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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CONGRATULATING WESTON
BASLER ON HIS STATE WRES-
TLING CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Weston Basler, of the Seckman
High School Jaguars Wrestling team, on his
win in the 132 Class 4 2015 State Wrestling
Championship match.

This student and his coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
championship to their school and community.

| ask you in joining me in recognizing Wes-
ton Basler for a job well done!

—————

RECOGNIZING MR. KENNETH R.
MOWRY FOR HIS INDUCTION TO
THE PENNSYLVANIA HOLSTEIN
HALL OF FAME

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Kenneth R. Mowry, a native of
Roaring Spring, Pennsylvania for his recent in-
duction into the Pennsylvania Holstein Hall of
Fame. This honor culminates a career span-
ning over 65 years of breeding and developing
some of the most productive dairy cows in the
nation.

This long and successful journey in the agri-
culture industry began for Mr. Mowry when he
joined his father at Mowry Farms, a 1,100
acre 350-cow dairy farm in Roaring Spring. In
the years that followed, the farm’s cattle set
52 state records and another 26 national
records in dairy production. Not slowing down
with achievements, Mr. Mowry also had 12 of
his cows featured on the front cover of “Hol-
stein World,” a publication dedicated to Hol-
stein breeders.

In addition to his Holstein-related contribu-
tions, Mr. Mowry should also be recognized
for his dedication and service to the local com-
munity. Mr. Mowry, a member of Martinsburg
Grace Brethren Church, served nearly 40
years on the Morrison’s Cove Memorial Park
Board of Directors, was a member of the Cove
Lion’s Club for 25 years, and sat on the North-
ern Bedford School Board for 12 years.

Mr. Mowry’s induction in the Pennsylvania
Holstein Hall of Fame recognizes his out-
standing career and brings great distinction
upon himself, the community, and the 9th Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania. | invite my colleagues to
join me in offering congratulations for his
many achievements and more than 50 years
of selfless community service.

RECOGNIZING VIOLET SCHLITZ
FOR HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mrs. Violet E. Schlitz on her
100th birthday, which she will celebrate on
April 13th, 2015. | am proud to honor her
today as an exemplary member of our com-
munity.

Since the age of 13, Mrs. Schlitz has called
the United States her home. A native Cana-
dian, she became a citizen in 1950 and in the
1970s moved to Western North Carolina and
settled in Hayesuville. It is there where she and
her husband Lee raised their three sons and
have been blessed with eight grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.

A community leader, Mrs. Schlitz was active
in her sons’ scouting, regularly volunteered at
Chattooga Regional Hospital, and served at
Sharp United Methodist Church, where she
has been a faithful member. Mrs. Schlitz has
selflessly served those around her, and over
the years has knit more than 2,000 sweaters
for needy children. Her activities reflect Mrs.
Schlitz’'s character and the incredible size of
her heart.

On behalf of the entire 11th District of North
Carolina, | congratulate Mrs. Violet E. Schlitz
on her milestone 100th birthday and thank her
for her service to our local community of
Western North Carolina.

HONORING DR. AILEEN MARTY

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Dr. Aileen Marty, an outstanding indi-
vidual in the South Florida community.

Dr. Marty is currently professor of Infectious
Diseases in the Department of Medicine at
Florida International University’s Herbert
Wertheim College of Medicine. She served ad-
mirably in the United States Navy for 25
years, specializing in tropical medicine, infec-
tious diseases pathology, and disaster medi-
cine. She has also served as a professor at
Uniformed Services University, Johns Hopkins
University, the National Defense University,
and the University of Valencia, Spain.

Dr. Marty’s previous experience also in-
cludes coordinating work between the Depart-
ment of Defense, Health and Human Services,
and Homeland Security. She developed inter-
agency training programs involving the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Homeland Security.
Dr. Marty has worked with the White House,
Congressional Conferences, has served on
Blue Ribbon Committees, and has been a del-

egate to the World Health Association. She
has worked on numerous research teams, has
responded to various global emergencies, and
provided consultation on a wide range of
health issues. Most recently she has worked
tirelessly in the fight against Ebola. Her quar-
ter century experience in the practice, training,
and research of tropical medicine, infectious
disease, and pathology has led to her having
published over 90 books and peer-reviewed
journal articles.

Beyond her work in infectious diseases, she
is an expert on chemical, biological radiation,
and high-energy weapons. She is one of only
403 people listed in the international roster as
a member of the United Nations Monitoring
and Verification Team for Weapons of Mass
Destruction. In 2001, the Bureau of Medicine
and Surgery (BUMED) designated her “Sub-
ject Matter Expert on Weapons of Mass De-
struction” and used her experience and exper-
tise to help develop plans and programs, and
to coordinate with NATO allies. She has a rep-
utation for in-depth knowledge and hands-on
experience in all aspects of biological agent
research, clinical medicine, travel, and tropical
medicine, and has earned a worldwide reputa-
tion for providing and producing excellent sci-
entific data and innovative research.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Dr. Aileen Marty for her continued service to
South Florida, and the world at-large, and |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
this remarkable individual.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 36TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RE-
LATIONS ACT

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 36th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act, known as the TRA, and to
express the gratitude of the American people
for the contributions of the Republic of China
(ROC) in World War II.

The Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) was signed
into law on April 10, 1979. For 36 years, it has
served as the backbone of the extraordinary
friendship between the ROC and the United
States of America. The TRA was Congress’
way of codifying a pledge from the American
people to the people of Taiwan that “we will
stand with you, always.”

The TRA has provided stability to Taiwan,
permitting it to thrive and become the eco-
nomic powerhouse it is today, and to deepen
its transition to democracy.

Furthermore, as we near the 70th anniver-
sary of the end of World War Il it is just and
appropriate that we should remember the
great contributions of the ROC to the allied
victory. In closing, | would like to point out one
of the many heroic contributions of the ROC to
the allied victory in World War I
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In April 1942, General Sun Li-jen led a mis-
sion to successfully rescue 7000 British sol-
diers and many other civilians, including Amer-
icans, who were encircled by the Japanese
Army, in the Burma campaign at
Yenangyaung.

We should never forget the contributions of
the Republic of China to the allied victory in
World War II.

Likewise, we should never forget the impor-
tance of the Taiwan Relations Act for the
peace and stability, not only of Taiwan, but
also for the entire East Asia region.

———

TRIBUTE TO LOCAL BROAD-
CASTERS IN THE 24TH DISTRICT
OF NEW YORK

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to dis-
cuss local broadcasting, and specifically how
local broadcasting creates a sense of unity
and involvement within local communities. The
local broadcasters of Central New York have
played a unique role in bringing my community
closer together.

As an example, Galaxy Communications,
one of our local broadcasters, operates three
radio stations in the 24th District and has been
working closely with the Humane Society of
Central New York. Galaxy Communications
has been committed to promoting Humane
Society events throughout the year. The Lights
on the Lake Dog Walk, annual Woof Stock,
Canine Carnival, and 7th Annual Drop-A-Thon
events are just a few instances where our
local broadcasters have partnered with the
local community to raise money and aware-
ness for the greater good of Central New
York.

In addition to partnering with local charities,
local broadcasting works to strengthen the
community by recognizing the hard work, gen-
erosity, and achievements of individuals, fami-
lies, and professionals throughout the 24th
District. Whether it's commending the out-
standing contributions that our teachers make
in the daily lives of our children, highlighting
the growth of small businesses, or hosting
radio-a-thons and telethons that raise money
for community events, local broadcasters give
important recognition and support to Central
New York and communities across the nation.

| greatly appreciate our local broadcasters’
dedication to delivering emergency information
when my community needs it and the further
efforts of local broadcasters to unify, improve,
and support the 24th District through their
work on the air.

CONGRATULATING MR. JACK
HILER ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor Jack Hiler, who will retire as the
President and CEO of Stripco. During his
more than 30 years of service, Mr. Hiler grew
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Stripco from a small steel company to a bus-
tling family business.

Born in 1947, Mr. Hiler graduated from
Penn High School and married Kathy, his high
school sweetheart. In 1984, Mr. Hiler, along
with his brother Ed, and his business partner
Jerry Munger, purchased a portion of Sharp
Steel and founded Stripco. Thanks to the suc-
cess of the new company, two years later
Stripco expanded and moved to a new 26
acre property in Osceola, Indiana.

For the past 43 years, Mr. Hiler and his wife
have lived in Osceola, raising three sons and
enjoying their ten grandchildren and recently
built a home in Jimtown where they plan to
live out their retirement. Family has been such
an integral part of Mr. Hiler’s life that his sons
have followed into the family business of work-
ing at Stripco.

Through all of this, Mr. Hiler has led the
business to major growth and expansion to
the benefit of the local community and his
family. Today, Stripco employs over 140 em-
ployees and provides a wide variety of value-
added steel processes and produces and
ships more than 100,000 tons of products.

Mr. Hiler has also been a dedicated public
servant to his community, giving generously to
Grace Baptist Church in Osceola to support
missions and faith-based organizations that
provide medical care, clean water to people
across the world. He is a longtime supporter
of local 4-H programs and is known for his
willingness to help his employees and support
causes important to them.

Mr. Hiler's work both in founding Stripco and
as a community servant exemplify his dedica-
tion to Indiana. It is an honor to recognize Mr.
Hiler on the occasion of his retirement from
over three decades of contributions.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr. Jack
Hiler upon his retirement from Stripco. He has
brought joy to countless individuals through
his support and leadership and | sincerely
thank him for his service, and wish him the
very best in all of his future endeavors.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAPE
COD CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Cape Cod Children’s Museum
on its twenty-fifth anniversary.

For the past two and a half decades, the
Cape Cod Children’s Museum has been pro-
viding children from Cape Cod and the South
Cape’s younger visitors with entertaining
memories that will last a lifetime. Founded in
1990 by a group of three women from Fal-
mouth, the Cape Cod Children’s Museum has
since been a staple of the community. Guests
of the museum immediately notice the high,
vaulted ceilings that have a distinct Cape Cod
charm. Under that same roof, children are
greeted by wall-to-wall educational and enter-
taining displays. Be it the pirate ship in the
main hall, with exhibits of nautical flags and
terminology, or the planetarium, exposing the
youth of Cape Cod to the wonders of the
stars, the children’s museum is an invaluable
component of the community.
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Since the museum moved into its present
location fifteen years ago, parents have ea-
gerly brought their children, confident that they
will enjoy everything the facilities have to offer.
The museum has always been a must-see for
any family.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize the
Cape Cod Children’s Museum on its twenty-
fifth anniversary. | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the Museum for its many
years of success, and in applauding their ef-
forts educating and entertaining Cape Cod'’s
children.

——
CONGRATULATING THE SAINT
FRANCIS BORGIA STARRY

KNIGHTS DANCE TEAM

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Saint Francis Borgia Starry
Knights Dance Team, on their Class 2 State
Championship win at the Missouri Dance
Team Association competition.

These students and their coach should be
commended for all of their hard work through-
out this past year and for bringing home the
state championship to their school and com-
munity.

| ask you in joining me in recognizing the
Saint Francis Borgia Starry Knights Dance
Team for a job well done!

HONORING MS. PATRICIA HUFF

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Ms. Patricia Huff, an outstanding indi-
vidual in Southwest Florida.

Originally from Nashville, Tennessee, Ms.
Huff moved to the Florida Keys in 1984. She
soon became involved in several community
organizations, including the Friends of the Mu-
seum of the Everglades, serving as its Presi-
dent in 2003, 2004, and 2007 to 2010. She
has published the Friends’ Newsletter since
2001 and continues to serve on the Board of
Directors as Vice-President. She also con-
ducts the historic walking tours around Ever-
glades City.

Ms. Huff co-founded the Everglades Society
for Historic Preservation in 2005, serving as
President from 2005 to 2008, and continues
as a member of the Board of Directors today.
She has been a member of the Collier County
Historic and Archaeological Preservation
Board since 2005, and in 2009 served as
Chairperson. In addition to these organiza-
tions, Ms. Huff has served as President of the
Friends of Fakahatchee Strand in 2003-2004,
a member of the Everglades Area Chamber of
Commerce Board from 2004-2007, and cur-
rently serves on the Everglades Association.
She is also co-Director (and co-founder) of the
River of Grass Greenway (ROGG) Executive
Committee of the Naples Pathways Coalition.
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ROGG has received a federal grant to fund a
Master Plan and Feasibility Study for the pro-
posed pathway from Naples to Miami. Ms.
Huff is currently serving on the Project Team
and Steering Committees for the study.

| am privileged to know Ms. Huff, and ad-
mire her commitment to the community. In her
spare time, Ms. Huff is an avid bike rider.
Along with her husband Steve, they have bicy-
cled throughout the United States and Europe
every year, covering over 25,000 miles since
the year 2000. She is also publisher of the
“The Mullet Rapper”, a bi-weekly newsletter
for the Everglades community and the primary
source of information for city events.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Patricia Huff for her continued service to
Southwest Florida, and | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual.

————

IN HONOR OF OFFICER ALEX
YAZZIE

HON. BEN RAY LUJAN

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, | offer my heartfelt condolences to
the family and friends of Officer Alex Yazzie
as they mourn a husband, father, and com-
panion gone too soon. They are joined by the
grateful hearts of the community of Shiprock,
the Navajo Nation, and the state of New Mex-
ico, as we all honor a tremendous public serv-
ant who gave his life in the line of duty.

Alex had dedicated his life to serving his
country and his community so that we could
rest easy. From basic training at Camp Pen-
dleton with the Marine Corps, to 14 years with
the Navajo Division of Public Safety, Alex had
time and time again rushed into harm’s way
so that we could be safer. Last Thursday was
no different; Officer Alex Yazzie responded
because a family was in danger, because his
fellow officers were in danger, because his
community needed him.

When Alex didn’t come back that day he left
behind a legacy of kindness and service. We
are wounded by his loss, but comforted by the
memories of all that he gave us and the ex-
ample that he set for all those in his commu-
nity.

My prayers are with those that Alex has left
behind, and | hope that they find peace in this
most difficult time.

HOUSE BUDGET PROPOSALS
HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, we are con-
fronted by a set of facts that represent both
tremendous opportunity and tremendous con-
cern for our country. First, we are competing
in a knowledge-based and technology-driven
global economy. Second, our long-term fiscal
trajectory is not sound. Third, our nation’s in-
frastructure is increasingly inadequate and is
dragging down economic growth. Fourth, mil-
lions of working Americans are still struggling
to live the American Dream.
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Unfortunately, none of the budgets brought
to a vote on the House floor this week offer an
adequate and appropriate response to these
problems and priorities. | am strongly opposed
to the Republican budget offered by Chairman
PRICE. It fails to prepare our country for the fu-
ture, hurts the most vulnerable Americans and
reflects the wrong priorities, making it harder
for many to pursue an education, buy a home
or retire with dignity. It hurts seniors, parents
and children. On balance, the Democratic al-
ternative budget is a better reflection of our
nation’s values.

However, turning the budget into a political
football is also not the answer. | believe that
the only way we can truly address the chal-
lenges facing our country, help our workers
and businesses compete and restore our fiscal
health is to focus on the best ideas. I'm tired
of Congress not being able to work together
productively to do the people’s work.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
JANE McSORLEY GARAMENDI

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my
colleagues in the California Democratic Con-
gressional Delegation, Congressman PETE
AGUILAR, Congresswoman KAREN BAss, Con-
gressman XAVIER BECERRA, Congressman AMI
BERA, Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY, Con-
gresswoman LoIs CAPPS, Congressman TONY
CARDENAS, Congresswoman Jupy CHu, Con-
gressman JIM COSTA, Congresswoman SUSAN
DAvis, Congressman MARK DESAULNIER, Con-
gresswoman ANNA ESHOO, Congressman SAM
FARR, Congressman JOHN GARAMENDI, Con-
gresswoman JANICE HAHN, Congressman MIKE
HONDA, Congressman JARED HUFFMAN, Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE, Congressman TED
LiIeu, Congressman ALAN LOWENTHAL, Con-
gresswoman DORIS MATsSUI, Congressman
JERRY MCNERNEY, Congresswoman GRACE
NAPOLITANO, Congresswoman NANCY PELOSI,
Congressman ScOTT PETERS, Congress-
woman LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, Congress-
man RAUL Ruiz, Congresswoman LINDA
SANCHEZ, Congresswoman LORETTA SANCHEZ,
Congressman ADAM SCHIFF, Congressman
BRAD SHERMAN, Congresswoman JACKIE
SPEIER, Congressman ERIC SWALWELL, Con-
gressman MARK TAKANO, Congressman MIKE
THOMPSON, Congresswoman NORMA TORRES,
Congressman JUAN VARGAS, and Congress-
woman MAXINE WATERS, to honor and remem-
ber the life of Mary Jane McSorley
Garamendi. Mary Jane passed on March 19,
2015, amongst the prayers and support of her
loving family and friends. The matriarch of the
Garamendi family and a lifelong resident of
Calaveras County, California, Mary Jane had
a strength of spirit and benevolence of char-
acter that built a vigorous family, vibrant com-
munity, and lasting legacy.

Mary Jane was born on March 21, 1921, the
granddaughter of pioneering Irish-ltalian immi-
grants. When she was only three years old,
she and her sister, Anne, lost their mother and
a newborn brother, but their devoted father
succeeded in raising them to be strong and
independent young ladies on the family cattle
ranch in Chili Gulch. Mary Jane attended and
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graduated from Mokelumne Hill Elementary
School and then from Calaveras High School
in 1938. In 1942, she graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nevada Reno with a teaching cre-
dential for elementary and high school.

At college, Mary Jane met Raymond V.
Garamendi, a fellow student and the love of
her life. Following their graduations, they spent
the years of World War Il stationed at posts in
California, Florida, and Georgia, and then re-
turned to Chili Gulch to build their family home
on the cattle ranch and begin their life raising
seven children. They grew up part of the
“Greatest Generation” and were determined to
teach their children the tradition of agriculture,
the power of education, and the importance of
good governance.

Mary Jane’s narrative is one of family, serv-
ice, and community betterment. Always deeply
engaged in civic affairs, she participated in the
Mokelumne Hill Elementary School Parents
Club, Mokelumne Hill Community Club, St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church Altar Soci-
ety, Calaveras County Historical Society,
Calaveras County Democratic Club and Cen-
tral Committee, Calaveras County American
Association of University Women, Mokelumne
Hill Community Historical Trust, and the
Mokelumne Hill History Society. She volun-
teered as a Cub Scout leader and Catechism
teacher, served as a foreman on the
Calaveras Grand Jury, and became a Board
Member for the Mark Twain St. Joseph Foun-
dation. She was a devout Catholic and lifelong
parishioner of the St. Thomas Aquinas Church
in Mokelumne Hill, which afforded other oppor-
tunities to engage and enrich the community.
Whether she was serving at the Calaveras
Women’s Shelter, the Mokelumne Hill History
Center, or the Calaveras County Museum, she
readily and enthusiastically donated her time,
heart, and energy to the people and places
around her.

