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Dan has also opened his doors to Safe Alter-
native for Everyone and their highly successful
Denim and Diamonds fundraiser, bringing in
hundreds of thousands of dollars to benefit
victims of domestic abuse. Additionally, the
gates of the Atwood Estate Winery, another
Atwood venture, are often opened on multiple
occasions during the year to host fundraisers
benefiting the community. As a firm believer in
the future of tomorrow, Dan has worked to
never miss a chance to participate in events
that benefit the youth of the community. From
sponsoring events to providing full-ride college
scholarships, to serving as a mentor at the
Boys & Girls Club, Dan has invested himself
in the future generations of community lead-
ers.

In light of all Dan Atwood has done for the
community of Temecula, the Temecula Valley
Chamber of Commerce announced Dan to be
their Lifetime Achievement Award recipient.
Dan’s tireless passion for community service
has contributed immensely to the betterment
of Temecula, California. He has been the
heart and soul of many community organiza-
tions and events and | am proud to call him
a fellow community member, American and
friend. | know that many local citizens are
grateful for his service and salute him as he
receives this prestigious award.

——

A TRIBUTE TO SYDNEY GIBSON
KING

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
as the nation celebrates Black History Month,
| rise to celebrate a Philadelphia treasure,
Mrs. Sydney G. King. Because of her love and
dedication to dance and her desire to train
Black ballerinas, Mrs. King opened the Sydney
School of Dance in the 1940s for aspiring Afri-
can American dancers who were not allowed
to attend white dance studios in post war seg-
regated Philadelphia.

Born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1919, King
came to Philadelphia with her family when she
was just two years old and at an early age
began studying ballet under the tutelage of
dance pioneer Essie Marie Dorsey.

For more than six decades the Sydney
School of Dance trained hundreds of Black
children and many went on to receive national
and international recognition in the dance
world.

Those students include dance professionals
such as: Joan Meyers Brown, the founder and
director of the much acclaimed Philadanco;
Billy Wilson, famed director/choreographer and
soloist with the National Ballet of Holland;
Broadway performer Betsy Ann Dickerson;
singer/actress Lola Falana; Carol Johnson, a
former principal dancer with the Eleo Pomare
Dance Company and founder of an aboriginal
dance company in Australia; and Arthur Hall,
founder of the Afro American Dance Ensem-
ble.

These dance greats in no way diminish the
accomplishments of hundreds of her other stu-
dents who did not choose careers in dance
but because of the empowering and esteem
building training at the Sydney School of
Dance they are today proud and successful
professionals in a variety of fields.
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Mrs. King, the mother of three children, is a
widow and now at the age of 95 sums her
life’s dedication to dance by saying simply she
wanted to, “train and create Black ballerinas.”

———

WELCOME HOME COLONEL SAM
JOHNSON

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, flying in his
F—-4 Phantom over North Viethamese was Air
Force pilot Colonel SAM JOHNSON. On his sec-
ond tour of duty in Vietnam, Colonel JOHNSON
was flying with the fighter squadron called Sa-
tan’s Angels, when his plane was shot down
by ground fire. It was April, 16, 1966 and
Colonel JOHNSON became a POW.

Colonel JOHNSON was a career pilot who
had already flown 62 combat missions during
the Korean War and was on his 25th in Viet-
nam in his F—4. On that fateful day in April, a
foreign land claimed him captive. He was in
the Vietnam prisoner of war camp for 7 years,
but Colonel JOHNSON never wavered.

He was put through serious torment for
those 7 years; one can’t even imagine the hell
he lived.

Because of the way he would not give in to
torture and interrogation, the enemy moved
him to the famous Hanoi Hilton, or “Alcatraz,”
as it was appropriately coined. It was as bad
a POW camp that ever existed. Alcatraz was
where they put the most obstinate men. The
POWs, calling themselves the “Alcatraz
gang,” were so hard-nosed they had to be
segregated. The North Vietnamese even had
a name for Colonel SAM JOHNSON, “Die Hard.”

For 7 years, Colonel JOHNSON was beaten
and tortured, but they got no information out
him. He was a pillar of patriotism and strength.
He never broke. All of his patriotic stubborn-
ness landed him in solitary confinement,
where he remained for 4 years. He was sub-
jected to a cell that was 3- by 9-feet. During
those 4 years, all that was in the cell was a
light bulb above his head that the enemy kept
on for 24 hours a day. During the nighttime,
they put him in leg irons, and during those 4
years, he never saw or talked to another
American. It was brutal, it was harsh, it was
cruel, it was mean.

