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in July of 2013; State of Georgia, John-
ny on the spot, funding it with $266 
million. Another round of bond initia-
tives will go out this summer. 

Mr. Speaker, 2019 is when this project 
is expected to be done. A project that 
could have started in 1997, a project 
that could have been done by 2003, a 
project that could have been a nation- 
leading project so that American goods 
could get out to the world in a com-
petitive way as the new Panama Canal 
comes on line for us to be ready to go 
as a nation, what could have been a 
story of planning ahead and of success 
has become a story of decades-long 
delay and being behind. 

Mr. Speaker, those are not academic 
conversations. Those are conversations 
that are represented with dollars and 
cents. It is American jobs lost; it is 
American productivity lost; it is inter-
national competitiveness lost. Item 
after item after item after item. We 
are in the midst of a surface transpor-
tation reauthorization bill and our 
highway trust fund; we are in the midst 
of an FAA reauthorization bill and our 
aviation funding mechanisms. Hope-
fully, we will be back to a water re-
sources development bill again, as we 
were last year, dealing with developing 
our water resources. 

The question in this Chamber, Mr. 
Speaker, is never will we be involved in 
generating American productivity or 
will we not. The question is we will be 
involved, but on what and how. Let us 
move these low-priority projects off of 
the Federal budget, off of the Federal 
taxpayer, and back into local hands, 
where they can be accomplished more 
quickly and more efficiently at a lower 
dollar cost. Before we decide to raise 
taxes on the American people, let us 
ensure that every single dollar that we 
raise today is giving a dollar’s worth of 
value for a dollar’s worth of tax. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be on the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. We have big things in 
store for this year. They will be col-
laborative things. These are not Repub-
lican concerns; these are not Demo-
cratic concerns; these are American 
concerns. These are concerns of Amer-
ica’s most deliberative and engaging 
body, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

UPLIFTING STORIES FROM THE 
CINCINNATI AREA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROUZER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. CHABOT. I will not take that 
much time. 

Mr. Speaker, there seems to be a lot 
of bad news these days and negative 
stories, but I would like to take this 
opportunity to highlight some uplift-
ing stories from the Cincinnati area, 
the area that I happen to represent 
here in the United States Congress. 

First, I would like to congratulate a 
Cincinnati broadcasting legend on a 
storied career. A week from tomorrow, 
Friday, April 3, Cincinnati will say 
good-bye to a longtime morning show 
host, Jim Scott, who is retiring after 47 
years on the radio in Cincinnati. 

Over the years, Mr. Scott has been 
synonymous with mornings, as hun-
dreds of thousands, if not millions, of 
Cincinnatians started their day listen-
ing to him cover the topics of the day. 
From politics and local news to enter-
tainment and sports, Jim Scott cov-
ered every story in a style uniquely his 
own. His excellence was recognized 
back in 2002 when he won the Marconi 
Award for large market personality of 
the year. 

Jim Scott has also been a pillar of 
the community, helping out with nu-
merous charities and community serv-
ice organizations, activities I am sure 
that he will continue. He has become a 
staple of the opening day parade for 
the Cincinnati Reds, who I hope have a 
great year this year. 

I want to congratulate Jim Scott on 
his retirement and his outstanding ca-
reer. Mornings in Cincinnati will not 
be the same without him. 

Mr. Speaker, Cincinnati has also 
been blessed by the inspiring stories of 
two young ladies battling pediatric 
cancer, and I would like to take a mo-
ment to thank each of them for the ex-
ample that they have provided and the 
hope that they have given to millions. 

First, I would like to talk about 
Lauren Hill. For those who haven’t 
heard Lauren’s story, there really 
aren’t words to describe her courage 
and resiliency in the face of insur-
mountable odds. Lauren loves to play 
basketball, a sport she had planned to 
play throughout her college years at 
Mount St. Joseph University. Unfortu-
nately, Lauren was diagnosed with a 
rare form of inoperable, terminal brain 
cancer, DIPG, and doctors really 
weren’t sure how long she would live. 

For most people, the story would end 
there, but not for Lauren. She was de-
termined to play in a college basket-
ball game, and back on November 2, 
she joined her teammates on the court, 
and in front of a sold-out crowd at Xa-
vier University’s Cintas Center, she 
scored the opening basket. 