A civic leader, Mary Jane was honored by
the Phi Beta Phi Fraternity in recognition of 75
years of membership, earning the honor of in-
duction into the Diamond Arrow Society. In
2009, she was named the State of California
“Woman of the Year” by her son, JOHN
GARAMENDI, who was California Lieutenant
Governor at the time. Her contributions to edu-
cation, agriculture, and government also
helped earn an honor for the Garamendi fam-
ily by the Calaveras County Fair & Jumping
Frog Jubilee.

For Mary Jane, life itself was an act of joy
and remembering. This shone through her
commitment to the preservation of her rich
Irish-Italian heritage and her careful studying
of the Pitto and McSorley family histories.
When Ray passed away in 1991, Mary Jane
oversaw the family ranch alongside her son,
Robert, allowing the working traditions to con-
tinue uninterrupted. The Ranch, which re-
ceived a California Agriculture Heritage Award
in 2005, is now in its 152nd year of operation,
spanning six generations and lending a sense
of tradition and timelessness to the family’s
weddings, reunions, and Christmas parties.

Mary Jane was a friend, a global adven-
turer, and the best sports enthusiast her chil-
dren and grandchildren could ever hope for.
Mary Jane’s love and legacy continue on in
the spirit, vigor, and joy of her 21 grand-
children and 35 great-grandchildren. She will
be remembered for her unconditional love, her
interminable commitment to service, and the
popsicles she kept stocked in the freezer for
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the children to enjoy after summer swims. Re-
flecting back on her proud gold country herit-
age, her many years of good health, her large
and ever-growing family, she would often say,
“I am a very lucky lady.” We were lucky to
have known her, and are filled with gratitude
for the opportunity to honor such a full and
profound life.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WOMEN LEAD-
ERS OF GUN VIOLENCE PREVEN-
TION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, in honor of Women’s History
Month, | would like to take a moment to honor
a few women from New York who were trail-
blazers of the gun violence prevention move-
ment.

Barbara Hohlt, Tina Johnstone, Ellen
Freudenheim, and Robyn Ringler are founders
of and volunteers with New Yorkers Against
Gun Violence who worked tirelessly to pass
the original Brady Bill in 1993, which strength-
ened federal background checks on firearms
purchasers. These women, along with my con-
stituent Donna Dees-Thomases, and countless
others went on to organize the historic “Million
Mom March” which will celebrate its 15 year
milestone this year on Mother’s Day.

These volunteers and activists are the back-
bone of the movement for sensible gun laws
and safer communities. With the leadership of
these courageous women and others like
them, New York has taken important steps to
improve our gun safety laws, including requir-
ing background checks on all gun sales. It is
critical that Congress follow through on sen-
sible reforms to close existing loopholes, pre-
vent accidental handgun deaths, and provide
law enforcement with the necessary resources
to keep dangerous firearms out of the wrong
hands.

In keeping with the theme of this Women’s
History Month: “Weaving the Stories of Wom-
en’s Lives,” | would like to enter into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD the testimony of one
mother in particular, Karin Wilson. She was a
talented Brooklyn artist who in 2005 delivered
these words before the United Nations. If you
take the time to read her words, you’ll under-
stand the toll of gun violence on our society
and the need for bold action in Congress.

No CHILD’S LIFE SHOULD END WITH A BANG
KARIN WILSON, MILLION MOM MARCH, BROOKLYN
ADDRESS TO THE UNITED NATIONS JULY 2005

I lost my beloved son, my only child Chris-
tian on December 3, 1999. Just 28 days after
he turned 19, he was a man-child, not quite
an adult but past adolescence. The millen-
nium came in a way I could have never imag-
ined. The pain is indescribable; the mag-
nitude of my loss makes me inconsolable.
I’ve been wronged and robbed! I'm from the
United States, I live in the state of New
York, born and raised in the Borough of
Brooklyn, which is just across the river from
here. The U.S. is one of the most powerful
and technologically advanced countries on
this planet. We haven’t fought a war in this
country since the American Civil War, a war
that was fought from 1861-1865.

Yet in my neighborhood and in many oth-
ers in this country we hear gun shots at
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night. Parents start doing silent headcounts
of their children after hearing the sounds of
gun shots. We have neighbors, friends and
family members who were killed or maimed
with a firearm. Because of my son’s death I
became part of the largest grassroots anti-
gun violence movement in the United States.

Let me tell you how my life has changed.
I won’t have the comfort of my son looking
after me in my old age. I won’t have my son
around making sure I'm eating well, taking
my medications properly, taking care of my
bills, making sure that my house is warm in
winter, and sidewalks shovelled and de-iced
when it snows. I don’t have any more gradua-
tions to attend, or opportunities to applaud
successful career achievements. I no longer
hear funny stories or jokes (and I was told
my son was one of the funniest guys around,
he kept people laughing and feeling good.)
But worst of all I can’t look or touch him
anymore.

When you people leave here, and fly back
home to your country, you probably have
wives and husbands, children and grand-
children. You know it’s through our children
we get a little bit of immortality. You know
your face, your body type, your values are
going to be around long after you’re gone
. . . because of your children. Children are
our legacy.

Well I was robbed. And it looks like I won’t
have a legacy now. My face, my body type,
my values will probably disappear when I
die. It doesn’t look like any part of me will
appear in the future. In the next century it
will be as if I never, ever existed. And, that’s
pretty sad.

I've learned that there is nothing definite,
overt action to overcome the inertia of grief.
Most of us have someone who needs us. If we
haven’t, we can find someone! So instead of
praying for the strength to survive, I prayed
for the strength to give away.

I joined the MILLION MOM MARCH. I
went from being a victim of gun violence to
a survivor of gun violence. And, now I'm an
advocate for survivors. I'm thoroughly com-
mitted to saving other children. Though I
couldn’t save my own child’s life, I'm going
to do all I can to save yours.

I know it is possible to reduce the number
of deaths and injuries caused by gun vio-
lence. Our children have the right to grow up
in environments free from the threat of gun
violence. My son certainly had that right
which he didn’t get.

Our children want to grow old. All humans
have the right to be safe from gun violence
in their homes, neighborhoods, schools and
places of work and worship.

Gun violence is a public health crisis of
global proportions that harms not only the
physical, but the spiritual, social and eco-
nomic health of our families and commu-
nities.

The Million Mom March has a slogan,
which I subscribe to 100 percent: ‘“No child’s
life should end with a bang”’.

I am trying to understand why my child
had to die by gunshot, but I don’t under-
stand. I know that you people listening to
me have very powerful positions in your gov-
ernments, and you’ll probably never cross
paths with women like me again. So I im-
plore to listen compassionately to what we
have said today.

If I had one wish, it would be that all gov-
ernments would monitor the manufacture
and distribution of firearms and bullets with
the same degree of care that they use to
monitor the removal of nuclear waste from
reactors.

We have an opportunity to change laws
and create real accountability on these
items. We have to stand up now and be
counted on to do the right thing!
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RECOGNIZING THE KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to all of the victims of the
Khojaly Massacre which occurred on February
26, 1992 in the small Azerbaijani town of
Khojaly. The Khojaly Massacre claimed six
hundred and thirteen innocent civilians and re-
mains one of the most devastating acts of vio-
lence in South Caucasus history. To date the
fate of one hundred and fifty Khojaly civilians
remain unknown.

Due to the rising tensions between Armenia
and Azerbaijan there are countless casualties
and innocent lives taken daily. More so than
ever the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict calls for
fair, political, and comprehensive settlement in
order to encourage multi-national stability and
economic prosperity. As co-chair of the Minsk
Group, the United States remains devoted to
working with both sides to achieve these
goals. As we honor the victims of the Khojaly
Massacre we must stay committed to working
together to protect the human rights of all.

STOP TARGETING FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | voted on
Wednesday, March 25, in favor of H. Con.
Res. 27, authored by Budget Committee
Chairman ToM PRICE, because it is my belief
that Congress has a responsibility to address
our nation’s fiscal crisis.

This proposal is simply a visionary docu-
ment and a way forward in the budgetary
process so we can continue the debate about
the financial challenges our country faces and
return to funding the government through reg-
ular order.

Like last year's proposal, the budget plan for
FY 2016 calls for significant reductions in dis-
cretionary spending, reduced taxes and the
full repeal of the President’s costly health care
reform law. It proposes a balanced budget in
less than 10 years and recognizes that we can
no longer ignore the ftrillions of dollars in man-
datory spending on entitlement programs that
almost completely consume our nation’s budg-
et.

This year's plan also asks Members of Con-
gress to again lead by example by cutting
their own pay, benefits and office budgets in
the quest to reduce our debt and put this na-
tion on sound financial footing.

Further, the proposal protects our nation’s
defense and security forces. | have repeatedly
said that we must get serious about the na-
tional security threats that exist in this world
and what is required of our forward presence
and response forces.

This budget gives the United States the
flexibility and capabilities that are essential to
the rebalance of our security posture toward
the Asia Pacific, our enduring security commit-
ments in the Middle East, and the need to re-
spond to contingency operations around the
globe.
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Our nation has no greater asset than the
folks who have served and are currently serv-
ing our nation, both military and civilian alike.
Their dedication and service to our nation is
unwavering and it is important that Congress
provide the best equipment, training, and com-
pensation so these men and women can meet
their duties in full. The House budget plan re-
stores national security spending and helps
our defense maintain its current strength.

These are all measures that | have and will
continue to support; however, it is dis-
appointing that this proposal, just as in past
budget proposals, unfairly targets only one
group of Americans for additional sacrifices:
the civilian federal workforce.

| have serious concerns that this resolution
again forces federal employees to contribute
more towards their retirement, approximately
six percent, which is the equivalent of a pay
cut, and eliminates their defined benefit retire-
ment plan for deficit reduction purposes. It
also goes farther than previous budget plans
by proposing to decrease the rate of return on
the Thrift Savings Plan’s Government Securi-
ties Fund (G Fund).

America’s First District is full of hardworking
and dedicated citizens who serve the people
of this nation every day, such as on the front
lines of the War on Terror or in support roles
for our military. Still others provide invaluable
services at places such as VA hospitals, can-
cer and Alzheimer’s research laboratories, and
law enforcement agencies such as the FBI
and DEA. And yet, federal civilian employees
continue to see their pay cut and their benefits
reduced on nearly every occasion.

Federal employees have already endured a
three-year pay freeze; furloughs due to se-
questration; and were required to not work be-
cause of indecision and political gamesman-
ship that resulted in a government shutdown
on October 1, 2013 lasting 16 days. In addi-
tion, employees hired since 2012 have seen
required contribution increases to their retire-
ment, bringing our federal workers’ total sac-
rifice to date to $159 billion over ten years.

It is because of these sacrifices that | sup-
ported legislation to allow furloughed workers
to receive back pay for time out of work during
the 2013 shutdown. In addition, | introduced
the Federal Employee Combat Zone Tax Par-
ity Act, which would extend the tax credit
available to military personnel who serve in
combat zones to the civilian federal employ-
ees that work alongside them.

Congress charges federal employees with
important duties and expects these duties to
be performed with the highest caliber of exper-
tise, but rather than being recognized for their
service, these public servants see their salary
and benefits continually used as a pawn in the
game of politics. We continue to ask our fed-
eral civilian workforce to do more with less.

According to data collected by the Office of
Personnel Management's Federal Employee
Viewpoint Survey, there has been a decline in
federal employee job and workplace satisfac-
tion for the fourth consecutive year. A score
sheet compiled by the Partnership for Public
Service shows that government-wide, federal
employee job satisfaction and commitment fell
0.9 points in 2014 to a score of 56.9 out of
100. Morale among our nation’s civilian federal
workforce is at a historical low and these con-
tinued attacks keep the highly-skilled and ex-
perienced people we need from seeking a fed-
eral job.
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Enough is enough.

| am fully ready and willing to enact deeper
cuts to my own salary, benefits and congres-
sional operations, which are provisions in-
cluded in this year's budget, but we must stop
singling out federal employees simply because
Congress continually fails to address the out-
of-control spending.

There is no question that our nation must
get its spending in order, and federal employ-
ees have been and are certainly willing to con-
tinue to do their part to help in this effort.

Their daily contributions to their fellow citi-
zens and to the cause of freedom are simply
innumerable, and yet during deficit reduction
debate over the last several years, federal em-
ployees have been asked to contribute much
more than their fair share. Our federal civilian
employees live a life of selfless service and
they deserve our appreciation.

Mr. Speaker, | voted in support of H. Con.
Res. 27 because it is Congress’ constitutional
duty to budget and appropriate. Congress
must get back to regular order. Congress does
our federal employees no favors when gov-
erning by continuing resolution and through
crisis management. We must bring more cer-
tainty to the annual federal appropriations
process.

This budget proposal is a means for Con-
gress to further discuss our country’s fiscal
challenges, but | will continue to push for def-
icit reduction efforts in the future that focus
more realistically on addressing the true driv-
ers of our debt, rather than targeting those
who serve their nation every day.

HONORING MS. JOSIE BACALLAO
HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Ms. Josie Bacallao, an outstanding indi-
vidual in the South Florida community.

Ms. Bacallao is currently President and
CEO of Hispanic Unity of Florida (HUF).
Founded more than 30 years ago by commu-
nity leaders, HUF was formed to ease the ac-
culturation transition for immigrants from other
nations. Today, this nonprofit organization pro-
vides assistance, through 19 programs, to
Broward’'s diverse community. HUF remains
the county’s largest agency dedicated to the
immigrant population, providing them with the
tools they need to build a new life. Having
been born in Cuba, raised in South Florida,
and educated at Florida International Univer-
sity, no one is better suited to lead this organi-
zation.

Prior to her work at HUF, Ms. Bacallao was
Vice President/Marketing Director for the Sun-
Sentinel Company and worked for The Miami
Herald/el Nuevo Herald as their VP/Marketing
for more than 20 years. Beyond her profes-
sional background and work, she also sits on
the board of CareerSource Broward, Greater
Ft Lauderdale Alliance, and the Advisory
Board of Florida Blue. She is a member of the
Ft Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, and the
Broward Chamber of Nonprofit Organizations.

Throughout her career Ms. Bacallao has
been recognized for her achievements. She
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was honored with the Silver Medallion from
National Conference for Community and Jus-
tice; was named to the Broward County Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame; and received United Way
of Broward County’s Human Services Profes-
sional Award. Legal Aid and Service of
Broward County bestowed the Russell E. Car-
lisle Advocacy Award on Ms. Bacallao for her
work in creating pro bono immigration clinics.
She also received one of the most meaningful
awards of her career, The Jim Moran Founda-
tion Award, for her work leading a nonprofit or-
ganization.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Josie Bacallao for her continued service
to South Florida, and | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2016

SPEECH OF

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 27) establishing the budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year
2016 and setting forth appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2017 though 2025:

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chair, | would like to sub-
mit a letter that was signed by over 4,800 faith
leaders supporting the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus’ alternative budget.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: As clergy and faith
leaders of many faiths, we urge you to sup-
port The People’s Budget, introduced by the
co-chairs of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, Congressmen Keith Ellison and Raul
Grijalva. The Federal budget should reflect
our values and shared priorities, and we be-
lieve that this proposal achieves that goal.

The teachings of our respective faiths are
steeped in the understanding that we have a
communal responsibility to care for the
most vulnerable in society. Feeding the hun-
gry, clothing the naked, ensuring that all
workers receive a fair wage are not simply
policy positions: they are sacred obligations.

The People’s Budget would create des-
perately-needed, good paying jobs, repeal se-
quester and all Budget Control Act spending
caps and end Corporate Inversions that allow
U.S. companies to avoid paying taxes. The
Budget’s proposals invest in veterans,
women, communities of color and their fami-
lies and K-12 education. It expands the
Earned Income Tax Credit and unemploy-
ment insurance and enhances the social safe-
ty net. It reauthorizes the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) and implements
comprehensive immigration reform, includ-
ing a pathway to citizenship. In short, The
People’s Budget, if passed, would set our na-
tion back on the path toward a fair and
healthy economy.

These priorities were among those laid out
by the Washington, DC Interfaith commu-
nity in releasing our own Faithful Budget,
which lays out how government spending
could align with these moral priorities:
http:/bit.ly/faithful-budget. The ‘‘People’s
Budget’” echoes many of the key proposals
outlined in the Faithful Budget, so we’re
proud to support it. You can read more about
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the ‘“‘People’s Budget”
http:/bit.ly/peoples-budget.

Our government should serve all of its citi-
zens. By bolstering the social safety net for
those who most need it and prioritizing
measures that reduce the growing inequality
in our nation, The People’s Budget does just
that, and it deserves the support of Congress.
We urge you to vote for it when it comes to
the House Floor.

Thank you for your consideration.

———

A TRIBUTE TO LINDSAY MOSER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Lindsay
Moser for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Lindsay has the determination and drive to
be successful in all that she does, and her ex-
emplary work with Principal Financial Group
Inc. is a testament to that. As the Campus and
Diversity & Inclusion Manager for Principal Fi-
nancial Group, Lindsay is passionate about
going the extra mile. Lindsay’s outstanding
work ethic and dedication to service, both pro-
fessionally and personally, makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Lindsay in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud her for utilizing her
talents to better both her community and the
great State of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Lindsay
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2015
Forty Under 40 class a long and successful
career.

here:

——————

REMEMBERING ANDREW dJ.
PARISE, MAYOR OF THE VIL-
LAGE OF CEDARHURST, NY

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Mr. Andrew Parise, the long-
time mayor of the Village of Cedarhurst who
passed away last month at the age of 90. A
decorated veteran of World War I, Mayor
Parise fought in the Battle of the Bulge and
personally bore witness to the atrocities of the
Holocaust when his division liberated the Bu-
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chenwald Concentration Camp. After the war,
Mayor Parise returned home and spent 60
years as a decorated public servant, fully de-

voted to his neighbors and his community.
| wish to share the following essay by Rabbi
Mordechai Kamenetzky, remembering Mayor
Parise as a man who led by example, who
welcomed human beings of all religions, races
and ethnicities and created a spirit of equality
and inclusiveness in the Cedarhurst commu-

nity that will live on long after his passing.

[From AMI Magazine, Feb. 18, 2015]

A MAYOR To REMEMBER
(By Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky)

I went back to the shtetl last week. You
know, like the fellows who go back to Hun-
gary or Poland 50 years after the war, the
ones who left when they were little kids.
When they get there, though, it’s a different
shtetl.

Of course, some of their old neighbors are
still there. You know, the Januariuszes and
the Stanislaws in Poland and the Andrashes
and Ferkos in Hungary. There they are mill-
ing around, looking at you with a mixture of
disdain and curiosity, and you’re not exactly
sure what you’re doing there either.

Still, there’s something that always draws
a person back to his beginnings. What is it?
Maybe it’s a longing for ‘“‘your land, your
birthplace and the house of your father”
that even pogroms, concentration camps and
ruthless natives can’t repress.

You are wondering, I am sure, where I
went. No, it was not the little village of
Tzitivyan in Lithuania, nor was it Dolhinov,
Minsk or even Ostrov.

