February 12, 2015

partner on this issue of criminal jus-
tice reform, working with many of us
as we commit to America—not just Af-
rican Americans—that we will answer
the question dealing with justice,
equality, and liberty.

I pay tribute, finally, Mr. GREEN, to
the leader of ACT-SO, who lost her life,
in the local chapter of the NAACP. I
want to honor her and thank her for
the years that I knew her and her serv-
ice to young people in the ACT-SO pro-
gram in Houston, Texas. To her family,
I want to thank her so much for the
work that she did and the lives that
she touched.

That is the NAACP. Tonight, I say,
“I am the NAACP.” Congratulations
for 106 years.

Thank you, Mr. GREEN, for yielding.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you
very much. I applaud you for your very
kind words about the NAACP, and I
also compliment you for giving us ad-
ditional examples of the NAACP being
on the right side of right—the right
side of right.

With the history that it has for being
on the right side of right, one can
imagine 100 years from now, when
someone looks through the vista of
time back upon this time, when the
NAACP is the champion right now for
voting rights, who will be on the right
side of right when we look back?

I think that is important for us to
consider because we never want to be
on the wrong side of history, but we are
in a situation right now where it will
take some courage for some people to
be on the right side of right as we tack-
le this question of voting rights, voting
rights that have been diminished by
the evisceration of section 4 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, which emasculated sec-
tion 5 of the Voting Rights Act, which
means that there is no coverage. We
have to now find a way to reinstate
section 4 of the Voting Rights Act.

Who will be on the right side of
right? Who will be with the NAACP?
When we look back 100 years from now
and we examine these circumstances
and we understand that it was not easy
to be on the right side of right, who
will be there so that we can accom-
plish, again, what the NAACP has
fought for for many decades in this
country?

I thank you, again, Madam Speaker.
I thank the leadership for this oppor-
tunity. Our time has expired, but our
energies are still with us, and we will
continue to be a part of this great au-
gust organization known as the
NAACP, as it continues to be on the
right side of right.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE
MEN OF THE VIETNAM WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DENHAM) for 30 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Forty years ago today, the first
flight carrying U.S. prisoners of war
out of North Vietnam lifted off from
Hanoi to take the first 40 U.S. service-
men to freedom.

These men, some of whom had been
held for 8 years in a brutal captivity,
were just a small cohort of more than
683 Americans known to have been held
in North Vietnamese prisons and the
first of 591 POWs returned to American
soil after the Paris Peace Accords
through Operation Homecoming.

[0 1845

Sadly, 92 Americans died in cap-
tivity, and to this day, more than 1,000
Americans who served in Indochina
during the Vietnam war era are still
unaccounted for.

Today, we are here to honor both the
men who survived and those who never
returned. Their extraordinary courage,
endurance, and sacrifice should be an
example for everyone in this Chamber
and across the country.

I would, in particular, like to recall
the service of my good friend Senator
JOHN MCcCAIN and of our colleague here
in the House, SAM JOHNSON, who spent
nearly 7 years as a prisoner of war—
many of them locked in solitary con-
finement.

The treatment that Congressman
SAM JOHNSON and Senator MCCAIN
faced inside the prisons was designed to
break those held. To force them to give
military information or to serve as
propaganda tools for the North Viet-
namese regime, physical and emotional
torture were used to compel coopera-
tion. The denial of food and sleep depri-
vation were regular, beatings with bars
and whips were common, and the bind-
ing of POWs with ropes and then dis-
locating their arms and legs was a fa-
vorite tactic.

The names of the places that they
were held have entered the lexicon—
the Hanoi Hilton, the Alcatraz, and the
Dogpatch—all names that conjure up
images of cramped cells, isolation,
filth, and savage pain.

Madam Speaker, it is worth remem-
bering that the North Vietnamese, in
order to justify their treatment of the
American captives, declared all of their
prisoners to be war criminals and de-
nied them all protections of the Geneva
Convention.

What is most remarkable is these
men never broke. They kept faith with
their country and with each other de-
spite the extraordinary costs to them-
selves.

When asked what kept them going,
many responded their faith in God and
their fellow prisoners. Commander
Paul Galanti stated:

What held me together was faith—four of
’em: faith in God, faith in my fellow POWs—
many of whom I'd never met, although I felt
closer to them than my own family—faith in
my fellow military forces and leaders whom
I knew wouldn’t let us down, and, finally,
faith in the USA.

Madam Speaker, these stories and
the others shared by my colleagues
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here tonight should remind us of the
terrible price paid by those who serve
our country and of the debt we owe to
each of them. We must also continue to
make every effort to recover the 1,636
missing in action from the Vietnam
war.

I would like to thank Mr. DoLD for
speaking earlier tonight on this topic.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PEARCE (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of a family
medical emergency.

Mr. HONDA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for the afternoon of today until
February 13 on account of official busi-
ness.

Mr. SWALWELL of California (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today start-
ing at 1:30 p.m. and the balance of the
week on account of traveling with the
President and participating in a forum
on cybersecurity.

————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF THE COMMITTEE
ON AGRICULTURE FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I am pleased to submit
for printing in the Congressional Record,
pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(a) of the Rules
of the House, a copy of the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, which were adopted
at the organizational meeting of the Com-
mittee on January 22, 2015, and revised at the
business meeting of the Committee today,
February 12, 2015.

Appendix A of the Committee Rules will
include excerpts from the Rules of the House
relevant to the operation of the Committee.
Appendix B will include relevant excerpts
from the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.
In the interests of minimizing printing costs,
Appendices A and B are omitted from this
submission.

Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
(As adopted January 22, 2015, and revised
February 12, 2015)

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—(1) The
Rules of the House shall govern the proce-
dure of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees, and the Rules of the Committee on Ag-
riculture so far as applicable shall be inter-
preted in accordance with the Rules of the
House, except that a motion to recess from
day to day, and a motion to dispense with
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolu-
tion, if printed copies are available, are non-
debatable privileged motions in the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. (See Appendix
A for the applicable Rules of the U.S. House
of Representatives.)

(2) As provided in clause 1(a)(2) of House
Rule XI, each Subcommittee is part of the
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