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The second was his hosting of a senior
Southern State Democrat, whose support he
needed for legislation, to benefit the eventual
expansion of Fort Drum. After the tour of the
installation near Watertown, the influential col-
league and his wife settled in for a McEwen-
arranged weekend at a cottage in the shadow
of the Thousand Islands Bridge.

Over the course of their stay, the guests
were treated to a private boat tour of the is-
lands, a traditional shore dinner, a visit to Fort
Henry at Kingston and several informal “stop-
by” visits from local movers and shakers, from
both political parties. If that wasn’t enough,
knowing of his interest in antique firearms, a
visit to Ozzie Steele’s gun shop in Clayton re-
sulted in the visitor's strong interest in an an-
tique handgun on display. They couldn’t agree
on a price, however, much to the dismay of
Bob McEwen.

That sale eventually took place when unbe-
knownst to the “good ‘ol boy’” from the South,
Bob (quietly) paid Ozzie the difference. Every-
body was a winner in that transaction, espe-
cially the North Country, when the Southerner
became a strong backer of Fort Drum expan-
sion.

That weekend resulted in another “forever”
friendship.

A McEwen Fish Story:

He proudly wore a belt buckle depicting a
St. Lawrence Muskie.

He caught his first Muskie on an Election
Day in the 70s; he displayed it in his Wash-
ington office. | jokingly named it after his un-
successful Congressional challenger of the
day. He proudly invited his friends to see it
and welcomed the opportunity to describe its
fight to stay in the river. It now hangs in my
home as a remembrance of his sense of
humor and his competitive nature—two req-
uisites for success in Congress.

At a White House reception some time later,
President Richard Nixon commented on the
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buckle and told stories of his own fishing trips
to the St. Lawrence, in the months following
his 1960 defeat by JFK.

That led to six frozen McEwen Muskie
steaks being shipped by air, from St. Law-
rence County to the Congressional office, for
promised delivery to the President.

My delivery of the wrapped-in-dry-ice steaks
to the White House, at the Congressman’s be-
hest, certainly caught the attention of the Se-
cret Service, but that's a story for another
time.

A Working Retirement:

Bob McEwen returned to his native North
Country upon his retirement, in January, 1981.
That retirement didn’t last too long. President
Reagan called him back to work by naming
him as Chair of the U.S. section of the Inter-
national Joint Commission, a State Depart-
ment entity dealing with American-Canadian
border issues. No stranger to those matters,
he had been an active member of the U.S./
Canada Inter-Parliamentary Group, a low-key
association of American Congressmen and
Canadian Parliamentarians, who met regularly
to discuss issues of mutual concern. He had
also been a founder of the Great Lakes Con-
ference of Congressmen, which met in the
Capitol to share input on maritime, trade, envi-
ronmental and other matters affecting the
Lakes regions.

Back Home:

Bob McEwen died in 1995. In delivering his
eulogy in Ogdensburg, | said: “Bob knew that
when the time came for his final roll call vote,
as a veteran and member of the House of
Representatives, he could be interred beside
some of our nation’s greatest heroes, states-
men (and) Supreme Court Justices . . . in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. . . . He knew he
was entitled to an interment with pomp and
circumstance. But Bob was a man of the
North Country. He wanted it simple. He want-
ed it here.”

February 12, 2015

The “St. Lawrence Congressman” is buried
in Ogdensburg—not too far from the shore of
the river he called home.”

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few minutes to share the memory of Con-
gressman Bob McEwen. | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

HONORING TALAN LANG

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Talan Lang. Talan
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Talan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Talan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Talan
has become a member of the Order of the
Arrow and the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, while also
serving his troop as Patrol Leader. Talan has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Talan picked up more
than 100 bags of trash from the intersection of
Interstate 70 and Adams Dairy Parkway in
Blue Springs, Missouri. Talan also planted na-
tive grasses to beautify the intersection.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Talan Lang for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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