I went back to the world in which I was
born and raised, before it was transformed
into a vastly different universe. A remnant
of that world was compressed and trans-
planted into a funeral home in Lynbrook,
Long Island, where my father and I went to
pay our respects to the old neighborhood and
its colorful characters.

Andrew Parise, our backyard neighbor for
58 years, and the mayor of the Village of
Cedarhurst since 1995, passed away last
week. At a time when Jews were a minority
in Woodmere and Cedarhurst—and Orthodox
Jews almost nonexistent—Mayor Parise
opened his arms and embraced us warmly.

Mr. Parise was loved and revered by every-
one. Possibly the oldest active mayor in the
United States, he commanded respect; in-
deed, no one ever referred to him as anything
other than ‘‘the mayor,” It was, lehavdil, al-
most like ‘‘the rosh yeshivah.”

It’s hard for city folks to relate to a mayor
who rode around in an older Lincoln Town
Car with a license plate reading
“CEDMAYOR,” stopping to kibbitz with the
locals, and offering rides to people when it
rained. He implored my father and me to cut
through his backyard to shorten our Shabbos
walk to shul, and worked diligently on solv-
ing zoning problems for the myriad
shtiebelach popping up on village street cor-
ners.

It was gentiles like Andy Parise who facili-
tated the harmonious transformation of
Cedarhurst, a very secular town that, along
with four other similar villages, burgeoned
into the Orthodox community known as the
Five Towns.

My trip to the funeral home in Lynbrook
was a trip back in time, as I met so many
players of the original five shtetlach there,
people whose influence and presence were so
prominent when I was a kid.

Of course, joining me in the room was my
father and an Avi, an Asher and an Ari,
much younger than I and strangers to the
past to which I'd come to pay my respects.
Still, for the most part it was the universe of
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the pre-frum Five Towns, when the Nickys,
Jimmys, Tonys, Joeys and Jesses dominated.
If T closed my eyes I could almost hear my
father pleading and cajoling to get the gar-
bage picked up, the zoning approved or the
unions to back off.

In those days, the Italians ran the town.
Orthodox Jews were an anomaly; a yarmulke
was such a strange sight on Central Avenue
that I remember distinctly tugging on my
mother’s sleeve whenever I saw another one
and shouting, ‘“‘Look, Ma! He’s wearing a
yarmulke!”’

As I made my way up to the front of the
room in search of the Parise children I was
stopped by Nick Fabrizio. When I was a kid
he was a bus driver; now he owns the bus
company. It was one of the largest inde-
pendent bus companies in our area. While he
still comes into the business every day he
has passed most of the reins—or the wheels—
over to his son Michael. ‘“Hey! Rabbi!”’ he
called out. ‘“‘How’s your pop? I remember
how he used to call me at five o’clock in the
morning on snow days, pleading with me to
pick up the kids even though the public
schools were closed!”” He was interrupted by
Nicky DeSibio, whose father, affectionately
known as Uncle Pete, used to be a big Repub-
lican politician.

“What a loss,” he said, shaking his head.
“Were you aware that I did all the zoning
work for you guys when your father had all
these problems with the yeshivah back in
the day?”’ Then he spotted my elderly father
and hugged him. ‘““‘Rabbi! I was just telling
your son. . .”

He was relating some of his ‘“‘war stories”
when a voice rang out as if we were standing
at a wedding. ‘“Hey! It’s Mutty!” Yes, that
was my sobriquet well before my hair turned
gray. ‘‘I’'ve never forgotten you! How’s your
dad? How’s Tzqueaky?’ pronouncing my
brother Zvi’s name the exact same way all
the kids, as well as Mr. Shave, our Irish ten-
ant, used to. It was David Parise, the young-
est of Andy’s three kids, as enthusiastic and
warm as always.

I could remember myself as a seven-year-
old kid with a large yarmulke, watching the
older fellows, Parise, Ferguson, Collins and
Newman, playing stickball. They always let
me play with them and never made fun of my
head covering or my religion. And I can’t re-
member a negative remark against Leroy
Collins, the first and only black kid in the
neighborhood. I even joined them on some of
their mischievous adventures at the
Cedarhurst railroad station, which by to-
day’s standards are rather innocuous, but I
would still rather not mention.

David was peppering me with questions
and I was asking him if he knew whatever
happened to the rest of the gang. All of a
sudden my mind was in a 50-year-old place,
filled with Farinas, Lanzilottas and
DiLorenzos. As the names came swirling
back at me I wondered: Why hadn’t I experi-
enced all the anti-Semitism I'd heard so
much about?

Then my eyes glanced at the mayor, lying
in repose in a half-opened coffin, next to the
myriad medals he’d received fighting the
Nazis and liberating Buchenwald, including a
Purple Heart. I thought about the tone he’d
set for his family and for all of his friends.

When asked, he was proud to talk about
his experiences. ‘“When we got to Buchen-
wald, there were no live people left; maybe a
few. Mostly there were large pits filled with
skeletons. General Eisenhower wanted us to
g0 into the concentration camps so we could
be witnesses to Hitler’s atrocities.”

I thought of the early years, when he’d em-
braced my father’s presence and vision for
the town. I thought of all the times my fa-
ther went to him to take care of a ‘‘prob-
lem.”
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I also remembered hearing stories from
other rabbis, some of whom arrived years
later. Rabbi Aryeh Ginzberg once related
how the mayor had refused to let him sit on
a folding chair in his office, insisting on
schlepping in a big comfortable leather one
for him. “My rabbi doesn’t sit on a folding
chair if I can do anything about it,”” he said.

The Mayor would always visit our sukkah,
and I heard that after my parents started
going away for Yom Tov he continued the
tradition by visiting the sukkah of Rabbi
Zalman Wolowik, the local Chabad shaliach.
When Rabbi and Rebbetzin Wolowik were sit-
ting shivah for their son, Levi Yitzchak, the
mayor visited every day.

Somehow, he always managed to figure out
a way to make things work, whether it was
a shul having a problem with zoning laws or
trying to get additional parking spaces. His
favorite motto was something like the
Gemara’s ‘‘koach d’heteira adif’’: ‘‘Some
people in authority express power by saying
no. I express it by saying yes.”

As I looked at the medals I thought of
what it must have been like for an Italian
kid fighting the Nazis and liberating the
Jews.

I also reflected on how the towns and the
landscape have changed. Orthodox Jews are
now on the board of local villages; the dep-
uty (and soon to be) mayor of Cedarhurst is
a trustee of the Young Israel of Woodmere.
Torah-observant citizens make up the major-
ity of the school board.

I glanced at the coffin and the medals, and
the Purple Heart. Being among all the people
who had treated my father and our family
with such warmth and accommodation, I
thought, “I may have gone back to the
shtetl of my youth, but I was not with the
Lithuanian, Polish or Hungarian collabo-
rators.” I was in the presence of the soldiers,
and their children who are fighting the Nazis
until this very day.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 36TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to recognize a very impor-
tant day in U.S.-Taiwan relations. April 10th
marks the 36th anniversary of the Taiwan Re-
lations Act (TRA). This important statute has
been critical in defining the diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and strategic relationship we have en-
joyed with Taiwan over the last four decades.
The TRA has strengthened our relationship
and helped to encourage a particularly strong
economic partnership. Over the course of the
last few decades, Taiwan has created a thriv-
ing and innovative economy that most coun-
tries around the world envy. Taiwan plays a
critical role in the supply of everyday products
and is fully integrated in the global economy.

Also, as we near the 70th Anniversary of
the end of the Second World War, it is just
and appropriate that we remember the Repub-
lic of China’s important contributions to the al-
liance that defeated fascist militarism in that
heroic struggle.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to many more
decades of cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan. | am also confident that if
we continue to enhance our economic rela-
tionship with this fellow republic, the dynamic

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

partnership that we’ve built together will con-
tinue to thrive in the future.

TRIBUTE TO ARJUN KUNJILWAR
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Arjun  Kunjilwar attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
in your opinion, why is it important to be in-
volved in the political process?

VOTING: A POWERFUL WAY TO GET INVOLVED IN
THE POLITICAL PROCESS

During the time when the US Constitution
was first proposed, why was it important
that every one of the 13 states ratified it?
There wasn’t a need for a unanimous vote,
but there was a need for unity and full co-
operation. In a similar sense, while voting on
an issue doesn’t have to be undisputed, it
represents a loyalty and adherence to the
American belief of democracy where indi-
vidual voices and opinions can be freely ex-
pressed. Every citizen should vote in any
election because individual beliefs can unite
together to achieve anything desired. A vote
can represent so many things. It has the
power to magnify one’s voice so that it can
be heard by others. It can help drive change
when many are put together. It signifies a
person’s concern and perspective of what ac-
tions will lead to improvement. It can unite
a group of people to help work towards a cer-
tain goal.

In today’s society, presidential election
voting seems to have lost some of its impor-
tance. Since 2004, while the number of people
who are eligible to vote has increased by
18,000 (attributed to increasing population),
the number of people who actually fill out
the ballot has increased only about 7,000, and
the percent of the population that actually
does vote has dropped about 2%. In a society
that constantly focuses on what can be im-
proved, voting provides the stimulus for
change. People may choose not to vote be-
cause they don’t feel as if their opinion will
cause or spark anything. Yet, voting is the
most efficient tool in the hands of the public
that can steer the nation in the direction
they desire. It also allows the governing bod-
ies to know what is exactly expected of them
and keeps them in check. Voting therefore,
represents an unalienable role in the govern-
ment, and should be considered as an impor-
tant duty of every citizen.

Finally the right to vote it is the greatest
symbol of any democracy where the freedom
to make choices will always prevail. While
the voting process might not give every cit-
izen his or her vision of a perfect society,
those who choose to vote express a loyalty to
their nation and the want to have it func-
tioning perfectly. So while all votes might
not be needed to determine a majority,
doesn’t each and every one of them have
their own value?
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HONORING DAVID SHUFFLER

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as we give
pause this month to commemorate the innu-
merable contributions that African Americans
have made—and continue to make—to our
nation, | rise to honor a Bronx activist, orga-
nizer and impassioned voice for community
empowerment. It is with great pleasure and
admiration that | stand before you today to ap-
plaud Mr. David Shuffler for his many years of
compassionate public service and tireless
work to improve the lives of our community
residents.

Mr. Shuffler was born and raised in the
South Bronx where he continues to live, work,
and serve the community today. Mr. Shuffler is
the Executive Director at Youth Ministries for
Peace and Justice (YMPJ). YMPJ is a multi-
service, faith based, grassroots community or-
ganization located in the Bronx River/
Soundview sections of the Bronx that has
served the community with unwavering dedi-
cation for more than twenty years.

Mr. Shuffler began his career as a public
servant when he became a member at Youth
Ministries for Peace and Justice in the sum-
mer of 1994. Upon quickly joining the staff at
YMPJ, Mr. Shuffler became an integral part of
forming the original R.L.V.E.R. Team, which
led grassroots community organizing efforts
that resulted in victories like the creation of
Concrete Plant Park and Starlight Park.
Today, these parks offer more than thirty
acres of waterfront park space, and play a crit-
ical role in the realization of the South Bronx
Greenway. Mr. Shuffler was also a leader on
other important issue campaigns such as un-
employment and police reform. The breadth of
issues that David Shuffler has worked to
champion over the years speaks to the power
of his vision, and his commitment to ensuring
that the quality of life of individuals in our com-
munity is consistently improving.

Today, Mr. Shuffler continues to influence
various levels of government on a wide spread
of local issues. Over the course of his career
he has been able to secure over $50 million
dollars for community led efforts throughout
the city and helped move effective policy
which has directly benefitted some of the most
vulnerable individuals in our community. | am
grateful to Mr. Shuffler for his ongoing dedica-
tion to our community, and | am honored to
call him a fellow public servant.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mr. David Shuffler for his consistently
remarkable dedication to public service and
longstanding commitment to improving our
community.

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF JOHN
AMOROSO

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015
Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

congratulate Chief John Amoroso on his retire-
ment after four years of dedicated service as
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the Chief of Police to the people of Avenal,
California.

Chief Amoroso was born on June 10, 1956
in San Francisco, California. He graduated
from Abraham Lincoln High School in 1974.
He went on to attend the College of the Se-
quoias on a baseball scholarship, where he
earned an Associate of Science Degree.

In July 1976, Chief Amoroso married Susan
Brown. The couple would go on to have two
daughters, Amy and Melissa.

Chief Amoroso started his distinguished law
enforcement career in 1979 with the Hanford
Police Department (HPD). He served with the
department for nine years and earned the rank
of Sergeant before being hired by the Kings
County Sheriff's Office in 1988. In 1992, Chief
Amoroso was awarded a Medal of Valor for
his work in a SWAT mission that resulted in
the arrest of a double homicide suspect. Chief
Amoroso spent 21 years with the Kings Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office before retiring in December
2009.

On April 1, 2010, the City of Avenal hired
Chief Amoroso to establish Avenal’s first po-
lice department. In addition to hiring officers,
acquiring equipment, purchasing vehicles, and
facilitating officer training, he designed the
Ken Brown Public Safety Center where the
Avenal Police Department is located.

Chief Amoroso’s work to establish the
Avenal Police Department fully materialized on
November 15, 2010 when the Avenal Police
Department relieved the Kings County Sher-
iffs Office and assumed full responsibility for
law enforcement in the City of Avenal.

After dedicating his life to law enforcement,
Chief Amoroso is retiring on April 10, 2015.

Avenal and the entire Central Valley com-
munity have been extremely fortunate to have
a dedicated law enforcement officer such as
Chief Amoroso to ensure the wellbeing of their
community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Chief John Amoroso
for his thirty five years of dedicated law en-
forcement work in the Central Valley and con-
gratulating him on his recent retirement from
the Avenal Police Department.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JAIMIE MILLER-
ACKLEY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Jaimie
Miller-Ackley for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.
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Jaimie has the determination and drive to
be successful in all that she does, and her ex-
emplary work with lowa Credit Union Founda-
tion is a testament to that. As the Executive
Director of the lowa Credit Union Foundation,
Jaimie is passionate about going the extra
mile. Jaimie’s exemplary work ethic and dedi-
cation to service makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jaimie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Jaimie on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

HONORING WILLIE RENE LEFLORE
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Willie Rene Leflore.

Ms. Leflore is a lifetime resident of Sun-
flower County, Mississippi.

Ms. Leflore is a soldier encouraging others
to sign up and be counted. In her words,
“Gone are the days of nurturing, chopping,
hoeing, hauling water pails, getting up early,
catching Bill Henderson’s bus, etcetera, to
work from sun up to sun down for $3.15
daily”.

Growing up, Ms. Leflore wanted to be free
to enter the front doors of Labella Restaurant
and ride at the front of the Grey Hound Bus.
So, Ms. Leflore took a stand, and marched be-
side Cora Stone Johnson, Nelson Dotson,
John Richardson, Lene and others for her civil
rights.

Ms. Leflore is a soldier for what is right. She
believes in receiving the same privileges and
rights as other races. She believes that all
adults have their own mind to decide on what
they want to participate in as long as it is right.
She fought for that privilege. It was an ac-
quired desire to march beside others who
shared the same belief.

Ms. Leflore worked, never missing a day un-
less she was sick. When she became ill, she
had to retire. She has received numerous
commendations as a loyal supporter of all ath-
letic activities at Gentry High School. To this
day, she still uses the phone as her legs and
mouth, encouraging others to stand and show
themselves approved. She believes that
standing for what you believe in regardless, of
the odds against you, and the pressure that
tears at your resistance means courage, which
is what she had to constantly remind herself
of. She always kept a smile on her face, even
when on the inside she felt like dying. She
stopped at nothing. Doing what was instilled in
her heart, is to make another’s life a little more
bearable. When she was in the moment, she
was loyal, she wasn't selfish and she kept her
head high.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Willie Rene Leflore for her
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the African American community.
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IN RECOGNITION AND APPRECIA-
TION OF MR. LONNIE POWELL
AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO
KANSAS CITY’S ARTISTIC COM-
MUNITY

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to honor the contributions of Kansas
City Artist and Educator, Mr. Lonnie Powell.
Mr. Powell is a native of Missouri’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, which | proudly represent,
and his professional contributions continue to
enhance the skills of young artists, and have
united artists for the purpose of showcasing
talent. Additionally, his unique abilities have
created a treasure of expressive visual art. To
have the respect of one’s peers and the lead-
ership skills to make a significant difference in
one’s community is the rarest of gifts. But to
have the additional commitment, energy, and
desire to pursue and achieve one’s goals are
equally extraordinary qualities.

Mr. Powell’s artistic development began at a
young age, when he cultivated the desire to
draw and create using his pencil. Despite the
stress his father had placed on the importance
of trade skills for financial stability, after grad-
uating from Central High School in Kansas
City, Powell chose to pursue higher education.
He graduated from Lincoln University, in Jef-
ferson City, Missouri, in 1966 with a Bachelor
of Science in Art Education, and promptly
began his long career in education.

From 1966 to 1975, Powell taught art at
several schools in the Kansas City, Missouri
School District. He introduced his students to
different artistic techniques and delighted in
their individual creativity. Powell began work-
ing on his Master’'s Degree in Art Education at
Central Missouri State College and had com-
pleted 37 hours when the private sector en-
ticed him to leave teaching and join the cor-
porate world. At Xerox Corporation, he made
President’s Club, an honor reserved for the
upper echelon of the national sales force.
Though he had significant accomplishments,
and had received numerous awards, there
was little time left for creating art. He missed
the students and felt a pervading emptiness.
Therefore, after eight years in the corporate
world, Powell returned to his real passion,
teaching art. He has often said that he learned
from his students as much as they learned
from him. He quotes Pablo Picasso, “Every
child is an artist. The problem is how to re-
main an artist once we grow up.”

In 2000, Powell retired from teaching and
focused on his own artistic career. He is well
known for his visual narratives which illustrate
the subject’s feeling and glimpses into their
thoughts. Through mediums of oil, acrylics,
watercolor, pastels, and pencil, he exposes
the soul. For Powell, a finished piece is first
appreciated and then evaluated in order to
avoid complacency and continually strive to
improve.

In 2001, Lonnie Powell became the founder
and president of The Light in the Other Room.
This organization remains active and has
formed many partnerships in the name of art.
Powell had envisioned a collaborative of Afri-
can-American, Kansas City based artists that
would benefit both the community and partici-
pating artists. Powell says “The two greatest
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joys for me have been learning from each
other and causing a bit of a stir in the Kansas
City Area. We are very optimistic about our fu-
ture and the future of our beloved metropolitan
area.” His organization has worked with The
Greater Kansas City Links, The Jackson
County Links, Hatebusters Inc., The Epsten
Gallery, The Sister City Association of Kansas
City, Missouri, Central Missouri State Univer-
sity, William Jewell College, Vaughn Cultural
Center, and Portfolio Gallery and Education
Center of St. Louis, Missouri, to name a few.

