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United States history. Yet, out of that
destruction, our communities came to-
gether. Neighbors took each other in,
people looked after each other, families
started over, small businesses slowly
started to rebuild, and there was hope
again in New Jersey. My heart goes out
still to the many friends and neighbors
who are still trying to put their lives
back together again.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment has had a vital role in our recov-
ery. Disaster assistance came through
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, FEMA. Nearly 183,000 disaster
victims were awarded $1.3 billion in
disaster assistance—money to rebuild
homes or to find new ones, money to
help people get their lives back again.
That is why it is so upsetting for these
victims to now, 2 years later, be receiv-
ing letters from FEMA demanding the
repayment of those aid grants. I am re-
ferring to a process called ‘‘recoup-
ment,” and it goes like this:

FEMA receives an application for
aid. It makes a determination, it gives
a grant, and it later changes its mind.
It could be for fraud or applicant error,
in which case FEMA has my full sup-
port, but sometimes FEMA just
changes its mind. The application is
correct. An examiner evaluates the
claim, makes the payment, and then,
later, a supervisor can change his mind
and say: “We don’t think you got this
one right,” and a letter goes out
months—even years—later, demanding
repayment.

Mr. Speaker, I worked for 30 years in
the insurance industry. I started as a
claims adjuster. I had the privilege at
the end of my career of running a large
insurance service company, and some-
times errors did get made. Sometimes
a supervisor disagreed because there
was just a difference of opinion. I
might have even made a few errors my-
self. But in the private sector, compa-
nies can’t just reach out and demand
those funds back again and, in the case
of the Federal Government, demand
with an ‘“‘or else.” An ‘‘or else’” from
the long arm of the Federal Govern-
ment is a serious matter, indeed—wage
garnishment or worse.

Mr. Speaker, by October 31 of 2014—2
years after Sandy—1,200 of my fellow
New Jerseyans had received letters de-
manding that $8 million be returned to
the Federal Government. These are
people who used these funds to rebuild
their homes, to find new places to live,
to repair what was broken, to replace
the clothes on their backs, and begin
again. Now the government wants to
take it back. It is a terrible blow to
these dear people, our fellow citizens,
whose lives were overwhelmed in just a
few short hours. It is something that
could happen to every one of us.

That is why I have introduced the
Disaster Assistance Fairness and Ac-
countability Act of 2015. Like it says in
the title, it is about bringing fairness
and accountability back to this proc-
ess, and it does it, Mr. Speaker, in a
few simple ways.
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First, fairness. It allows FEMA to re-
coup funds if there is an applicant
error or if there is fraud, but not if
FEMA just changes its determination
on an application that was accurate
and later just subjects itself to a
change of opinion.
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It applies the same standard to
FEMA that applies to the private sec-
tor, and it is fundamentally fair.

Accountability. My proposed act re-
quires FEMA to prove that the appli-
cant was guilty of error or fraud in-
stead of the other way around. It shifts
the burden of proof from the individual
to the government, which is where it
should be. Only at FEMA are you
guilty until proven innocent. That is
fundamentally un-American and some-
thing my bill will change. Where there
is fraud or applicant error, FEMA has
full authority to recover funds so that
the hardworking taxpayers of our
country are getting a fair shake as
well.

Lastly, the bill is reasonable. It im-
poses a 3-year statute of limitations on
FEMA for these recoupment actions.
Now there is no limit. They can reach
in many years after if they choose to.
Nearly every other law in the United
States is subject to a statute of limita-
tions, and this should be no different.

Mr. Speaker, there are many ways
that we can help the survivors of
Superstorm Sandy, and they need and
deserve our help. This bill is just a
start, but this bill will also help vic-
tims of future disasters.

I think one of our most important re-
sponsibilities as legislators is to listen
to our constituents and to find ways
that we can improve this government
on their behalf. This is an important
step in that direction. I am hopeful
that we can work together, Repub-
licans and Democrats, and bring this
bill to a successful vote to bring some
fairness and accountability back to
this one small part of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CoLLINS of Georgia (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on
account of a death in the family.