That wasn’t enough for Lauren. She 
also wanted to dedicate her remaining 
time to raising awareness of pediatric 
cancer. Through Layup 4 Lauren and 
other charitable efforts, she has helped 
raise over $1 million for research to 
combat pediatric cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I like to believe that 
each one of us is put on this Earth for 
a reason, and it is clear to me that 
Lauren’s purpose was to inspire a city 
and a nation and to raise awareness for 
a terrible disease, a purpose she has 
fulfilled with a dignity and grace that 
is an inspiration to me and countless 
others. I am deeply grateful for 
Lauren’s spirit and the example that 
she has provided for our community 
and for our Nation. 

b 1330 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Lauren and her family. 

But Lauren is not the only young 
lady with Cincinnati ties inspiring our 
Nation. We have also been blessed to 
learn the story of Leah Still, the 4- 
year-old daughter of Cincinnati Ben-
gals’ defensive lineman Devon Still. 

Last year, Leah was also diagnosed 
with a rare form of pediatric cancer. 
Faced with this devastating news, 
Devon Still was determined to help his 
little girl in whatever way he could. 
Part of his effort was to use their story 
to help raise money to combat pedi-
atric cancer and give hope to other 
families facing the same struggle they 
were. 

The Cincinnati Bengals and the NFL 
joined Mr. Still in his efforts by agree-
ing to donate the proceeds of sales of 
Devon’s number 75 Bengals jersey to 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, which, 
by the way, is the number one chil-
dren’s hospital in the Nation in com-
bating pediatric cancer. Together, they 
also raised over $1 million for pediatric 
cancer research. 

While that is certainly great news, 
the story has an even happier ending. 
Yesterday, I, along with millions of 
others, was thrilled to learn that 
Leah’s cancer was in remission. 

Leah still has treatments ahead of 
her, and she should remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. But that was 
wonderful news, and a reason to be 
grateful. 

May God bless all three of the re-
markable people that I have just 
talked about. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE WEEK IN REVIEW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, I want to address this. The bill we 
passed today is something that needed 
to be addressed. It was a problem that 
has been growing for about 16 years, or 
so. 

The cut that was put into law has 
been changed 17 times in the last 16 or 
so years. It made cuts to healthcare 
providers. We have caused some 
healthcare providers to retire early. 

It was $716 billion that ObamaCare 
took from Medicare in order to, sup-
posedly, fund 30 million or so that we 
were told didn’t have insurance. Now 
we have cost millions their health in-
surance policy they liked. And I say 
‘‘we.’’ Not a single Republican voted 
for that bill. It has cost Americans, 
millions of Americans, the doctor that 
they wanted to use. 

We have seen promise after promise 
that was made about ObamaCare that 
was broken. It absolutely wasn’t true. 
Then we find out that there were advis-
ers around the White House who were 
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advising all along: They are not going 
to be able to keep their insurance pol-
icy. They are not going to be able to 
keep their doctors. 

Maybe we want to change the way 
that kind of thing is said. It did major 
damage—and continues to do major 
damage—to health care. 

So, on top of that overlay, we had 
these ongoing cuts to the healthcare 
providers. If we didn’t step in each year 
and temporarily pause them, it would 
have put so many healthcare providers 
out of business and made it extremely 
difficult for Americans to get the 
health care they need, even more than 
it already is, even more than 
ObamaCare has jeopardized. So some-
thing needed to be done. 

My friend, Dr. MIKE BURGESS, had 
pushed through a fix, a remedy, last 
year of 63 pages. It was very well 
thought out. He is a very bright, ter-
rific doctor, a great Congressman, and 
a friend. We have spent a lot of time 
this week talking about the fix to the 
cuts to reimbursement for physicians. 

And the bill today, on the good side, 
provided a permanent fix. If this be-
comes law, if the Senate passes what 
we did, it stops the slow deletion of 
some healthcare providers’ efforts and 
work. 

This provides a framework from 
which Medicare can be reformed for the 
future. It is valued at $175 billion. And 
the best estimate we have gotten is 
that $140 billion of the $175 billion is 
not offset with any cuts anywhere else. 
This would be a straight addition of 
$140 billion to our children’s and grand-
children’s enormous debt—what some 
refer to as ‘‘intergenerational theft.’’ 