Powell has participated in solo and group
exhibits at Ethnic Art Gallery, the Central Ex-
change, Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage
Center and Museum, The American Jazz Mu-
seum’s Changing Gallery, The Vine Street
Studio, The Review Studio and many others.
His creations have also been accepted in nu-
merous competitions around the country.

His exhibits at numerous colleges and uni-
versities include: Park University, Western
Missouri  University, Lincoln  University,
Rockhurst University (where he spent a year
as artist in residence from 1969 to 1970), The
University of Central Missouri, Avila College,
William Jewell College and the Kansas Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Powell’s art is in numerous private collec-
tions, as well as corporate collections includ-
ing: Sprint Nextel Corporation, H&R Block
Corporation, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas
City, Fishnet Corporation, Andrew/McMeel
Universal, Sports Association Management,
Inc., Truman Medical Center. The American
Jazz Museum, Nerman Museum of Contem-
porary Art (Oppenheimer Collection) and The
Mulvane Art Museum all have his art as part
of their permanent collections. Additionally, he
has some pieces in The Negro Leagues Base-
ball Museum’s permanent collection as well as
in their traveling exhibition, Shades of Great-
ness, which tours galleries and museums
across the country.

In 2005, Powell was awarded Signature
membership in the National Watercolor Soci-
ety. He won the NWS Combined Donors’ C
Award for his piece, South Sun. In 2006, he
was named one of the “Ones to Watch” by
Watercolor Magic Magazine (now Watercolor
Artist Magazine). In 2013, Powell was award-
ed “Best of Show”, at the Harlem X-Hibit,
Black Art in America.

One of Powell's most bittersweet experi-
ences took place in 2007 when he traveled
with Change the Truth to Kajjansi, Uganda.
There, he worked with the children of St. Mary
Kevin’'s Orphanage. This was a profound ex-
perience in which he first felt initial shock, see-
ing children with so very little. However, he will
tell you of the joy he came to know from work-
ing with these young children as many were
extremely talented. Powell says he found it
hard to leave his little students behind.

Powell is blessed with a wonderful family,
including his lovely wife, Brenda, their son,
Gregory, (and his wife, Tava) and a beautiful
granddaughter, Jaden.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and our col-
leagues in expressing our appreciation to Mr.
Lonnie Powell for his endless commitment to
our artistic community. He is not only a role
model for our artists, but he serves as an ex-
ample of how we can all live our lives. Mr.
Speaker, his art moves us and his contribu-
tions have enlightened our community.
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A TRIBUTE TO ANGIE PFANNKUCH
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Angie
Pfannkuch for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Angie has the determination and drive to be
successful in anything she does, and her ex-
emplary work with Olson Associates Inc. is a
testament to that. As Development Consultant
she utilizes her management abilities to de-
velop large land renovations in Des Moines to
revitalize historic areas. In her free time Angie
likes to dedicate herself to serving others. She
recently took a mission trip to Ghana to help
establish an orphanage, King Cares Inter-
national’s first project in Africa. In all aspects
of her life, Angie is an example of the hard
work and service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Angie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Angie on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

HONORING THE CITY OF MIAMI
BEACH ON ITS CENTENNIAL

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
it is with great pride that | rise today to recog-
nize the 100th anniversary of the City of Miami
Beach in Florida’s 23rd Congressional District.

Incorporated on March 26th, 1915, Miami
Beach took its place on the map with only a
handful of residents. Now home to nearly
100,000 people, the City of Miami Beach has
not only grown in population but in reputation.
This vacation paradise is an internationally
recognized tourist destination visited by mil-
lions each year. However, for as much as
Miami Beach is known for its fun and sun, it
has evolved into a hub for business and is a
trendsetter in the areas of arts and culture,
fine dining and entertainment.

More than 100 years ago, Miami Beach pio-
neers Carl Fisher, John Collins and the
Lummus brothers had a vision to develop a
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small island that could stand as a city in and
of itself. Combining their efforts, the Collins
Bridge, the longest wooden bridge in the world
at that time, was constructed to connect Mi-
ami’s mainland with this new island commu-
nity. And with just 33 registered voters, John
Newton Lummus was elected the city’s first
mayor. Soon thereafter, the building boom of
the 1920’s helped create the now historic and
famed Art Deco district, known to the world as
“South Beach.”

As a matter of fact, Miami Beach is home to
numerous sites in the National Register of His-
toric Places, from the Venetian Causeway to
the Fountainebleau Hotel to Beth Jacob Con-
gregation which now houses the Jewish Mu-
seum of Florida. The city’s various neighbor-
hoods are as distinct as its residents, from
South Beach to Mid Beach to North Beach,
Miami Beach radiates a true sense of commu-
nity.

Miami Beach has served as a cultural play-
ground for entertainers such as Jackie Glea-
son, Frank Sinatra and even The Beatles who
performed on the Ed Sullivan Show live from
the Deauville Hotel.

This month Miami Beach will celebrate its
Centennial with 100 hours of showcasing its
history and all the city has to offer, including
a performance by Miami Beach residents and
cultural icons Gloria Estefan, Barry Gibb and
Andrea Bocelli.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor for me to
represent the City of Miami Beach in our na-
tion’s capital. | thank Mayor Philip Levine, the
Members of the City Commission, and the
city’s staff for their many accomplishments
that have made the City of Miami Beach a
wonderful place to live, work, visit and raise a
family.

———
SUPPORT OF THE “HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DRONE ASSESSMENT

AND ANALYSIS ACT”

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of the “Homeland
Security Drone Assessment and Analysis Act.”

On January 27th, a small drone landed on
the grounds of the White House.

Thankfully, this incident did not threaten the
President or his family, as it was nothing more
than an ill-advised misadventure by a
hobbyist.

It did, however, raise serious questions
about the threat commercially available drones
may pose to individuals, infrastructure, and
our aviation system.

Recently, drones were observed flying over
sensitive assets in France, including nuclear
installations, the home of the French Presi-
dent, and near the United States Embassy.
These drone activities have raised concerns
about the security implications of the commer-
cial availability of small and medium sized
drones.

Undoubtedly, drones have great commercial
potential and their utility will aid our agricul-
tural sector and others in the decades to
come.

Even as drones have the potential for so
much good in the hands of a farmer, there is
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the risk that they will be used for ill in the
hands of someone who intends harm.

Last week, the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Management Efficiency, of which | am the
Ranking Minority Member, of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, held a hearing
regarding the potential security threats posed
by small and medium sized commercially
available drones.

During the hearing, we heard from experts
in the field regarding the need for DHS to act
as the Federal lead in researching the issue of
security vulnerabilities posed by small and me-
dium sized drones.

The witnesses described the need for DHS
to develop security policies and for DHS to
disseminate information to State, local, and
tribal law enforcement officials regarding how
such officials may bolster preparedness for
and responses to attacks perpetrated by com-
mercially available small and medium sized
drones.

| authored the “Homeland Security Drone
Assessment and Analysis Act” to address the
issues raised before the Subcommittee last
week and to ensure DHS serves as the lead
Federal department responsible for the secu-
rity issues raised by small and medium sized
drones.

The bill also requires DHS to conduct a
comprehensive risk assessment regarding
small and medium sized drones so that the
policies the Department and its components
develop are based on sound analysis and the
probable rather than the possible.

Finally, my bill will address the concerns we
heard from the President of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police regarding a
lack of information being disseminated regard-
ing how State, local, and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies should respond to potential
threats posed by drones.

It does so by mandating that the Secretary
of Homeland Security provide information to
State, local, and tribal law enforcement entities
regarding how to prepare for and respond to
potential threats posed by drones.

| urge my colleagues to support the “Home-
land Security Drone Assessment and Analysis
Act”.

TRIBUTE TO GREG IRVINE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Corona and Riverside County at large are
exceptional. Corona has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Greg Irvine is one
of these individuals. On April 15, 2015, Greg
will be honored for his dedicated service as he
ends his tenure as the Assistant City Manager
for the City of Corona.

Greg's work with the City of Corona began
in 1996 when he first served as the Assistant
City Treasurer. Greg was then promoted to In-
terim City Treasurer and would later be pro-
moted again to serve as Assistant General
Manager for the Department of Water and
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Power. Greg was then moved to be the As-
sistant to the City Manager and in August of
2004, he was appointed to Assistant City Man-
ager. It was in this capacity that he oversaw
public policy for the City of Corona which en-
compassed legislative advocacy and city com-
munications as well as marketing efforts.
Given his depth of experience through his
service as Assistant and Interim City Treas-
urer, he also had the executive responsibility
for the Finance Department. His knowledge
was helpful for Corona in steering through the
recession and has been commended by sev-
eral City Council Members. Additionally,
Greg'’s involvement in the community goes far
beyond the doors of City Hall. He has been an
active participant in numerous community
service organizations throughout Corona.

In light of all Greg Irvine has done for the
community of Corona, | wish him the best as
he embarks on his retirement. Greg’s tireless
passion for the community has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of Corona, Cali-
fornia. | am proud to call Greg a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. | know
that many community members are grateful
for his service and salute him as he ends his
time as Assistant City Manager for the City of
Corona.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,372,692,901.05. We've
added $7,525,495,643,987.97 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 1963
LEESBURG STOCKADE WOMEN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize fifteen outstanding women
who at a young age had the courage to take
a stand for their rights and were imprisoned
for it, enduring horrific conditions and cir-
cumstances while confined within a Civil War-
era abandoned stockade located deep in the
backwoods of Leesburg, Georgia. These
brave women will be honored at the 1963
Leesburg Stockade Women’s Honor Program.
This exceptional tribute, sponsored by the
Boys and Girls Club of Americus-Sumter
County, will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2015
at 1:00 p.m. at Georgia Southwestern State
University in Americus, Georgia.

Fifty-two years past, during a dark moment
in our nation’s history, fifteen valiant African-
American adolescent girls from Americus,
Georgia were unjustly imprisoned for their in-
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volvement in a peaceful Civil Rights protest in
their hometown. Taken to the abandoned
stockade, these girls, who were between 11
and 15 years of age, spent close to two
months in conditions that were, quite simply,
reprehensible. Deprived of clean water, ade-
quate nutrition, proper hygiene, contact with
their families, and other basic comforts, these
innocent girls suffered acute physical and psy-
chological turmoil as a result of their struggle
for equality. Such wounds do not heal easily
or quickly, yet even as cuts have turned to
scars, these passionate and fiercely deter-
mined women have overcome.

With this resiliency in mind, it is my privilege
to announce that these devoted citizens stand
together, ever courageous, to share their sto-
ries with the public for the first time. Ten indi-
viduals—Dr. Shirley Green-Reese, Willie Mae
Smith-Davis, Dr. Carol Barner Seay, Melinda
Jones Williams, Verna Hollis, Billie Jo Thorn-
ton Allen, Diane Dorsey-Bowens, Lula
Westbrooks Giriffin, Laura Ruff Saunders and
Emmarene Kaigler Streeter—will speak of
their experiences at the event, bringing vibrant
testimony to the turmoil and triumphs of the
Civil Rights Movement. The remaining five
women—Pearl Brown, Mattie Crittenden, San-
dra Russell Mansfield, Annie Lou Ragans
Laster, and Gloria Westbrooks Breedlove—are
now deceased but will also be honored and
remembered during the ceremony.

A number of local, state, and national fig-
ures, including Americus Mayor Barry Blount;
Senior Vice President of the Boys and Girls
Club of America, Dr. Damon A. Williams; and
Museum Specialist at the National Museum of
African American History and Culture, Debo-
rah Tulani Salahu-Din, will be present to com-
memorate the outstanding fortitude of these
remarkable women. Terrible though it was,
their ordeal continues to spread awareness for
the critical nature of Civil Rights across the
country and thankfully, their trials have not
been in vain.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in paying tribute to the enduring
spirits, the dignity, and the impact of these fif-
teen valiant women from Americus, Georgia.
They are living proof that the occurrences of
the past survive within us today. Let us always
be grateful to the 1963 Leesburg Stockade
Women who paved the way for a better today
and a brighter tomorrow for all Americans.

HONORING LUKE MOFFETT
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Luke Moffett attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: in
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your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

An organized and intentional government
is essential for any country to thrive and run
efficiently. However, in my opinion, the gov-
ernment can easily overstep its bounds and
become a catalyst for persecution and op-
pression. It is clear that the founding fathers
were very skeptical of—after years of de-
bate—creating a centralized government.
They realized that the very thing they
fought and died to rid themselves of can eas-
ily creep back into the delicate balance of
true democracy, actively nullifying their
painful sacrifices. When they finally had the
chance to establish their vision of a perfect
government, they immediately focused on
the concept of a small central government to
give the power back to the people. With the
terror of absolute rule fresh on their minds,
knowing the potential of a sovereign govern-
ment, these men realized what government’s
role truly should be. Because of this, the
founding fathers are the most influential fig-
ures in my view towards the government’s
role in my life and the lives of those around
me. I believe that the subsidies and programs
that accompany a large and powerful govern-
ment are far outweighed by its potential to
take all those things away in an instant. If
we allow the government to provide every-
thing for us, then we truly have no freedom
because we are ultimately bound to the large
government that provides everything we
need. Although this is extreme, it accurately
portrays the dangers of a large central gov-
ernment. Therefore, I firmly believe that
local and state governments should adopt a
larger role in the lives of the citizens within
their jurisdiction, coupled with a central
government that focuses on foreign affairs
and large international issues. On the con-
trary, the necessity of a central government
can easily be witnessed throughout history
and, therefore, cannot be overlooked. In the
United States’ establishment, the absence of
a central government led to turmoil, vio-
lence, and an obvious lack of organization.
The balance between local, state, and federal
government is fragile and difficult to set, yet
it is vital to the well-being of a nation.
Therefore, I believe that although govern-
ments may have good intentions, ultimately
governments lose sight of true freedom, and
because of that reason, a government should
never have the ability to micromanage my
life or limit my Constitutional freedoms.

HONORING THE CAREER OF J.
MICHAEL CRABTREE

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the long, distinguished career of
one of my good friends, J. Michael Crabtree,
who will be retiring this spring.

Michael has been a hardworking and re-
spected member of the education community
for more than 40 years. The time and dedica-
tion he devoted brought about significant posi-
tive change to the students and community of
Southern Nazarene University. Not only the
students, but professors, community members,
parents, and alumni greatly benefited from his
work. Michael’s different positions at the uni-
versity over the years allowed many to experi-
ence his diverse skill set and leadership quali-
ties. One of his recent accomplishments was
his helping to complete the nine million dollar
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Campaign for the Science effort for the J.D. &
Mary West Science Laboratory.

| have had the pleasure of knowing Michael
for many years. His recent positions at the
university demonstrate his ability to maintain
strong relationships and enhance school pro-
grams. Michael is retiring as Associate Vice
President for University Advancement where
his main focus was endowment development
and planned giving. He maintained and en-
hanced relationships with donors as well as
donor programs. His other roles at the school
included assistant to the president, Vice Presi-
dent for University Advancement, and execu-
tive director of university advancement among
others.

Michael also spent considerable time volun-
teering. He spent countless hours with organi-
zations and groups throughout the community
such as the Bethany Arts Council, Hugh
O’Brian Youth Leadership Foundation, and
Oklahoma City Civic Music Association along
with many others. He received the Manager of
the Year award in 1988 from Southern Naza-
rene University and “Service recognition for 35
years in higher education” in 2008.

| want to thank Michael for his time and de-
votion to better the school that | attended as
an undergraduate. His career will be remem-
bered for years to come by everyone involved
in the school and community.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the career of J. Michael Crabtree. | ask all of
my distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating this milestone in his remarkable life.

—

RECOGNIZING THE OPENING OF
THE LIVE4LALI CLINIC

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize Chelsea Laliberte and Jody
Daitchman, as well as the other hardworking
volunteers, on the opening of the Live4Lali
clinic in Arlington Heights, lIl.

In the Chicago suburbs, somebody dies of a
heroin overdose every three days. Cheaper
than cigarettes and more accessible than alco-
hol, heroin has become a plague on our sub-
urbs. Ms. LaLiberte and Ms. Daitchman recog-
nized that our community and suburbs across
the country are struggling with this epidemic,
and they have taken bold and courageous ac-
tion to prevent people from falling victim to
drug abuse.

Their efforts have already saved countless
lives and the Live4Lali clinic will undoubtedly
save countless more. | offer my deepest
thanks for their work in helping to strengthen
our community, and | urge the Members of
this House to help us empower these agents
of change by getting drug abuse prevention
programs the funding they need.

HONORING MARGARETTE PURVIS

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
honor of Black History Month to recognize the
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important contributions made by African-Amer-
icans across the nation. African-Americans
have made countless contributions to our
country and made many great sacrifices for
this great nation, and nowhere is the power,
heritage, and vibrance of this community more
visible than in New York City. It is with great
pleasure that | stand before you today to
honor one of our local champions, Ms.
Margarette Purvis, for her many years of ad-
vocacy and work to better the lives of families
across our community.

Ms. Purvis leads Food Bank For New York
City, the country’s largest food bank serving
one out of every five New Yorkers. In this role,
Ms. Purvis has led the strategic vision for all
of Food Bank’s operations, philanthropy and
programming, including the organization’s city-
wide food distribution system and member
network of over 1,000 charities and schools. In
addition, Ms. Purvis, who has more than 20
years of experience in services to our nation’s
most vulnerable, was selected by Governor
Andrew Cuomo to chair the New York State
Anti-Hunger Task Force, where she’s leading
the drafting of recommendations for better co-
ordination of hunger relief services and poli-
cies throughout the state.

Ms. Purvis has held numerous prestigious
positions before assuming her current role.
She was CEO and Principal of PCG Services,
an Atlanta-based firm. PCG developed and
implemented social and philanthropic program-
ming and branding strategies for businesses,
notables, nonprofits and government agencies.
She was also the Vice President of National
Programming at Points of Light Foundation,
leading the launch and implementation of its
multimillion dollar programs and civic engage-
ment units while overseeing large-scale dis-
aster initiatives in response to Hurricane
Katrina. Prior to each of these Ms. Purvis
served her first term at Food Bank as the or-
ganization’s Vice President of Programs and
Services where for five years she developed
national award-winning programs, including
the Education Institute and Kids Café pro-
grams.

The common thread through all of
Margarette Purvis’ professional endeavors is a
strong passion for others; particularly, a pas-
sion for prioritizing the needs of our commu-
nity’s most vulnerable individuals who are not
always able to advocate for themselves. This
allegiance to fighting the good fight for those
who are unable to fight for themselves is pre-
cisely what makes Ms. Purvis such a remark-
able leader. | am honored to help serve a
community that counts such a fierce advocate
as an ally, and look forward to continuing to
work with Ms. Purvis to serve those in need.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Ms. Margarette Purvis for her tireless
effort and devotion to helping our community.

A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL MORMAN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Michael
Morman for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.
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Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Michael has the determination and talent to
be successful in all that he does, and his work
with Shive-Hattery Inc. is a testament to that
commitment. As an Architect and Project Man-
ager for Shive-Hattery, Michael is able to pur-
sue a personal passion of his in his profes-
sional life. He maintains an active schedule
outside work, volunteering for numerous orga-
nizations, including the Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Michael in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud him for utilizing his
talents to better both his community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Michael
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2015
Forty Under 40 class a long and successful
career.

