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Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Michael has the determination and talent to
be successful in all that he does, and his work
with Shive-Hattery Inc. is a testament to that
commitment. As an Architect and Project Man-
ager for Shive-Hattery, Michael is able to pur-
sue a personal passion of his in his profes-
sional life. He maintains an active schedule
outside work, volunteering for numerous orga-
nizations, including the Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Michael in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud him for utilizing his
talents to better both his community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Michael
on receiving this esteemed designation, thank-
ing those at Business Record for their great
work, and wishing each member of the 2015
Forty Under 40 class a long and successful
career.

CONGRATULATING JOHN SUTTON
HON. LARRY BUCSHON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate 8th district’ constituent, John Sut-
ton of Worthington, Indiana and former Army
Specialist 4th Class. Mr. Sutton was awarded
the Soldier's Medal for heroically rescuing a
fellow solider from the burning wreckage of
their downed helicopter on September 3,
1969. Even though Mr. Sutton was seriously
injured, he and the surviving co-pilot bravely
returned to the burning wreckage to pull the
pilot, who lost both of his legs in the crash, to
safety.

The Soldier's Medal is the highest medal
awarded to enlisted Army personnel for non-
combat related acts of valor. Mr. Speaker, |
join my fellow Americans in thanking Mr. Sut-
ton for his act of true bravery and selfless-
ness. He is well deserving of this high honor.

——

HONORING EDDIE WILLIAMS, SR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Eddie Williams, Sr.

Before joining the clergy nearly 35 years
ago, the Rev. Eddie Williams, Sr. already was
a trailblazer in the Port City and had dedicated
his life to helping others.

Born July 21, 1931, on Dent Street, in
Greenville, Mississippi, Mr. Williams would go
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on to become his native city’s first black radio
announcer.

He attended Sacred Heart Elementary
School and Coleman High School before con-
tinuing his education at the Greenville Indus-
trial College.

After graduating, Williams in 1951 enlisted
in the U.S. Army and served as a medic in
Korea.

He was honorably discharged in 1953 and
briefly lived in Detroit where, he said, he first
saw a somewhat integrated world. “It was a
northern city, so it was definitely better there.”
Williams said, “At the time here, we had black
and white waiting rooms.”

Still, Williams returned to his hometown and
went to work at the newly opened Greenville
Mill. In 1958, Williams switched careers, hiring
on with the new community radio station
WESY as its public relations director, which
put him on the air.

As an on-air personality, Williams guided
Delta residents through the Civil Rights move-
ment, from the sit-ins by college students in
Montgomery, Ala., the March on Washington
to the Magnolia State’s own Freedom Summer
in 1964 and the integration of Mississippi
schools in 1970.

“At that time, Dr. (Martin Luther) King was
working, and | would do everything Dr. King
was doing,” Williams said. “He was fighting for
us, for the right to vote, and | was trying to
keep our people informed of what was going
on. When | got the news, | would hit the air
with it.”

Through his post at WESY, Williams be-
came active in community affairs and won nu-
merous civic commendations, including the
Elks Serene Lodge No. 567’s Outstanding Cit-
izen Award in 1973 and its Man of Year award
in 1974. In 1975, Williams was included in the
annual Who's Who Among Black Americans
and made the list of Community Leaders and
Noteworthy Americans of 1976.

In 1980, after nearly three decades with
WESY, Williams embarked on a spiritual jour-
ney and became pastor of Greater Springfield
MB Church.

“The radio was entertaining and fun, but the
church is a completely different thing,” he
said. “I feel like | was led to help people be-
come the people that God would have us all
to be.”

In 1989, Williams became the pastor at Vic-
tory Temple Baptist Church on Alexander
Street, where he has been since. For the past
two years, he has told his parishioners about
the rich history of current and former black
“Green-villians” and urges the next genera-
tions to build on those achievements.

“Certainly we have made progress, but we
still have a long way to go, and we've all got
to work toward that goal,” he said. “All of us,
particularly black people, have got to put more
effort into getting to where we need to be. We
need to have more than Black History Month
and start having Black History days and Black
History years.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Eddie Williams, Sr. for his
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the African American community.
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THE 225TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PATENT ACT CELEBRATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on April 10th
we celebrate the 225th anniversary of Presi-
dent George Washington signing into law the
Patent Act of 1790. We honor the wisdom of
our founding fathers in creating the first patent
system to recognize by law the inherent right
of an inventor to have protection over their in-
ventions and innovations. Our Constitution
grants Congress the power “to promote the
progress of science and useful arts, by secur-
ing for limited times to authors and inventors
the exclusive right to their respective writings
and discoveries.” With the creation of the Pat-
ent Act came the ability for Americans to be
rightfully credited for the use of their talents to
progress our nation.

The United States Patent and Trademark
Office has issued over nine million patents.
These patents demonstrate the creativity and
foresight of the American people and their out-
standing contributions enhance lives world-
wide. We celebrate the first Patent Act, and
salute the men and women who have pro-
moted the progress of science and arts to
make America a technological, economic, and
cultural leader among nations.

| applaud the Patent and Trademark Office
for its continued efforts to encourage innova-
tion and strengthen the nation’s competitive-
ness in the global economy. We must recog-
nize the critical importance of intellectual prop-
erty. It is critical that Congress continues to
acknowledge the need for effective patents,
trademarks, and copyrights while upholding
the vision of our Nation’s founders. Today, |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the Patent and Trademark Office—the model
for managing patent systems around the
world—for its stewardship of the patent sys-
tem and for inspiring independent inventors,
entrepreneurs, and small businesses to be
innovators.

——————

CONGRATULATING CINDY
BOURLAND

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate my longtime friend Cindy
Bourland, who was named by Texas Governor
Rick Perry to fill a vacancy on the Third Court
of Appeals. She’s a perfect fit to handle this
important responsibility.

