of Wyoming. I
look forward to more votes, more de-
bate, and more consideration of ideas
from both sides of the aisle.

It 1is interesting that President
Obama has threatened to veto eight
separate pieces of legislation so far
this year. It is interesting to the point
that it has a headline in today’s USA
Today, page 2A: ‘“‘Obama veto threats
are at record high.” Veto threats are at
a record high.

The President has said he will veto
another two bills that haven’t even
been introduced yet. If they haven’t
even been introduced, how does he
know what they are going to say? How
does he know what they are going to
say once they go through the process of
being amended, passed in the House,
passed in the Senate, and get to his
desk?
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The President should reconsider each
and every one of these veto threats.

The Senate is moving forward. The
White House is putting up roadblocks.
That is not what the American people
were asking for in November. The
American people want us to work to-
gether to get things done, to make
their lives better. It is about them. It
is not about the people who sit in this
body, it is about the American people—
their quality of life, people living pay-
check to paycheck, day to day, what
their lives are about.

The Republican Congress and this
Senate continue to listen to the Amer-
ican people. The President of the
United States continues to ignore
them.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

FAIR TAX ACT

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, we have
had a lot of talk—certainly in the last
year or so and certainly as this new
session of Congress begins—on the im-
portance of tax reform. Our country is
at a point in time where we certainly
are no longer competitive globally. The
economy now is one that works against
us because of our Tax Code. I think
there is general consensus in the Sen-
ate that reforming the Tax Code is of
significant importance, something that
must be done.

I am often asked not only when I am
back in Kansas but here in Wash-
ington, DC: Do you expect there to be
broad-based tax reform? And we keep
guessing about the likelihood of that
happening.

I think it is typical of elected offi-
cials, politicians, to always talk about
the need for comprehensive tax reform.
We talk about lowering rates, making
the tax system more fair, less bureau-
cratic, less paperwork. I certainly join
in those sentiments and believe that
the current circumstance we have in
regard to our Tax Code is such that it
limits the freedom of Americans—
American business men and women, in-
dividuals, and their families. We make
way too many decisions based upon the
consequences of those decisions and
how they are affected by the Tax Code.

So I am all on board on tax reform,
but I wish to talk about what I believe
is the best solution toward tax reform.
And it is not tinkering with the cur-
rent system; it is an overhaul of the
current Tax Code.

I have joined my colleague from
Georgia, Senator PERDUE, in once
again introducing the fair tax plan. I
started a long time ago in Congress,
knowing that we needed to make sig-
nificant changes in our Tax Code, with
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