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,

Washington, DC, February 5, 2015.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives, The Capitol,

Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to House
Rule XI, the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology adopted its rules for the
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114th Congress on January 27, 2015, and I sub-
mit them now for publication in the Congres-
sional Record.
Sincerely,
LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman.
RULE I. GENERAL

(a) Application of Rules.

(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives (‘‘House Rules’’) are the rules of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and its Subcommittees with the spe-
cific additions thereto contained in these
rules.

(2) Except where the term ‘‘Sub-
committee’ is specifically referred to, the
following rules shall apply to the Committee
and its Subcommittees as well as to the re-
spective Chairs and Ranking Minority Mem-
bers.

(b) Other Procedures. The Chair may estab-
lish such other procedures and take such ac-
tions as may be necessary to carry out these
rules or to facilitate the effective operation
of the Committee.

(c) Use of Hearing Rooms. In consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, the
Chair of the Committee shall establish
guidelines for the use of Committee hearing
rooms.

RULE II. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL

MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings. The regular meeting
day of the Committee for the conduct of its
business shall be on the first Thursday of
each month, if the House is in session. If the
House is not in session on that day, then the
Committee shall meet on the next Thursday
of such month on which the House is in ses-
sion, or at another practicable time as deter-
mined by the Chair.

(1) A regular meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of
the Chair, there is no need for the meeting.

(2) The Chair may call and convene, as he
considers necessary and in accordance with
the notice requirements contained in these
rules, additional meetings of the Committee
for the consideration of any bill or resolu-
tion pending before the Committee or for the
conduct of other Committee business.

(b) Bills and Subjects to be Considered.

(1) The Chair shall announce the date,
place, and subject matter of any Committee
meeting, which may not commence earlier
than the third day on which Members have
notice thereof, unless the Chair, with the
concurrence of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, or the Committee by majority vote with
a quorum present for the transaction of busi-
ness, determines there is good cause to begin
the meeting sooner, in which case the Chair
shall make the announcement at the earliest
possible date.

(2) At least 48 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of
legislation, the Chair shall cause the text of
such legislation to be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form.

(3) To the maximum extent practicable,
amendments to a measure or matter shall be
submitted in writing or electronically to the
designee of both the Chair and Ranking Mi-
nority Member at least 24 hours prior to the
consideration of the measure or matter, and
the Chair may oppose any amendment not so
submitted.

(c) Open Meetings.

(1) Meetings for the transaction of business
and hearings of the Committee shall be open
to the public or closed in accordance with
the House Rules.

(2) Any Member who is not a Member of
the Committee (or any Committee Member
who is not a Member of the Subcommittee)
may have the privilege of nonparticipatory
attendance at Committee or Subcommittee
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hearings or meetings in accordance with
clause 2(g)(2) of House Rule XI. Such Member
may not:

i. vote on any matter;

ii. be counted for the purpose of estab-
lishing a quorum;

iii. participate in questioning a witness
under the 5-Minute Rule, unless permitted to
do so by the Chair;

iv. raise points of order; or

v. offer amendments or motions.

(d) Quorums. A majority of the Committee
shall form a quorum, except that two Mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for taking
testimony and receiving evidence, and one
third of the Members shall form a quorum
for taking any action other than for which
the presence of a majority of the Committee
is otherwise required. If the Chair is not
present at any meeting of the Committee or
Subcommittee, the Vice Chair on the Com-
mittee who is present shall preside at the
meeting, unless another Member of the Com-
mittee is designated by the Chair.

(e) Postponement of Proceedings.

(1) Pursuant to clause 2(h)(4) of House Rule
XI, the Chair may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter
or on adopting an amendment. The Chair
may resume proceedings on a postponed vote
at any time after reasonable notice.