While he was in the POW camp, he and
other POWs communicated with each other
using a code by tapping on the wall. It was
then, that Colonel JOHNSON memorized the
names of the other POWs in captivity. He kept
this memory close so that when he escaped
or was released, he would be able to tell their
loved ones who they were and where they
were.

The enemy laughed at Colonel JOHNSON.
They made fun him. And his response “Is that
the best you can do?” He entered the prisoner
of war camp a strong and sturdy 200 pounds.
On a diet of weeds, pig fat and rice, he lost
80 pounds, but never let it get to him.

After 7 years of confinement, captivity and
nightmare, he was released, 42 years ago, on
February 12, 1973. Today we proudly cele-
brate his “returnniversary.”

After his release, Colonel JOHNSON contin-
ued to serve in the United States Air Force,
serving for a total of 29 years. After he left the
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Air Force, he served in the Texas State
House. He had his own business and in 1991,
he came to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, where he still serves and rep-
resents the folks from the great state of
Texas.

He is tenacious, unyielding and more than
anything he is patriotic. He was willing to risk
his own life in a foreign land for people just
like you and me. Not only is the Texas Dele-
gation lucky to have such a man serving
alongside them, but so is the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Just simply saying thank you could never
suffice. | am honored to know such a man and
call him my friend.

To Colonel SAM JOHNSON and all who
served in Vietham: welcome home, welcome
home, welcome home.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING GARY MICHAEL
BRUNER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Gary Michael
Bruner. Gary is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Gary has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Gary has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Gary
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Gary Michael Bruner for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

RECOGNIZING NAACP’S 106TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
celebrate Founder's Day (February 12) and
recognize the 106th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), the largest and the old-
est, the baddest and the boldest, and the only
premier civil rights organization in the world
dedicated to fighting for the social justice and
equality of Blacks in America, and for people
of color everywhere. Over the years, the
NAACP has played pivotal roles in efforts
ranging from universal suffrage to wrongful
death investigations. Their continued contribu-
tions to the pursuit of equality are a testament
to the organization’s leadership and its hard-
working members.

| commend the New York State Conference
and our leader, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, and the
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Mid-Manhattan branch of the NAACP for its
unwavering commitment to our community.
This branch provides vital mentoring and
youth development programs and actively en-
courages activism in our community. Dedi-
cating themselves to the five game chang-
ers—civic engagement, education, health,
economic development and sustainability, and
public safety and criminal justice, the Mid-
Manhattan Branch continues to forge new vic-
tories ahead. | am proud of their many accom-
plishments and steadfast defense of the rights
of all the people of New York City, because
they are “All in for Justice and Equality!”

During Black History Month, it is essential
that we recognize the significant contributions
the NAACP has made to the Civil Rights
movement. Recently, | cosponsored legislation
honoring and praising the NAACP on the oc-
casion of its 106th anniversary. America is
stronger and more diverse today because of
the NAACP’s commitment to fighting for the
rights of Black Americans.

TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS MAGNON
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the remarkable Doug-
las Magnon who passed away on Wednesday,
February 4, 2015 in California. Doug was a
pillar of the community in Riverside, California
and he will be deeply missed.

Doug was a man of many passions, most
notably was for motor racing. Sparked early
on in his childhood through accompanying his
father, Raymond, to races at the Riverside
International Raceway, Doug was inspired to
launch the Riverside International Automotive
Museum. By means of his active leadership
and profound knowledge of automobiles, the
museum quickly received resounding support
from the greater racing community that still
continues today. The Riverside International
Automotive Museum is one of the most highly
regarding racing collections in Northern Amer-
ica with its extensive collection of unmatched
artifacts and materials from throughout racing
history. However, Doug did not stop there. In
2013, with the support and partnership of
friend Paul Kinsella, the two opened up New-
port ltalian, a motorcycle dealership special-
izing in Vespa, Moto Guzzi and Aprilla.

When not hitting high speeds, Doug could
often be found honing his culinary skills and
sharing his ltalian recipes with the community.
In 2012, Doug and his sister opened the fam-
ily restaurant Magnone Trattoria & Market, for
which Doug not only created the menus, but
also served as executive chef.

As an avid supporter of the Riverside com-
munity, Doug also freely gave his time and tal-
ents to many local organizations such as the
Riverside County Philharmonic and the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. In addition to
serving as a mentor to young and aspiring in-
dividuals, Doug would often inspire anyone he
crossed paths through his generous heart and
unabashed enthusiasm for life.