CONGRATULATING JOHN SUTTON
HON. LARRY BUCSHON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate 8th district’ constituent, John Sut-
ton of Worthington, Indiana and former Army
Specialist 4th Class. Mr. Sutton was awarded
the Soldier's Medal for heroically rescuing a
fellow solider from the burning wreckage of
their downed helicopter on September 3,
1969. Even though Mr. Sutton was seriously
injured, he and the surviving co-pilot bravely
returned to the burning wreckage to pull the
pilot, who lost both of his legs in the crash, to
safety.

The Soldier's Medal is the highest medal
awarded to enlisted Army personnel for non-
combat related acts of valor. Mr. Speaker, |
join my fellow Americans in thanking Mr. Sut-
ton for his act of true bravery and selfless-
ness. He is well deserving of this high honor.

——

HONORING EDDIE WILLIAMS, SR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Eddie Williams, Sr.

Before joining the clergy nearly 35 years
ago, the Rev. Eddie Williams, Sr. already was
a trailblazer in the Port City and had dedicated
his life to helping others.

Born July 21, 1931, on Dent Street, in
Greenville, Mississippi, Mr. Williams would go

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

on to become his native city’s first black radio
announcer.

He attended Sacred Heart Elementary
School and Coleman High School before con-
tinuing his education at the Greenville Indus-
trial College.

After graduating, Williams in 1951 enlisted
in the U.S. Army and served as a medic in
Korea.

He was honorably discharged in 1953 and
briefly lived in Detroit where, he said, he first
saw a somewhat integrated world. “It was a
northern city, so it was definitely better there.”
Williams said, “At the time here, we had black
and white waiting rooms.”

Still, Williams returned to his hometown and
went to work at the newly opened Greenville
Mill. In 1958, Williams switched careers, hiring
on with the new community radio station
WESY as its public relations director, which
put him on the air.

As an on-air personality, Williams guided
Delta residents through the Civil Rights move-
ment, from the sit-ins by college students in
Montgomery, Ala., the March on Washington
to the Magnolia State’s own Freedom Summer
in 1964 and the integration of Mississippi
schools in 1970.

“At that time, Dr. (Martin Luther) King was
working, and | would do everything Dr. King
was doing,” Williams said. “He was fighting for
us, for the right to vote, and | was trying to
keep our people informed of what was going
on. When | got the news, | would hit the air
with it.”

Through his post at WESY, Williams be-
came active in community affairs and won nu-
merous civic commendations, including the
Elks Serene Lodge No. 567’s Outstanding Cit-
izen Award in 1973 and its Man of Year award
in 1974. In 1975, Williams was included in the
annual Who's Who Among Black Americans
and made the list of Community Leaders and
Noteworthy Americans of 1976.

In 1980, after nearly three decades with
WESY, Williams embarked on a spiritual jour-
ney and became pastor of Greater Springfield
MB Church.

“The radio was entertaining and fun, but the
church is a completely different thing,” he
said. “I feel like | was led to help people be-
come the people that God would have us all
to be.”

In 1989, Williams became the pastor at Vic-
tory Temple Baptist Church on Alexander
Street, where he has been since. For the past
two years, he has told his parishioners about
the rich history of current and former black
“Green-villians” and urges the next genera-
tions to build on those achievements.

“Certainly we have made progress, but we
still have a long way to go, and we've all got
to work toward that goal,” he said. “All of us,
particularly black people, have got to put more
effort into getting to where we need to be. We
need to have more than Black History Month
and start having Black History days and Black
History years.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Eddie Williams, Sr. for his
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the African American community.
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THE 225TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PATENT ACT CELEBRATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on April 10th
we celebrate the 225th anniversary of Presi-
dent George Washington signing into law the
Patent Act of 1790. We honor the wisdom of
our founding fathers in creating the first patent
system to recognize by law the inherent right
of an inventor to have protection over their in-
ventions and innovations. Our Constitution
grants Congress the power “to promote the
progress of science and useful arts, by secur-
ing for limited times to authors and inventors
the exclusive right to their respective writings
and discoveries.” With the creation of the Pat-
ent Act came the ability for Americans to be
rightfully credited for the use of their talents to
progress our nation.

The United States Patent and Trademark
Office has issued over nine million patents.
These patents demonstrate the creativity and
foresight of the American people and their out-
standing contributions enhance lives world-
wide. We celebrate the first Patent Act, and
salute the men and women who have pro-
moted the progress of science and arts to
make America a technological, economic, and
cultural leader among nations.

| applaud the Patent and Trademark Office
for its continued efforts to encourage innova-
tion and strengthen the nation’s competitive-
ness in the global economy. We must recog-
nize the critical importance of intellectual prop-
erty. It is critical that Congress continues to
acknowledge the need for effective patents,
trademarks, and copyrights while upholding
the vision of our Nation’s founders. Today, |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the Patent and Trademark Office—the model
for managing patent systems around the
world—for its stewardship of the patent sys-
tem and for inspiring independent inventors,
entrepreneurs, and small businesses to be
innovators.

——————

CONGRATULATING CINDY
BOURLAND

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate my longtime friend Cindy
Bourland, who was named by Texas Governor
Rick Perry to fill a vacancy on the Third Court
of Appeals. She’s a perfect fit to handle this
important responsibility.

I've known Cindy since she was a young girl
in my Sunday school class. She was an intel-
ligent, kind, and motivated young lady who ev-
eryone knew had a very bright future. That
she has achieved great things surprises no
one.

| was excited that she decided to pursue a
career in the law. She later practiced before
my court and showed herself to be a skilled
attorney who understood both the letter and
spirit of the law while never losing sight of its
impact on people.
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As a former judge, | know firsthand the de-
mands Cindy will face. Judges have the re-
sponsibility to, as scripture says, “let justice
roll down like waters and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream.” | know she’s ready to
meet this challenge.

I's been a privlege to watch Cindy
Bourland grow up, both in her life and career.
I'm excited for her new responsibilities and
honored to call her Judge. Most of all, I'm
proud to call her my friend.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
LAND TRANSACTION FACILITA-
TION ACT REAUTHORIZATION OF
2015

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce my legislation, the Federal Land
Transaction Facilitation Act (FLTFA) Reauthor-
ization of 2015. This legislation authorizes the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to sell
surplus federal lands to states, localities, or
private entities that can be put to economi-
cally-beneficial use. Profits from the sales can
then be used to purchase state or private land
encumbered by National Parks and other fed-
eral areas, advancing conservation goals and
improving recreational, hunting and fishing ac-
cess.

Since its initial introduction in 2000, FLTFA
reduced federal land ownership by 9,000
acres over the course of a decade. | am hon-
ored to introduce this important piece of legis-
lation that will streamline the federal land ac-
quisition process.

A TRIBUTE TO JUSTINE PEEBLES
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Justine
Peebles for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Justine has the determination and drive to
be successful in any professional and per-
sonal task she undertakes. As Vice President
of Lincoln Savings Bank she utilizes her drive
and do-it-yourself attitude to advance the
goals of the bank and provide great customer
service. In her free time Justine likes to dedi-
cate herself to serving others. She took the
lead role on a project called Feeding the Fu-
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ture that supplies a warm meal to children
every night in the Boys and Girls Club of Cen-
tral lowa and also spends some of her free
time volunteering at the Youth Emergency
Services Shelter. Justine’s exemplary work
ethic and dedication to service makes our
state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Justine in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Justine on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

TRIBUTE TO JILLIAN SABOE
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Jillian Saboe attends Pearland High School
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion, what role should government play in
our lives?

When people hear the word ‘‘government’
or ‘‘politics” or any other words associated
with the political process, their usual first
reaction is either a cringe or look of disgust;
some purposefully and some mindlessly. Why
is it that in a country founded on individual
rights and freedoms that people feel nega-
tively toward the institutions that were cre-
ated to protect them?

““In your opinion, what role should govern-
ment play in our lives?” Looking at this
question, I can see the possibilities of three
different paths one might take. One: The
government should interfere less with Amer-
ican citizens and practices. Two: The govern-
ment should interfere more with American
citizens and practices. Personally, I choose
path number three: The government should
not be looked at or act as an item of inter-
ference. The government should be an insti-
tution that interacts with individuals and
groups in need of help and protection. A
teenage girl should not be frightened when
she sees a cop while driving down the high-
way, she should feel safe. A small business
owner should not fear of losing his shop
while filing his taxes, he should feel
untroubled. An old man should not worry
about what money will go where when he
passes, he should feel cared for. Although a
government has the responsibility to ensure
a steady economy, ensure sturdy foreign re-
lations, and increase trade, a government
should also prioritize its responsibility to
take care of its citizens. When I say ‘‘take
care,” I don’t mean making sure that they
all get their social security checks when
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they reach a certain age, I mean making
sure citizens receiving social security checks
feel content with their situations. In my
opinion, the government is allowed to be the
bad guy sometimes to make sure that every-
thing runs smoothly, but the government’s
main role is to humanely support and pro-
tect its citizens at all costs.

A government must be many things in
order to survive. It must be strong. It must
be efficient. It must be intelligent. But the
most important thing a government should
be is comfortable.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, March 25,
2015, | was unavoidably detained and missed

Roll Call vote #140. Had | been present |
would have voted No.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ELECTRIC
CHARGING ADVANCEMENT RE-
FORM ACT

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, my home of Los
Angeles unfortunately is the nation’s smog-
giest region of the country. We are surrounded
by mountains and have highest per capita
ownership of cars. The Los Angeles region
has made great improvements in our air qual-
ity. In the last 15 years, the number of dirty air
days has dropped by 38%. Still—we have the
worst air quality in the nation. The American
Lung Association ranks the Los Angeles re-
gion as number one in the nation for ozone
pollution and in the top five for particulate mat-
ter pollution.

This results in many health issues including
higher numbers of children with asthma and
significantly lung function problems in normal,
healthy people.

We do love our cars in Los Angeles, and
the pollution from these cars is a key cause of
our air quality problems. Los Angeles could
drastically improve its air quality if more of
those cars were plug in vehicles. However
there are simply not enough charging stations
available for this to be feasible.

As an owner of an all-electric Nissan Leaf,
I know all too well that there is a lack of
charging stations. | have personally experi-
enced range anxiety. There have been times
when driving home | have had to turn off the
lights, radio, and air conditioning to ensure
that | can make it home because there were
no charging stations nearby. Los Angeles is
one of the largest consumers of elective vehi-
cles in the country. But, | believe people would
buy more electric vehicles if charging stations
were readily available.

Today, | am introducing the Electric Charg-
ing Advancement Reform Act to encourage
more electric vehicles on our roads, which will
result in clean air improvements and energy
independence. This is an act integral to revo-
lutionizing the accessibility of plug-in electric
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vehicles (PEVs) to potential drivers. My bill
would reauthorize the electric vehicle re-
charging property credit for full electric and
fuel cell vehicles which will make available to
both consumers and businesses a tax credit of
up to $100,000 for the installation of charging
stations.

No one driving a gas-powered car has to
worry about finding a gas station before they
get to their destination. Let us make sure that
charging stations are just as easily accessible
and convenient as the gas stations that are at
every major intersection in our cities and off
our major freeways.

———

INTRODUCTION OF TAX RETURN
PREPARER ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday | intro-
duced, along with my colleagues Reps. ROB-
ERT “BOBBY” SCOTT, ELEANOR HOLMES NOR-
TON and CAROLYN MALONEY, H.R. 1609, the
Tax Return Preparer Accountability Act, which
would provide explicit authority for the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) to regulate tax return
preparers.

As we near April 15th, millions of taxpayers
will pay someone to help them fill out their tax
returns. Many of these tax preparers are hon-
est and trustworthy. But, unfortunately, too
many of them take advantage of their cus-
tomers or help their customers engage in tax
fraud themselves.

In Memphis, my Congressional district, a
company named Mo’ Money Taxes was
caught charging taxpayers deceptive and out-
rageous fees and cheating them out of their
refunds. The company also helped some cus-
tomers prepare fraudulent returns that claimed
bogus deductions and cheated the public of
needed tax revenue. Fortunately, the Depart-
ment of Justice has shut down the tax pre-
parer company but there are many businesses
just like them cheating taxpayers and the gov-
ernment alike.

The IRS issued rules in 2011 regulating the
tax return preparer industry by requiring them
to register with the IRS and meet certain edu-
cation and testing standards. However, a fed-
eral court held that the IRS did not have the
authority under existing law to issue these reg-
ulations and they could not come into effect.

That’'s why | introduced the Tax Return Pre-
parer Accountability Act because it's important
that anyone who assists in filing federal taxes
is sufficiently trained and maintain a certain
level of professional conduct.

| hope that Congress will quickly act on this
bill to ensure that these dishonest business
practices cannot continue, and protect the
pocketbooks of middle-class families.

A TRIBUTE TO JOSHUA NORTON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Joshua
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Norton for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Joshua has the determination and drive to
be successful in anything he does, and his ex-
emplary work as Vice President for Commer-
cial Lending at West Bank is a testament to
that. Joshua utilizes his abilities to connect
people to move them towards a common goal
not only in his professional life but also in his
free time. Joshua spends his off time serving
others on the Make-A-Wish lowa board of di-
rectors. Joshua’s outstanding work ethic and
dedication to service, both professionally and
personally, makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Joshua in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Joshua on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———

THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, April
10th of this year will mark the 36th anniver-
sary of the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA). This
important legislation has defined the relation-
ship between our two countries and led to one
of our most stable and reliable democratic alli-
ances.

Today, Taiwan is an important strategic
partner, providing a first line of defense for our
interests in the Pacific and deterring aggres-
sion from countries in the region. This is why
it is so important that we do what we can to
support Taiwan’s military capabilities.

Taiwan has also developed into an eco-
nomic powerhouse over the last three dec-
ades. Its rapidly growing economy has allowed
it to become one of the United States largest
trading partners. In fact, Taiwan’s imports of
American goods exceeded $36 billion in 2012,
a number that continues to grow every year.
Many Hoosiers take advantage of this robust
trade relationship, helping to build Indiana’s
economy and create good paying jobs.

Since coming to Congress, | have had an
opportunity to travel to Taiwan and to interact
with many Taiwanese-Americans. | appreciate
their friendship and hospitality. On its 36th an-
niversary, | am pleased that the TRA con-
tinues to guide U.S.-Taiwan relations so we
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can further strengthen this important partner-
ship.

HONORING MARY E. COLEMAN

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate Black History Month this year, | am hon-
ored to reflect on the everyday contributions
African-Americans have made across the na-
tion, and specifically within my district in The
Bronx. It is with great admiration that | stand
before you today to honor Ms. Mary E. Cole-
man for her many years of tireless work to im-
prove the lives of our community residents.

Originally hailing from Mississippi, Ms. Cole-
man has had a decorated career as an admin-
istrator in the worlds of finance and higher
education. Ms. Coleman began her career as
the Vice President of Finance and Administra-
tion for a multi-corporate designer, manufac-
turer, wholesaler and retailer of men’s and
women’s apparel. Ms. Coleman went on to
join the City University of New York (CUNY)
as a Dean at Eugenio Maria de Hostos Com-
munity College, served as Deputy Executive
Director of American Field Service Intercultural
Programs, Inc., a 55-nation student/teacher
international exchange program. She subse-
quently held a senior management position in
Mitchell Titus, LLP, the largest minority-con-
trolled certified public accounting and manage-
ment consulting firm in the country. In each of
her roles, it is clear that Ms. Coleman appre-
ciated the value of investing resources in di-
versity, and used her platforms to help others
appreciate the value of diverse human capital.

Returning to higher education, Ms. Coleman
joined the Senior Staff at Stella and Charles
Guttman Community College to serve as the
Interim Vice President for Finance and Admin-
istration. She is a dedicated and long-serving
CUNY administrator. Most recently, she
served for 17 years as the Vice President for
Finance and Administration locally at Bronx
Community College (BCC). Before working at
BCC, Ms. Coleman served as the Dean of Ad-
ministration and Finance at Hostos Community
College, another strong Bronx institution.
Through the support, leadership, and vision of
Mary Coleman, Bronx Community College has
grown into the remarkable institution it is
today. She has made a career of ensuring that
unprivileged individuals have access to life
changing programs, and Ms. Coleman’s last-
ing legacy will live on through each student
whose life was improved on account of possi-
bilities and opportunities made possible at
Bronx Community College.

Today, Ms. Coleman currently sits on the
Executive Board of the National Council of
Black American Affairs and the American As-
sociation of Community College’s Global Com-
mission on Global Education. | am proud to
know that someone like Mary E. Coleman has
given so much of herself to improving the lives
of residents in our community, and | am con-
fident that she will continue her important
work.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Ms. Mary E. Coleman for her ongo-
ing commitment to improving the lives of oth-
ers and her tireless efforts to uplift our com-
munity.
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TRIBUTE TO NICOLAS JEFFRESS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Nicolas Jeffress attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
In your opinion, why is it important to be in-
volved in the political process?

In 1776, we fought for our right to self-gov-
ern, and every day men and women give
their lives to protect and defend those
rights. But now we are facing a new threat to
our independence, apathy. Every day people
willingly give up their right to govern and
wonder why their community is not reaching
its potential. Just like in other parts of life
though, building a great community takes
work.

During my sophomore year, many students
felt the pressure of both rigorous course
loads and class rank competition, and some
resorted to cheating. This situation was
complicated by the fact that the penalties
for cheating were not consistently enforced
and when they were enforced, they were
light relative to the potential gain. As I
talked to more students and teachers, I be-
came concerned that Dawson had a culture
of academic dishonesty, much like profes-
sional cycling, where some felt cheating was
necessary just to keep up. I could not let this
be my school’s culture.

I started working on how to address this
problem by talking to other students. Al-
though many were frustrated with the dis-
honesty, they did not think anything could
be done to fix it. Fortunately, thirty stu-
dents did care! When we met, we talked not
only about the problem but how we could
change it. Over the next three weeks we de-
veloped specific proposals around testing
procedures, penalties and education. We took
these proposals forward to our principal and
even demonstrated how students were cheat-
ing using tools like camera pens. We also
spoke to the Pearland ISD school board
about our work at Dawson and provided
them the proposals as well. Although the
early conversations were sometimes dif-
ficult, we started to have an impact.

Over the summer between my sophomore
and junior year, Pearland ISD wrote a new
honor code that went into place at both
Dawson and Pearland High Schools. As I
read through the honor code during packet
pick-up, I could see many of our rec-
ommendations almost verbatim. I thought of
Yoda, “Do or do not. There is no try”’; I'm
glad I decided to do. I got involved in my
local community and changed my school.

