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at the earliest practicable date, but not later
than February 28, 2017.
SEC. 4. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F') the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’ of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1,
September 30, 2015;

(2) for the period October 1,
September 30, 2016; and

(3) for the period October 1,
February 28, 2017.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 49—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
SENATE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. BARRASSO submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Indian Affairs; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

2015 through
2015 through

2016 through

S. RES. 49

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties and functions imposed by section 1056
of S. Res. 4, agreed to February 4, 1977 (95th
Congress), and in exercising the authority
conferred on it by that section, the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs is authorized from
March 1, 2015, through September 30, 2015;
October 1, 2015, through September 30, 2016;
and October 1, 2016, through February 28,
2017, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable, or non-reimbursable, basis the
services of personnel of any such department
or agency.

SEC. 2. (a) The expenses of the committee
for the period March 1, 2015, through Sep-
tember 30, 2015, under this resolution shall
not exceed $1,184,317.00, of which amount (1)
not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for
the training of professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).
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(b) For the period October 1, 2015, through
September 30, 2016, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,030,258.00, of which amount (1) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not
to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
training of professional staff of such com-
mittee (under procedures specified by section
202(j) of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1946).

(c) For the period October 1, 2016, through
February 28, 2017, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$845,941.00, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$20,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the training
of professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2017.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the Chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of the salaries of em-
ployees paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the
payment of telecommunications provided by
the Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from March 1, 2015, through
September 30, 2015; October 1, 2015, through
September 30, 2016; and October 1, 2016,
through February 28, 2017, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.

SENATE RESOLUTION 50—CON-
GRATULATING THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL TEAM
FOR WINNING THE 2015 COLLEGE
FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, and Mr. CARPER) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 50

Whereas on January 12, 2015, The Ohio
State University Buckeyes won the first-ever
College Football Playoff national champion-
ship with a 42-20 victory over the second-
ranked University of Oregon Ducks;

Whereas the head coach of the Ohio State
Buckeyes led the Buckeyes to a national
championship win in his third year as head
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coach, bringing the total of national cham-
pionships in collegiate football by The Ohio
State University to 8;

Whereas the head coach of the Ohio State
Buckeyes became only the second coach to
lead 2 separate Football Bowl Subdivision
programs to a national championship;

Whereas the quarterback of the Ohio State
Buckeyes, number 12, completed 18 passes for
242 yards, scoring 1 rushing touchdown and 1
passing touchdown in just his third start as
a collegiate quarterback;

Whereas the running back of the Ohio
State Buckeyes, number 15, rushed for 246
yards, scoring 4 touchdowns and earning the
title of Offensive Most Valuable Player;

Whereas the safety of the Ohio State Buck-
eyes, number 23, recorded 9 tackles, earning
the title of Defensive Most Valuable Player;

Whereas the Ohio State Buckeyes finished
the 2014 season with a record of 14 wins and
1 loss, winning 13 straight games on the road
to a national championship;

Whereas in the 2014 season, the Ohio State
Buckeyes tied school and National Colle-
giate Athletic Association records for the
most victories in 1 season, including a 42-28
triumph over rival school, the University of
Michigan;

Whereas the Ohio State Buckeyes won the
Big Ten Conference championship, which was
the first conference championship for The
Ohio State University under their current
head coach and the 35th since joining the
conference in 1912, with a 59-0 win over the
Wisconsin Badgers;

Whereas the Ohio State Buckeyes defeated
the first-ranked University of Alabama
Crimson Tide by a score of 42 to 35 to win the
Allstate Sugar Bowl and advance to the na-
tional championship game;

Whereas, The Ohio State University cele-
brated the 125th anniversary of the football
program during the 2014 season;

Whereas the sophomore defensive end of
the Ohio State Buckeyes, number 97, was
recognized as a 2014 unanimous All-American
selection, just the 27th player to receive such
an honor in the history of the football pro-
gram of The Ohio State University;

Whereas the quarterback of the Ohio State
Buckeyes, number 16, was named the Big Ten
Conference Griese-Brees Quarterback of the
year;

Whereas the star defensive end of the Ohio
State Buckeyes, number 97, was named the
Big Ten Conference Smith-Brown Defensive
Lineman of the year;

Whereas 8 football players from The Ohio
State University were named to all-con-
ference teams by Big Ten Conference coach-
es;

Whereas the junior center of the Ohio
State Buckeyes and Horticulture and Crop
Science student, number 50, was 1 of 6 Big
Ten Conference student-athletes to be named
an Academic All American in football;

Whereas 12 student-athletes on the cham-
pionship team were named Fall 2014 Aca-
demic All-Big Ten Honorees;

Whereas The Ohio State University Presi-
dent, Interim President, and director of ath-
letics have fostered a continuing tradition of
athletic and academic excellence at the in-
stitution;

Whereas The Ohio State University is 1 of
the largest and most comprehensive univer-
sities in the United States, and has proven to
be a perennial championship contender in
National Collegiate Athletic Association
football; and

Whereas The Ohio State University March-
ing Band, cheerleaders, students, faculty,
alumni, and fans worldwide have supported
the football team through a season filled
with adversity and triumph; Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) congratulates The Ohio State Univer-
sity Buckeyes football team for winning the
2015 College Football Playoff national cham-
pionship;

(2) recognizes the players, coaches, staff,
and fans whose hard work led to the cham-
pionship; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate prepare an official copy of this
resolution for presentation to—

(A) the President of The Ohio State Uni-
versity;

(B) the director of athletics at The Ohio
State University; and

(C) the head coach of The Ohio State Uni-
versity football team.

