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the risk that they will be used for ill in the
hands of someone who intends harm.

Last week, the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Management Efficiency, of which | am the
Ranking Minority Member, of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, held a hearing
regarding the potential security threats posed
by small and medium sized commercially
available drones.

During the hearing, we heard from experts
in the field regarding the need for DHS to act
as the Federal lead in researching the issue of
security vulnerabilities posed by small and me-
dium sized drones.

The witnesses described the need for DHS
to develop security policies and for DHS to
disseminate information to State, local, and
tribal law enforcement officials regarding how
such officials may bolster preparedness for
and responses to attacks perpetrated by com-
mercially available small and medium sized
drones.

| authored the “Homeland Security Drone
Assessment and Analysis Act” to address the
issues raised before the Subcommittee last
week and to ensure DHS serves as the lead
Federal department responsible for the secu-
rity issues raised by small and medium sized
drones.

The bill also requires DHS to conduct a
comprehensive risk assessment regarding
small and medium sized drones so that the
policies the Department and its components
develop are based on sound analysis and the
probable rather than the possible.

Finally, my bill will address the concerns we
heard from the President of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police regarding a
lack of information being disseminated regard-
ing how State, local, and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies should respond to potential
threats posed by drones.

It does so by mandating that the Secretary
of Homeland Security provide information to
State, local, and tribal law enforcement entities
regarding how to prepare for and respond to
potential threats posed by drones.

| urge my colleagues to support the “Home-
land Security Drone Assessment and Analysis
Act”.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Corona and Riverside County at large are
exceptional. Corona has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Greg Irvine is one
of these individuals. On April 15, 2015, Greg
will be honored for his dedicated service as he
ends his tenure as the Assistant City Manager
for the City of Corona.

Greg's work with the City of Corona began
in 1996 when he first served as the Assistant
City Treasurer. Greg was then promoted to In-
terim City Treasurer and would later be pro-
moted again to serve as Assistant General
Manager for the Department of Water and
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Power. Greg was then moved to be the As-
sistant to the City Manager and in August of
2004, he was appointed to Assistant City Man-
ager. It was in this capacity that he oversaw
public policy for the City of Corona which en-
compassed legislative advocacy and city com-
munications as well as marketing efforts.
Given his depth of experience through his
service as Assistant and Interim City Treas-
urer, he also had the executive responsibility
for the Finance Department. His knowledge
was helpful for Corona in steering through the
recession and has been commended by sev-
eral City Council Members. Additionally,
Greg'’s involvement in the community goes far
beyond the doors of City Hall. He has been an
active participant in numerous community
service organizations throughout Corona.

In light of all Greg Irvine has done for the
community of Corona, | wish him the best as
he embarks on his retirement. Greg’s tireless
passion for the community has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of Corona, Cali-
fornia. | am proud to call Greg a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. | know
that many community members are grateful
for his service and salute him as he ends his
time as Assistant City Manager for the City of
Corona.

————
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,372,692,901.05. We've
added $7,525,495,643,987.97 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize fifteen outstanding women
who at a young age had the courage to take
a stand for their rights and were imprisoned
for it, enduring horrific conditions and cir-
cumstances while confined within a Civil War-
era abandoned stockade located deep in the
backwoods of Leesburg, Georgia. These
brave women will be honored at the 1963
Leesburg Stockade Women’s Honor Program.
This exceptional tribute, sponsored by the
Boys and Girls Club of Americus-Sumter
County, will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2015
at 1:00 p.m. at Georgia Southwestern State
University in Americus, Georgia.

Fifty-two years past, during a dark moment
in our nation’s history, fifteen valiant African-
American adolescent girls from Americus,
Georgia were unjustly imprisoned for their in-
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volvement in a peaceful Civil Rights protest in
their hometown. Taken to the abandoned
stockade, these girls, who were between 11
and 15 years of age, spent close to two
months in conditions that were, quite simply,
reprehensible. Deprived of clean water, ade-
quate nutrition, proper hygiene, contact with
their families, and other basic comforts, these
innocent girls suffered acute physical and psy-
chological turmoil as a result of their struggle
for equality. Such wounds do not heal easily
or quickly, yet even as cuts have turned to
scars, these passionate and fiercely deter-
mined women have overcome.

With this resiliency in mind, it is my privilege
to announce that these devoted citizens stand
together, ever courageous, to share their sto-
ries with the public for the first time. Ten indi-
viduals—Dr. Shirley Green-Reese, Willie Mae
Smith-Davis, Dr. Carol Barner Seay, Melinda
Jones Williams, Verna Hollis, Billie Jo Thorn-
ton Allen, Diane Dorsey-Bowens, Lula
Westbrooks Giriffin, Laura Ruff Saunders and
Emmarene Kaigler Streeter—will speak of
their experiences at the event, bringing vibrant
testimony to the turmoil and triumphs of the
Civil Rights Movement. The remaining five
women—Pearl Brown, Mattie Crittenden, San-
dra Russell Mansfield, Annie Lou Ragans
Laster, and Gloria Westbrooks Breedlove—are
now deceased but will also be honored and
remembered during the ceremony.

A number of local, state, and national fig-
ures, including Americus Mayor Barry Blount;
Senior Vice President of the Boys and Girls
Club of America, Dr. Damon A. Williams; and
Museum Specialist at the National Museum of
African American History and Culture, Debo-
rah Tulani Salahu-Din, will be present to com-
memorate the outstanding fortitude of these
remarkable women. Terrible though it was,
their ordeal continues to spread awareness for
the critical nature of Civil Rights across the
country and thankfully, their trials have not
been in vain.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in paying tribute to the enduring
spirits, the dignity, and the impact of these fif-
teen valiant women from Americus, Georgia.
They are living proof that the occurrences of
the past survive within us today. Let us always
be grateful to the 1963 Leesburg Stockade
Women who paved the way for a better today
and a brighter tomorrow for all Americans.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Luke Moffett attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: in
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