As I become an adult, the political process
will allow me to become even more involved
in my community. During my Dad’s school
board campaign, I had the opportunity to
meet many great public servants. We are so
fortunate to have so many great people
working hard on our community. However,
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with only 5% of people choosing to vote in
local elections, I doubt we are reaching our
full potential. We need more people willing
to be involved, developing solutions to prob-
lems, bringing new ideas. Communities form
districts, which form states, which make up
a nation; all political movements start at
grass root local communities and cascade to
the national government. I certainly intend
to do my part to honor the sacrifices so
many have made to build the country we
have today.

————

A TRIBUTE TO AMY OSTRANDER
CROLL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Amy
Ostrander Croll for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Amy has the determination and drive to be
successful in all that she does and her exem-
plary work with Community Youth Concepts is
a testament to that. As Executive Director, she
is responsible for moving the organization for-
ward—taking risks when necessary so that the
goals of the organization can be achieved. In
her free time Amy enjoys biking and serving
others. She donates her time to the Urbandale
Community Action Network and the lowa
Commission on Volunteer Service. In all as-
pects of her life, Amy is an example of the
hard work and service that makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Amy in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Amy on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FRESNO HIGH
SCHOOL SENATE CLUB

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in

recognition of the Fresno High School Senate
Club. Fresno High School was founded in
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1889 as the City of Fresno’s first high school.
The following year, the Fresno High School
Senate was established on March 21, 1890.

The Foundation of the Senate is modeled
after the United States Senate, with each
member representing a state in our Union. Ad-
mission to the Fresno High School Senate re-
quires a majority vote of the body for academi-
cally qualified candidates who are sponsored
by an active member of the club. Candidates
are required to attend at least three club meet-
ings and present a speech to complete the ap-
plication process. Upon admission, a U.S.
state is permanently assigned to the new sen-
ator, who is then invited to declare a political
party preference. The Fresno High School
Senate is primarily a debate club and has the
distinction of being the oldest continuously ac-
tive high school club in the United States.

The Senate is governed by both a Constitu-
tion and bylaws and it follows parliamentary
procedure set by Robert’s Rules of Order. The
organization instills knowledge of the law mak-
ing process of our national government. Fur-
thermore, the public speaking debate society
addresses current issues of world, national,
and community interest and concern.

The Fresno High School Senate Club meets
every week on the Fresno High School Cam-
pus and is guided by a faculty member known
as the “President of the United States.” Active
Senators, in addition to being top academic
achievers, also perform hundreds of hours of
service to the greater Fresno community.

Over many decades, the Senate has pro-
duced dozens of outstanding alumni known
as, “Honorary Senators,” who achieved distin-
guished careers in law, medicine, business,
education, government, architecture, tech-
nology, the military, and other notable occupa-
tional fields.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Fresno High School Senate on
the significant milestone of its 125th Anniver-
sary as | extend my best wishes for the orga-
nization’s continued success in shaping the
lives of young students, creating model citi-
zens and nurturing the studies of United
States history and government.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
MOCKLER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my col-
leagues in the California Democratic Congres-
sional  Delegation, Congressman  PETE
AGUILAR, Congresswoman KAREN BAss, Con-
gressman XAVIER BECERRA, Congressman AMI
BERA, Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY, Con-
gresswoman Lois CAPPs, Congressman TONY
CARDENAS, Congresswoman Juby CHu, Con-
gresswoman SUSAN DAvis, Congressman
MARK DESAULNIER, Congresswoman ANNA
EsHoO, Congressman SAM FARR, Congress-
man JOHN GARAMENDI, Congresswoman JAN-
ICE HAHN, Congressman MIKE HONDA, Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN, Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE, Congressman TED LIEU, Con-
gresswoman ZOE LOFGREN, Congressman
ALAN LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman DORIS
MATsuUI, Congressman JERRY MCNERNEY,
Congresswoman GRACE NAPOLITANO, Con-
gresswoman NANCY PELOSI, Congressman
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ScoTT PETERS, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, Congressman RAuUL Ruiz, Con-
gresswoman LINDA SANCHEZ, Congresswoman
LORETTA  SANCHEZ, Congressman ADAM
SCHIFF, Congressman BRAD SHERMAN, Con-
gresswoman JACKIE SPEIER, Congressman
ERIC SWALWELL, Congressman MARK TAKANO,
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, Congress-
woman NORMA TORRES, Congressman JUAN
VARGAS, and Congresswoman  MAXINE
WATERS, to honor the extraordinary life of Mr.
John Mockler, who passed away on March 3,
2015. Mockler was one of the most influential
voices on California education policy for more
than 40 years, where he advised hundreds of
Democratic and Republican lawmakers on
public school funding. His legacy of public
service, and support for public education, will
impact California’s public education system for
many generations.

Born on October 2, 1941 in Chicago and
raised in Harbison Canyon near San Diego,
Mockler was the son of Wiliam and Jane
Mockler and had three sisters: Elsie, Lynn and
Virginia. Mockler attended the University of
San Francisco at 16, and subsequently grad-
uated from University of California, Santa Bar-
bara with a degree in Economics. A lifelong
Democrat, Mockler cut his teeth in San Fran-
cisco politics, where he became active in
union politics and was the executive director
of the Youth Against 14 campaign in 1964.
Proposition 14 would have made it legal to
discriminate against home buyers on the basis
of race.

Mockler is best known as the architect of
Proposition 98, the 1988 initiative that estab-
lished a minimum level of state financial sup-
port for public schools at 40 percent of general
fund spending. Proposition 98 remains a cen-
tral feature in state budget negotiations for the
past quarter century. His familiarity with the
law made him an indispensible advisor to
Governors Gray Davis and Jerry Brown as
well as legislative leaders including former As-
sembly Speaker Willie Brown, Mockler's one-
time boss.

He is survived by his life partner Carol
Farris, two children—Robert and Jessica, five
grandchildren Willa, Clara, Sidney, Zachary
and Auden, and countless friends and admir-
ers.

Today, the California Democratic Congres-
sional Delegation salutes and honors the life
of Mr. John Mockler. Mockler will be remem-
bered for his tenacious support for schools
and teachers and his legacy is felt with the en-
roliment of every kindergartner and the grad-
uation of every senior class. We join all of
Mockler’s loved ones in celebrating his incred-
ible life. He will be deeply missed.

——

HONORING GLORIA COLEMAN
DOTSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Gloria Coleman Dotson.

Gloria Coleman Dotson grew up and lives in
Claiborne County as the oldest of seven chil-
dren of Curtis Coleman and Ethel Allen in the
town Ulysses S. Grant said was “Too Beau-
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tiful to Burn.” She is a 1973 graduate of Port
Gibson High School. She received her Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Business Education
from Jackson State University in 1977.

After graduation, Ms. Dotson was employed
by the Claiborne County Board of Supervisors
in the Chancery Clerk's Office. She worked
under the supervision of two Chancery Clerks:
Mrs. Stella Jennings-Greenwood and Mr.
Frank Wilson. She worked in the Chancery
Clerk’s Office for twenty-five years as Deputy
Chancery Clerk prior to being elected Chan-
cery Clerk in 2000. She is currently serving
her fourth term as Chancery Clerk.

Ms. Dotson is a member of First Christian
Disciples of Christ Church, a choir member
and Sunday School Treasurer. She is involved
in several civic organizations including: Port
Gibson Main Street, MS Cultural Crossroad
Gloria Board of Directors, Mississippi Delta
Strategic Compact, a member of NAACP and
the Chancery Clerk’s Association.

Ms. Dotson has been married to Joe
Dotson, Jr. for twenty-two years. They are the
proud parents of three children: JaBari,
JaNetra, and JoKevy. They have an eleven
year old granddaughter, KaMeryal and a one
year old grandson, KaMari.

The title “Chancery Clerk” does not ade-
quately describe the various duties and re-
sponsibilities that Ms. Dotson has attendant to
in the office. The Chancery Clerk’s Office has
a multitude of duties and functions which are
governed by an assortment of statutes and
court rules, along with following guidelines es-
tablished either by the State Department of
Audit or the Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration. The Chancery Clerk’s position is
a four year elected term.

Ms. Dotson often states, “I thank God for al-
lowing me to serve as a Public Official. | love
my job. When I'm not serving my constituents,
| spend time with my family and friends, work
in the yard and reading.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Gloria Coleman Dotson for her
dedication and support to the Claiborne Coun-
ty Community.

————

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF
PORTSMOUTH ON THEIR BICEN-
TENNIAL

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the City of Portsmouth on their
bicentennial anniversary and celebration.

For 200 years, Portsmouth has stood proud-
ly along the Ohio River, a gateway to the re-
gion and a testament to the work ethic of
Southern Ohioans.

Since incorporation in 1815, Portsmouth has
been an industrial power house. A leader
throughout the years in the rail, steel, and no-
tably shoe wear industries, the people of
Portsmouth know the value and pride from a
hard day’s work. They were the backbone of
America’s industrial boon.

Today, Portsmouth stands firmly with one
foot rooted in our shared history and one foot
striding into the 21st Century. The well-known
flood walls are a towering testament to the
storied history of the region and its people,
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which include panels of the Hopewell culture,
the NFL charter team Portsmouth Spartans,
and a litany of community leaders throughout
the city’s history. Famous sons include Roy
Rogers and Branch Rickey.

The city is home to Shawnee State Univer-
sity, hosts thousands of cyclists for the Tour of
the Scioto River Valley, and celebrates annu-
ally at the River Days festival.

I am honored to represent Portsmouth
today, an area of the state with such a rich
history and strong community. Again, | con-
gratulate Portsmouth on this historic mile-
stone, and | wish the city the very best over
their next 200 years.

A TRIBUTE TO BEN NELSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Ben Nel-
son for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Ben has the determination and talent to be
successful in all that he does and his work
with Pivot Wealth Strategies LLC is a testa-
ment to that commitment. As the President
and Cofounder of Pivot Wealth Strategies,
Ben is able to pursue a personal passion of
his in his professional life. He maintains an ac-
tive schedule outside work, volunteering and
supporting the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation of
lowa.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Ben in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Ben on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT WARD
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
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great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Robert Ward attends Dawson High School
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion why is it important to be involved in
the political process?

Founding fathers like George Washington,
Samuel Addams, Thomas Paine, and Ben-
jamin Franklin were willing to deny the
most powerful nation, navy, and army (The
British) in the 1770s. Why? They were tired of
abuse and fatly representation that was
given to the New England colonies as they
argued for fair and equal representation in
the British parliament. ‘‘No taxation with-
out representation’” was declared by John
Hampden when asked to pay for a shipping
tax to the British parliament. He argued
that he shouldn’t have to pay any takes to
the British government when he wasn’t
event represented in their parliament. The
founding fathers noticed and followed suit,
declaring independence for America in 1776
after the British government had refused to
give equal representation for the colonies.
The American Revolution took the lives of
50,000 along with thousands of French and In-
dian soldiers who fought for the America’s
ideals. America won the war with Washing-
ton’s determination, Indian guidance, and
new guerrilla warfare. Why was such a con-
flict pursued? The right to be represented
and participate in the political process was
why.

Thousands have died and still due to this
day to protect every citizen’s right to be in-
volved in the political process. The ability to
be involved gives every citizen in the coun-
try their ‘“bite’’. It is the easiest way to
make an impact on government and the na-
tion short of being in the government admin-
istration. By simply participating: voting,
suggesting legislation, and being involved in
organizations like the congressional youth
advisory council everyone can have a voice,
a privilege that has been fought dearly for,
and that few posses. It is crucial for those
who want to have an impact to be a part of
the political process.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
IMPORTANT WORK OF KA VOICE

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | am excited today
to recognize the very important work of KA
Voice. KA Voice is working tirelessly to enfran-
chise and empower the more than 67,000 eth-
nic Koreans residing in lllinois. Through voter
registration efforts, community forums, de-
bates, and policy engagement, this non-par-
tisan group is working to give Korean-Ameri-
cans a strong voice in Washington, D.C.,
statehouses, and in local governments.

| have long made it a priority to work with
our local Korean-American community to en-
sure that they have a strong voice in Con-
gress. KA Voice has made it easier for me to
hear and act on of the community’s priorities.
Whether it is on the issue of immigration re-
form, a stronger economy or better relations
with South Korea, KA Voice has helped me
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set an agenda in Congress that is moving our
country forward.

This Saturday, March 28, KA Voice will hold
its second annual national conference in
Northbrook, lllinois. The conference will focus
on civic engagement, which is at the heart of
our democracy. | want to personally thank KA
Voice President Charlie Jong Jung and his
team of young leaders for bringing this impor-
tant conference to lllinois and for their efforts
in building a national organization or Korean-
Americans.

———

CONGRATULATING THE LAKE
OCONEE ACADEMY SCHOOL

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to pay tribute to Lake
Oconee Academy: a charter school based in
Greensboro, Georgia, that was named one of
the U.S. Department of Education National
Blue Ribbon Schools in 2014 and was named
one of the best 50 elementary schools in the
United States.

Today, | want to commend Lake Oconee
Academy and its vision for educational excel-
lence and community involvement. Mr. Speak-
er, as you know, the National Blue Ribbon
Award is given to the schools based on their
overall academic excellence or their progress
in closing achievement gaps among student
subgroups. In my opinion, the Lake Oconee
Academy is more than just a scholastic entity.
It is a place of opportunity and hope.

Far from being a stopping point where stu-
dents survive until a better opportunity avails
itself, the academy is a place where character
and responsibility is held in high regard and
taught daily. Students are taught the values
they need to go on and succeed in life.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | con-
gratulate Lake Oconee Academy on all of its
many accolades and congratulate the stu-
dents, and staff for all their fantastic endeav-
ors.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF AL
ROTH

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life of a leader in our
South Florida community, Mr. Al Roth.

It is with a heavy heart that | learned of his
passing and | join other Floridians in mourning
his death. Mr. Roth was a longtime Florida cit-
rus farmer, hotelier, grocer and pioneer of
both Broward County and the Town of Davie,
which is located in the heart of Florida’s 23rd
District. His life is now part of the fabric of our
South Florida history and he will be long re-
membered.

As Al's son Bob, of Bob Roth’s New River
Groves, said, “He was an icon, a machine. He
just didn’t give up. He was like three people.
Nobody worked like him . . . He would set up
a display and come back the next day and
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change it. He said you have to let people
know things are changing.”

For as much as things changed throughout
the decades, some things always remained
the same, like Al's friendly smile, his kindness
and his generosity.

His personality was larger than life, and al-
ways reflected the wonderful man that he was.
And | know firsthand that he always made his
customers and my constituents feel welcomed,
happy and valued. He genuinely cared for all
those around him, whether family, a customer
or a passerby.

At 104 years young, Al was a mainstay of
our South Florida landscape. Although Al is no
longer with us, his legacy lives on in his family
and the institutions he helped found for all
who live in and visit Florida. | hope they will
long serve as a tribute to him and the indelible
mark he left on our community.

—————

INTRODUCTION FOR THE ROBIN
DANIELSON FEMININE HYGIENE
PRODUCT SAFETY ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, as a long-time advocate of wom-
en’s health, | am proud to reintroduce legisla-
tion that would address unanswered health
concerns regarding the safety of feminine hy-
giene products through the Robin Danielson
Feminine Hygiene Product Safety Act.

American women spend well over $2 billion
per year on feminine hygiene products and the
average woman will use over 16,800 tampons
and pads over the course of her lifetime. Yet,
despite this large investment and high usage,
there has been limited research on the poten-
tial health risks these products may pose to
women.

Recent independent studies led by women’s
health organizations have shown that some
feminine hygiene products could contain addi-
tives that may be harmful to a woman’s
health. While the FDA requires tampon manu-
facturers to monitor dioxin levels, this informa-
tion is not made readily available to the public
and much is still unknown about the cumu-
lative adverse effects potentially posed by
other components contained in these prod-
ucts. American women deserve the ability to
make informed decisions when purchasing
products that could affect their health.

It is time to move past menstrual health
being taboo and ensure that accurate informa-
tion with regards to women’s health is being
collected and is readily accessible. That is
why | am reintroducing the Robin Danielson
Feminine Hygiene Product Safety Act which
directs the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
to research whether the presence of dioxin,
synthetic fibers, and other chemical additives
like chlorine and fragrances pose any health
risks to women who use feminine hygiene
products. This bill emphasizes the need for
more research and an understanding of addi-
tives in all feminine hygiene products.

| urge my colleagues to pass this important
legislation that directs substantial, scientific re-
search to be conducted in order to best pro-
tect the health of America’s women.
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COMMENDING THE CITIZENS’ COM-
MISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE
FBI

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | wish to
recognize the efforts of eight individuals
whose actions in 1971 helped uncover the ille-
gal actions by some working on behalf of our
own government to suppress the civil rights of
many of our citizens. These eight individuals
were members of a group who called them-
selves the Citizens’ Commission to Investigate
the FBI (the “Citizens’ Commission”). The Citi-
zens’ Commission was responsible for obtain-
ing documents from the Media, Pennsylvania
office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that helped prompt the national debate about
the intelligence community’s domestic surveil-
lance programs. The ensuing discussion ulti-
mately led to the first congressional investiga-
tions of all intelligence agencies and to the es-
tablishment of the first congressional intel-
ligence oversight committees.

We know the names of six of these individ-
uals: William C. Davidon, Keith Forsyth,
Bonnie Raines, John C. Raines, Robert
Williamson, and Judi Feingold. Two members
of the Citizens’ Commission whose actions are
equally commendable and contributed just as
significantly to the cause and legacy of the
Citizens’ Commission have chosen to remain
in anonymity.

On the evening of March 8, 1971, the mem-
bers of the Citizens’ Commission entered the
satellite office of the FBI in Media, Pennsyl-
vania, and left having taken nearly all of the
documents they found within the office. In the
following months, the members of the Citizens’
Commission repeatedly mailed to reporters at
several news publications documents detailing
the contours of our intelligence agencies’ pro-
grams that spied on American citizens and the
vast length to which our civil rights had been
violated for decades in the name of J. Edgar
Hoover's desire to quell political dissent.
These programs included COINTELPRO, or
Counter Intelligence Program, a series of cov-
ert and often illegal programs conducted by
the FBI targeted at disrupting domestic polit-
ical organizations. It has been said that the in-
tent of COINTELPRO was to accomplish its
goals by destroying lives and ruining reputa-
tions.

The revelations made by the Citizens’ Com-
mission sparked a national debate concerning
these programs as well as the importance of
civil and privacy rights to all Americans. The
news reports generated by the documents that
had been made public helped form the basis
for creation of the congressional committees
that investigated intelligence agencies in 1975.
Hearings held by the Senate committee,
known as the Church Committee for its chair-
man, the late Senator Frank Church of Idaho,
revealed the wide scope and impact of J.
Edgar Hoover’'s FBI on American life through-
out his nearly half century as director of the
Bureau. Testimony before the committee re-
vealed that he had secretly used his power to
destroy individuals and organizations whose
opinions and purposes he disliked. He secretly
punished civil rights and antiwar activists and
also average Americans who expressed their
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dissent in letters to newspapers or by partici-
pating in demonstrations. In the Bureau’s har-
assment operations—as opposed to law en-
forcement or intelligence gathering—officials of
the FBI secretly operated as prosecutor, judge
and jury against people Hoover regarded as
subversive. Thousands of people in govern-
ment and education lost their jobs as a result
of unverified files created by FBI informers
that were used against people who were not
permitted to face their accusers.

