February 12, 2015

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 33
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We ask Your special blessing upon
the Members of this people’s House.
They face difficult decisions in difficult
times, with many forces and interests
demanding their attention.

In these days, give wisdom to all the
Members, especially as they consider
the most serious matter of engaging in
military activity. Bless as well those
who inform them of the issues with
honest frankness, knowing of the dan-
gers implied and so many uncertain
consequences.

Bless the men and women of this
Chamber, O God, and be with them and
with us all this day and every day to
come. May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BROWNLEY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BROWNLEY of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

OBAMACARE DATA SECURITY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week,
more than 80 million Americans lost
personal information when health in-
surer Anthem was hacked. Almost im-
mediately, Anthem customers started
to receive suspicious email messages
trying to con them.

Anthem, Target, Home Depot, Sony—
the list goes on and on of major hacks
in the last year. In many of these
cases, those who had their information
stolen did not receive notice of the
compromise promptly—the best way
for them to protect themselves.

Because of ObamaCare, Federal and
State governments now host a massive
trove of private information. In hear-
ing after hearing last year, we heard
about the vulnerabilities of these sys-
tems.

In order to protect consumers, the
House passed my Health Exchange Se-
curity and Transparency Act, which
would require the government to in-
form consumers of a breach within 2
days. This bill passed with an over-
whelming veto-proof majority but went
nowhere in HARRY REID’s Senate.

I have now reintroduced this bill, a
commonsense measure to protect con-
sumers if ObamacCare is the next major
target for hackers. Maybe this year the
Senate will act.

——
FUND DHS

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join my colleagues in urging
the Republican leadership to advance
bipartisan legislation that will keep
the American people safe by continuing
to fund the Department of Homeland
Security.

On behalf of the dedicated men and
women at the Department of Homeland
Security—those who screen passengers
traveling into and out of the country,
those who ensure that our borders and
shores are protected, and those who en-
force the deportation of dangerous
criminals—Ilet’s put aside partisan poli-
tics and come together on one thing we
can all agree on: to prioritize the safe-
ty and security of the American people.

As the tragedies of recent events
abroad have demonstrated, we can ill-
afford another day of inaction by this
Congress. The clock is running out.
Sixteen days. Let’s do our job. The
American people expect better and
they deserve better. Let’s vote on a
clean spending bill today.

———

UNSUSTAINABLE DEBT UNDER
PRESIDENT OBAMA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in July 2008, then-Senator
Barack Obama said that President
Bush adding to the national debt was

H989

““irresponsible’” and ‘‘unpatriotic.” In
February 2009, President Obama
warned congressional leaders that the
rate of government spending was
unsustainable and pledged to cut the
deficit.

Clearly, his words did not translate
into actions. The deficit has tripled
since President Obama took office.
Now, the President’s recent budget last
week provides for $8.5 trillion in new
debt and does not ever balance. Repub-
licans, led by Chairman PAUL RYAN,
will produce a positive budget which
balances.

The current rate of government
spending is putting America’s youth at
risk with skyrocketing interest pay-
ments. I will keep working to promote
policies that reduce our debt, cut
wasteful spending, and create jobs
while maintaining vital defense fund-
ing to promote peace.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

————
FUND DHS

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to
start by reading a quote from today’s
Politico:

A faction of House and Senate conserv-
atives is pushing Republican leaders to take
the battle over the Homeland Security De-
partment to the brink, arguing the party
would win the public relations war with
Democrats if a standoff over immigration led
to a shutdown of the agency.

A public relations war. This is about
the war on terror. In 16 days, the peo-
ple who protect us from that war will
lose their jobs or have to work without
pay. We are 16 days away from a shut-
down of the Department of Homeland
Security and instead of planning how
to protect us from our enemies, DHS is
preparing contingency budgets in case
this Republican Congress decides to
shut them down.

To protect themselves from their po-
litical base in a fight on immigration,
Republicans are willing to disrupt the
protection of the American people in
our communities, at our airports, our
ports, and our borders.

Mr. Speaker, the bad guys have to be
watching this and saying: Are you seri-
ous?

We should be serious about our home-
land security and our economic secu-
rity.

———

REMEMBERING DEAN SMITH

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on February
7, the State of North Carolina lost a
legend both on and off the court when
former University of North Carolina
basketball coach Dean Smith passed
away.
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