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Guard-gained units, including conducting Staff
Assistance Visits to all 18 units.

In March 1995, he deployed with the 174th
Fighter Wing in support of a Joint NATO Exer-
cise conducted at Andoya Air Base, Norway.
In 1991, Colonel Lamendola was called to
Federal Active Duty in support of Operation
Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm. He
served for 180 days at home station per-
forming duties in a dual role as Staff Judge
Advocate and Public Affairs Officer.

Colonel Lamendola has served as Legal Ad-
visor, Recorder, and Respondent’s Counsel on
numerous occasions by Air National Guard
units from the states of Alaska, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Montana, New York and
Vermont. Colonel Lamendola has assisted in
the research and revision of the 1996 Com-
mander’s Legal Desk Book, and participated
as a member of a Process Action Team,
which drafted the Air National Guard Instruc-
tion dealing with Legal Assistance. He has
also served as an instructor for the November
2003 Contemporary Base Issues course
hosted by the New York Air National Guard.

Colonel Lamendola currently serves as the
senior uniformed Air National Guard Judge
Advocate in the New York Air National Guard
and is responsible for providing legal advice,
opinions, and assistance on a variety of sub-
jects to the Commander of the New York Air
National Guard, the Air Staff, other Judge Ad-
vocates assigned to New York Air National
Guard'’s five flying wings the Eastern Air De-
fense Sector, and commanders throughout the
New York Air National Guard.

During these times and throughout his ca-
reer, Colonel Lamendola has displayed honor-
able character and service to the United
States Air Force, the New York Air National
Guard, and our country. His military decora-
tions and unit awards include the Meritorious
Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters; the
Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak
leaf cluster; and the Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award with four oak leaf clusters. His mili-
tary campaign and service awards include the
National Defense Service Medal with one
bronze service star; the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal; the Air Force Longevity
Service Ribbon with six oak leaf clusters;
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with silver hour-
glass device and mobilization “M” device; and
Air Force Training Ribbon.

Colonel Lamendola also holds the following
New York State awards and decorations: the
New York State Long and Faithful Service
Award with one gold shield device; the New
York State Defense of Liberty Medal; the New
York State Conspicuous Service Cross; and
the New York State Exercise Support Ribbon.

Colonel Lamendola’s effective dates of pro-
motion are: First Lieutenant—23 September
1982; Captain—28 September 1984; Major—2
December 1989; Lieutenant Colonel—27 Jan-
uary 1994; and his current rank of Colonel—
1 June 2009.

In his civilian capacity, Colonel Lamendola
maintains a law practice in Syracuse, New
York and serves a client base in Northern and
Central New York. His practice concentrates in
the areas of business litigation, personal in-
jury, education and school law, family law,
military law and estate planning. Colonel
Lamendola serves as a committee member on
the Fourth Department Attorney Grievance
Committee, and he is also a delegate for the
Fifth Judicial District nominating committee.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Colonel Lamendola holds degrees from
Tulane Law School, New Orleans, Louisiana,
1983 (LL.M, Admiralty Law) University of
Wales, Cardiff, United Kingdom, 1982 (LL.B,
Cum Laude) State University of New York,
Plattsburg, NY, 1977 (B.A., Political Science)
Air War College, May 2005.

Colonel Lamendola also holds Bar Admis-
sions in the U.S. Supreme Court, 1987; the
U.S. Court of Appeals 2nd Circuit, 1996; the
U.S. Court of Appeals 5th Circuit, 1983; the
U.S. District Court Eastern District of Lou-
isiana, 1983; the U.S. District Court Northern
District of New York, 1991; the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces, 1984; the State
of New York, 1990; and the State of Lou-
isiana, 1983.

Without question Mr. Speaker, Colonel
Lamendola is a very special person. He will-
ingly served his nation, exuding loyalty and
pride. For his unrelenting service, Colonel
Lamendola can retire knowing he has earned
such a status. | would like to wish him well in
his retirement years, as he will now be able to
spend more free time with his wife Heather
and his daughter Amelia Jude. Colonel
Lamendola, thank you for all of your years of
hard work, dedication, and service to our
country.

—————

RECOGNIZING MR. JOSEPH
ZIMMERMAN

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Joseph Zimmerman of Bucks
County for his service and dedication to
Scouting, the Boy Scouts of America, Wash-
ington Crossing Council, and Cub Scout Pack
30. An Eagle Scout, Mr. Zimmerman has been
involved in Scouting for 75 years and recently
was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation and
the title of Cub Master Emeritus for his work
on behalf of the youngest Scouts. Since 2006,
he served as Chartering Organization Execu-
tive to Cub Scout, Pack 30, providing the ben-
efit of his experience and leadership. | join his
friends and associates in thanking him for his
many community contributions and his service
to our country during the Korean War. With his
spirit of volunteerism and the countless hours
as a role model for Scouts and Scout Masters,
Joseph Zimmerman has set an example for
others to follow.

HONORING VANESSA TAQUINTA
HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today on the conclusion of Na-
tional School Counseling Week to honor a de-
serving school counselor in my district.
Vanessa laquinta joined Norwalk High School
in 1998, and is the heart and soul of the
school's counseling team. She has made a
tremendous impact on the lives of Norwalk
students because she believes that every one
of them should be given the tools necessary
to succeed in both college and life.
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Ms. laquinta works with parents to make
sure they feel included and informed about
their child’s education. Vanessa and her team
have developed a personalized and com-
prehensive approach that meets the aca-
demic, social-emotional, and post-secondary
needs of each and every Norwalk High School
student. She goes above and beyond, even
using social media to stay connected with
graduates, reminding them of application
deadlines for student aid and scholarships.

Vanessa is also the counselor for AVID, a
program that helps students who have shown
the potential to succeed but need a little extra
help. She meets with students, and coordi-
nates with teachers to make sure their indi-
vidual needs are being met.

This year, Vanessa agreed to be the coun-
selor for the newly established Project Lead
the Way which exposes students to the field of
biomedicine. In the few short months since
Vanessa has undertaken this role, the pro-
gram has expanded, interest has increased,
and students are thriving.

Norwalk High School is a special place be-
cause of dedicated professionals like
Vanessa. In honor of National School Coun-
selors Week, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking all the school counselors who are
making a positive impact in the lives of our
students.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
50 | was unable to make votes due to the

weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania. Had |
been present, | would have voted yea.

REINTRODUCING THE LENA HORNE
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2015

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
reintroduce the Lena Horne Recognition Act of
2015, which would award the Congressional
Gold Medal to the late, renowned singer, ac-
tress, and Civil Rights icon, Ms. Lena Mary
Calhoun Horne.

As an African American woman born in the
1917, Ms. Horne, who passed away in 2010,
was truly a woman of firsts, having pioneered
the way for many men and women of color
through her work in Jazz, film, and the Civil
Rights movement. She began her career in
the chorus line at Harlem’s famed Cotton Club
before moving on to record dozens of musical
tracks and playing roles in movies and musi-
cals.

As a young woman, Lena drew much fame
from her beauty and talent, yet found many
roadblocks in her personal success due to the
hyper-racialized nature of show business at
the time. However, this adversity would not
limit her, and presented a platform for her in-
creasing support of and action in the Civil
Rights movement.
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