(2) When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same
extent as when the question was postponed.

(f) Time for Statements and Debate.

(1) Insofar as is practicable, the Chair,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, shall limit the total time of
opening statements by Members at a Com-
mittee meeting to no more than ten min-
utes, the time to be divided equally between
the Chair and Ranking Minority Member.
When requested, ex officio Members of any
Subcommittee shall also be recognized at a
Subcommittee hearing for five minutes each
to present an opening statement.

(2) The time any one Member may address
the Committee on any bill, amendment, mo-
tion, or other matter under consideration by
the Committee will be limited to five min-
utes, and then only when the Member has
been recognized by the Chair. This time
limit may be waived by the Chair pursuant
to unanimous consent.

(g) Requests for Recorded Vote. A record
vote of the Committee shall be provided on
any question before the Committee upon the
request of one-fifth of the Members present.

(h) Transcripts. Transcripts of markups
shall be recorded and may be published in
the same manner as hearings before the
Committee. Transcripts shall be included as
part of the legislative report unless waived
by the Chair of the Committee.

(i) Motion to Go to Conference. Without
further action of the Committee, the Chair is
authorized to offer a motion under clause 1
of House Rule XXII whenever the Chair con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE III. HEARINGS

(a) Notice of Hearings.

(1) The Chair shall publicly announce the
date, place, and subject matter of any hear-
ing to be conducted by the Committee on
any measure or matter at least one week be-
fore the commencement of that hearing. If
the Chair, with the concurrence of the Rank-
ing Minority Member, determines there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if
the Committee so determines by majority
vote, a quorum being present for the trans-
action of business, the Chair shall make the
announcement at the earliest possible date.
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(2) The Chair shall publicly announce a list
of witnesses to testify at a hearing as soon as
a complete list of witnesses, including those
to be called by the minority, is compiled.
When practicable, the Chair and the Ranking
Minority Member will seek to have a com-
plete list of witnesses compiled at or as soon
as practicable after the time that the hear-
ing is publicly announced.

(b) Witnesses.

(1) Insofar as is practicable, no later than
48 hours in advance of his or her appearance,
each witness who is to appear before the
Committee shall file, in printed copy and in
electronic form, a written statement of his
or her proposed testimony and a curriculum
vitae.

(2) Each witness shall limit his or her pres-
entation to a five minute summary, however
additional time may be granted by the Chair
when appropriate.

(3) The Chair, or any Member of the Com-
mittee designated by the Chair, may admin-
ister oaths to witnesses before the Com-
mittee.

(4) Whenever any hearing is conducted by
the Committee on any measure or matter,
the Minority Members of the Committee
shall be entitled, upon request to the Chair
by a majority of them before the completion
of the hearing, to call witnesses selected by
the Minority to testify with respect to the
measure or matter during at least one day of
hearing thereon.

(5) In the case of a witness appearing in a
nongovernmental capacity, a written state-
ment of proposed testimony shall include a
curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any
Federal grants, cooperative agreements, or
contracts, or contracts or payments origi-
nating with a foreign government, received
during the current calendar year or either of
the two previous calendar years by the wit-
ness or by an entity represented by the wit-
ness and related to the subject matter of the
hearing. The disclosure shall include the
amount and source of each Federal grant (or
subgrant thereof), cooperative agreement, or
contract (or subcontract thereof) related to
the subject matter of the hearing; and the
amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing originating with a foreign
government. Such statements, with appro-
priate redactions to protect the privacy or
security of the witness, shall be made pub-
licly available in electronic form not later
than one day after the witness appears.

(c) Questioning of Witnesses.

(1) The right to interrogate a witness be-
fore the Committee shall alternate between
Majority and Minority Members of the Com-
mittee. Each Member shall be limited to five
minutes in the interrogation of witnesses.
No Member may be recognized for a second
period of interrogation until each Member
present, who wishes to be recognized, has
been recognized at least once.

