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your opinion, what role should government 
play in our lives? 

An organized and intentional government 
is essential for any country to thrive and run 
efficiently. However, in my opinion, the gov-
ernment can easily overstep its bounds and 
become a catalyst for persecution and op-
pression. It is clear that the founding fathers 
were very skeptical of—after years of de-
bate—creating a centralized government. 
They realized that the very thing they 
fought and died to rid themselves of can eas-
ily creep back into the delicate balance of 
true democracy, actively nullifying their 
painful sacrifices. When they finally had the 
chance to establish their vision of a perfect 
government, they immediately focused on 
the concept of a small central government to 
give the power back to the people. With the 
terror of absolute rule fresh on their minds, 
knowing the potential of a sovereign govern-
ment, these men realized what government’s 
role truly should be. Because of this, the 
founding fathers are the most influential fig-
ures in my view towards the government’s 
role in my life and the lives of those around 
me. I believe that the subsidies and programs 
that accompany a large and powerful govern-
ment are far outweighed by its potential to 
take all those things away in an instant. If 
we allow the government to provide every-
thing for us, then we truly have no freedom 
because we are ultimately bound to the large 
government that provides everything we 
need. Although this is extreme, it accurately 
portrays the dangers of a large central gov-
ernment. Therefore, I firmly believe that 
local and state governments should adopt a 
larger role in the lives of the citizens within 
their jurisdiction, coupled with a central 
government that focuses on foreign affairs 
and large international issues. On the con-
trary, the necessity of a central government 
can easily be witnessed throughout history 
and, therefore, cannot be overlooked. In the 
United States’ establishment, the absence of 
a central government led to turmoil, vio-
lence, and an obvious lack of organization. 
The balance between local, state, and federal 
government is fragile and difficult to set, yet 
it is vital to the well-being of a nation. 
Therefore, I believe that although govern-
ments may have good intentions, ultimately 
governments lose sight of true freedom, and 
because of that reason, a government should 
never have the ability to micromanage my 
life or limit my Constitutional freedoms. 
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the long, distinguished career of 
one of my good friends, J. Michael Crabtree, 
who will be retiring this spring. 

Michael has been a hardworking and re-
spected member of the education community 
for more than 40 years. The time and dedica-
tion he devoted brought about significant posi-
tive change to the students and community of 
Southern Nazarene University. Not only the 
students, but professors, community members, 
parents, and alumni greatly benefited from his 
work. Michael’s different positions at the uni-
versity over the years allowed many to experi-
ence his diverse skill set and leadership quali-
ties. One of his recent accomplishments was 
his helping to complete the nine million dollar 

Campaign for the Science effort for the J.D. & 
Mary West Science Laboratory. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Michael 
for many years. His recent positions at the 
university demonstrate his ability to maintain 
strong relationships and enhance school pro-
grams. Michael is retiring as Associate Vice 
President for University Advancement where 
his main focus was endowment development 
and planned giving. He maintained and en-
hanced relationships with donors as well as 
donor programs. His other roles at the school 
included assistant to the president, Vice Presi-
dent for University Advancement, and execu-
tive director of university advancement among 
others. 

Michael also spent considerable time volun-
teering. He spent countless hours with organi-
zations and groups throughout the community 
such as the Bethany Arts Council, Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership Foundation, and 
Oklahoma City Civic Music Association along 
with many others. He received the Manager of 
the Year award in 1988 from Southern Naza-
rene University and ‘‘Service recognition for 35 
years in higher education’’ in 2008. 

I want to thank Michael for his time and de-
votion to better the school that I attended as 
an undergraduate. His career will be remem-
bered for years to come by everyone involved 
in the school and community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the career of J. Michael Crabtree. I ask all of 
my distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating this milestone in his remarkable life. 

f 
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Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize Chelsea LaLiberte and Jody 
Daitchman, as well as the other hardworking 
volunteers, on the opening of the Live4Lali 
clinic in Arlington Heights, Ill. 

In the Chicago suburbs, somebody dies of a 
heroin overdose every three days. Cheaper 
than cigarettes and more accessible than alco-
hol, heroin has become a plague on our sub-
urbs. Ms. LaLiberte and Ms. Daitchman recog-
nized that our community and suburbs across 
the country are struggling with this epidemic, 
and they have taken bold and courageous ac-
tion to prevent people from falling victim to 
drug abuse. 

Their efforts have already saved countless 
lives and the Live4Lali clinic will undoubtedly 
save countless more. I offer my deepest 
thanks for their work in helping to strengthen 
our community, and I urge the Members of 
this House to help us empower these agents 
of change by getting drug abuse prevention 
programs the funding they need. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of Black History Month to recognize the 

important contributions made by African-Amer-
icans across the nation. African-Americans 
have made countless contributions to our 
country and made many great sacrifices for 
this great nation, and nowhere is the power, 
heritage, and vibrance of this community more 
visible than in New York City. It is with great 
pleasure that I stand before you today to 
honor one of our local champions, Ms. 
Margarette Purvis, for her many years of ad-
vocacy and work to better the lives of families 
across our community. 

Ms. Purvis leads Food Bank For New York 
City, the country’s largest food bank serving 
one out of every five New Yorkers. In this role, 
Ms. Purvis has led the strategic vision for all 
of Food Bank’s operations, philanthropy and 
programming, including the organization’s city-
wide food distribution system and member 
network of over 1,000 charities and schools. In 
addition, Ms. Purvis, who has more than 20 
years of experience in services to our nation’s 
most vulnerable, was selected by Governor 
Andrew Cuomo to chair the New York State 
Anti-Hunger Task Force, where she’s leading 
the drafting of recommendations for better co-
ordination of hunger relief services and poli-
cies throughout the state. 

Ms. Purvis has held numerous prestigious 
positions before assuming her current role. 
She was CEO and Principal of PCG Services, 
an Atlanta-based firm. PCG developed and 
implemented social and philanthropic program-
ming and branding strategies for businesses, 
notables, nonprofits and government agencies. 
She was also the Vice President of National 
Programming at Points of Light Foundation, 
leading the launch and implementation of its 
multimillion dollar programs and civic engage-
ment units while overseeing large-scale dis-
aster initiatives in response to Hurricane 
Katrina. Prior to each of these Ms. Purvis 
served her first term at Food Bank as the or-
ganization’s Vice President of Programs and 
Services where for five years she developed 
national award-winning programs, including 
the Education Institute and Kids Café pro-
grams. 

The common thread through all of 
Margarette Purvis’ professional endeavors is a 
strong passion for others; particularly, a pas-
sion for prioritizing the needs of our commu-
nity’s most vulnerable individuals who are not 
always able to advocate for themselves. This 
allegiance to fighting the good fight for those 
who are unable to fight for themselves is pre-
cisely what makes Ms. Purvis such a remark-
able leader. I am honored to help serve a 
community that counts such a fierce advocate 
as an ally, and look forward to continuing to 
work with Ms. Purvis to serve those in need. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring Ms. Margarette Purvis for her tireless 
effort and devotion to helping our community. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL MORMAN 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Michael 
Morman for being named a 2015 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 
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