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United States Government for fiscal
year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2017 through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 573
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 573 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 580
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 580 intended to be
proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 585
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 585 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 600
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 600 intended
to be proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an
original concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2017 through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 601
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 601 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 11, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2016 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 111—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2015 AS “NA-
TIONAL MIDDLE LEVEL EDU-
CATION MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 111

Whereas the National Association of Sec-

ondary School Principals, the Association
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for Middle Level Education, the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform,
and the National Association of Elementary
School Principals have declared March 2015
as ‘‘National Middle Level Education
Month’’;

Whereas schools that educate middle level
students are responsible for educating nearly
24,000,000 young adolescents between the ages
of 10 and 15, in grades 5 through 9, who are
undergoing rapid and dramatic changes in
their physical, intellectual, social, emo-
tional, and moral development;

Whereas young adolescents deserve chal-
lenging and engaging instruction and knowl-
edgeable teachers and administrators who
are prepared to provide young adolescents
with a safe, challenging, and supportive
learning environment;

Whereas young adolescents deserve organi-
zational structures that banish anonymity
and promote personalization, collaboration,
and social equity;

Whereas the habits and values established
during early adolescence have a lifelong in-
fluence that directly affects the future
health and welfare of the United States;

Whereas research indicates that the aca-
demic achievement of a student in grade 8
has a larger impact on the readiness of that
student for an institution of higher edu-
cation at the end of high school than any
academic achievement of that student in
high school; and

Whereas in order to improve graduation
rates and prepare students to be lifelong
learners who are ready for an institution of
higher education or a career and civic par-
ticipation, the people of the United States
must have a deeper understanding of the dis-
tinctive mission of middle level education:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2015 as ‘‘National Mid-
dle Level Education Month’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the importance of
middle level education and the contributions
of the individuals who educate middle level
students; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Middle Level
Education Month by visiting and celebrating
schools that are responsible for educating
young adolescents in the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 112—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE INTERNAL
REVENUE SERVICE SHOULD PRO-
VIDE PRINTED COPIES OF IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE PUB-
LICATION 17 TO TAXPAYERS IN
THE UNITED STATES FREE OF
CHARGE

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Ms. AYOTTE) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance:

S. REs. 112

Whereas each year, Internal Revenue Serv-
ice Publication 17, entitled ‘‘Your Federal
Income Tax’’, provides individuals with gen-
eral instructions on how to file their taxes
for the previous taxable year;

Whereas in each year prior to 2015, free
printed versions of Internal Revenue Service
Publication 17 were made widely available to
taxpayers at libraries, post offices, and tax-
payer service offices, and even by mail at the
request of a taxpayer;

Whereas in an effort to save money, the In-
ternal Revenue Service no longer dissemi-
nates a free printed version of Internal Rev-
enue Service Publication 17 as it transitions
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to a fully electronic tax filing system, in-
cluding an electronic system for providing
instructions on filing taxes;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service di-
rects taxpayers to the Internet to download
an electronic version of Internal Revenue
Service Publication 17, even though the lim-
ited availability of a printed version of this
publication burdens individuals who do not
have access to a computer or printer and in-
dividuals who struggle to navigate a com-
puter;

Whereas the dissemination of printed cop-
ies of Internal Revenue Service Publication
17 is a basic taxpayer service that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service is ignoring in an effort
to reduce spending;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service has
experienced budget cuts for 5 consecutive fis-
cal years, amounting to a reduction in its
budget of $1,200,000,000, or 10 percent, since
fiscal year 2010;

Whereas the Internal Revenue Service
should prioritize its resources on areas that
are critical to the ability of taxpayers to file
their taxes in a timely and proper manner;
and

Whereas the decision of the Internal Rev-
enue Service to stop disseminating printed
copies of Internal Revenue Service Publica-
tion 17 adversely impacts populations that
do not have access to, or understand how to
use, a computer, and the decision unneces-
sarily burdens and restricts the ability of
taxpayers to comply with the convoluted and
complicated provisions of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate urges the Inter-
nal Revenue Service to—

(1) resume printing copies of Internal Rev-
enue Service Publication 17; and

(2) provide free copies of such publication
to the taxpayers of the United States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE CITIZENS’
STAMP ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SHOULD RECOMMEND THE
ISSUANCE OF, AND THE UNITED
STATES POSTAL SERVICE

SHOULD ISSUE, A COMMEMORA-
TIVE STAMP IN HONOR OF THE
HOLIDAY OF DIWALI

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

S. REs. 113

Whereas Diwali, also referred to as the
“festival of lights’’, is an Indian holiday that
marks the beginning of the Hindu New Year;

Whereas Diwali celebrates the triumph of
good over evil, the awareness of one’s inner
light, the dispelling of ignorance, and bring-
ing peace and joy through the awakening
gained from a higher knowledge;

Whereas Diwali is observed in the United
States, and across the globe, by Hindus,
Sikhs, Christians, Jains, and Buddhists;

Whereas as one of the world’s oldest reli-
gious holidays, Diwali serves not only as a
time for celebration, but also as a time for
communities and families to come together
in spiritual enlightenment;

Whereas the practice of celebrating Diwali
has survived political, economic, and social
changes throughout history, while always
carrying the universal symbolism of the vic-
tory of light, goodness, knowledge, and
truth;

Whereas the United States Postal Service,
in accordance with recommendations of the
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