(2) Notwithstanding clause 1, upon a mo-
tion the Chair, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, may:

i. Designate a specified number of Members
of the Committee from each party to ques-
tion a witness for a period of time equally di-
vided between the majority party and the
minority party, not to exceed one hour in
the aggregate; or

ii. Designate staff from each party to ques-
tion a witness for a period of time equally di-
vided between the majority party and the
minority party, not to exceed one hour in
the aggregate.

(3) Members of the Committee have two
weeks from the date of a hearing to submit
additional questions in writing for the record
to be answered by witnesses who have ap-
peared in person. The letters of transmittal
and any responses thereto shall be included
in the hearing record.
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(d) Claims of Privilege. Claims of common-
law privileges made by witnesses in hearings,
or by interviewees or deponents in investiga-
tions or inquiries, are applicable only at the
discretion of the Chair, subject to appeal to
the Committee.

(e) Publication of Transcripts. The tran-
scripts of those hearings conducted by the
Committee, when it is decided they will be
printed, shall be published in substantially
verbatim form, with the material requested
for the record inserted at that place re-
quested, or at the end of the record, as ap-
propriate. Individuals, including Members,
whose comments are to be published as part
of a Committee document shall be given the
opportunity to verify the accuracy of the
transcription in advance of publication. Any
requests by those Members, staff, or wit-
nesses to correct any errors other than er-
rors in the transcript, or disputed errors in
transcription, shall be appended to the
record, and the appropriate place where the
change is requested will be footnoted. Prior
to approval by the Chair of hearings con-
ducted jointly with another Congressional
Committee, a memorandum of under-
standing shall be prepared which incor-
porates an agreement for the publication of
the transcript.

(f) Pertinence of Testimony. At the discre-
tion of the Committee, brief and pertinent
statements may be submitted in writing for
inclusion in the record. The Committee is
the sole judge of the pertinence of testimony
and evidence adduced at its hearing.

RULE IV. REPORTS

(a) Bills and resolutions approved by the
Committee shall be reported by the Chair
pursuant to clauses 2-4 of House Rule XIII.

(b) A proposed investigative or oversight
report shall be considered as read if it has
been available to the Members of the Com-
mittee for at least 24 hours (excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, or legal holidays except when
the House is in session on such days).

(c) Every investigative or oversight report
shall be approved by a majority vote of the
Committee at a meeting at which a quorum
is present. If at the time of approval of such
a report a Member of the Committee gives
notice of intent to file supplemental, minor-
ity, additional, or dissenting views that
Member shall be entitled to file such views.

(d) Only those investigative or oversight
reports approved by a majority vote of the
Committee may be ordered printed, unless
otherwise required by House Rules.

RULE V. BROADCASTING

(a) Whenever a meeting for the transaction
of business, including the markup of legisla-
tion or a hearing is open to the public, that
meeting or hearing shall be open to coverage
by television, radio, and still photography in
accordance with clause 4 of House Rule XI.

(b) To the maximum extent practicable,
the Committee shall provide audio and vis-
ual coverage of each hearing or meeting for
the transaction of business in a manner that
allows the public to easily listen to and view
the proceedings, and maintain the recordings
of such coverage in a manner that is easily
accessible to the public. Operation and use of
any Committee intemet broadcast system
shall be fair and nonpartisan, and in accord-
ance with clauses 4(b) and (f) of House Rule
XI and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

RULE VI. SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Committee Jurisdiction. The Com-
mittee shall have jurisdiction over such mat-
ters as determined by the Chair,

(b) Subcommittees and Jurisdiction. There
shall be five standing Subcommittees of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, with jurisdictions as follows:
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(1) Subcommittee on Energy. Shall have
jurisdiction over the following subject mat-
ters: all matters relating to energy research,
development, and demonstration projects
therefor; commercial application of energy
technology; Department of Energy research,
development, and demonstration programs;
Department of Energy laboratories; Depart-
ment of Energy science activities; energy
supply activities; nuclear, solar, and renew-
able energy, and other advanced energy tech-
nologies; uranium supply and enrichment,
and Department of Energy waste manage-
ment; fossil energy research and develop-
ment; clean coal technology; energy con-
servation research and development, includ-
ing building performance, alternate fuels,
distributed power systems, and industrial
process improvements; pipeline research, de-
velopment, and demonstration projects; en-
ergy standards; other appropriate matters as
referred by the Chair; and relevant over-
sight.