SENATE RESOLUTION 51—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 51

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States are internationally acclaimed for
their academic excellence and provide stu-
dents with more than an exceptional scho-
lastic education;

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad,
values-based education, emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual,
physical, and social values in young people
in the United States;

Whereas Catholic schools provide a high
level of service to the United States by pro-
viding a strong academic and moral founda-
tion to a diverse student population from all
regions of the country and all socioeconomic
backgrounds;

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to their faith,
values, families, and communities, by pro-
viding an intellectually stimulating environ-
ment that is rich in spiritual, character, and
moral development;

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to
community service, producing graduates who
hold ‘“‘helping others’ as a core value;

Whereas the total student enrollment in
Catholic schools in the United States for the
2014-2015 academic year is almost 2,000,000
and the student-to-teacher ratio is 13.1 to 1;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States educate a diverse population of stu-
dents, of which 20.4 percent belong to racial
minorities, 15.9 percent are of Hispanic or
Latino origin, and 16.9 percent are non-
Catholics;

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate in the United States is 99 percent,
with 87 percent of graduates attending a 4-
year college;

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the TUnited
States Conference of Catholic Bishops stat-
ed, “Education is one of the most important
ways by which the Church fulfills its com-
mitment to the dignity of the person and
building of community. Community is cen-
tral to education ministry, both as a nec-
essary condition and an ardently desired
goal. The educational efforts of the Church,
therefore, must be directed to forming per-
sons-in-community; for the education of the
individual Christian is important not only to
his solitary destiny, but also the destinies of
the many communities in which he lives.”’;
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Whereas the week of January 25, 2015, to
January 31, 2015, has been designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week’ by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops;

Whereas the National Catholic Schools
Week was first established in 1974 and has
been celebrated annually for the past 41
years; and

Whereas the theme for National Catholic
Schools Week 2015 is ‘‘Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Serv-
ice”’; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of National Catholic
Schools Week, an event cosponsored by the
National Catholic Educational Association
and the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and established to recognize the
vital contributions of the thousands of
Catholic elementary and secondary schools
in the United States; and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—CALLING

FOR THE RELEASE OF UKRAIN-
IAN FIGHTER PILOT NADIYA
SAVCHENKO, WHO WAS CAP-
TURED BY RUSSIAN FORCES IN
EASTERN UKRAINE AND HAS
BEEN HELD ILLEGALLY IN A
RUSSIAN PRISON SINCE JULY
2014

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 52

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is the first-
ever female fighter pilot in Ukraine’s Armed
Forces and is an Iraqi war veteran;

Whereas, in the ongoing conflict in Eastern
Ukraine, Nadiya Savchenko volunteered her
services to the Ukrainian Aidar battalion;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko was elected in
absentia from the Batkivshchyna Party to
Ukraine’s Parliament in October 2014, and
appointed to the Parliament Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE) as a representa-
tive from Ukraine;

Whereas, as a member of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, Lieutenant Nadiya Savchenko
was conducting operations in eastern
Ukraine against pro-Russian forces in the
summer of 2014 when she was captured and
taken into captivity;

Whereas, during her mission in Eastern
Ukraine, she was captured by the Donbas
People’s Militia, detained on Ukrainian ter-
ritory, deprived of rights to due process, and
illegally transferred to the Russian Federa-
tion to stand trial on unsubstantiated
charges of terrorism;

Whereas, since July 2014, Nadiya
Savchenko has endured involuntary psy-
chiatric evaluations and solitary confine-
ment;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is currently
entering her sixth week of a hunger strike as
a symbol of her protest;

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is denied ac-
cess to urgently needed medical attention
and access to legal counsel;

Whereas the Minsk Protocol of September
2014, signed by Ukraine and the Russian Fed-
eration, calls for the ‘‘immediate release of
all hostages and illegally held persons’’;

Whereas appeals have been made to the
United Nations Human Rights Council and

S607

the International Red Cross to secure Nadiya
Savchenko’s release;

Whereas the international community, in-
cluding representatives of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)
and of the United States, have urged her im-
mediate release;

Whereas, on January 26, 2015, the opening
day of the Parliamentary Assembly, the
global community embarks on a public cam-
paign to bring attention to the plight of
Nadiya Savchenko and demand her imme-
diate release; and

Whereas the Government and people of the
United States express concern about the de-
teriorating health of detained pilot Nadiya
Savchenko and her continued illegal impris-
onment: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation for its illegal imprisonment
of Nadiya Savchenko;

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to immediately release Nadiya
Savchenko;

(3) calls on the United States, its European
allies, and the international community to
aggressively support efforts to release
Nadiya Savchenko and other illegally de-
tained persons; and

(4) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian
people.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 247. Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself and
Mr. TESTER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 1,
to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

—————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 247. Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 1, to approve the Keystone
XL Pipeline; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . STUDY ON RESOURCES REQUIRED TO
ENSURE SAFE TRANSPORTATION BY
PIPELINE AND RAIL OF PETROLEUM
PRODUCTS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Administrator of Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion (PHMSA) shall conduct a study on the
resources necessary to ensure the safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
natural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products, including by rail and pipeline. The
study shall focus on the following priorities:

(A) Ensuring the safe transportation of
crude oil, petroleum products, natural gas,
natural gas liquids, and related products by
rail and pipeline.

(B) Ensuring PHMSA has the necessary
personnel and other resources, including ac-
cess to new and emerging technologies, to
properly monitor and regulate the transpor-
tation of crude oil, petroleum products, nat-
ural gas, natural gas liquids, and related
products by rail and pipeline.

(2) ScoPE.—The study required under this
subsection shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An examination of the current and pro-
jected resources and personnel at the Depart-
ment of Transportation and PHMSA that are
or will be dedicated to regulating, moni-
toring, and ensuring the overall safe trans-
portation of crude oil, petroleum products,
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