I've known Cindy since she was a young girl
in my Sunday school class. She was an intel-
ligent, kind, and motivated young lady who ev-
eryone knew had a very bright future. That
she has achieved great things surprises no
one.

| was excited that she decided to pursue a
career in the law. She later practiced before
my court and showed herself to be a skilled
attorney who understood both the letter and
spirit of the law while never losing sight of its
impact on people.
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As a former judge, | know firsthand the de-
mands Cindy will face. Judges have the re-
sponsibility to, as scripture says, “let justice
roll down like waters and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream.” | know she’s ready to
meet this challenge.

I's been a privlege to watch Cindy
Bourland grow up, both in her life and career.
I'm excited for her new responsibilities and
honored to call her Judge. Most of all, I'm
proud to call her my friend.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
LAND TRANSACTION FACILITA-
TION ACT REAUTHORIZATION OF
2015

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce my legislation, the Federal Land
Transaction Facilitation Act (FLTFA) Reauthor-
ization of 2015. This legislation authorizes the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to sell
surplus federal lands to states, localities, or
private entities that can be put to economi-
cally-beneficial use. Profits from the sales can
then be used to purchase state or private land
encumbered by National Parks and other fed-
eral areas, advancing conservation goals and
improving recreational, hunting and fishing ac-
cess.

Since its initial introduction in 2000, FLTFA
reduced federal land ownership by 9,000
acres over the course of a decade. | am hon-
ored to introduce this important piece of legis-
lation that will streamline the federal land ac-
quisition process.

A TRIBUTE TO JUSTINE PEEBLES
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Justine
Peebles for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Justine has the determination and drive to
be successful in any professional and per-
sonal task she undertakes. As Vice President
of Lincoln Savings Bank she utilizes her drive
and do-it-yourself attitude to advance the
goals of the bank and provide great customer
service. In her free time Justine likes to dedi-
cate herself to serving others. She took the
lead role on a project called Feeding the Fu-
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ture that supplies a warm meal to children
every night in the Boys and Girls Club of Cen-
tral lowa and also spends some of her free
time volunteering at the Youth Emergency
Services Shelter. Justine’s exemplary work
ethic and dedication to service makes our
state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Justine in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Justine on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

TRIBUTE TO JILLIAN SABOE
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Jillian Saboe attends Pearland High School
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your
opinion, what role should government play in
our lives?

When people hear the word ‘‘government’
or ‘‘politics” or any other words associated
with the political process, their usual first
reaction is either a cringe or look of disgust;
some purposefully and some mindlessly. Why
is it that in a country founded on individual
rights and freedoms that people feel nega-
tively toward the institutions that were cre-
ated to protect them?

““In your opinion, what role should govern-
ment play in our lives?” Looking at this
question, I can see the possibilities of three
different paths one might take. One: The
government should interfere less with Amer-
ican citizens and practices. Two: The govern-
ment should interfere more with American
citizens and practices. Personally, I choose
path number three: The government should
not be looked at or act as an item of inter-
ference. The government should be an insti-
tution that interacts with individuals and
groups in need of help and protection. A
teenage girl should not be frightened when
she sees a cop while driving down the high-
way, she should feel safe. A small business
owner should not fear of losing his shop
while filing his taxes, he should feel
untroubled. An old man should not worry
about what money will go where when he
passes, he should feel cared for. Although a
government has the responsibility to ensure
a steady economy, ensure sturdy foreign re-
lations, and increase trade, a government
should also prioritize its responsibility to
take care of its citizens. When I say ‘‘take
care,” I don’t mean making sure that they
all get their social security checks when

E437

they reach a certain age, I mean making
sure citizens receiving social security checks
feel content with their situations. In my
opinion, the government is allowed to be the
bad guy sometimes to make sure that every-
thing runs smoothly, but the government’s
main role is to humanely support and pro-
tect its citizens at all costs.

A government must be many things in
order to survive. It must be strong. It must
be efficient. It must be intelligent. But the
most important thing a government should
be is comfortable.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, March 25,
2015, | was unavoidably detained and missed

Roll Call vote #140. Had | been present |
would have voted No.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ELECTRIC
CHARGING ADVANCEMENT RE-
FORM ACT

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, my home of Los
Angeles unfortunately is the nation’s smog-
giest region of the country. We are surrounded
by mountains and have highest per capita
ownership of cars. The Los Angeles region
has made great improvements in our air qual-
ity. In the last 15 years, the number of dirty air
days has dropped by 38%. Still—we have the
worst air quality in the nation. The American
Lung Association ranks the Los Angeles re-
gion as number one in the nation for ozone
pollution and in the top five for particulate mat-
ter pollution.

This results in many health issues including
higher numbers of children with asthma and
significantly lung function problems in normal,
healthy people.

We do love our cars in Los Angeles, and
the pollution from these cars is a key cause of
our air quality problems. Los Angeles could
drastically improve its air quality if more of
those cars were plug in vehicles. However
there are simply not enough charging stations
available for this to be feasible.

As an owner of an all-electric Nissan Leaf,
I know all too well that there is a lack of
charging stations. | have personally experi-
enced range anxiety. There have been times
when driving home | have had to turn off the
lights, radio, and air conditioning to ensure
that | can make it home because there were
no charging stations nearby. Los Angeles is
one of the largest consumers of elective vehi-
cles in the country. But, | believe people would
buy more electric vehicles if charging stations
were readily available.

Today, | am introducing the Electric Charg-
ing Advancement Reform Act to encourage
more electric vehicles on our roads, which will
result in clean air improvements and energy
independence. This is an act integral to revo-
lutionizing the accessibility of plug-in electric
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