(2) Subcommittee on Environment. Shall
have jurisdiction over the following subject
matters: all matters relating to environ-
mental research; Environmental Protection
Agency research and development; environ-
mental standards; climate change research
and development; the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, including all
activities related to weather, weather serv-
ices, climate, the atmosphere, marine fish-
eries, and oceanic research; risk assessment
activities; scientific issues related to envi-
ronmental policy, including climate change;
remote sensing data related to climate
change at the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA); earth science
activities conducted by the NASA; other ap-
propriate matters as referred by the Chair;
and relevant oversight.

(3) Subcommittee on Research and Tech-
nology. Shall have jurisdiction over the fol-
lowing subject matters: all matters relating
to science policy and science education; the
Office of Science and Technology Policy; all
scientific research, and scientific and engi-
neering resources (including human re-
sources); all matters relating to science,
technology, engineering and mathematics
education; intergovernmental mechanisms
for research, development, and demonstra-
tion and cross-cutting programs; inter-
national scientific cooperation; National
Science Foundation; university research pol-
icy, including infrastructure and overhead;
university research partnerships, including
those with industry; science scholarships;
computing, communications, networking,
and information technology; research and
development relating to health, biomedical,
and nutritional programs; research, develop-
ment, and demonstration relating to nano-
science, nanoengineering, and nanotechnol-
ogy; agricultural, geological, biological and
life sciences research; materials research, de-
velopment, demonstration, and policy; all
matters relating to competitiveness, tech-
nology, standards, and innovation; standard-
ization of weights and measures, including
technical standards, standardization, and
conformity assessment; measurement, in-
cluding the metric system of measurement;
the Technology Administration of the De-
partment of Commerce; the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; the Na-
tional Technical Information Service; com-
petitiveness, including small business com-
petitiveness; tax, antitrust, regulatory and
other legal and governmental policies re-
lated to technological development and com-
mercialization; technology transfer, includ-
ing civilian use of defense technologies; pat-
ent and intellectual property policy; inter-
national technology trade; research, develop-
ment, and demonstration activities of the
Department of Transportation; surface and
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water transportation research, development,
and demonstration programs; earthquake
programs and fire research programs, includ-
ing those related to wildfire proliferation re-
search and prevention; biotechnology policy;
research, development, demonstration, and
standards-related activities of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security; Small Business
Innovation Research and Technology Trans-
fer; voting technologies and standards; other
appropriate matters as referred by the Chair;
and relevant oversight.

(4) Subcommittee on Space. Shall have ju-
risdiction over the following subject mat-
ters: all matters relating to astronautical
and aeronautical research and development;
national space policy, including access to
space; sub-orbital access and applications;
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and its contractor and government-op-
erated labs; space commercialization, includ-
ing commercial space activities relating to
the Department of Transportation and the
Department of Commerce; exploration and
use of outer space; international space co-
operation; the National Space Council; space
applications, space communications and re-
lated matters; Earth remote sensing policy;
civil aviation research, development, and
demonstration; research, development, and
demonstration programs of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration; space law; other appro-
priate matters as referred by the Chair; and
relevant oversight.

(5) Subcommittee on Oversight. Shall have
general and special investigative authority
on all matters within the jurisdiction of the
Committee.

(c) Composition of Subcommittees.