It does have Henry Hyde language 
protecting against Federal funds being 
used for abortion. I have always 
thought the world of Henry Hyde and 
was honored to overlap with him 2 
years. His work in standing for the un-
born children, the most innocent 
among us, is just an extraordinary 
life’s work that he did. 

I don’t know that Federal funds for 
abortions for people on Medicare is as 
big an issue as some might think. Any-
way, the Hyde language is in there. It 
puts it in the Tax Code. That is a big 
deal. Some of my Democratic friends 
were not big on that. 

There is also reauthorization for 
CHIP. There are the secure rural 
schools. Our rural schools, especially 
those in national parks, have been 
cheated for many years from the in-
come that they were supposed to have 
by giving up land they couldn’t tax any 
more, by giving up other sources of 
revenue from the land. 

They agreed to allow land to be used 
or become national forests, and they 
were to be reimbursed by proceeds from 
the sale of timber. But we have a For-
est Service administration—not just 
this one; it has been going for a while— 
where production has either slowed 
dramatically or completely been elimi-
nated, even though pine trees where I 
live are an entirely renewable resource. 

You plant them, and you are ready to 
harvest them in 15, 20 years. We are not 
talking sequoias. We are just talking a 
renewable resource. It is well managed 
in east Texas and other places around 
the country. 

But since production has stopped and 
we are buying so much lumber from 
other countries now, it is not good for 
America, not good for our trade imbal-
ance, but it has been a Federal Govern-
ment policy. And it has put schools in 
an extremely detrimental position, es-
pecially in rural areas, especially in 
areas where there have been national 
forests. 

So it is nice to have another bandaid, 
so to speak, to address that issue. It 
should have been in here. It should 
have been done before now. 

But, on the other side, getting back 
to $140 billion that is not offset by cuts 
anywhere else, adding it into the 
intergenerational theft—and it also 
concerns me, we had 212 Republicans 
today that voted for this SGR fix. It 
would have been so easy to have 
enough of an adjustment into this bill 
that we could add six more Repub-
licans, and it would have been able to 
pass without any Republican leader 
begging for support from the Demo-
crats, without coming to support from 
conservatives. 

With the vote on DHS funding, we 
saw 167 Republicans voted against it 
because it didn’t keep our promise to 
stop the illegal, unconstitutional am-
nesty that DHS had done, as ordered by 
the President; and there were 75 Repub-
licans, some of whom are very conserv-
ative, but they did vote with the 
Speaker on that bill and with the ma-
jority of Democrats to pass that fund-
ing. 

But I think that gives us an indica-
tion that out of the Republican Con-
ference—the massive portion of the Re-
publican Conference represents very 
conservative districts, and there are 
Republicans that, thank God, we have 
that are from more moderate areas, 
but somewhere between one-fourth and 
one-third, perhaps. 

It just seems like this bill today was 
one of those bills where we would be 
better off if we negotiated a deal 
among the Republicans and go through 
regular order. That is what we prom-
ised. You put us in the majority; we 
will go through regular order. We will 
have hearings on this entire bill. There 
will be open opportunities to discuss it, 
to amend it, to have legislative hear-
ings, before you even do the votes on it 
in committee. We didn’t do that. 

The bill was filed 2 days ago, on the 
24th. We had a couple of days with this 
bill. That is not adequate for some-
thing this important. 

It does add some means testing for 
seniors. It appears very clear it is 
going to cause healthcare providers to 
have to add more clerical workers— 
people that don’t do health care; they 
just do paperwork. So there will be 
more costs. 

So we didn’t have a chance to ade-
quately investigate the terminology of 

this bill and the long-term effects it 
will have on health care. It is kind of 
important. 

This also came 1 day after we voted 
for a budget that was important to get 
to the point where we could have rec-
onciliation that let us deal with impor-
tant issues like ObamaCare. We passed 
the budget easily, and we had a number 
of different budgets we could vote for. 
I thought TOM PRICE did a good job of 
marshalling the efforts on that. 

But the point is most of us were so 
focused on the budget through the vote 
yesterday that we really had one night 
to prepare on this SGR with the actual 
language that was filed on Tuesday. 

I was good with the 63 pages Dr. BUR-
GESS had used last year, but there were 
over 200 pages. I really don’t know the 
long-term effects of what we did; and 
that is why, though I have been clam-
oring for an SGR fix, I couldn’t vote for 
it. 