Doug was the loving husband to Evonne,
son to Raymond and Elaine, brother to
Deanna, Cheryl, Patti and Ryan, and devoted
uncle to many nieces and nephews. On Sun-
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day, February 15, 2015, a memorial service
celebrating Doug’s extraordinary life will be
held. Doug will always be remembered for his
incredible contributions to business, his work
ethic, generosity, and love of family. The way
in which Doug lived his life should serve as re-
minder to others that the power of an indi-
vidual with drive, perseverance and a strong
work-ethic can do great things. His dedication
to his work, family and community are a testa-
ment to a life lived well and a legacy that will
continue. | extend my condolences to Doug’s
family and friends; although Doug may be
gone, the light and goodness he brought to
the world remains and will never be forgotten.
—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES L.
EDWARDS FOR HIS 25 YEARS OF
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS
PRESIDENT OF ANDERSON UNI-
VERSITY

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. James L. Edwards on
the occasion of his retirement. For 25 years
Dr. Edwards has served as President of An-
derson University. He is the longest serving
president of a university in Indiana’s history
and has contributed so much to the commu-
nity. The people of the Fifth Congressional
District of Indiana are forever grateful for Dr.
Edwards’ contributions and commitment to An-
derson University and the Hoosier community.

In 1990, Dr. Edwards became the fourth
President of Anderson University since its es-
tablishment in 1917. He took office July 1,
1990, however his relationship with the school
goes back decades before that. Dr. Edwards
is a graduate of Anderson University, receiving
his bachelor's degree from the school and
later his master's degree from the Anderson
University School of Theology. Prior to his ten-
ure as President he held two positions with
Anderson University, first as Director of Stu-
dent Recruitment (1966—1970) and later as Di-
rector of Church and Alumni Relations (1972—
1975).

Growing up as the son of a minister in Ohio,
Dr. Edwards has a long history with the
church. His expertise and contributions to the
church are not limited to his time with Ander-
son University. After completing his under-
graduate and graduate degrees from Ander-
son University, he went on to receive his Doc-
tor of Philosophy in Educational Policy and
Leadership at the Ohio State University. As an
ordained minister he has more than 30 years
of experience, most notably as Senior Pastor
of the Meadow Park Church in Columbus,
Ohio as well as other churches throughout In-
diana and Michigan. He also served at the na-
tional level as President and CEO of Warner
Press, a publishing house for the Church of
God, where he directed the work of the largest
religious publisher in Indiana.

During his tenure as President he presided
over the Anderson School of Theology, a
graduate program for the training of ministers,
the same program from which he received his
master's degree. He recognized the impor-
tance of resource development and led cam-
paigns that raised more than $205 million for
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the school, which included the construction of
several campus buildings. Dr. Edwards was
not just involved locally, but also at state and
national levels. At the state level, he served as
chair of the board for Independent Colleges of
Indiana and was a member of the Steering
Committee of the Indiana Leadership Prayer
Breakfast. He served at the national level on
the Board of Directors of the Council for Chris-
tian Colleges and Universities as well as direc-
tor of the board of the National Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities.

Dr. Edwards’ leadership was most evident
at home. He showed extensive commitment to
community at the local level in Anderson, Indi-
ana. He has served on the board of directors
for many groups, including the Madison Coun-
ty Community Foundation, the Corporation for
Economic Development of Madison County,
First Merchants Bank of Central Indiana, St.
Vincent Anderson Regional Hospital, Citizens
Banking Company, and the United Way. Addi-
tionally, he served on the Ministries Council of
the Church of God and is a member of the
Rotary Club of Anderson, where he was hon-
ored with the 2003 Community Image Award.

On behalf of the grateful constituents of In-
diana’s Fifth Congressional District, | congratu-
late Dr. Edwards on the occasion of his retire-
ment. We congratulate him on his remarkable
career and extend a huge thank you for all of
the wonderful contributions he has made to
the Hoosier community, to our state, and our
nation. | wish the very best to Dr. Edwards,
his wife, Deanna, his three children, and his
six grandchildren as he enjoys a well-de-
served retirement.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
Roll Call #69, on the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass H.R. 719, | am not recorded
because | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call #70, on the Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 720, | am not re-
corded because | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted Aye.

—

TRIBUTE TO MARTIN J.
ZANINOVICH

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of a great American, a self-
made man, a son of immigrants and founder
of an agricultural colossus—Martin  J.
Zaninovich, who passed away on December
9, 2014 in Santa Barbara at the age of 91.

Martin’s father John left Croatia on the eve
of the First World War as the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire teetered toward dissolution. In
California, John married Mary, another Yugo-
slavian émigré, and found in the San Joaquin
Valley the familiar arid climate and rich soils of
his Dalmatian homeland. On a small farm out-
side Porterville the Zaninovichs raised grapes
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