(1) The Chair shall assign Members to the
Subcommittees. Minority party assignments
shall be made only with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member. The Chair
shall determine the ratio of Majority Mem-
bers to Minority Members of each Sub-
committee; provided that the ratio of Major-
ity Members to Minority Members on each
Subcommittee (excluding any ex officio
Member) shall be no less favorable to the
majority party than the ratio for the Com-
mittee.

(2) The Chair and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee shall be ex officio
Members of each Subcommittee to which
such Chair or Ranking Minority Member has
not been assigned by the Chair They are not
authorized to vote on Subcommittee mat-
ters. Unless they are regular Members of the
Subcommittee, they shall not be counted in
determining a Subcommittee quorum other
than a quorum for taking testimony.

(d) Referral to Subcommittees. The Chair
shall expeditiously refer all legislation and
other matters referred to the Committee to
the Subcommittee or Subcommittees of ap-
propriate jurisdiction, unless the Chair
deems consideration is to be by the Com-
mittee. Subcommittee Chairs may make re-
quests for referral of specific matters to
their Subcommittee if they believe Sub-
committee jurisdictions so warrant.

(e) Subcommittee Procedures and Reports.

(1) Subcommittee Chairs shall set meeting
dates with the concurrence of the Chair and
after consultation with the other Sub-
committee Chairs with a view toward avoid-
ing simultaneous scheduling of Sub-
committee meetings or hearings wherever
possible. No Subcommittee may meet or
hold a hearing at the same time as a meeting
or hearing of the Committee without author-
ization from the Chair.

(2) Each Subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive testimony or
evidence, mark up legislation, and report to
the Committee on all matters referred to it.
For matters within its jurisdiction, each
Subcommittee is authorized to conduct leg-
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islative, investigative, forecasting, and gen-
eral oversight hearings; to conduct inquiries
into the future; and to undertake budget im-
pact studies.

(3) Each Subcommittee shall provide the
Committee with copies of such records of
votes taken in the Subcommittee and such
other records with respect to the Sub-
committee as the Chair of the Committee
deems necessary to ensure compliance with
the House Rules.

(4) After ordering a measure or matter re-
ported, a Subcommittee shall issue a report
in such form as the Chair shall specify. To
the maximum extent practicable, reports
and recommendations of a Subcommittee
shall not be considered by the Committee
until after the intervention of 48 hours from
the time the report is submitted and made
available to the Committee. Printed hear-
ings thereon shall be made available, if fea-
sible, to the Committee, except that this
Rule may be waived at the discretion of the
Chair after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member.

RULE VII. VICE CHAIRS

(a) The Chair of the Committee shall des-
ignate a Member of the majority party to
serve as Vice Chair of the Committee, and
shall designate a Majority Member of each
Subcommittee to serve as Vice Chair of the
Subcommittee. Vice Chairs of the Com-
mittee and each Subcommittee serve at the
pleasure of the Chair, who may at any time
terminate his designation of a Member as
Vice Chair and designate a different Member
of the majority party to serve as Vice Chair
of the Committee or relevant Subcommittee.

(b) The Chair may assign duties, privileges,
and responsibilities to the Vice Chairs of the
Committee or the various Subcommittees.

RULE VIII. OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

(a) The Committee shall review and study,
on a continuing basis, the application, ad-
ministration, execution, and effectiveness of
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within its jurisdiction, includ-
ing all laws, programs, and Government ac-
tivities relating to nonmilitary research and
development in accordance with House Rule
X.

(b) Not later than February 15th of the
first session of the 114th Congress, the Com-
mittee shall meet in open session, with a
quorum present, to adopt its oversight plan
for submission to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform and the Com-
mittee on House Administration in accord-
ance with the provisions of clause 2(d) of
House Rule X.

(c) Any investigation undertaken in the
name of the Committee shall be approved by
the Chair Nothing in this subsection shall be
interpreted to infringe on a Subcommittee’s
authority to conduct general oversight of
matters within its jurisdiction, short of un-
dertaking an investigation.

