S1006

work Mayo had done and realizing they
were focusing on trying to identify this
disease early to be able to figure out if
people were getting it early.

I thought: That is great, but how
does that help? They still have the dis-
ease. What I learned is the earlier they
can identify the disease, then the ear-
lier they can start those trials so they
can tell what is working or not. If they
wait too long to identify the disease, it
is nearly impossible to tell what kind
of potential cures work and what do
not.

This is a very important part of this
initiative, which is to be able to imme-
diately identify what those risk factors
are when they think someone actually
has Alzheimer’s. Two years ago the
United States launched the BRAIN Ini-
tiative, which is a national research ef-
fort to map the human brain in hopes
of finding new ways to prevent and
cure brain diseases. Similar to the
Human Genome Project, I think we can
expect this initiative to truly be a
game-changer that stimulates the next
generation of scientific development.

There is always more knowledge we
need to get. There are always more
treatments to discover. There are more
diseases to cure. That is why it is so
important that we continue funding
and actually increase funding to the
National Institutes of Health. Earlier
this year I introduced, with Senator
DURBIN and others, a bill to boost fund-
ing for NIH by b percent a year and also
other key Federal research agencies.
The American Cures Act would reverse
the trend of declining Federal invest-
ment in medical research and fuel the
next generation of biomedical discov-
eries.

I care a lot about this. During the
government shutdown I will never for-
get Senator COLLINS once again led the
effort to find our way out of that with
14 of us in a bipartisan effort. I gave
my entire salary to NIH because I
wanted to make the point that every
day we go without developing that cure
for Alzheimer’s, without supporting
our scientists who are doing that work,
is another day where someone else dies
of this disease. It is another loved one
we lose.

Another effort I think is very impor-
tant when we look at this is precision
medicine. We should be supporting ef-
forts to further the field of precision
medicine, which holds the promise of
revolutionizing the prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment of diseases. By
better understanding genetic vari-
ations within diseases such as Alz-
heimer’s, we can develop targeted,
more effective treatments.

Of course caregivers are the last
thing I wish to talk about. If you know
someone with Alzheimer’s, then you
also know their family member or
their friend who is taking care of them.
Many of the caregivers have children
themselves. That is why they are
called the sandwich generation. They
are literally sandwiched between tak-
ing care of their own children and tak-
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ing care of their aging mother or fa-
ther.

Just as we addressed the needs of
moms and dads in the 1970s, started
working on things such as childcare
benefits, we must now address the
needs of our working sons and daugh-
ters and those who are simply devoting
their lives to taking care of an aging
relative, someone with Alzheimer’s.
This goes on every day. People have de-
cided to quit their jobs or they have to
decide to take a different job or they
have to decide to go part time simply
to take care of their loved one.

In 2013 more than 15 million family
members and friends cared for someone
with Alzheimer’s disease or another
form of dementia, often at the expense
of their own jobs and their own well-
being. That is why I am continuing to
work on legislation called the Ameri-
cans Giving Care to Elders Act that
would give family caregivers a tax
credit and other assistance to help al-
leviate the financial burdens that come
with caring for a loved one.

So these are some ideas, but we know
at its core the best thing to do is to
stop this terrible disease from the be-
ginning. That means living up to the
expectations the people of this country
have for us; that is, to do what is best
for them; that is, to put forward the
dollars we need to do the research.

I know some great doctors in Min-
nesota and across the country who will
put that money to good use.

Let’s go forward, let’s cure this dis-
ease, and we call on the Senate to pass
the resolution Senator COLLINS and I
are submitting.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 75—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF FEB-
RUARY 2015, AS “NATIONAL TEEN
DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS
AND PREVENTION MONTH”

Mr. DURBIN (for Mr. REID of Nevada
(for himself and Mr. WHITEHOUSE)) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. RES. 75

Whereas although dating violence, domes-
tic violence, sexual violence, and stalking af-
fect women regardless of age, teenage girls
and young women are especially vulnerable;

Whereas a 2013 survey by the Center for
Disease Control found that nearly 10 percent
of high school students reported physical
victimization and 10 percent reported sexual
victimization from a dating partner in the 12
months before they were surveyed;

Whereas according to the Center for Dis-
ease Control, nearly 1,500,000 high school stu-
dents experience physical abuse from a dat-
ing partner each year;

Whereas a 1997 Commonwealth Fund sur-
vey found that more than % of high school
girls had been either sexually abused, phys-
ically abused, or abused by a date or boy-
friend;

Whereas the Bureau of Justice Statistics
found that females between the ages of 16
and 24 experience intimate partner violence
at a rate that is almost triple the national
average;

Whereas in 2008, the National Council on
Crime and Delinquency reported that ap-
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proximately 1 in 3 adolescent girls in the
United States is a victim of physical, emo-
tional, or verbal abuse from a dating part-
ner, a rate that far exceeds victimization
rates for other types of violence affecting
young people;