This isn’t how we do things. We are 
supposed to first do no harm. We don’t 
know what harm we may have done in 
that bill. We know we did some good, 
but we don’t know what harm. We 
should have had some more time to 
analyze this and take the language 
back to our physicians, our healthcare 
providers, and say: You’re the one 
doing this, you’re the one trying to 
save lives, enhance lives, what will this 
do to you? What will this language do 
to you? Then come back and have the 
vote. 

So I appreciate the work for those 
that have been spending so much time 
on what is often referred to as the 
‘‘doctor fix.’’ We definitely needed that 
as another fix. This is more permanent. 
We don’t know what the Senate will 
do, and that is another one of our prob-
lems. 

There is some rather breathtaking 
news that has come out today about 
what the Obama administration has 
done in the way of damage to the na-
tion of Israel—it sounds like this ac-
tion was extremely petty—in an effort 
to slap Israel, without proper regard 
for the fact that they are the most im-
portant ally we have anywhere in the 
Middle East and one of the very most 
important allies we have in the world. 

b 1345 

It is just breathtaking what was 
done. Actually, to put this in perspec-
tive, this article, March 23, from Joel 
Pollak, says, ‘‘Obama’s Chief of Staff 
Fires up J Street: Israel’s Occupation 
Must End.’’ 

The article says: 
White House Chief of Staff Denis 

McDonough earned raucous cheers from the 
leftwing activists gathered at J Street’s fifth 
annual conference in Washington on Monday 
when he attacked Israel’s occupation of the 
West Bank. ‘‘An occupation that has lasted 
almost 50 years must end.’’ 

J Street was founded to disrupt the close 
U.S.-Israel alliance and to serve as an alter-
native to the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, the powerful pro-Israel group. 

Well, that is interesting. If we use 
Mr. McDonough’s rationale about the 
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Israel occupation and how it must end, 
then that would mean that, at the turn 
of the 20th century, if he had been 
around clamoring for, on behalf of this 
President—were he President around 
the end of the 1800s—he would have 
been saying: it is time to end Amer-
ica’s occupation of Texas. 

Had he been around in, say, 1823, 
speaking for President Obama back 
then, had he been President then, if he 
used this same reasoning, he would 
have been saying: it is time for the oc-
cupation of our Thirteen Colonies to 
stop, and we give all the land back to 
England. This is no time for the Thir-
teen Colonies to continue to occupy 
what we are calling the United States. 

It is time to give that back to Eng-
land. It was theirs originally. The 
French had some at one time. There 
were differing claims, but basically 
time to quit occupying the United 
States and give this all back to Eng-
land. 

It is time to give the West of the 
United States, you might have heard 
him say, if he had been around in the 
early 20th century, time to give back 
all the West to whoever had it before, 
whether it was Mexico, Spain, whoever 
may have been claiming it; we have 
been occupying it. 

That is not the way the world works. 
That is not the way the United States 
worked. Native American tribes were 
constantly taking each other on, dif-
ferent parts of the country, taking over 
others’ land. That has gone on around 
the world. 

When you have a group of people liv-
ing in the nation of Israel saying, We 
refuse to ever recognize Israel’s right 
to exist, we want to wipe the Jewish 
people off the map, we want to wipe 
Israel off the map, then that is not a 
nation that you sit down with. 

Then when you have a nation like 
Iran, that is doing—they make clear, 
even as of last week, that the top lead-
ers in Iran want death to America. 
Well, apparently, when this adminis-
tration hears a religious fanatic that 
has killed American soldiers, killed 
American civilians, has really been at 
the lead of killing Americans wherever 
they could find them and have an op-
portunity to kill them and want to 
wipe Israel off the map, as the Little 
Satan, and wipe America off the map, 
as the Great Satan—they have contin-
ued to pursue nuclear weapons, and 
while this administration was rushing 
and continue to rush to talk to the 
leaders in Iran, it leaves some of us 
aghast at how blind the administration 
can be as to who is our friend and who 
is our enemy. 

It was Denis McDonough, this article 
talks about, speaking to the group, ac-
cording to this article, that was found-
ed to disrupt the close relationship be-
tween U.S. and Israel, and he fired 
them up, saying the occupation that 
lasted almost 50 years must end. 