RULE IX. SUBPOENAS

The power to authorize and issue sub-
poenas is delegated to the Chair as provided
for under clause 2(m)(3)(A)(i) of House Rule
XI.

RULE X. DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

The Chair may authorize the staff of the
Committee to conduct depositions pursuant
to section 3(b) of House Resolution 5, 114th
Congress, and subject to any regulations
issued pursuant thereto.

RULE XI. COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) The records of the Committee at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in
accordance with House Rule VII.

(b) The Chair shall notify the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee of any de-
cision, pursuant to clauses 3(b)(3) or 4(b) of
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House Rule VII, to withhold a record other-
wise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on the written request of any Member of the
Committee.

RULE XII. OFFICIAL COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Com-
mittee website for the purpose of furthering
the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating in-
formation about the Committee’s activities
to Committee Members and other Members
of the House. The Ranking Minority Member
of the Committee may maintain a similar
website for the same purpose, including com-
municating information about the activities
of the minority to Committee Members and
other Members of the House.

RULE XIII. COMMITTEE BUDGET

From the amount provided to the Com-
mittee in the primary expense resolution
adopted by the House of Representatives in
the 114th Congress, the Chair shall designate
one-third of the budget, after adjustment for
the salaries of the shared administrative
functions for the Clerk, Printer and Finan-
cial Administrator, under the direction of
the Ranking Minority Member for the pur-
poses of minority staff, travel expenses of
minority staff and Members, and all other
minority office expenses.

RULE XIV. AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended or repealed, in the same man-
ner and method as prescribed for the adop-
tion of committee rules in clause 2 of House
Rule XI, but only if written notice of the
proposed change has been provided to each
such Member at least 3 days before the time
of the meeting at which the vote on the
change occurs. Any such change in the rules
of the Committee shall be published in the
Congressional Record within 30 calendar
days after their approval.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, February 2, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 2(a)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives and clause (b) of rule I of the
Rules of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, I submit the Rules of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure for the 114th Congress for publica-
tion in the Congressional Record. On Janu-
ary 27, 2015, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure met in open ses-
sion and adopted these Committee Rules by
voice vote with a quorum present.

Sincerely,
BILL SHUSTER,
Chairman.
RULE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Rules of the House
are the rules of the Committee and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, and a
motion to dispense with the first reading (in
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies
are available, are non-debatable privileged
motions in the Committee and its sub-
committees.

(2) SUBCOMMITTEES.—Each subcommittee is
part of the Committee, and is subject to the
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authority and direction of the Committee
and its rules so far as applicable.

(3) INCORPORATION OF HOUSE RULE ON COM-
MITTEE PROCEDURE.—Rule XI of the Rules of
the House, which pertains entirely to Com-
mittee procedure, is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable. Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the
Chairman of the Committee is authorized to
offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of
the Rules of the House whenever the Chair-
man considers it appropriate.

(b) PUBLICATION OF RULES.—Pursuant to
clause 2(a) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Committee’s rules shall be pub-
licly available in electronic form and pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later
than 30 days after the Chairman is elected in
each odd-numbered year.

(c) VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Chairman shall
appoint a vice chairman of the Committee
and of each subcommittee. If the Chairman
of the Committee or subcommittee is not
present at any meeting of the Committee or
subcommittee, as the case may be, the vice
chairman shall preside. If the vice chairman
is not present, the ranking member of the
majority party on the Committee or sub-
committee who is present shall preside at
that meeting.

RULE II. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL

MEETINGS

(a) REGULAR MEETINGS.—Regular meetings
of the Committee shall be held on the first
Wednesday of every month to transact its
business unless such day is a holiday, or the
House is in recess or is adjourned, in which
case the Chairman shall determine the reg-
ular meeting day of the Committee for that
month. A regular meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of
the Chairman, there is no need for the meet-
ing. This paragraph shall not apply to meet-
ings of any subcommittee.

