S1890

without it. Our Northeast corridor
alone moves more than 700,000 people a
day. Without the necessary PTC safe-
guards, these people will face the
threat of a devastating crash more so
every day. The sheer volume of com-
muters itself presents momentous con-
cern for the State to be able to success-
fully guarantee the well-being of its
rail lines. Knowing now that crashes
like the Metro-North accident could
have been prevented by PTC protec-
tions, I can say with bursting resolve
that it is time for us to do better. The
application of PTC directly translates
into lives saved. To me and for many,
that is an easy trade—as easy as it ever
gets.

But it is rarely ever that simple. I
recognize that for many in the rail in-
dustry, who share my commitment to
improving safety, the reality is that
difficult investment decisions need to
be made and the current timeline is
not achievable, even for those with the
best of intentions. Implementation will
take time. We cannot expect these
complex technological improvements
to come overnight. In spite of this, we
can still hold these improvements to a
reasonably tight schedule, one that is
attainable.

I am hopeful that in the time be-
tween today’s committee vote and be-
fore the final passage of PTC legisla-
tion, we can work to shorten the exten-
sion and find a better balance. I look
forward to working with the Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
Committee chairman, ranking mem-
ber, and the rest of my colleagues to
improve this initiative.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD WILLIAMS

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Edward C. Williams,
Jr. Ed honorably served the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania for more than
15 years, most recently as State direc-
tor for my Senate office. Ed has been a
trusted advisor and friend over the 8
years we worked together.

A native of Wilkes-Barre, an alumnus
of the Head Start program in Luzerne
County, and a graduate of Franklin
and Marshall College in Lancaster, Ed
has deep roots in Pennsylvania. Prior
to joining my staff, he served in the
House of Representatives for Congress-
man Paul Kanjorski as a staff assist-
ant, later earning a leading advisory
role on House budgetary proceedings.
When he was recommended to my staff
following my election to the Senate in
2006, we knew right away that we want-
ed Ed on our team. He was the first leg-
islative staffer hired for my Wash-
ington, DC office, serving as our
projects and appropriations director.

Ed immediately became one of my
most valued and effective legislative
aides. To further his education he at-
tended law school at night while work-
ing full-time in Washington, DC and
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passed the bar. He was promoted to
senior counsel in my office shortly
thereafter. In 2010, Ed accepted the po-
sition of State director for my Senate
office. Overseeing seven district offices
and serving as my primary liaison to
many of the State’s most prominent
leaders, Ed has never failed to exceed
expectations. Were it not for Ed, many
of our most ambitious projects could
never have been realized.

In my years of public service, I have
had the privilege of working with many
intelligent and hard-working profes-
sionals. Without question, Ed ranks
among the top. He is one of the most
capable and diligent people I have had
the pleasure of working with, and his
commitment to excellence is evident in
all that he does.

On a personal note, getting to know
Ed has been a privilege. A true cham-
pion for the people of our State, Ed
should be extremely proud of the great
work he has done for thousands of our
constituents. I will forever be grateful
to him for his public service.

My staff and I will miss Ed greatly,
but we know that he will remain a
close friend and trusted advisor. I wish
him, his wife Lisa, and their son
Matthan well in this exciting new
chapter of their lives.®

———

TRIBUTE TO DAWN JUSTICE

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
honor Dawn Justice, who is retiring
from serving as president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Idaho Bankers
Association.

Dawn, who grew up in Sarasota, FL,
began her career in the hotel industry
working in hotel management for the
Hilton and Hyatt hotels. Her work in
this field took her to California, Texas,
Singapore, and Thailand before we
were blessed that she chose to make
Idaho her home 24 years ago. Prior to
her work with the Idaho Bankers Asso-
ciation, she also worked as vice presi-
dent of human resources for the Idaho
Association of Commerce and Industry
and special projects assistant for Boise
State TUniversity, where she also
earned her master of public adminis-
tration degree.

For the past 11 years, Dawn has led
the Idaho Bankers Association with re-
markable skill and knowhow. Through-
out her time with the association,
Dawn has been instrumental in advanc-
ing a number of the organization’s pri-
orities, including initiatives involving
the Idaho Bank Act, Personal Informa-
tion Security Act, the Credit Report
Protection Act, the Residential Mort-
gages Practices Act, the Uniform Pru-
dent Investor Act, and much more. She
has utilized her indispensable talents
advocating for policy objectives of im-
portance both at the State and na-
tional levels.

Dawn’s efforts and advocacy on be-
half of the Idaho banking community
have been exceptionally helpful as we
have worked together over the years.
She has been an outstanding advocate
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in explaining the need for traditional
banking and the costs of overregula-
tion on consumers, small businesses
and communities. She was instru-
mental in providing valuable insight
and recommendations that helped me
craft and advance my regulatory relief
legislation into law. Additionally, her
help pushing back against harmful
Dodd-Frank rules and providing insight
into how many of these rules would
negatively impact credit and economic
growth opportunities in Idaho has been
especially appreciated.

Dawn, thank you for your hard work
and effective leadership. You have been
a great strength in advancing Federal
policy changes of assistance to Ida-
hoans. I commend you for your service
to Idaho and our Nation. I wish you all
the best and hope you have a retire-
ment filled with many good times with
your loved omnes. Congratulations on
your remarkable career and retire-
ment.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:30 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 216. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit to Congress a Fu-
ture-Years Veterans Program and a quadren-
nial veterans review, to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a Chief Strat-
egy Officer, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1092. An act to designate the Federal
building located at 2030 Southwest 145th Ave-
nue in Miramar, Florida, as the ‘‘Benjamin
P. Grogan and Jerry L. Dove Federal Build-
ing”.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

At T7:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled joint resolution:

S.J. Res. 8. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Labor Relations
Board relating to representation case proce-
dures.
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