It reminded me, oh, yeah, I remember 
another speech he gave, and this tran-
script is from the White House Web 

site. This was March 6 of 2011, and 
Denis McDonough, the same guy that 
thinks we need to run Israel out of the 
land of Israel, he said this—and I am 
quoting from the speech from the 
White House Web site. 

‘‘Thank you, Imam Magid, for your 
very kind introduction and welcome. I 
know that President Obama was very 
grateful that you led the prayer at last 
summer’s Iftar dinner at the White 
House which, as the President noted, is 
a tradition stretching back more than 
two centuries to when Thomas Jeffer-
son hosted the first Iftar at the White 
House. Thank you also for being one of 
our’’—I might parenthetically interject 
here into Mr. McDonough’s speech, 
glowing praise for Imam Magid, that 
actually this is Imam Magid who was 
president of the Islamic Society of 
North America. 

The Islamic Society of North Amer-
ica, a little background on them, they 
were named as a coconspirator to fund 
terrorism in the largest prosecution in 
the United States history for funding 
of terrorism—this was in a United 
States district court in Dallas—in 
short, referred to as the Holy Land 
Foundation trial. They were the main 
defendant, their principals. 

The list of unindicted coconspirators 
from that trial included the Council on 
American Islamic Relations, CAIR; the 
Islamic Society of North America, 
ISNA; and the North American Islamic 
Trust, NAIT. These coconspirators 
were not tried in the first round of 
prosecutions in Dallas under the Bush 
administration, but in November of 
2008, all five defendants were convicted 
on a massive number of charges of sup-
porting terrorism. 

The evidence utilized in the first 
round of the prosecutions, some that 
participated anticipate would be used 
in another trial against other named 
coconspirators if they were successful 
in getting the first convictions, which 
they did. 

However, before the convictions were 
finalized, there was an election. Presi-
dent Obama was elected President, and 
we got a new Attorney General, and 
they decided, despite what the evidence 
showed, despite what the courts had 
found, they are not going to prosecute 
the Islamic Society of North America 
and CAIR—CAIR has a very lovely 
building just down the street from us 
here. I can see CAIR from my window. 

In the case in Dallas, CAIR, NAIT, 
ISNA, they filed pleadings demanding 
that the judge remove their names as 
coconspirators in supporting terrorism. 
The judge reviewed all the evidence, 
had the hearing, and he ruled that 
their names would not be struck as co-
conspirators because there was plenty 
of evidence to support them as co-
conspirators supporting terrorism. 

They appealed that to the Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals for the United 
States, and the fifth circuit, in their 
order, confirmed that there was a 
prima facie case made that the enti-
ties, CAIR, NAIT, ISNA, those associa-

tions have strong associations with the 
Muslim Brotherhood, namely Hamas, 
its Palestinian branch, which was spe-
cifically designated as a terrorist orga-
nization by the U.S. Government. 

Anyway, the organization here that 
the Federal courts found had plenty of 
evidence to make a case against them, 
as supporters of terrorism, have be-
come partners with this administra-
tion, and that is why Denis 
McDonough, who was getting the ac-
claim for demanding Israel leave part 
of Israeli territory, he was there back 
in 2011, giving praise to Imam Magid, 
thanking him for his wonderful prayers 
at the White House. 

This is a guy that is president of 
what two Federal courts have said had 
plenty of evidence to show they are co-
conspirators in supporting terrorism. 

This business about, oh, the long tra-
dition going back to Thomas Jefferson 
of Iftar at the White House, Iftar is the 
celebration during the month of Au-
gust—or after the fasting during the 
month of August for the religious ob-
servance of Muslims, and Iftar is the 
feast after the fasting. 

If you go back to what they say was 
the first Iftar under Thomas Jefferson, 
it doesn’t appear to me that Jefferson 
realized he was having an Iftar dinner. 
He wanted to have a dinner with a 
Muslim leader, and he couldn’t do it 
until the fasting was over, and so when 
he could eat, they had a meal. 

It is kind of like hearing people say: 
Well, Thomas Jefferson, having a copy 
of the Koran shows how open-minded it 
was. 

No, it shows the fact that he had 
been a diplomat negotiating with rad-
ical Islamists called Barbary pirates as 
to why they kept capturing United 
States Navy—not Navy—but seamen 
and holding them for ransom. 