(b) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—The Chairman
may call and convene, as he or she considers
necessary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or
resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purpose
pursuant to the call of the Chairman.

(c) SPECIAL MEETINGS.—If at least three
members of the Committee desire that a spe-
cial meeting of the Committee be called by
the Chairman, those members may file in the
offices of the Committee their written re-
quest to the Chairman for that special meet-
ing. Such request shall specify the measure
or matter to be considered. Immediately
upon the filing of the request, the clerk of
the Committee shall notify the Chairman of
the filing of the request. If, within 3 calendar
days after the filing of the request, the
Chairman does not call the requested special
meeting to be held within 7 calendar days
after the filing of the request, a majority of
the members of the Committee may file in
the offices of the Committee their written
notice that a special meeting of the Com-
mittee will be held, specifying the date and
hour thereof, and the measure or matter to
be considered at that special meeting. The
Committee shall meet on that date and hour.
Immediately upon the filing of the notice,
the clerk of the Committee shall notify all
members of the Committee that such meet-
ing will be held and inform them of its date
and hour and the measure or matter to be
considered; and only the measure or matter
specified in that notice may be considered at
that special meeting. Such notice shall also
be made publicly available in electronic form
and shall be deemed to satisfy paragraph
(D).

(d) NOTICE.—
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(1) MINIMUM NOTICE PERIOD.—Pursuant to
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject
matter of a Committee or subcommittee
meeting, which may not commence earlier
than the third day on which members have
notice thereof.

(2) CHANGES IN MEETING TIMES.—A meeting
may commence sooner than announced if the
Chairman, with concurrence of the ranking
minority member, determines there is good
cause to begin the meeting sooner or the
Committee or subcommittee so determines
by majority vote, a quorum being present for
the transaction of business. The Chairman
shall make a public announcement of the
meeting time change at the earliest possible
opportunity.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF DAILY DIGEST CLERK.—
The clerk of the Committee shall notify the
Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional
Record as soon as possible after a public an-
nouncement of a time change for a Com-
mittee or subcommittee meeting is made
under this paragraph.

(e) PROHIBITION ON SITTING DURING JOINT
SESSION.—The Committee may not sit during
a joint session of the House and Senate or
during a recess when a joint meeting of the
House and Senate is in progress.

RULE III. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY

(a) MINIMUM PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY OF
COMMITTEE MARKUP TEXT.—Pursuant to
clause 2(g)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make publicly
available, in electronic form, the text of any
legislation to be marked up at least 24 hours
prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, or at the time of
a meeting announcement under paragraph
(d)(2) of Committee Rule II if made within 24
hours before such meeting.

(b) OPEN MEETINGS.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(c) MEETINGS TO BEGIN PROMPTLY.—Each
meeting or hearing of the Committee shall
begin promptly at the time so stipulated in
the public announcement of the meeting or
hearing.

(d) ADDRESSING THE COMMITTEE.—Except as
provided under paragraph (e) of Committee
Rule VI, a Committee member may address
the Committee or a subcommittee on any
bill, motion, or other matter under consider-
ation—

(1) only when recognized by the Chairman
for that purpose; and

(2) only for 5 minutes, or for a period of
time designated by the Chairman with con-
currence of the ranking minority member,
until such time as each member of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee who so desires has
had an opportunity to address the Com-
mittee or subcommittee.

A member shall be limited in his or her re-
marks to the subject matter under consider-
ation. The Chairman shall enforce this para-
graph.

(e) PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS IN SUB-
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS.—AIL
members of the Committee who are not
members of a particular subcommittee may,
by unanimous consent of the members of
such subcommittee, participate in any sub-
committee meeting or hearing. However, a
member who is not a member of the sub-
committee may not vote on any matter be-
fore the subcommittee, be counted for pur-
poses of establishing a quorum, or raise
points of order.

(f) BROADCASTING.—Whenever a meeting for
the transaction of business, including the
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