February 12, 2015

workshop included the late Ruby Dee, poet
Mari Evans, scholar Larry Neal, and playwright
Ntozake Shange.

Mr. Speaker, Garland Lee Thompson, Sr.
was also a founding member of the Harlem
Arts Alliance, Incorporated and served on the
Board of Directors. It should also be noted
that while Garland did not land many large
roles, his greatest impact may have been be-
hind the scenes, where he worked to pass on
his gifts to other budding playwrights. Gar-
land’s genius and generosity will be greatly
missed by all of us. The theater community
has lost a colleague, friend, and dedicated
actor and producer. | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the theatrical
life and legacy of Mr. Garland Lee Thompson,
Sr.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate  Austin  Parkway Elementary
School for celebrating its 25th anniversary on
Tuesday, January 27th. The faculty, inter-
scholastic programs, and volunteer network of
Austin Parkway Elementary are vital to pro-
viding a quality education for the students.

As Austin Parkway Elementary celebrates
25 years of excellence, the community joined
faculty and students in recognizing past prin-
cipals. Their contributions have helped cul-
tivate generations of leaders and their honor-
able service laid the groundwork for the strong
educational foundation this school represents.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Austin Parkway Elemen-
tary School on celebrating 25 years of quality
education for the community. We look forward
to its continued success.

———
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor our 16th President Abraham Lin-
coln and his first and most enduring monu-
ment, the United States penny. Just three
years after adoption of the U.S. Constitution,
Congress passed The Coinage Act in 1792
and established the U.S. Mint. In 1793, the
first federal building constructed in the then-
capital city of Philadelphia, minted the first cir-
culating coins, 11,178 copper cents. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to point out that the Mint
was and remains in my own district and that
it continues to produce high quality products
for the American people. And true to its Phila-
delphia roots, the first pennies were designed
by one of our town’s most famous sons, Ben-
jamin Franklin.

In 1909, after several design and composi-
tion changes, the penny’s design was
changed to honor President Lincoln, the first
real person to appear on an American coin.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The Lincoln penny is the longest used design
of any American coin, and its release was
timed to honor his 100th birthday.

The Lincoln penny was the first U.S. coin to
carry the motto “In God We Trust,” and it pre-
ceded by five years the construction of the
Lincoln Memorial. For generations of Ameri-
cans, the penny has served as a memorial to
the first President assassinated in office, as
well as a reminder of the brutal Civil War that
threatened to end the American experiment,
and the liberation of the enslaved African.

Mr. Speaker, the penny is the most common
and most highly circulated coin in the United
States. 62 percent of the 11.2 billion new
coins put into circulation by the U.S. Mint in
fiscal year 2013 were pennies. The Mint has
shipped 90 billion new pennies since 2000.
We can clearly see that demand for the penny
remains high and we need to keep minting it.

| am proud that my own City of Philadelphia
was the first and longest running producer of
the penny. As we celebrate President Lin-
coln’s 206th birthday, | am pleased to honor
him, and the coin that commemorates his
place in our history.

————————
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Coach Jay Osborne,
head coach of the Nixa High School's men’s
basketball program, on his 500th career win.

Coach Osborne reached this impressive feat
of 500 wins in his 23rd season at Nixa High
School, a public school located in Nixa, Mis-
souri, right outside of Springfield. With this
win, Coach Osborne is now one of only 54
Missouri basketball coaches to reach 500
wins.

Through his tenure as head coach, Coach
Osborne’s teams have reached one state
championship title in 1999, eight district cham-
pionships, and won seven Blue and Gold
Tournaments. On top of this impressive
record, Coach Osborne has led his teams into
three state final four appearances.

Coach Osborne’s exemplary devotion to
coaching is a testament of his hard work and
dedication to the Nixa High School students,
both on and off the court. The Nixa community
is justifiably proud of Coach Osborne and the
Nixa basketball program. | urge my colleagues
to join me in congratulating him on his well-de-
served victories.

———
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Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a lawmaker who understood the
deep values held by the great people living in
the North County, represented them with in-
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tegrity, and had the heart of a true public serv-
ant. Congressman Bob McEwen passed away
in 1995, but it is appropriate to reflect back on
a life of service as it has been two decades
since his passing.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to read a brief pro-
file of him written by a friend of mine, Cary
Brick. Cary was Congressman McEwen’s
Chief of Staff and remained close to him after
his retirement in 1981. Cary’s tribute appears
in the January 2015 issue of Thousand Is-
lands Life Magazine.

“When Rep. Elise Stefanik raised her right
hand in Washington this month, to be sworn in
as the North Country’s Representative in
Washington, she garnered a lot of national
media attention as the youngest woman ever
elected to Congress.

Exactly a half century earlier, twenty years
before she was born, a 45-year-old veteran
New York State Republican legislator from
Ogdensburg, took the same oath. One of his
Congressional friends from the Great Lakes
once referred to him as “The St. Lawrence
Congressman.”

Robert Cameron McEwen, with strong fam-
ily roots in New York’s St. Lawrence County,
went on to represent the Congressional dis-
trict, bordered by the Thousand Islands and
Lake Ontario on the West and Lake Cham-
plain on the East, from 1965 until his retire-
ment, in 1981.

Living on the U.S. shore of the St. Lawrence
River, he said “almost near enough to see the
color of the eyes of the passing captains and
pilots,” he was the first North Country Con-
gressman with such a strong personal tie to
the St. Lawrence and the Thousand Islands.

The United States Customs House in
Ogdensburg, the oldest continually occupied
Federal building in America, bears his name
as a tribute to his public service.

| had the privilege of serving on his Con-
gressional staff from 1969 until his retirement
in January of 1981—first as his Press Sec-
retary, later as his Special Assistant and finally
as his Executive Assistant.

He never missed an opportunity to promote
the island region. In fact, one of his Congres-
sional colleagues once told me “When | saw
Bob McEwen | knew | was going to hear a
pep talk about either the (Thousand Islands)
or the Seaway.”

Best Friends Forever:

“Bob” McEwen’s Congress was unlike to-
day’s; its members debated the issues of the
day with gusto, but at sundown they were
friends sharing collegiality, respect and friend-
ship. Two immediate lighthearted instances
come to mind.

The first was his hosting of his fellow House
member, Rep. Geraldine Ferraro, a downstate
Democrat (who later was the Vice Presidential
candidate on the 1984 Mondale/Ferraro ticket)
through what seemed like ocean seas on a
small Coast Guard vessel, from Wellesley ls-
land to Morristown. It was a cold, Fall day. All
of us onboard were green at the gills and
holding our stomachs when we finally docked.
The object was to demonstrate to the influen-
tial Democrat, the dangers of winter navigation
on the river, a red-hot issue at the time. It
worked: she joined him in opposition to the
idea. On the flight back to Washington she
said “OK, Bob, you’ve made your point!”

The two were political opposites in both
party and political philosophy, but they were
friends forever.
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