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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of the Presi-
dent’s decision to defer the deportation
of some of the 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants who are in this
country.

This is a decision that every Presi-
dent has made, to one degree or an-
other. We do not have the resources to
deport everybody, so he makes a deci-
sion about which ones should go and
shouldn’t. There is nothing illegal
about that, and the House should not
be holding up the Department of Home-
land Security Appropriations bill be-
cause of that policy issue.

First of all, it is a policy issue best
addressed by a policy committee, not
by holding hostage an appropriations
bill. There is an authorizing process to
go through to have that fight. Sec-
ondly, and more importantly, the
President’s decision was the right one.
There are millions upon millions of un-
documented immigrants in this coun-
try who are valuable members of our
community. They are wives and hus-
bands. They are fathers. They are
working productively and paying taxes.
Tearing apart families and commu-
nities is not something that is going to
help this country.

I think the President made the right
decision. We should support it. And we
certainly shouldn’t be shutting down
the Department of Homeland Security
in a misguided attempt to go after that
policy.

———

ENHANCE MILITARY SUPPORT FOR
THE KURDS

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
the international campaign to defeat
ISIL, depends in great part on the
strength and effectiveness of trusted
partners in the Middle East—trusted
partners such as the Kurds.

The Kurdish Peshmerga is a mod-
erate and capable force. They are show-
ing determined courage in fighting
ISIL, and they are winning a number of
strategic victories. The Kurds are also
defending the values of tolerance and
pluralism, sheltering hundreds of thou-
sands of Christians, Yazidis, and inno-
cent Muslim people who have fled
ISIL’s onslaught. They deserve robust
support.

Driven by a twisted form of Islam,
ISIL’s militants are eighth century
barbarians using 21st century weap-
onry. The recent videotaped immola-
tion of a caged Jordanian pilot is a hor-
rific reminder of their brutality. They
are now responsible for the deaths of
four American hostages, including
Kayla Mueller, a 26-year-old humani-
tarian worker who was captured while
assisting refugees in Syria.

Confronted by such acts, the United
States, Sunni Arab nations, and key al-
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lies, including Germany, France, and
Britain, should enhance military sup-
port for the Kurds.

———
HONORING THE LIFE OF AL LEWIS

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor today to honor the life of
Al Lewis, a selfless and larger-than-life
community leader who truly embodied
the aloha spirit of my home State of
Hawaii. He was a husband, father,
friend, organizer, mentor, and so much
more to so many. If you Kknew
Waimanalo, his hometown, you also
knew ‘‘Uncle Al.”

He found his passion helping those in
need and led through servant leader-
ship, never too busy or too preoccupied
with himself to take action to better
the lives of those around him. He
helped our children—keiki—succeed by
working with youth groups like the
Waimanalo Teen Project.

In founding the Friends of
Waimanalo, he helped create a literary
program, purchased uniforms for
schoolchildren, and donated to Kailua
High School. Every single year he
brought the community together from
all parts at the Waimanalo Community
Carnival.

A respected and loyal community ad-
vocate, Al Lewis, better known as
Uncle Al, will be remembered and
missed by his friends, family, and Ha-
waii.

——
PASS THE HOMELAND SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today,
once again, we find ourselves on the
verge of a shutdown—because Congress
can’t do its job and pass funding for the
Department of Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, over a year ago, the
Senate passed a bipartisan comprehen-
sive immigration reform plan—a com-
monsense plan—that the House failed
to pass. The House has failed to pass
anything to address immigration re-
form, forcing the President to act.

And now, Congress is playing poli-
tics, trying to roll back the President’s
reforms and threatening to force the
American people to pay the price for
Congress’ inability to agree on funding
to protect our homeland.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot risk Amer-
ican jobs, lives, and the national secu-
rity of the United States. We need to
pass the Homeland Security Appropria-
tions bill. We face many threats around
the world. We cannot play games here.

To my colleagues I ask you: Is it
more important to score political
points, or is it more important to safe-
guard our national security?

Mr. Speaker, I am urging you today
to bring a clean appropriations bill to
the floor so we can fully fund the De-
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partment of Homeland Security. I urge
my colleagues to join this effort.

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE
CAUCUS: INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
behalf of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, which is having our Special
Order hour today to talk about the Na-
tion’s need for infrastructure—the fact
that we need to keep serious invest-
ments in infrastructure not only to
keep our roads and bridges and other
important parts of our country to-
gether but also to help the good, fam-
ily-supporting jobs that come along
with these important investments in
our infrastructure.

I serve on the Budget Committee,
and we were talking one day with Dr.
Elmendorf from the Congressional
Budget Office, our nonpartisan agency
that we deal with to talk about budg-
etary matters.

Specifically, I asked the question of
Dr. Elmendorf about the Recovery Act
that we passed in this country a num-
ber of years ago. Dr. Elmendorf said
that, thanks to that Recovery Act,
over 3 million jobs were saved or cre-
ated because of the investment we put
into our Nation’s infrastructure.

In my State of Wisconsin, I was at
the State legislature at the time and I
chaired our budget committee. We had
a report from the road building indus-
try and the vertical construction in-
dustry that said 54,000 jobs just in Wis-
consin were saved or created because of
the Recovery Act.

As much as that helped provide a
boost to the economy and help fill our
infrastructure needs, we still have so
many more to take care of. We have
been given a grade of D-plus by the
very engineering society that grades
our Nation’s infrastructure. We have
been told that we have 100,000 bridges
in this country, or 16 percent, old
enough that they can qualify for Medi-
care.
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As we know from recent disasters
that we have seen in different parts of
the country where bridges have fallen
and people have literally been Kkilled,
we need to reinvest in that infrastruc-
ture so that we have a country that op-
erates, that businesses can function.

Also, we need to help create those
jobs now for people who are still out of
work. As the economy is coming back,
we know that wages have been stag-
nant, and these are good, strong, fam-
ily-supporting jobs that can provide it.

The Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus will soon be putting out our
version of the budget, just as we will
among the Democrats and the Repub-
licans, but we will put out our version
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