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esprit de corps while serving in the pre-
paratory school’s band.

Kolle’s superb attitude and dedication to his
studies will continue to serve him well at the
Marine Military Academy and beyond. Receiv-
ing this honor, speaks to Kolle’s dedication to
uphold academy’s mission and values.

| commend Brice Kolle for his outstanding
leadership and development of character thus
far in his academic career. On behalf of the
residents of the Twenty-Second Congressional
District of Texas, congratulations again to
Kolle for being named the Marine Military
Academy’s Cadet of the Month for the Leath-
erneck Band for December 2014.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF
RICHARD NAMEY
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the life and legacy of Richard “Rick”
Ellis Namey, who died of a heart attack on
February 26 at the age of 66. Rick wasn't a
man defined by one title, one line of work, or
one talent. He was many things: successful
concert promoter, advertising genius,
pitchman, standup comic, author, screenwriter,
and political activist. Friends and family say
one thing is certain; he didn’t do anything half-
way. With every endeavor, he went all out.

Rick was born in Baltimore on February 12,
1949. The oldest son of Albert and Salam
Namey, his father met his mother while trav-
eling abroad in Beirut, Lebanon. An aerospace
engineer, Albert took a job with Martin Mari-
etta and the family moved to Orlando when
Rick was 10.

Rick began pursuing his ambitions while at-
tending Winter Park High School and Sanford
Naval Academy. At age 16, he won a teen
disc jockey competition on WLOF-AM and
began managing local bands like Mr. Banana
and the Bunch and Marshmallow
Steamshovel. He was also a performer.

Rick’s first business venture was a coffee
shop called The Hobbit in Daytona Beach,
which catered to the hippie crowd, followed by
The Purple Door in Bithlo. His success book-
ing national acts like Bob Seger and the Silver
Bullet Band for events at the Tangerine Bowl
and the Daytona International Speedway led
him to start Cosmic Productions. Rick was
part of the promotional team for Woodstock
and appears in a documentary about the 1969
music festival.

Rick took ideas and turned them into reality,
even if they failed. During the Summer of
Love, he started a business selling love
beads. He had an importer, stringer, and
packager and he was going to make thou-
sands—until it was revealed the ink on his
product was poisonous. Despite some set-
backs, Rick’'s many successes were featured
in an Orlando Sentinel article when he was
just 283.

An active participant in the civil rights move-
ment, Rick attended rallies and worked on
presidential campaigns including McGovern/
Eagleton and Carter/Mondale. Though Central
Florida was always his home and he worked
hard to promote it, he often rubbed elbows
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with the rich and famous. Old photos show
Rick and the Carter family at home watching
the Kentucky Derby in the 1970s.

The list of Rick’s accomplishments is long.
Rick and his brother, Charles, started two of
Orlando’s first black pop radio stations—
WORJ and WORL—and Kissimmee’s first
tourist channel. Rick had a nationally syn-
dicated radio show with Hugh Rodham, former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s brother. He
also served as interim manager for the
Backstreet Boys and cut an album of Vietnam
War protest songs.

Through his company, Stuyvesant Corpora-
tion, Rick wrote hundreds of TV and radio ads
including “Mr. Stereo and Video,” “Mad Max,”
“Cheese Wars” and “Sounds Unlimited.”
Many of his ads garnered him national Addy
Awards for creative excellence.

Rick was most proud of his screenwriting,
which included Lake Woebegone Boys with
Garrison Keiler, and Matt Merlin, a story about
a kid wizard. Universal Studios optioned Matt
Merlin well before Harry Potter took the world
by storm.

He was also the author of several published
non-fiction books including Fodor's Disney
Like A Pro, Orlando Like A Pro, and Buy This
Book and Make Me Rich, a political satire. His
most recent book, Casey’s Ghost, chronicled
his brief stint as the ghost writer for Casey An-
thony, who was acquitted of the 2008 murder
of her daughter Caylee in a trial televised
worldwide.

Mr. Namey was a longtime member of
Mensa. In recent years, he spent his time vol-
unteering for local Democratic candidates and
rallying for liberal causes. His ideas never
stopped, his opinions grew stronger with age,
and his love for his family was unparalleled.

| am humbled to honor the memory, life,
and outstanding achievements of Richard
Namey.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call votes 54-58 due to a family emer-
gency.

Had | been present, | would have voted no
on #54, no on #55, no on #56, yes on #57,
and no on #58.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Rotary Club of Jefferson
Township, New Jersey, as it celebrates its
50th anniversary.

The Rotary Club of Jefferson Township
dedicates itself to bettering the township
through the completion of communal projects.
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This organization seeks to improve the local
community with the goal of ensuring that the
Jefferson Township region is a wonderful
place in which to live, work and raise a family.
The greater Jefferson Township area benefits
immensely from this organization’s dedication
to its neighbors and friends.

Since 1965, the Rotary Club of Jefferson
Township has devoted its time and energy to
facilitating projects for the benefit of the com-
munity. From distributing dictionaries to third
graders to financing the construction of four
vocational schools in Romania, this organiza-
tion’s members continuously find ways to help
those people in need of assistance. Whenever
an opportunity arises to help others, like par-
ticipating in End Polio Now, Rotary Club mem-
bers always seem to be the first volunteers to
respond.

Recently, this organization began several
new projects in order to support members of
the Jefferson Township community. On De-
cember 6th and 7th, the Rotary Club partici-
pated in the Sparta Christmas Bazaar by sell-
ing desserts and candies to help fund its oper-
ations. The Rotary Club also sold Gertrude
Hawk chocolate bars to fund its third grader
dictionary distribution project. This organiza-
tion is also participating in “Walkfest 2015,” a
Sunday morning event where participants walk
in Waterloo Village, located in Byram, New
Jersey. During this fundraising event, partici-
pants may donate money to various organiza-
tions, including the Rotary Club, and have the
opportunity to receive prizes.

The Rotary Club of Jefferson also believes
in a rich cultural experience for students. To
ensure that students from Jefferson Township
expand their education outside of the class-
room, the Rotary Club funds a Japanese Sum-
mer Exchange Program. In this program,
American students spend three weeks on the
island of Shikoku, while Japanese students
spend three weeks in Northern New Jersey.
Those students in Shikoku live with Japanese
families and encounter Japanese culture, cui-
sine and customs. Those students visiting
New Jersey live with families affiliated with the
Rotary Club, and attend excursions to New
York City. This program is yet another in-
stance of the Rotary Club’s commitment to
students’ educational experience.

To celebrate 50 successful years of offering
assistance to those in need, the Rotary Club
of Jefferson Township is holding an anniver-
sary dinner on Tuesday, February 24th at the
Casa Bianca Restaurant in Oak Ridge, New
Jersey. At this celebration, the Rotary Club will
host buffet-style culinary offerings, as well as
a cash bar. In honor of its dedication to 50
years of service, the Rotary Club will present
its 2015 Citizen Year Award to Alice and Bela
Szigethy.

| commend the members of the Rotary Club
of Jefferson Township, especially Alice and
Bela Szigethy, for their dedication to improving
the Jefferson Township area. The club has
consistently demonstrated a dedication and
commitment to improving the community and
successfully completing numerous communal
projects.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Rotary Club of
Jefferson, its members and Board of Directors
as it celebrates its 50th anniversary.
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