From the beginning of the Vietnam war,
Hoover made himself the watchdog of dissent
against the war—dissent by average Ameri-
cans as well as Members of Congress who
questioned war policy. In August 1964, when
only two senators, Senator Ernest Gruening,
Democrat from Alaska, and Senator Wayne
Morse, Democrat from Oregon, opposed the
Vietnam War authorization legislation—known
as the Gulf of Tonkin resolution—the FBI di-
rector regarded their votes as subversive.
Agents collected the names, and started files
on people who sent telegrams to Senator
Morse expressing support for his stand
against the authorization bill. Two years after
the resolution was passed, when Senator J.
William Fullbright, Democrat from Arkansas,
convened hearings to assess the progress of
the war, Hoover placed Fullbright under sur-
veillance to determine if he was a communist
or dupe of communists.

The Church Committee’s extensive final re-
port stated:

“Many of the techniques used would be in-
tolerable in a democratic society even if all the
targets had been involved in violent activity,
but COINTELPRO went far beyond that. The
unexpressed major premise of the programs
was that a law enforcement agency has the
duty to do whatever is necessary to combat
perceived threats to the existing social and po-
litical order.”

The Church Committee further concluded,
“Too many people have been spied upon by
too many government agencies, and too much
information has been collected.”

As a result of the actions of the Citizens’
Commission, the resulting national discussion
about these issues led to important changes
to our government’s domestic surveillance op-
erations. The FBI's policies and practices were
evaluated and reformed with respect to how
the agency addressed domestic security
threats, and the Department of Justice insti-
tuted investigative guidelines on domestic in-
telligence gathering.

Because of the important contribution the
Citizens’ Commission made to the public
awareness and debate concerning domestic
surveillance, national security, civil rights, and
privacy, these eight individuals deserve our
recognition as some of them have recently
made their identity known. The identities of six
of them and the impact of their non-violent act
of resistance recently became known in the
documentary film 1971, directed by Johanna
Hamilton, and in the book The Burglary: The
Discovery of J. Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI,
written by Betty Medsger.

While we continue to discuss the proper use
of domestic surveillance techniques today,
particularly as technology evolves in ways that
could not have been foreseen during the
1970s, we must remain vigilant to abuses of
power, even if done with the stated goal of
protecting the public. May we strengthen our
resolve to protect the rights these individuals

March 26, 2015

cherished and helped preserve over forty
years ago.

HONORING AUSTIN HERNANDEZ
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Austin  Hernandez attends Foster High
School in Richmond, Texas. The essay topic
is: select an important event that has occurred
in the past 15 years and explain how that
event has changed our country.

THE STEPPING STONE TO DESIGNER BABIES.

Imagine a world in which a couple could
choose the gender of their baby. There would
be no more suspense about the baby’s gender.
Before conception, people would know and
would be able to give themselves adequate
time to prepare for the arrival of their new
bundle of joy. Well, this is a process that ac-
tually exists; it’s called gender selection. On
May 3lst, 2012 The U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted on whether or not to pass a na-
tional Ban on the use of abortion to elimi-
nate an unborn child because of an undesired
sex. This fast track procedure was not
passed, but still has hope. If it were passed
then the gender selection could be promoted
and this reoccurring problem would not
exist. Over the Past decade Gender selection
has become a common practice used by many
couples around the world.

The world today is not perfect, and neither
are its people. Heart disease, cancer, Alz-
heimer’s, and many other diseases run
ramped in children, and one can’t really pre-
vent it. But what if it were preventable?
With gender selection, this is possible. Ac-
cording to the Center for Human Reproduc-
tion (CHR), ‘“‘In some cases, the so-called
‘‘sex-linked diseases’ are inherited via the
mother but only male offspring are affected
(muscular dystrophy, hemophilia, etc.).”” For
example, because hemophilia only affects
males, a woman with hemophilia has the dis-
ease but it does not affect her. However if
she were to become pregnant with a boy, the
disease would then affect him. With gender
selection she would be able to save her baby
boy from a life of problems. This process has
led to fewer abortions and increased the
health of children, which in turn could vir-
tually increase the life expectancy of the
U.S.

There are not only health reasons, but also
psychological reasons for gender selection.
The CHR states that ‘‘a single female may
feel better equipped having a daughter than
a son; parents who lost a child may feel a
strong need for a child of the same gender.”’
If one were a single parent, wouldn’t they
feel better with a child of the same gender?
They also claim that parent’s whose children
have passed away, may have the desire for
another child of the same gender. In fact,
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many parents are deciding upon this option
as a way to help them move on and assist
with the grieving process.

Another negative effect of gender selection
is the opening of new doors and new possi-
bilities when choosing a gender. How far
could it go? Maybe as far as choosing hair
color, eye color, intelligence, height, and
ability, who knows? People will do anything
for perfection. This is basically
“‘commodifying children’’, says Gender Se-
lection of Babies, and this could lead to a
whole revolution in baby making. People
wouldn’t be unique anymore; the natural
process of development would become obso-
lete. The unforeseen repercussions of gender
selection could further harm society.

Gender selection, although it can be help-
ful, has more negative effects than positive
and should not be a decision made lightly.
Gender Selection has made the country
think having a baby in a different way. Now
for many having a child could turn into some
sort of shopping spree for the newest and
best item/baby. However, this process has
helped Americans and many others around
the world choose the sex they want. Not only
has it also allowed families, who didn’t be-
lieve it was possible, to have children but it
has also has given them the choice to save a
life and chose what they want. Gender selec-
tion has changed America, and will continue
to help stop the abortion of unwanted chil-
dren.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MANDI
McREYNOLDS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Mandi
McReynolds for being named a 2015 Forty
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral lowa publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Mandi has the determination and drive to be
successful in all that she does, and her exem-
plary work with Drake University is a testa-
ment to that. As the Director of Community
Engagement and Service Learning, Mandi is
passionate about going the extra mile. In all
aspects of her life Mandi’s example of hard
work and service makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Mandi in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Mandi on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.
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HONORING MR. DONALD GREEN
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Donald Green.

A Coahoma County native, Donald Green is
a dedicated and seemingly tireless community
leader and business owner who has com-
mitted his career to creating economic and
educational opportunities for farmworkers and
families in the Mississippi Delta.

As Executive Director of Mississippi Delta
Council for Farm Worker Opportunities, Inc.,
Mr. Green leads a staff of 22 providing job
training and placement services to thousands
of individuals every year. His organization also
hosts a monthly food distribution and offers a
civilian relief distribution staging area following
weather emergencies and disasters. Currently,
his team is transforming an existing ware-
house and property into a farmers market,
commercial kitchen, produce aggregation and
food hub to raise incomes for dozens of lim-
ited-resource and beginning farmers. Prior to
becoming the organization’s chief executive,
he was its Chief Financial Officer for 21 years.

He served as one of three Associate Tax
Commissioners for the State of Mississippi
and is the second African American in the
State of Mississippi to do so. An accountant,
Mr. Green also owns and operates an inde-
pendent accounting service business.

Throughout his career, Mr. Green has been
an ambassador between working people and
local businesses. His board service includes:
Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of
Commerce; member of National Exchange
Club; member of Clarksdale Industrial Founda-
tion; member of Coahoma Community Devel-
opment Organization; and member of Clarks-
dale/Coahoma County Airport Board. He has
served as a State Treasurer of the Magnolia
Council; Vice President of The Delta Council;
member, Delta State Alumni University Asso-
ciation; former President of National Alumni
Association; Founder and former President for
Mississippi Delta Strategic Compact; Treas-
urer for Mississippi Blues Foundation; former
President of Friendship Community Federal
Credit Union. He was recognized in 2004 as
Delta Regional Minority Businessman of the
Year, inducted into the Delta State University
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2009, and received the
Freedom Team Appreciation Certificate for
Services to Members of the Armed Forces. He
is a member of the Clarksdale Rotary Club.

Committed to making higher education more
accessible, Mr. Green became president of
Delta State National Alumni Association in
1995 and led a five million dollar capital cam-
paign. That funding has more than doubled in
the years since and has a significant endow-
ment. He has served on the university’s foun-
dation board. In 2001, he was appointed to a
six-year term on the Mississippi State Board of
Community and Junior Colleges. He is co-
Founder and President of the Ronald Hoss
Bennett Foundation, which awards college
scholarships to football players from local high
schools.

He is known to be a steady, hardworking
leader in efforts to increase understanding and
build relationships in social and economic di-
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versity. Mr. Green helped negotiate the part-
nership between Delta State University and
Coahoma Community College to purchase the
Cutrer Mansion, which has evolved into a con-
tinuing education center for history, culture,
and the arts. In 2014, he worked with the City
of Clarksdale officials, business owners, and
community activists to honor the life and work
of civil rights leader Aaron Henry with a histor-
ical marker on the Mississippi Freedom Trail.
He has served on the board of Clarksdale-
Coahoma County Library and supports the
Delta Blues Museum.

The son of sharecroppers Mr. Sylvester and
Aree Green, Mr. Green grew up operating
farm equipment in Coahoma County, Mis-
sissippi. A graduate of Coahoma Agriculture
High School, he earned college degrees from
Coahoma Community College and Delta State
University. Mr. Green is the first African Amer-
ican to serve as President of Delta State Uni-
versity National Alumni Association.

He and his wife, Nelia, have two sons: Don-
ald, Jr., a biomedical engineer living in Ann
Arbor, Michigan; and Adam, a high school stu-
dent, who participated in Youth Leadership
Clarksdale and who is currently a freshman at
Delta State University majoring in commercial
design.

Mr. Green is Chairman of the Deacon Board
and Chairman of the Building Fund at New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Jonestown,
Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing Entrepreneur and
Economic Developer that has been instru-
mental in magnifying strides of America’s
black history.

TRIBUTE TO BRAD ROBBINS
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Corona and Riverside County at large are
exceptional. Corona has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent to make their communities a better
place to live and work. Brad Robbins is one of
these individuals. On April 15, 2015, Brad will
be honored for his dedicated service as he
ends his tenure as the City of Corona’s City
Manager.

Brad has worked on behalf of the City of
Corona since 1988 and has established him-
self as a highly regarded leader and active
member of the community. Throughout his
twenty-eight years of service with the City of
Corona, Brad has held a variety of titles in-
cluding the Department of Water and Power
General Manager, Assistant City Manager-
Community Development Director, Director of
Planning and Assistant City Manager. Due to
his success in all of these roles, Brad was
then appointed as City Manager in August of
2008. Acting as such, Brad enforced the city
ordinances and carried out the policies of the
Council through the control and direction of
City Departments. During the past seven
years, not only did Brad productively navigate
the economic recession and the impact on the
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City of Corona, but he also encouraged the
community to continue to thrive and grow as
a leader in Southern California. Numerous Co-
rona City Council members have extensively
commended Brad for accomplishing so much
during his time as City Manager, most espe-
cially because he is such an exceptional per-
son to work with.

In light of all Brad Robbins has done for the
community of Corona, | wish him the best as
he embarks on his retirement. Brad’s tireless
passion for the community has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of Corona, Cali-
fornia. | am proud to call Brad a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. | know
that many community members are grateful
for his service and salute him as he ends his
time as City Manager for the City of Corona.

HONORING KENNETH J. KNUCKLES

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise during this month, dedi-
cated to the celebration of African-Americans
who have made great contributions to our na-
tion, to pay tribute to Mr. Kenneth J. Knuckles.
| stand before you today to honor Mr. Kenneth
J. Knuckles for his many years of compas-
sionate public service and tireless work to im-
prove the lives of our community residents.

Since January of 2003, Mr. Knuckles has
served as the President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Upper Manhattan Empowerment
Zone Development Corporation (UMEZ),
which is the largest of the group of nine origi-
nal empowerment zones, when counting des-
ignated areas in The Bronx. The initial federal
investment of $100 million into UMEZ was
matched by both the New York State and New
York City governments, creating the largest
capitalized empowerment zone in the United
States. With the mission to reinvigorate dis-
tressed communities by utilizing tax incentives
and public financing to attract private invest-
ment, UMEZ has done that and more. Since
1996, UMEZ has invested more than $230
million in the economy of Upper Manhattan,
$140 million of which has occurred under Mr.
Knuckles’ leadership, leveraged over $1 billion
in private capital, and created nearly 9,000
jobs. Kenneth Knuckles has led UMEZ
through resounding success over the course
of the last decade, and it is his deep under-
standing for the critical need for true economic
empowerment and invigoration that makes him
such an outstanding leader.

Mr. Knuckles is a prominent business and
civic leader from The Bronx who has distin-
guished himself over the past two decades as
an attorney, and has pursued an extraordinary
career as a public servant. The list of his posi-
tions is long and distinguished. From 1987 to
1990 Mr. Knuckles served as Deputy Borough
President of The Bronx, from 1990 to 1993 he
served as Commissioner of the New York City
Department of General Services, he once
served as Assistant Housing Commissioner,
and today he sits as a member of the New
York City Planning Commission.

Mr. Kenneth Knuckles is a Bronx native who
has dedicated himself to fostering the eco-
nomic and civic revitalization of families and
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individuals throughout New York. There are
countless government agencies, business
owners, and families who have benefitted from
Mr. Knuckles’ extensive commitment to ensur-
ing that economic vitality and equality are
widespread ideals that are transformed into re-
alities. Through his countless achievements
and truly selfless service, | am proud to call
Mr. Kenneth Knuckles a fellow public servant,
and look forward to the great work he will con-
tinue to do for the individuals of our commu-
nity.

K/Ir. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mr. Knuckles for his consistently re-
markable dedication to public service and
longstanding commitment to improving the
lives of New York’s residents.

————

REINTRODUCING THE NATIONAL
WOMEN’S RIGHTS HISTORY
PROJECT ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation to reauthorize the Na-
tional Women’s Rights History Project Act,
along with my upstate New York colleagues
Representatives  RICHARD  HANNA,  PAUL
TONKO, JOHN KATKO and ToMm REED. | origi-
nally worked with then-Senator Hillary Clinton
to pass this bill into law in 2009, but it has not
received appropriations since that time. The
authorization for the project has expired, and
it is vital that Congress pass this reauthoriza-
tion and ensure that the women who shaped
our nation’s history and fought for every wom-
an’s rights are remembered and honored for
generations to come.

The National Women’s Rights History
Project will establish an auto route linking sites
significant to the struggle for women’s suf-
frage, known as the Votes for Women Trail. It
will also add to the National Register of
“Places Where Women Made History,” a vari-
ety of historic sites that were home to pivotal
moments in our nation’s struggle for gender
equality. Finally, this Project will establish a
public-private partnership network to offer fi-
nancial and technical assistance for edu-
cational programs about the history of the fight
for women'’s rights.

It is fitting that we reintroduce this bill during
March, which is Women’s History Month. | am
especially proud that it was in Rochester, New
York where Susan B. Anthony fought so hard
for the rights that women throughout this
country rely on today. Among her many ef-
forts, Susan B. Anthony established the Equal
Rights Association to refute ideas that women
were inferior to men and to fight for women’s
right to vote. She also fought to tear down the
walls holding women back from higher edu-
cation.

In 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia
Mott, and Mary Ann M'Clintock convened the
first women’s rights convention at Wesleyan
Chapel in Seneca Falls, New York. This event
marked the beginning of a 72-year struggle for
women’s suffrage. During the convention, 68
women and 32 men signed the Declaration of
Sentiments, which set out radical notions such
as women’s freedom to own property, receive
an education and earn fair wages.
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In 1880, a woman launched a brave petition
to be the first female student at the University
of Rochester. For almost twenty years, the pe-
tition was flatly denied—until 1898, when the
University said that women would be allowed
if they raised $100,000 for the school. In to-
day’s terms, that is equal to $2 million. By
June of 1900 a group of women had managed
to secure $40,000, and the University decided
that women would be allowed to enroll if they
could raise another $10,000 by September.
Scrambling to reach the new goal, the women
were $8,000 short a day before the deadline.
With hours remaining, Susan B. Anthony
stepped forward and raised $6,000 from
friends and family before pledging her own life
insurance policy to raise the final $2,000 and
throw open the doors of higher education in
Rochester. Now, more than 100 years later,
the University of Rochester is home to the
Susan B. Anthony Institute for Gender and
Women’s Studies—one of the pre-eminent
educational institutions in the world.

These are the stories of incredible courage,
dedication, and unyielding belief in equality
that the National Women’s Rights History
Project is designed to honor. The fight for
women’s rights and equality still continues
today. It was just 93 years ago that women
were finally granted the right to vote. The
struggle for women’s suffrage was never easy
and it is vital that we honor the sacrifices and
commitment of those who blazed the trail that
led us here today, where a record number of
women serve in the 114th Congress.

Reauthorizing the National Women’s Rights
History Project Act will ensure that this impor-
tant civil rights story is celebrated for genera-
tions to come. | urge my colleagues to support
this bill and reauthorize the National Women’s
Rights History Project.

————
HONORING THE STEVENSON HIGH
SCHOOL MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize the Stevenson High School men’s
basketball team for their lllinois state cham-
pionship title, becoming the first Lake County
high school to win a Class 4A state champion-
ship title in men’s basketball.

| want to personally recognize the players
on the team: Connor Cashaw, Cameron
Green, Justin Smith, Parker Nichols, Joshua
McMullen, Ryan Rosenbaum, Matt Johnson,
Ryuji Aoki, Jalen Brunson, Radek Gralak,
Benjamin Rodheim, Jordan Newman, Jordan
Hodes, Raymond Sullivan, Kevin Yang, and
Nick Dillon.

| also want to recognize Head coach Pat
Ambrose; Assistant Coach John Taylor; Volun-
teer Coaches Kevin Stineman and Paul Swan;
and Managers Deborah Blount, Jack Greeley,
Nathan Halterman and Matthew Solway.

This accomplishment speaks volumes to the
players’ dedication, hard work, and persever-
ance. Stevenson High School’'s win, however,
is not just a victory for the players and the
school; it is a victory for our entire community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHABOT COL-
LEGE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | recognize and congratulate the Chabot
College women’s basketball team on a re-
markable championship run that ended with
the Gladiators bringing home the first place
trophy for the California Community College
Athletic Association women’s state basketball
championship.

On Sunday, March 22, the Gladiators of
Chabot gave Mt. San Antonio College their
first loss of the year in the championship
game. This was the Gladiator's first state
championship, but we know that it will not be
their last. Prior to this year, Mt. San Antonio
had won six of the last ten state champion-
ships.

| am proud of the Gladiators for bringing the
trophy home to Hayward and Northern Cali-
fornia. Since 1998 only one other Northern
Californian team has won the championship.

The Gladiators showed grit, determination,
and focus in their narrow victory over a tough
Mt. San Antonio team. A late three pointer put
the Gladiators on top and free throws down
the stretch sealed the deal.