Whereas a 2012 study, as part of an inde-
pendent evaluation of Start Strong: Building
Healthy Teen Relationships, an initiative
aimed at building healthy relationships
among middle school youth, found that teen
dating violence behaviors were common even
among seventh grade students, with nearly 1
in 6 students reporting physical dating vio-
lence;

Whereas according to data from the Youth
Risk Behavior Surveillance System, almost
20 percent of teenage girls who were exposed
to physical dating violence did not attend
school on 1 or more occasions during the 30
days preceding the survey because the girls
felt unsafe at school or on the way to or from
school;

Whereas schools are unequipped to handle
the issue of teen dating violence, as a recent
study by Ball State University found that—

(1) 81 percent of school counselors reported
that they did not have a school protocol on
how to respond to an incident of teen dating
violence; but

(2) 61 percent of school counselors reported
that they had assisted victims of dating-re-
lated violence in the past 2 years, despite a
lack of formal training for some of the coun-
selors;

Whereas a study published in Pediatrics
suggests that teen dating violence ‘‘is a sub-
stantial public health problem’ because vic-
tims of teen dating violence are—

(1) at increased risk of mood and behavior
problems as young adults; and

(2) at increased risk for future violent rela-
tionships;

Whereas girls victimized by a teen boy-
friend reported more heavy drinking, smok-
ing, depression, and thoughts of suicide, and
teens of both sexes who were in aggressive
relationships were 2 to 3 times more likely

to be in violent relationships as young
adults;
Whereas being physically or sexually

abused makes teenage girls up to 6 times
more likely to become pregnant and more
than twice as likely to contract a sexually
transmitted disease;

Whereas according to the 2009 Parent/Teen
Dating Violence Poll by Liz Claiborne Inc.,
although 82 percent of parents are confident
that they could recognize the signs if their
child was experiencing dating abuse, 58 per-
cent of parents could not correctly identify
all of the warning signs of abuse;

Whereas 74 percent of teenage boys and 66
percent of teenage girls report that they
have not had a conversation with a parent
about dating abuse in the past year;

Whereas 1 in 4 teens in a relationship re-
port having been called names, harassed, or
put down by a partner through the use of a
telephone, including through texting;

Whereas according to the 2010 College Dat-
ing Violence and Abuse Poll by Liz Claiborne
Inc., 43 percent of college women who date
report experiencing abusive dating behav-
iors;

Whereas 70 percent of college students who
experienced relationship abuse failed to real-
ize that they were in an abusive relationship
at the time, and 60 percent of college stu-
dents who were in an abusive relationship
said that no one stepped in to help them;

Whereas the severity of violence among in-
timate partners has been shown to be greater
in cases where a pattern of violence was es-
tablished during adolescence;



February 12, 2015

Whereas primary prevention programs are
a Kkey part of addressing teen dating vio-
lence, and successful examples of these pro-
grams include education, community out-
reach, and social marketing campaigns that
are culturally appropriate;

Whereas educating middle school students
and the parents of middle school students
about the importance of building healthy re-
lationships and preventing teen dating vio-
lence is key to deterring dating abuse before
it begins;

Whereas skilled assessment and interven-
tion programs are necessary for young vic-
tims and abusers; and

Whereas the establishment of the month of
February 2015, as National Teen Dating Vio-
lence Awareness and Prevention Month will
benefit schools, communities, and families
regardless of socioeconomic status, race, or
sex: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of February 2015,
as ‘‘National Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness and Prevention Month’’;

(2) supports communities that are empow-
ering teenagers to develop healthier rela-
tionships throughout their lives; and

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States, including young people, parents,
schools, law enforcement officials, State and
local officials, and interested groups to ob-
serve National Teen Dating Violence Aware-
ness and Prevention Month with appropriate
programs and activities that promote aware-
ness and prevention of teen dating violence
in their communities.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 76—WEL-
COMING THE PRIME MINISTER
OF ISRAEL TO THE UNITED
STATES FOR HIS ADDRESS TO A
JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
LEE, Mr. HELLER, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
RouNDS, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. COLLINS,
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. VITTER, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. DAINES, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. ERNST,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SASSE,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. BURR, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. PERDUE, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr.
CoATs, Mr. KIRK, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. ENZI, Mr. PAUL, and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 76

Whereas, since its founding in 1948, Israel
has been a strong and steadfast ally to the
United States in the Middle East, a region
characterized by instability and violence;

Whereas the United States-Israel relation-
ship is built on mutual respect for common
values, including a commitment to democ-
racy, the rule of law, individual liberty, free-
market principles, and ethnic and religious
diversity;

Whereas the strong cultural, religious, and
political ties shared by the United States
and Israel help form a bond between our
countries that should never be broken;

Whereas Israel continues to serve as a
shining model of democratic values by regu-
larly holding free and fair elections, pro-
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moting the free exchange of ideas, and vigor-
ously exercising a form of democratic gov-
ernment that is fully representative of its
citizens;