They had so many of our sailors that 
they held in captivity, we were paying 
a massive part of our budget for ran-
som to get these back. Jefferson was 
one of those that went over and nego-
tiated and apparently asked: Why do 
you keep attacking us? We don’t even 
have a navy. Why you are attacking 
us? We are not a threat to you. 

He was reportedly told: In our reli-
gion, we believe that if we die while at-
tacking you, an infidel, we go to para-
dise. 

Jefferson was so well read, he 
couldn’t believe there was a religion 
that thought you could go to paradise 
if you die killing innocent people, so he 
got his own English translation of the 
Koran. 

His ultimate action was to create and 
send a new thing called United States 
Marines to the shores of Tripoli be-
cause he realized there is not going to 
be any negotiation that is adequate to 
deal with these radical Islamists. There 
is only one way to beat them, and that 
is to physically beat them in a fight to 
the finish. It kept them off our backs 
for some time. 

Well, that is Denis McDonough, 
speaking for the President in 2011 and 
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now. Then we know that the White 
House is doing everything it can to 
bend over backwards, the State Depart-
ment: Oh, Iran, what can we do for 
you? 

Okay. Now, we find out today they 
are going to let them have centrifuges 
spinning in their secret facility they 
didn’t even disclose until we found out 
about it, and they are going to let 
them keep having centrifuges spin 
there. 

Look, they will almost do anything 
to get them to sign some kind of agree-
ment, bending over backwards; but 
they can’t spare a minute to meet with 
the leader of Israel, can’t spare the 
President, Vice President, or one of the 
Cabinet to come listen to Netanyahu— 
oh, no. 

Then, today, this outrage has come 
to light, that the United States, the 
Obama administration, has declassified 
a document that reveals Israel’s nu-
clear program to the world, especially 
to Iran and to those who want to de-
stroy Israel, so they will know exactly 
what they are after, what they are up 
against. 

b 1400 

What has happened, what has come 
to light today of this administration 
declassifying a document, obviously, it 
is a slap at Netanyahu. It is a slap at 
the Israeli people for coming out in 
droves to support a group of represent-
atives that this President doesn’t ap-
prove of. 

We are betraying this great ally of 
ours: Israel. If you believe the Bible, 
judgment will be coming down on our 
country for what our elected officials 
and appointed officials have done in be-
traying Israel. There will be problems 
for this. 

If you don’t believe the Bible, then 
just use common sense. When you be-
tray your most trusted ally in this 
torn-apart Middle East, then you are 
going to have problems galore. 

I have talked with leaders in those 
countries. I can’t now because the 
Speaker won’t let me go talk to them 
overseas anymore. That is what you 
call retribution if you don’t support 
the Speaker. I get that. I am fine with 
that. As a result of him canceling my 
trip this weekend, I get to be on FOX 
News. Anyway, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Somebody needs to be friendly to our 
allies and stand up against our en-
emies, and this administration is not 
doing it. 

This betrayal is going to do more 
damage in the world than the snotty 
little act that was intended to slap at 
Netanyahu and the Israeli voters than 
we could possibly imagine. This is just 
unbelievable. 

Now, if you believe that there are les-
sons worth noting in the Bible, you 
could go back to King Hezekiah, who 
entertained the Babylonian leaders. If 
you believe the account in the Bible, 
God sent Isaiah to Hezekiah and asked 
him: What have you done? 

He already knew; but Hezekiah said, 
in effect—and this is Texas para-
phrase—well, we met with these lovely, 
wonderful leaders from Babylon, and 
we showed them all of our treasure. 

In the most correct translation, he 
adds: And we showed them all of the 
defenses we have in our arsenal. 

Isaiah basically says: Because you 
have done that, you fool, you will lose 
the country. 

This is the kind of thing that brings 
down nations. It was petty, and it was 
a betrayal, and people need to be called 
to account for it. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of foot 
surgery. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 
RULES 

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON HOMELAND SECURITY FOR THE 114TH CON-
GRESS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, March 26, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 2(a) 
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I submit the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security for the 114th 
Congress for publication in the Congres-
sional Record. On January 21, 2015, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security met in open 
session and adopted these Committee Rules 
by unanimous consent, a quorum being 
present; on March 26, 2015, the Committee 
agreed to modify the Committee Rules, by 
voice vote, a quorum being present. Attached 
are the Rules of Committee on Homeland Se-
curity for the 114th Congress, as amended. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 
Enclosure. 