Head Coach Mark Anger and his staff have
led a truly exemplary group of student athletes
for the entirety of the season, finishing with 31
wins and only four loses, and clinching Chabot
College’s first Coast Conference North Cham-
pionship in 13 years.

| want to give special recognition to stand
out players Morgan Green, who received the
State Player of the Year, the MVP Final Four,
and the MVP Coast Conference North awards;
Alana Simon, who was first team All State, All
Tournament Final Four, and fist team All Con-
ference; and Michelle Townsend, who was
third team All State, All Tournament Final
Four, and first team All Conference.

| wish the best of luck to all of the players
and coaching staff of the Chabot College
Gladiators.

Go Gladiators!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, during the
rollcall votes on Wednesday, March 25, 2015,
| was absent after returning to El Paso to
meet with representatives from the U.S. Army
who are conducting the Supplemental Pro-
grammatic Environmental Assessment
(SPEA). The SPEA is a formal review of our
country’s military installations in preparation
for a reduction in force that will take the Army
from 470,000 active duty soldiers to 420,000
by the end of the decade.

Had | been present, on rollcall number 136,
| would have voted “no.”

On rollcall number 137, | would have voted
“no.”

On rollcall number 138, | would have voted
“no.”
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On rollcall number 139, | would have voted

“yes.”

On rollcall number 140, | would have voted
“no.”

On rollcall number 141, | would have voted
“no.”

On rollcall number 142, | would have voted
“no.”

————
HONORING TRINNIE ‘PITO PITO’
BACA

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with great
pride to honor Trinnie ‘Pito Pito’ Baca, a living
institution and tireless community leader in
Belen, New Mexico.

When Pito Pito was three or four years old,
he was unexpectedly bitten by thousands of
red ants, resulting in convulsions and long-
standing health complications. His family has
lovingly cared for him ever since, and Pito Pito
has shared his own love and compassion with
friends and neighbors in Belen for more than
60 years.

In 2013, the City of Belen officially des-
ignated December 16 “Trinnie Baca Day” and
Pito Pito received a key to the city in recogni-
tion of his lasting contributions. Residents will
tell you that no gesture is too small for Pito
Pito to demonstrate his heartfelt appreciation
for his beloved community.

Famously known for dropping by local busi-
nesses to help sweep the entrance, shaking a
stranger’s hand, enthusiastically signaling mo-
torists to honk their horns, and attending com-
munity events and funerals, Pito Pito’s pres-
ence is felt in the community. He can always
be found with a helping hand and guiding
heart. Through his acts of love and kindness,
Pito Pito demonstrates the profound impact
one individual can have on an entire commu-
nity.

| join family, friends, and everyone who has
met Pito Pito in celebrating his birthday. Our
state is richer and fuller because Pito Pito
teaches and reminds us to love more, to be
selfless, and to always remember that it is the
people around us who make life worth living.

HONORING MADISON BRASUELL

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.
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Madison Brasuell attends Foster High
School in Richmond, Texas. The essay topic
is: In your opinion, what role should govern-
ment play in our lives?

The role that our government should play
in our lives is a question being prodded back
and forth between Congressmen and women
since the creation of our nation. The answer
is subjective, of course, because it is impos-
sible to make 320 million people happy with
the system by which our government is ran.
The efficacy of our current system, however,
is questionable at times and I believe that
the government should play a minuet role in
our lives.

I should start by noting that we are lucky
to live in a country that gives us so much
freedom in our daily lives. We are given, in
my opinion, the most important facet any-
one could ask for: the freedom of speech.
With this amendment, we have the liberty to
tell our government how we really feel and
not fear the consequences for voicing our ex-
pressions. Though more often than not our
government hears our desires and doesn’t do
anything about it. They promise to mini-
mally interfere with our lives but then set
new regulations on sectors that directly im-
pact our lives and wind up hurting us in the
end. It is unacceptable for a government to
not genuinely care for its people.

I would ideally choose to live in an envi-
ronment where there is a strong state gov-
ernment with little national government
intervention. The mnational government’s
only job should be to provide a system de-
fense, build and maintain highway systems
and infrastructure, provide police enforce-
ment, and keep peaceful trade facilitated
with other countries. I feel that the govern-
ment should have no control on our
healthcare system, other than impose strict
regulations, such as the certification of med-
ical professionals and sanitation laws. I also
believe that the government has no business
interfering with our money except the pro-
tection against monopolies and the strict in-
vestment regulations. Other than that, I
would say making the national government
stronger would be detrimental to our nation.

My utopian government has flaws, as does
every plan, but many Americans would agree
on making the national government weaker.
This would give Americans more freedom of
choice because they would have more control
over their lives and not have a ‘“‘government
shadow” tracking their every move. By hav-
ing a government focus primarily on its safe-
ty of their people, they can focus less on try-
ing to satisfy each individual and more on
satisfying the nation as a whole.

————

2256TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PATENT ACT

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on April 10,
2015 the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
will recognize the 225th anniversary of the first
U.S. Patent Act.

When President Washington signed the bill
that laid the foundation for our patent system,
even he could not have foreseen the revolu-
tion in technology that was yet to come. Dur-
ing these past two centuries America has
been at the forefront of innovation, from the in-
dustrial revolution to the telegraph and tele-
phone, to modern computers and the Internet,
to a whole new era of mobile computing and
personal devices.
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American inventors have led the world for
centuries in new innovations, from Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Edison to the Wright
brothers and Henry Ford. But if we want to
continue as leaders in the global economy, we
must continue to encourage the innovators of
today to develop the technologies of tomor-
row.

The fuel that powers the innovative engine
that is America is its people. But the rules of
the road require regular adjustment, and dur-
ing the last two hundred years we have seen
our patent laws updated and modernized. The
most significant reforms took place in 1836,
1952 and most recently in 2011 with the
America Invents Act.

Currently, we are continuing these efforts by
addressing specific issues concerning abusive
patent litigation with the Innovation Act (H.R.
9). This bill puts forward reasonable policies
that allow for more transparency and brings
fundamental fairness into the patent system
and the courts. This bill holds true to the Con-
stitution, our Founders and our promise to fu-
ture generations that America will continue to
lead the world as a fountain for discovery, in-
novation and economic growth.

So, on this 225th anniversary of the first
U.S. Patent Act, America continues to be com-
mitted to lead the world in innovation and cre-
ativity.

———

INTRODUCTION OF PRIVATE STU-
DENT LOAN BANKRUPTCY FAIR-
NESS ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Private Student Loan Bank-
ruptcy Fairness Act, a bill | introduced earlier
today with my colleagues DANNY DAvIS and
ERIC SWALWELL which would restore fairness
in student lending by treating privately issued
student loans in bankruptcy the same as other
types of private debt.

It is sad enough that our children are in-
creasingly burdened by a crushing weight of
student debt. But the fact that students under
the weight of this debt are treated so unfairly
in bankruptcy is unconscionable.

Before 2005, private student loans issued
by for-profit lenders were treated in bankruptcy
like most other unsecured consumer debt,
such as credit card debt. Our bill will ensure
that privately issued student loans will once
again be treated like other consumer debt and
be dischargeable in bankruptcy.

Private student loans have much in common
with credit cards and subprime mortgages. For
example, private student loans often have on-
erous interest rates with no caps and can in-
clude exorbitant fees and hidden charges. In
addition, many lenders have used aggressive
marketing and high-pressure sales tactics to
target particularly vulnerable people, namely,
young men and women without financial expe-
rience, and older Americans seeking to re-
start their careers in these financially difficult
times by pursuing higher education and train-
ing.

The harmful features of many private stu-
dent loans have resulted in a substantial rise
in the number of delinquencies.
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To make matters worse, private student
loans lack the critical consumer protections
that come with federal student loans. For in-
stance, private lenders are not required to—
and typically do not—provide any of the
deferments, income-based repayment plans,
cancellation rights, or loan forgiveness pro-
grams that are available to federal student
loan borrowers.

A hallmark of our Nation’s bankruptcy law is
to give an honest but unfortunate debtor a
chance to obtain meaningful relief. To that
end, the law exempts very few types of debt
from elimination through the bankruptcy proc-
ess, and only for principled policy reasons,
such as debts for child support, taxes, criminal
fines and intentional injury.

Ten years ago, however, Congress changed
the bankruptcy law without any substantive
analysis so that student loans made by pri-
vate, for-profit lenders became very difficult to
discharge in bankruptcy.

Currently, the Bankruptcy Code prohibits the
discharge of private educational debt unless
the debtor, in addition to meeting the already
stringent requirements for personal bank-
ruptcy, proves that repayment would impose
an, “undue hardship,” on the debtor and the
debtor’s dependents. In practice, however, it's
hard for a debtor to ever successfully meet
this standard.

The current bankruptcy law unjustly pun-
ishes hardworking Americans who are simply
trying to improve their lives by pursuing a
higher education and became victims of pred-
atory private student loan lenders.

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
warns that private student loan debt currently
exceeds $150 billion, which could undermine
the future prospects of millions of Americans.

We can do better.

| urge my colleagues to support the Private
Student Loan Bankruptcy Fairness Act.

———

A TRIBUTE TO GUNNAR OLSON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Gunnar
Olson for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Gunnar has the determination and drive to
be successful in all that he does and his ex-
emplary work with the Des Moines Area Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization is a testament
to that. As Communications Manager, he uti-
lizes his abilities to create a story with accu-
racy and interest to achieve the goals of the
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Orga-
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nization. In his free time Gunnar likes to dedi-
cate his time to serving others. He volunteers
on the Water Works Foundation board and is
working to revitalize the Water Works Park. In
all aspects of his life, Gunnar's example of
hard work and service is what makes our state

proud.
Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Gunnar in the United

States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud him for utilizing his
talents to better both his community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Gunnar
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2015
Forty Under 40 class a long and successful
career.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFETY,
EFFICIENCY AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN TRANSPORTATION
PROJECTS THROUGH PUBLIC IN-
SPECTION ACT OF 2015

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, historically on
transportation projects, the construction in-
spector is the eyes, ears, and voice of the
public. Inspectors ensure that construction
standards are met, that projects meet safety
requirements, and that the materials used will
stand the test of time. In short, they are there
to ensure that the motoring public gets what
they pay for, and that public safety and the
public interest are protected.

Outsourcing public inspection functions on
State and local surface transportation projects
eliminates a representative of the public from
the construction site and puts a private com-
pany in charge of inspecting the work of the
private construction company. This can create
potential conflicts of interest. Unfortunately,
across the nation, some departments of trans-
portation are outsourcing public inspection
with poor results.

That is why | am introducing today the Safe-
ty, Efficiency, and Accountability in Transpor-
tation Projects through Public Inspection Act to
require public employees to perform the in-
spection and related essential public functions
on all state and local transportation projects.
This bill is intended to ensure that public safe-
ty is protected, transportation funds are not
wasted, and projects are delivered in a timely
manner.

HONORING MS. PAM CHATMAN

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Pam Chatman.

For as long as Pam Chatman can remem-
ber, she’s been coming in first. She was the
first of 3 children born to parents in the heart
of the poverty-stricken Mississippi Delta. She
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was the first of her siblings to graduate from
college. She was the first African American
Woman to steer a course through the chaos of
a broadcast news career to achieve the posi-
tion of News Director at WABG.

But little did Pam know in 2006, when she
became News Director, she was achieving yet
another first: Mississippi’s first-ever female Af-
rican-American News Director, an honor she
wears proudly.

Recently the Tru TV network chronicled
Pam’s seemingly unlikely journey from poverty
to power, which is its hit new reality series
“Breaking Greenville”. Pam’s starring role in
that show underscores her passion, not just
for her profession, but for the people who
work for her as anchors, reporters and pro-
ducers. Kids right out of college, who are hun-
gry to learn the ropes of an often cut-throat
career, find comfort in Pam’s approach to
leadership and management.

Pam was raised up in Shaw, Mississippi in
a small rural community outside of the city lim-
its called “Choctaw” a dirt-poor town of about
less than 2-thousand people that sits in the
heart of Bolivar County. Her grandmother,
Marie Fly, raised her, and while poverty pulled
at every corner of their lives, Pam relishes her
adolescent years, coming of age in the Deep
South. From its rich farming heritage, to its
lakes and rivers teeming with catfish, to its
red-clay hillsides that give a hint of color to an
otherwise difficult existence, the Mississippi
Delta to this day holds Pam’s heart.

Pam graduated from Shaw high school in
1988 and enrolled in Rust College, one of Mis-
sissippi’s oldest and most prestigious colleges
for African-Americans.

Pam pledged to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Incorporated, the first inter-collegiate Greek-
letter sorority established for Black college.
Pam graduated from Rust College in 1994
with a degree in Broadcasting Mass Commu-
nication, and returned to the Delta, degree in
hand, with her heart set on making a dif-
ference close to home. She landed her first
television job at Greenville’s WXVT where she
worked as a Production Assistant and then
later moved to the Newsroom. She eventually
went to work for WXVT’s competitor, WABG,
where she worked her way up from Assign-
ment Manager to ultimately News Director, a
position she’s held for 10 years.

Her notoriety as Mississippi’s first female Af-
rican-American News Director also convinced
the state legislators to dedicate a portion of
Highway 61 in her honor and to proclaim Jan-
uary 18th as Pam Chatman Day.

In addition to leading a winning news team,
Pam is a tireless community volunteer and ad-
vocate for teens and young women. She’s
also a motivational speaker, teaching women
of all ages to accept and appreciate their
uniqueness within the human race. She espe-
cially has a big heart for women who have
come from small rural communities and are
victims of abuse and drugs.

Yes, Pam Chatman is indeed a woman of
firsts: the first to volunteer when there’s a
need; the first to offer comfort when someone
is hurting; a first-class example of what a little
faith and a lot of love can accomplish.

Pam also has a Mentoring, Consulting and
Training Organization; the organization be-
lieves that every person you meet is a Dia-
mond in the Rough. The organization provides
workshops to educate and empower teens to
get an education; strive for success; and to let
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no one define their dreams or destiny. The or-
ganization provides food and clothing to needy
families. Once a month Pam herself does ran-
dom acts of kindness where she pays for peo-
ple’s groceries or their utility bill. Yes, she is
a servant determined to impact everyone she
meets in life with a smile or an act of kind-
ness. The organization has a doll called the
PChat Doll that has a curriculum that comes
along with it to teach young girls to love the
skin they’re in as well to deter bullying. The
focus of the curriculum is Character Edu-
cation, Literacy and Parental Involvement.

Pam does consultant work for the Mis-
sissippi Department of Education Federal 21-
Century Program’s after school projects. In ad-
dition, Pam is also an entrepreneur. Pam has
a cosmetics and spa line to enhance women
of color and beauty called “Boss Lady
PChatman” which was developed to assist in
healing the totality of a woman from her inner
beauty to her outer beauty.

Pam loves to help women break the chain
of hurt and pain. So, she wrote a monologue
gospel play entitled “Lord Show Me How to
Heal My Scars”. The play allows women from
all walks of life to share their story through
testimonials and songs.

Pam is the daughter of Louise Henry and
the late Joseph Henry and has three siblings:
Joseph, Jr., lll; Evelyn and special niece
Karris Henry, which she is assisting her family
in raising.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing News Director,
Actor, Motivational Speaker, Author, Entre-
preneur, Philanthropist who has been instru-
mental in magnifying strides of America’s
black history.

TRIBUTE TO MARSHALL FOSTER

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Marshall Foster attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
select an important event that has occurred in
the past 15 years and explain how that event
has changed our country.

In 2001, one day changed our nation for-
ever. The World Trade Center twin towers in
New York City stood tall on September 10th,
and were no more on September 11th. This
terrorist attack did exactly what its name
implies: it placed a feeling of terror into
every American heart. The tragedy of Sep-
tember 11th put the American spirit to the
test, and the greatest country in the world
proved that it is not a country that can be
brought down. The United States showed its
patriotism, strength, and courage by re-
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sponding in a way that the cowardly terror-
ists did not expect. We did not fall, but stood
strong and took the fight to our enemies.
America was injured that day, but the Amer-
ican people grew stronger and sent a power-
ful message through patriotic action to
those at home and abroad.

Americans were moved by the courage of
the first responders on 9/11. The heroic ac-
tions of firefighters, policemen, and civilians
are those which should be exemplified by
every American. These people set the stand-
ard for American patriotism as they ran into
burning buildings to save lives. In addition,
our strength was demonstrated by ordinary
citizens on United Airlines Flight 93 as they
used their last moments to protect their
country. Their counterattack caused the
plane to crash before it could reach its tar-
get. The heroism of all of these Americans
bolstered patriotism and strengthened our
nation.

On the evening of September 11th, Presi-
dent George W. Bush sent a message to the
world displaying the strength of the United
States and sending chills down the backs of
our enemies. He declared ‘‘Terrorist attacks
can shake the foundations of our biggest
buildings, but they cannot touch the founda-
tion of America . . . they cannot dent the
steel of American resolve. America was tar-
geted . . . because we’re the brightest beacon
for freedom and opportunity in the world.
And no one will keep that light from shin-
ing”’. Remembering Bush’s words and the at-
tacks of 9/11, our country brought war
straight to those who attacked us. This
strength has changed the way Americans feel
and has sparked my desire to join the United
States Military to defend our great nation.
Although the terrorist attacks took the lives
of many, America has grown stronger as we
fight back against those who threaten our
freedoms.

Most Americans were not in New York
City on that horrifying day. As Americans
learned of the horror that befell our country,
the feeling of security that had blanketed us
quickly faded. Fear washed over our citizens
as the new reality that our enemies could
reach us at home set in. Americans who had
not given much thought to safety began to
appreciate the need for strengthened na-
tional security and our military. President
Bush spoke these words at Ground Zero, let-
ting all Americans know that we must fight
to protect the freedom so many had taken
for granted: ‘I can hear you! The rest of the
world hears you! And the people ... who
knocked these buildings down will hear all of
us soon!” It was at that moment that a burn-
ing patriotism was rekindled in our country.
America would never be the same.

RECOGNIZING MATT McLEMORE
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
my friend Matt McLemore for twenty-five years
of dedicated service to WTIM radio in my
hometown of Taylorville, lllinois. For nearly
three decades, Matt has been an integral part
of WTIM’s commitment to bringing news to the
Central lllinois community, serving as the host
for the station’s morning news show.

Matt first began at WTIM as a news director
for the station in 1990, and shortly after began
his role as the WTIM Morning Show host,
where he became a household name to many
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of his listeners. In my years in Congress, |
have had the pleasure to be featured on
Matt's program a number of times to discuss
the work | do in Washington on behalf of the
many Central lllinoisans that tune into his

show. To honor Matt and his time with WTIM, your service to thousands across Central llli-
the station will celebrate “Matt McLemore nois. Congratulations on your well-deserved
Day”, an all-day, on-air party on April 2, 2015. retirement.

Matt, | thank you for your time with WTIM,
your impact on the Taylorville community, and
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