Whereas nations such as Iran and Syria, as
well as designated foreign terrorist organiza-
tions such as Hezbollah and Hamas, refuse to
recognize Israel’s right to exist, continually
call for its destruction, and have repeatedly
attacked Israel either directly or through
proxies;

Whereas, in particular, the Government of
Iran’s ongoing pursuit of nuclear weapons
poses a tremendous threat both to the
United States and Israel;

Whereas the negotiations between the so-
called P5+1 countries and Iran over its illicit
nuclear weapons program are entering a key
phase, and Congress has heard the perspec-
tives, both publicly and privately, of a num-
ber of close allies involved in the negotia-
tions; and

Whereas the United States is committed to
ensuring that Israel, as a strong and trusted
ally, maintains its qualitative military edge:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) warmly welcomes the Prime Minister of
Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, on his visit to
the United States, which provides a timely
opportunity to reinforce the United States-
Israel relationship;

(2) eagerly awaits the address of Prime
Minister Netanyahu before a joint session of
the United States Congress;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to stand with
Israel during times of uncertainty;

(4) continues to strongly support Israel’s
right to defend itself from threats to its very
survival; and

(5) reaffirms its unequivocal and bipartisan
support for the friendship between the people
and Governments of the United States and
Israel.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I want
to speak on another matter, and that is
an event that should be a historic and
momentous event that is scheduled to
take place on the other side of the Cap-
itol early next month. For the third
time since he has been Prime Minister
of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu will be
speaking to a joint session of Congress.

In his invitation, the Speaker of the
House indicated that the reason for the
invitation is because of the grave
threats radical Islam and the Iranian
regime pose to our security and our
way of life. I cannot think of a more
timely or a more critical subject for
the American people to hear about
from one of the world’s great leaders.

For some reason, some people are
trying to turn this into a public con-
troversy, but to me and I imagine to
many others, it is mystifying and
somewhat disappointing. The reasons
for supporting and defending the na-
tion of Israel are obvious: Both of our
countries are pluralistic democracies
with a staunch commitment to liberty,
equality, and human rights; both of our
countries are threatened by radical
Islam; and both of our countries have
responded to that threat while remain-
ing free and open societies. Those are
the reasons why most Americans stand
with Israel and why U.S. aid to Israel
enjoys such overwhelming support
among Members of both parties here in
Congress. Indeed, we have no closer
Middle Eastern ally than Israel and I
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would argue no bigger Middle Eastern
adversary than the country of Iran.

I would also argue that we have no
bigger foreign policy challenges than
stopping the Iranian drive for nuclear
weapons and Kkeeping those weapons
out of the hands of terrorists. A nu-
clear Iran would make this world a far
more dangerous place. For starters, it
would dramatically increase Iranian le-
verage, Iranian power, and Iranian ag-
gression in the Middle East. We must
remember that this is the same regime
that has continued to violently target
the United States since 1979. It is the
same regime that has been on the
State Department’s terrorism blacklist
since 1984. It is the same regime that
not too long ago was plotting to blow
up a restaurant right here in Wash-
ington, DC.

I was reminded that 1983, with the
bombing of our Embassy in Beirut—a
largely forgotten historical moment—
was the beginning of America’s deadly
encounter with the political Islamist
movement. It was also the birth of the
Shiite political entity we know today
by the name of Hezbollah, supported by
Iran.

Perhaps most poignantly, the Gov-
ernment of Iran refuses to recognize
Israel’s right to exist, has continually
called for its destruction, and has re-
peatedly attacked Israel either directly
or through proxies. Make no mistake—
Iran’s ongoing pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons poses a tremendous threat to the
United States and to our ally Israel.

Given the very clear and present dan-
ger to the nation of Israel and the dan-
gers they face on a perpetual basis
from their neighbors in the region—
Iran—the U.S.-Israel alliance has never
been more important than it is today.

Israel is a shining model of demo-
cratic values for nations around the
world. It is a great example for others
to follow in the Middle East. The
strong cultural, religious, and political
ties shared by the United States and
Israel have helped form a bond between
our countries that should never be bro-
ken.

Now more than ever, the people of
Israel need reassurance that we remain
committed to seeing that their nation,
as a strong and trusted ally, maintain
its qualitative military edge in the
face of ongoing threats from nations
such as Iran and Syria and terrorist
groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah.
That is why today we have filed a reso-
lution here in the Senate welcoming
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu when he addresses a joint
session of Congress next month. This
resolution reaffirms the Senate’s com-
mitment to stand with Israel during
times of uncertainty. It reaffirms this
body’s strong support for Israel’s right
to defend itself from threats to its very
survival. And it reaffirms the Senate’s
unequivocal support for the friendship
between the governments of our two
nations.

As of this morning a majority of the
Senate has signed on as a cosponsor to
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