Adopted January 21, 2015 
Modified March 26, 2015 

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

(A) Applicability of the Rules of the U.S. 
House of Representatives.—The Rules of the 
U.S. House of Representatives (the ‘‘House’’) 
are the rules of the Committee on Homeland 
Security (the ‘‘Committee’’) and its sub-
committees insofar as applicable. 

(B) Applicability to Subcommittees.—Except 
where the terms ‘‘Full Committee’’ and 
‘‘subcommittee’’ are specifically mentioned, 
the following rules shall apply to the Com-
mittee’s subcommittees and their respective 
Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members to 
the same extent as they apply to the Full 
Committee and its Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member. 

(C) Appointments by the Chairman.—Clause 
2(d) of Rule XI of the House shall govern the 
designation of a Vice Chairman of the Full 
Committee. 

(D) Recommendation of Conferees.—When-
ever the Speaker of the House is to appoint 
a conference committee on a matter within 
the jurisdiction of the Full Committee, the 
Chairman shall recommend to the Speaker 

of the House conferees from the Full Com-
mittee. In making recommendations of Mi-
nority Members as conferees, the Chairman 
shall do so with the concurrence of the 
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee. 

(E) Motions to Disagree.—The Chairman is 
authorized to offer a motion under clause 1 
of Rule XXII of the Rules of the House when-
ever the Chairman considers it appropriate. 

(F) Committee Website.—The Chairman shall 
maintain an official Committee web site for 
the purposes of furthering the Committee’s 
legislative and oversight responsibilities, in-
cluding communicating information about 
the Committee’s activities to Committee 
Members, other Members, and the public at 
large. The Ranking Minority Member may 
maintain a similar web site for the same pur-
poses. The official Committee web site shall 
display a link on its home page to the web 
site maintained by the Ranking Minority 
Member. 

(G) Activity Report.—Not later than Janu-
ary 2 of each odd numbered year, the Com-
mittee shall submit to the House a report on 
the activities of the Committee. After ad-
journment sine die of the last regular session 
of a Congress, or after December 15 of an 
even-numbered year, whichever occurs first, 
the Chair may file the report with the Clerk 
at any time and without approval of the 
Committee provided that a copy of the re-
port has been available to each Member of 
the Committee for at least seven calendar 
days and the report includes any supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting 
views submitted by a Member of the Com-
mittee. 

RULE II.—COMMITTEE PANELS 
(A) Designation.—The Chairman of the Full 

Committee, with the concurrence of the 
Ranking Minority Member, may designate a 
panel of the Committee consisting of Mem-
bers of the Committee to inquire into and 
take testimony on a matter or matters that 
warrant enhanced consideration and to re-
port to the Committee. 

(B) Duration.—No panel appointed by the 
Chairman shall continue in existence for 
more than six months after the appointment. 

(C) Party Ratios and Appointment—The ratio 
of Majority to Minority Members shall be 
comparable to the Full Committee, con-
sistent with the party ratios established by 
the Majority party, with all Majority mem-
bers of the panels appointed by the Chairman 
of the Committee and all Minority members 
appointed by the Ranking Minority Member 
of the Committee. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall choose one of the Majority 
Members so appointed who does not cur-
rently chair another Subcommittee of the 
Committee to serve as Chairman of the 
panel. The Ranking Minority Member of the 
Committee shall similarly choose the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the panel. 

(D) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and 
Ranking Minority Member of the Full Com-
mittee may serve as ex-officio Members of 
each committee panel but are not authorized 
to vote on matters that arise before a com-
mittee panel and shall not be counted to sat-
isfy the quorum requirement for any purpose 
other than taking testimony. 

(E) Jurisdiction.—No panel shall have legis-
lative jurisdiction. 

(F) Applicability of Committee Rules.—Any 
designated panel shall be subject to all Com-
mittee Rules herein. 

RULE III—SUBCOMMITTEES. 
(A) Generally.—The Full Committee shall 

be organized into the following six standing 
subcommittees and each shall have specific 
responsibility for such measures or matters 
as the Chairman refers to it: 

(1) Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and 
Intelligence; 
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