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I also remembered hearing stories from
other rabbis, some of whom arrived years
later. Rabbi Aryeh Ginzberg once related
how the mayor had refused to let him sit on
a folding chair in his office, insisting on
schlepping in a big comfortable leather one
for him. “My rabbi doesn’t sit on a folding
chair if I can do anything about it,”” he said.

The Mayor would always visit our sukkah,
and I heard that after my parents started
going away for Yom Tov he continued the
tradition by visiting the sukkah of Rabbi
Zalman Wolowik, the local Chabad shaliach.
When Rabbi and Rebbetzin Wolowik were sit-
ting shivah for their son, Levi Yitzchak, the
mayor visited every day.

Somehow, he always managed to figure out
a way to make things work, whether it was
a shul having a problem with zoning laws or
trying to get additional parking spaces. His
favorite motto was something like the
Gemara’s ‘‘koach d’heteira adif’’: ‘‘Some
people in authority express power by saying
no. I express it by saying yes.”

As I looked at the medals I thought of
what it must have been like for an Italian
kid fighting the Nazis and liberating the
Jews.

I also reflected on how the towns and the
landscape have changed. Orthodox Jews are
now on the board of local villages; the dep-
uty (and soon to be) mayor of Cedarhurst is
a trustee of the Young Israel of Woodmere.
Torah-observant citizens make up the major-
ity of the school board.

I glanced at the coffin and the medals, and
the Purple Heart. Being among all the people
who had treated my father and our family
with such warmth and accommodation, I
thought, “I may have gone back to the
shtetl of my youth, but I was not with the
Lithuanian, Polish or Hungarian collabo-
rators.” I was in the presence of the soldiers,
and their children who are fighting the Nazis
until this very day.

——————
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Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to recognize a very impor-
tant day in U.S.-Taiwan relations. April 10th
marks the 36th anniversary of the Taiwan Re-
lations Act (TRA). This important statute has
been critical in defining the diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and strategic relationship we have en-
joyed with Taiwan over the last four decades.
The TRA has strengthened our relationship
and helped to encourage a particularly strong
economic partnership. Over the course of the
last few decades, Taiwan has created a thriv-
ing and innovative economy that most coun-
tries around the world envy. Taiwan plays a
critical role in the supply of everyday products
and is fully integrated in the global economy.

Also, as we near the 70th Anniversary of
the end of the Second World War, it is just
and appropriate that we remember the Repub-
lic of China’s important contributions to the al-
liance that defeated fascist militarism in that
heroic struggle.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to many more
decades of cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan. | am also confident that if
we continue to enhance our economic rela-
tionship with this fellow republic, the dynamic
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partnership that we’ve built together will con-
tinue to thrive in the future.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Arjun  Kunjilwar attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
in your opinion, why is it important to be in-
volved in the political process?

VOTING: A POWERFUL WAY TO GET INVOLVED IN
THE POLITICAL PROCESS

During the time when the US Constitution
was first proposed, why was it important
that every one of the 13 states ratified it?
There wasn’t a need for a unanimous vote,
but there was a need for unity and full co-
operation. In a similar sense, while voting on
an issue doesn’t have to be undisputed, it
represents a loyalty and adherence to the
American belief of democracy where indi-
vidual voices and opinions can be freely ex-
pressed. Every citizen should vote in any
election because individual beliefs can unite
together to achieve anything desired. A vote
can represent so many things. It has the
power to magnify one’s voice so that it can
be heard by others. It can help drive change
when many are put together. It signifies a
person’s concern and perspective of what ac-
tions will lead to improvement. It can unite
a group of people to help work towards a cer-
tain goal.

In today’s society, presidential election
voting seems to have lost some of its impor-
tance. Since 2004, while the number of people
who are eligible to vote has increased by
18,000 (attributed to increasing population),
the number of people who actually fill out
the ballot has increased only about 7,000, and
the percent of the population that actually
does vote has dropped about 2%. In a society
that constantly focuses on what can be im-
proved, voting provides the stimulus for
change. People may choose not to vote be-
cause they don’t feel as if their opinion will
cause or spark anything. Yet, voting is the
most efficient tool in the hands of the public
that can steer the nation in the direction
they desire. It also allows the governing bod-
ies to know what is exactly expected of them
and keeps them in check. Voting therefore,
represents an unalienable role in the govern-
ment, and should be considered as an impor-
tant duty of every citizen.

Finally the right to vote it is the greatest
symbol of any democracy where the freedom
to make choices will always prevail. While
the voting process might not give every cit-
izen his or her vision of a perfect society,
those who choose to vote express a loyalty to
their nation and the want to have it func-
tioning perfectly. So while all votes might
not be needed to determine a majority,
doesn’t each and every one of them have
their own value?

E431
HONORING DAVID SHUFFLER

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as we give
pause this month to commemorate the innu-
merable contributions that African Americans
have made—and continue to make—to our
nation, | rise to honor a Bronx activist, orga-
nizer and impassioned voice for community
empowerment. It is with great pleasure and
admiration that | stand before you today to ap-
plaud Mr. David Shuffler for his many years of
compassionate public service and tireless
work to improve the lives of our community
residents.

Mr. Shuffler was born and raised in the
South Bronx where he continues to live, work,
and serve the community today. Mr. Shuffler is
the Executive Director at Youth Ministries for
Peace and Justice (YMPJ). YMPJ is a multi-
service, faith based, grassroots community or-
ganization located in the Bronx River/
Soundview sections of the Bronx that has
served the community with unwavering dedi-
cation for more than twenty years.

Mr. Shuffler began his career as a public
servant when he became a member at Youth
Ministries for Peace and Justice in the sum-
mer of 1994. Upon quickly joining the staff at
YMPJ, Mr. Shuffler became an integral part of
forming the original R.L.V.E.R. Team, which
led grassroots community organizing efforts
that resulted in victories like the creation of
Concrete Plant Park and Starlight Park.
Today, these parks offer more than thirty
acres of waterfront park space, and play a crit-
ical role in the realization of the South Bronx
Greenway. Mr. Shuffler was also a leader on
other important issue campaigns such as un-
employment and police reform. The breadth of
issues that David Shuffler has worked to
champion over the years speaks to the power
of his vision, and his commitment to ensuring
that the quality of life of individuals in our com-
munity is consistently improving.

Today, Mr. Shuffler continues to influence
various levels of government on a wide spread
of local issues. Over the course of his career
he has been able to secure over $50 million
dollars for community led efforts throughout
the city and helped move effective policy
which has directly benefitted some of the most
vulnerable individuals in our community. | am
grateful to Mr. Shuffler for his ongoing dedica-
tion to our community, and | am honored to
call him a fellow public servant.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mr. David Shuffler for his consistently
remarkable dedication to public service and
longstanding commitment to improving our
community.

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF JOHN
AMOROSO

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
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Thursday, March 26, 2015
Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

congratulate Chief John Amoroso on his retire-
ment after four years of dedicated service as
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